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SOUTH PaCIFIC NEWS BULLETIN J.158

. H-Jm-‘-ﬁ-ﬂ

How: 87

Lssued February lst, 1944,

D AL o .

' TOKYO NEWS: Illiness of H.M, the Emperor.

T P S e . TS e

1. The ceremony of reading New Year poecms was scheduled to
be held in the palace on January 28th, but it was suddenly
decided to postpone the function owing to H.M.'s indisposition
on account of a cold. For this reason morc then 38,000 senders
of New Year poems will not be honoured by having uhelr creations
read out to His majesty, as they will merely be submitted for
perusal.’” The number of poemns sent by overseas JﬁaneSG do not

'eXceed 1,000, whereas ccmpared with last year, there is also a
GGHSIdGrﬂble decrease in the number offered by nembers of" the

. fighting forces at the fronts this year, WhlGﬂ number. mnly a
little over 700.

S 4 The JImperiel Household DGPEFLMG 16 voiced-consternation at
n_the fact that the Imperial Pglacc has been invadad by a seasonal

disense frﬂm.whlch.many people ‘in the country art at present

suffering and that the Emperor himeelf has also teen afflicted

~with:. it.
B Sprlng Wrest11ﬂr_§thqu; cstling bouts were held fram - - -
- ,January 9th to February 23rd, L““T’ﬂE a-fu]l nouse ey after day.

-In the last bout the wrestler Terukuail cams out &g = victor over
-Futabayamas . The latter had to register two dsfeats agalnst 13
victcories. There were threec or four cther wrestlers who attained
the same record of two defeats ag-inzt 13 viGtoriess The best
record holder 1ln tlis tournement was Sega-ine-H:

=

g The comparative scores for the two groups were 152 for the
Hast Group as against 164 for the West Group. the banner of
- Wittory was received for the West Group by Putabasyama, who has
now been shifted to the East Group with a few cther colleagues.

Se Notes -on_the 84th Session of the Mjfj";' e totel of the
budget for the  fiscal year 1944, as passed Dy the Lower House,
amounts to 90,967,434,000 yen,  This includes roughly 38,000

million yen for djﬁucu war expenditure, whersas %the balance
represents the budget for ﬂﬁﬂlnmﬁtliﬁqﬁﬁ end for subsidiary war
_axPensas as uutlay for increase of food production; . increase of
production of war needs and for improvemsnt of the transporZaetion
systems, The intended disbursecments repressnt about €5 percent
O the estimated national income of 60,000 Plﬁllpn VeIl

= o The amount of this budget of more than S R 00 “i‘lion“yen
sounds very big indeed but thers are many people who asX them-
selves whether even this large ?ﬂ@ﬂﬁ* will suffice for Gar"?lng
on the present war, the more so as the vaLv“ of money 18 1ln-
creasingly influenced by the inflation of prices of goods and
materials. However, this budget is definitely up to the limit
Of the flnancial spending power of the ﬁ“”*tﬁ |

Whether for this reason or 4Tﬁ“lT nier TCjo has .seen the™
necessity Oof convoking a mecting of ex~premiers befors this sSess-
ion of Parliament at WEmch Prince ZXon 1 other ex-Pr
Ministers, such as Hirota, Okada, Wek 0 o B ol mere preaent.
- One could not help feeling that the Prime Minister's =
assurances in his replv to interpellations in the Diet, that pro-
duction of plencs and armements in Japan wes now shm¢10$9nt;and
that more energr could now be diverted to emelioration of the
living conditions of the people, did not ring quite true., Further-
more, the people were dis ppmlnt c¢d abt the epnouncemants of .the
Minister of Agricul +Lruj hLu Yamesaki, to the effeét that good
results of :the attempts at improvemecnt cf the rice orop in Kores
cannot be expecteﬂ within the next fi“t years; thet the nation
must change from its habitual ov 1g“1ud rice diet to g

Ly
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Tifty-fifty diet of rice ang potatoes, that importation of .
foreign rice cannot be expected with certainty, but that the

present average rate of rice distribution of approximately 3 GO

per ?apita (per day) will be mainteined (3 GO equivalent to about

I o 19 ¢

4, Conference of Chiefs of Police in Tokyo: Six days before
the Diet started 1Its session on January 2lst, the Government called
& national meeting of the Chiefs of Police in the capltalse

. . They were ordered to be very strict in dealing with people
wgf ®give voice to discontent with wer-life conditions in private
talks, thereby setting up the people against what they consider
an ill-advised war, to further the strengthening of AWR«P:, in
view of recent repeated raids on Paremushiro; and to take measures
against evasion of the newly lnstituted taxes, The additional
revenue as the results of the incresse in income and other direct
taxes provided for in the tax increase law which passed the Lower
House is estimated at ©y200 million yen for the caning fiscal year
and at 2,500 million yen for the following fiscel year., The levy
of indirect taexes is tc be incressed Oy 883 million yen. This will
raise the total proceeds from taxes to 17,000 million yenh. The
national savings aim has also been sharply raised from 27,000
milllon yen for last year, to 35,000 million yen for the ccming
years Fines for tax evasion will be thirty times the amount due
for the tax which has been evadod. The price of lemonade,
heretofore 10 sen per bottle, is raised to 15 and that of a bottle
Of sweet champagne cider from 30 sen to 50 sen, The tax officials
have been authorised to enter private houscs for inspection even
in the middle of the night and the govermment apparently aware of
the harshness of these measures, seem to have felt the necessity
o speclal exhortation to the Chiefs Of Police in the present

Gonference,
°¢ = Decease of the well-known ccmposer Junker in Tokyo: The

well-kKnown music teacher of the Usno and Musashino Music Schools in
Tokyo, Mr. Junker, who had worked in music educetional circles in
Japan since his arrival 1n the country 47 years ago, died in the
beginning of this year at the great esge of 76, On his 75th birth-
day he received a Jepanese Order and a lifec pension from the German
Government., Ordinarily the old artist should have received the
medal for cultural achievement, instead of only the third class of"
the Rising Sun Order, AT The time it was rumoured that the decis-
ion to grent this order instead of the medal, was made partielly
because he was not s Japanese snd partlially because he had assisted
to a great extent in the ccriposition of various Japanese ermy and
navy marches.

L

6a Wer of shipping Destruction: In contrest with the lncreasing
evidence of the failure or the Mazl subtmarine war are the g ood
results attained by &merican submarines in Last Asle and in the
Pecific, On January 14th, the U.S. Navy announced the sinking of
ten more Japanese ships in Pacific and far castern waters, on
January 21st, the sinking of twelve nore by submarine action was
announced. This brings the total score of UsSs submarines in the
western theatres of war (as seen fronm U.Sch.) up to 378 (Japahese
reports up to December 7th last year menticned only 220 ships sunk).
It has also been enncunced that a British submerine sank a 5,100 ton
Jaepanese cruiser in the Streits of Malaccea. As the Jepanese sub-
marines ere engeged in the transportation of supplies ete, in the
South, nothing has been heard of their warlike activities since one
Cf them appeared off Aden in the micddle of last yesr, In December
1943 in America an averege or nearly seven ships were delivered
dallys - The total tonnege was given as 5,044,329 deadweight tons,
In 1945, S92 ocean golng bankers were produced in America as against
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