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CONSTITUTION DAY J166.

The festival day of Kigensetsu is at the same time the com-
memoration day of the granting of the Constitution. On March l4th
of the first year of the Meiji era (1868) the Emperor, in the presence
of the court nobles and the daimyo, worshipped in the Hall of
Ceremonies of the Imperial Palace and promulgated the Charter QOath
of five articles, which embodied the national polity of the opening
o the country. They read as follows:-

l. Assemblies shall be established on a (nation) wide basis
and all matters of importance be decided after open discussion.

2+ The governing and the governed shall heHceforth of one
heirt actively engage in the promotion of the national
welfare.,

e . It is necessary that Court and Camp and the whole of the
nation be given scope and that thus mental weariness shall
be prevented.

4, 0Old ways and habits which are out of date and unsuitable,
shall be abolished and everything shall be based upon broad
principles of heaven and earth.

O Knowledge shall be sought for all over the world and the
Imgarial foundation thereby strengthened.

Iwentyeone years later the Constitution was promulgated and in
Meiji 23, the following year, the first Diet wes convoked. Since
then, for fifty years matters of importance were decided after open
¢ discussion and scope was given to ench individusl to fulfill his
destiny according to his talents. The nation flourished and was
respected by other peoples.

However, in the last thirteen years lmportent matters have been
decided by clan opinione (group opinion; minority opinion) and people
have been deprived of scope. Troubles were started abroad, frequent
recourse was had to unjustified military force, assassination and =
killing became the order of the day. Moreover, an allience wa§ con-
cluded with the dietatorial rulers of Nezli-Germany and Fascist-Italy,
and finally the G.E.Ae. war brought about. The acts committed are in
éli?ianb conflict with the high and benevolent intentions of Emperor

e .

As we are epproaching the third commemorstion of Constitution
day since the start of the G.E.A. Wer, those goenuine patriots who
have the real welfare of their ocountry at honrt are mourning the
present, whilst remembering the pest. If you contemplate matters
you will cortainly share their feolings.

AUSTRALIAN ‘ﬂ-’AR MEMORIAL RC04958



