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oince the loss of Lae and Salamaua, the Japonese
High Command has realised that, in view cf the incomnarably greater
strength of the Aliied air forces., it weuld be a natural decision
to withdraw from its positions in New Guinea and New Britain.

Instead of resolutely ordurlng withdrawal, thPy'went on
dilly-dallying and left the troops in the outlylnp FETTl ons to

continue a futile struggle and exposed them to meaningless sacri-
fices,

In Lae, Salamaua and later fighting (in the Yucn Penin-
sula), as they were cut cff from suprlv cf food and medicine by
the Allied dominaticn of the area, the Japanese troopcs had little
else but roots and f=rns tc eat and couid not puf 1o mueh of s
fight. They were beaten back ster by otep with incrsasing speed.
It is difficult to understend how thers car be any need
tO carry on a wasteful and futile struggle on a front which has
already been given up by the High Com mana .
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