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Officers and men of the Japanese Army:

(Introductory motto). war is destructive, The shorter
it lasts the better. Hencec it is wise to stop fighting as soon
as it becomes polntless. This applies equally to men and
to states,

The following 1is based on an official memorundum
compiled by the Australian Department of the Army.

i 9 Prisoncr of war camps in australia are estublished in
fertile and healthy country districts. The accomnmodation pro-
vided is similar to that providcd for the australian ATrny.

In accordance with international regulations (Japancse)
officers and other ranks are accommodated in separate con=
ﬁnunds.

2 o Although Japancse prisoncrs of war receive the sane
ration scale as Australian depot troops, ricc¢ cun be supplled
and prisoners can do thelr own cooking. They may obtalin
variation of food in harmony with their national dietary re-
quirements through the camp leadcr.

o Japanese other ranks prisoners arc given a free issue
of five cigarcttes per man per day.

4. As the result of medical facilibties provided 1in the
camps, the health of thc prisoncrs of war has improved immonsely
since their capture, for which many have expressed their
sratlitude,

O Other ranks prisonc¢rs of war in good health arc en-
ploved in farming and other work. They arc paid for this work
in accordance with international regulations. They appear to
be doing their work in a cheerful mood.

6, Prisoners of war are permitted {o obscrve their own
religious ceremonics (Shinto, Buddhist and Christian). There
18 plenty of space 1in each camp for sports and exerclses.

Ton Daily newspapers are¢ avallable and, if desired, two
letters a weeck may be despatched by each prisoner.

& Fach compound has a camp lcader elected from amongst
themselves by the prisoners of war. It is a matter for mutual
satisfaction that of late there has been amplc evidence that
both the Japanese 0fficers and other ranks prisoners arc taking
a normal and sound view of their position. The managenent of
the camps is working smoothly, as therc is no dissatisfaction
on the part of the prisoners with the interpretation given

to their status and with the treatment they receive,

In short, in tho treatment of all prisoncrs o war,
the provisions of the Geneva convention are strictly obsecrved,
Some of Tthe detalls and results of thelr trcatment have been
shown in this communication. |

Departnent of the army,
Coamonwcalth of australia,
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