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J171.

Officers and men of the Japanese forces!

For many years, while planning their schemes of conquest the
Japanese militarists were strengthening their bases in the Central
Pacific. Now, their work of twenty years is being destroyed almost
overnight by terrifiec and increasing Allied blows.

Jepan's inner defensive zone is crumbling with dramatiec
Suddenness, and it is evident that the militarists are powerless te stop
this. The Gilbert Islands were captured inNovember and 4,500 officers
énd men of the Japanese army were annihilated in the fighting, The
Japanese Navy did not intervene. Then the Allied attack swept on to
the Marshalls, Still the Japanese Navy made no attempt to interfere.
No help came, and the defending troops were sbandoned by their inecapable
High Command. The main base of Kwajalein fell only three days after
the attack had been started on January 2l. Roi Island was also
captured causing the useless loss of 6,500 officers and men and Army
employees, The Allied offensive rolled on.

Nexv Truk came under heavy attack. On 23 February
(Tap date 24 February) carrier planes raijded the Marianas Islands.
5240 klm, south -~ south - east of Japan that is 1280 klm, nearer
Japan than is Truk. Step by step the Allied forces are approaeh-
ing the Homeland. :

12 tae Marshalls landings and other Operations Allied losses
were comparatively light, This was due to the completeness of their
preparavions and to improvements in tacties end equipment, The
Japanese military clique, no longer able to conceal the faects, have had
to reveal in their comruniques the loss of 3 cruisers, 2 destroyers, 13
transports, and 120 pPlanes in the attack on the supposedly impregnable
base of Truk alone. Allied reports mention Japanese losses in this

attack as 19 ships sunk and 201 planes destroyved

These developments in the war are full of significance both
to the hopelessly outfought Japanese troops on isolated fronts and to
the garrisons who £+ill awgit their fate elsewhere in the South, Yet
whilst these wide spread avtacks were made against Japanese bases in
the Pacifi: United States Navy also attacked bases in the South
bombarding Rabaul and Kavieng on February 18 (Japanese date 19 February).
As things are the High Command cannot prevent the Allies from taking
the bases which lie close to the Homeland therefore what expectation
1s there that it wiil be able either to reinforce or withdraw the
troops in the far Southern Regions,
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