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TOEKYO NEWS - SOME ASPECTS OF NEW YEAR IN WAR TIME.

o o —

The custom of putting a pine tree in front of the gate at New
Year 1is not really a cluanlcul tradition in Japan. We do not find
it mentioned in the "Annals of Olden Times™ (hﬂalkl) and, strange
as 1t may sound, you will not flnu either the "kadomats su" or the
cherry blossoms in the peoms of the "Manyoshu" (early 9th century
compilation of poems). |

The strictness of the authoritics in not allowing waste of
timber is nothing to wax hot about. The timber must be used to
the utmost for charcoal and wooden ships. Thanks to the efforts of
the govermment, 35 varietiss of food for New Year dishes were put
on the market. They included beans, midget sardines, herring roes,
ribbon-geaweed, etc., so that it was possible in thce six large cities
to celebrate Ntvfiharnmre or less in the muaaoﬁgry manncr. Never-
theless the celebrations werc marked by an ikevitable tinge of sad-
ness, becausc of things lacking or absent.

NEW YRAR ORATICNS AND THR DIEH@EQi.- In the New Year oration given
by Premier ToJjo neither of taec phrases "Greater Bast Asia™ or “Co-
prosperity oSpherc" was usod. In spite of - his grand talk about the
prosperity mf the whole world, this could only be interpreted as
abandcnmept of the idecology nf the Great Iast Asia bloce. This is
aid to have cauced commotion and anger amongst diechdrds like
Gcnerdl Matsui, ﬂdn' al aubbsugﬁ, Hasimoto Kingoro and others
They seem to find in Tojo's latést approach some sort of peace
feeler towqrdu thm enemy, “thbﬂtrd with the unbat1 factory nilitary
situation in thu ooutin.

Shu Futsukal (Chou Ku hai) deputy executive of the Nankin
Government, stated in his-New Year speech that the G.E.A, policy
1s not a lMonroe doctrine and thut it is intended to open hast Asia
to the world. Thesc speeches are causing all the mere commen
because they have bcen broadecast in translation all over the world.

In sing it may be noted that an operation on Wang Ching Vei,
alleged l} fmr the extraction of a bullet lodged in his body by a
wUuld be assassin when he was in confercnce with Generalissimo
Chiang Kai Shek and other statesmer in 1935, was given as the reason
for Shu Futsu kal giving the New Year speecch in his place,

‘?‘j

1t certainly scems strange that the bullet whiﬂh Wang Ching wel
had been ecarrying round with him for well over cight years without
any apparcnt harm.tﬂ him, all of a sudden had to be removed. No
wonder that this ha El?uT rise both in China and Japan to unsavoury
rumours of anothcr a;n 1pt at assasslhation, causing scvere wounds
to Wang Ching wei.

=

ANDLPLENDLNCE AND_ GO? ANMENT IN THE P.I. Only & months after the
declaration or " indcpendcnce of the P. fs, the country is brirming
over with all sorts of problems of an cconomic, educational and
political nature. There is the prices preblem, the language dif-
ficulty and the problem of the schools, which seem impossible to
solvce. We learn of the appointment of two Vice-Ministers for
Internal ﬂffairﬂ.. Qne of them is Pilalmo Francisco, the Comuis-
sioner of Police It has been decided to expand the Police Force
to over 40,000 and to organise this forcc into a sort of army able
te fight the so-called guerillas. These reports, coming on top of
the ncws of the losgs of the G ilbert Islands and the frequent air
raids on the Marshall lslands, are causing deep concern also in
view of intcrral conditions in the P.I.
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CERTATN BASE IN SOUTH PACIFIC.

War Situation in South West and South Pacific.

LR L R N e e

Now Britain srea. Of late the fighting zeal of the Japanese forces
sStéeus vo have weakcened, Possibly the intention of the High

Command to give up defence ang withdraw, should the development of
the gituation warrant that dcclsicn, has leaked out to the troops

B Lhe “Eront .. he landing in the Cape Gloucester arca, which took
placc on December 26, has met with brilliant success. Its object
was the acquisition of ncarby bases for even stronger and morc con-
tinuous bombings of Rabaul, before it is occupicd. Helped by Allied
ailr attacks on this areca for morc than a month beforehand, the
Japanese were easily forceed to withdraw from this sector. It is
reported that repairs of the capturcd airfields by the Alliecd forces
nave procceded favourably and arc now nearly cemplcted,

Now Guinca and Vitiaz otraits. As reported in our previous issue,
the Allice, having complete command of the sea and air in this
rcgion, have landod at Capc licreus in New Britain.  They have thus
assured for themselves perfect control of the Vitiaz Straits.

Australian forces, Fighting in the Huon Pcninsula of Néw*Guinaa,
have.occupied Walingai, hitherto an important link in the Japanese
lines of supply. It was usecd as a shelter for incoming and outgoing
Japanese barges, transporting suppliecs and reinforccments.,

: lerican forces, acting in concert with the forces fighting in
the Ramu Valley, have coffected a surprisc landing at Saidor, about
84 kilometres S.E. of Madang. By thesc moves the Japanese forces in
New Guinea have been completely cneircled. The Japanese forccs,
lacking .sca and air support, cannot possibly delay or prevent the
-accelcration of the tightcning of the ring around them.,

v - Solomon Islands and Alr Fighting. The American forces in the Toro-
kina arca of Bougainvilie have consolidated theip position, and are
holding themsclves in readiness for further developments of the
Rabaul operations which are cxpectced from the direction of Cape
Glouccater, | | |

. +In addition to the continuous blastings of the Rabaul and
Kavieng areas by Allied planes in support of the Gloucestor landing,
docseribed above, the Allicd airforce has been directing almost daily
attacks against various Japanesec pesitions and bases. During last
December Allicd planes madc a total of 10,000 sorties.

The Marshall. Islands also have becn bombed several timcs,
These raids on various bases werc carried out with large quantities
of bombs and ammunition, causing great danege to the targets,

AS a result of the negative attitude of the High Cormand in

this arca, the sea offers fower targets. Nevertheless on December
<0 at Kavicng one Japanese destroyer and three merchantmen were sunk
by Allied aircraft, while on Jomuary 2, two Japanese crulsers were
set on fire, There has becn a great decline in the activitics of
Japancse supply barges, duc to aetion of Alliecd naval and air forces,
and outlying Japanese garrisons =re now in a’precarious position.,

- They depend for supplies on the inadequate loads sneaked in by sub-

- ORI

LISBON = SITUATTION IN EAST ASTA, In view of the completion of the
grcat military highway from Anerica through Canada, the massing of
American troops, including paratroops, in Alaska and Dutch Harbour,

the concentration of Anglo-Amcrican forees on the Burma-India frontier,
combined with the Allied capturec of the Gilberts and the reinforce-
mnent of the American and Chinese air forces in Lhing; JI5-ds heolk supr-
prising that in Japan extra measurcs are being taken Tor strengthen-
ing of home defencc, The Japanese government has already decided

to locwer the conscription age by one year, and as a precaution

against air raids to disperse factorics and part of the population
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of the cities to rural areas. The authorities of Japan, a

country which in contrast to most Eurcopean countries has had no
cxperience of invasion since the Mongolian attempt at the end of
the 13th cent ury, are showing great concern at the threat to which
the country is now exposed.

STOCKHOLM - WAR SITUATION IN LUROPE. RECELESSNESS OF GERMAN NAVY

oince the failure of Nazi submarinc warfarc, the convoying of
war supplics to Murnansk has grecatly incrcased, This fact, con-
bined with the initial successes of the soviet winter offensive,
causcd the German battleship "Scharnhorst™ (26,000 tons) to attack
a1 Allled convoye A8 & reésult, on December 26, it received torpedo
hits from two British destroyers and was sunk by a British battlie-
ship on its retreat from the scecne of the first action. The
nucleus of the German surface flect has now been reduced to two
10,000 ton pocket battleships,.

Murnansk is a Russian port which remains free of ice, thanks

to the Gull Strcan,

WAR SITUATION ON THE CONTINENT. 1n Italy the British Army has
capturcd Ortona. The port of Pescara, 160 kns NE by E of Romc, has
already been brought within range of thoip guns, On thc west coast,
the Aperican forces are on their way to Rone.

. Ih¢ Nazi forces are hampercd by the activities of guerilla
forces in Grecce and Yugoslavia, which arc inspired and assisted by
incrcasing Allied air actlivity, directed towards the destruction of
German communications in Italy and the Balkans.

Allied air raids on war industrics and cother inpoertant objece-
tives in Germany and northern Francc are practically daily affairs.
Berlin has been blasted with about 100,000 tons of boubs since May
and by dint of these fleree attacks has lost its ability to function
norriclly as the capital of the Reieh.

In Russia the winter offcnsive has startcd. The German forces
west of Kiev arec now in an extrenely dangercus position. The cros-
sing of the Polish fronticr by the Soviet armies in pursuit of the
withdrawing Nazi forces has becorc irmmincnt,

LITLRARY ITEM. Picture of Japanese professional conic storyteller
in the coursc of his recitation. Over it a short poem:-
The grandfather taking his grandscn out to attend the midday
SCS310n 1n tho storytcller's theatre, What a peaceful, happy
New Year scenc!

This picture is calculated to have a nostalgic effect in rceminding
the soldiers of the plping days of pcace in the home country.,

AP TO Bin INSERTED. Map on the lihes of attached newspaper clip-
ping with tho places of recent landings and other current opecrations
marked., The arrows should be onmitted,

-

955
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RC0O4



