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;igiiﬁbkjb;NEW' ¥:Emﬁres$"ﬁirthday ﬁﬁﬁ Dolls' Festival.

_ Msreh 6 is the anniversary of. the birthday of the Empress and
. March.3 the date of the dolls? 'estival. This is the season of
-, ..peach-blossomsi Alas; the usual delicacies for this festival were
o o: sMissing because of the times, and the celebration was simple indeed.
st (More elaborate in Japanese text which mentions a few of these
delicacies)., Still there were some factories in which the girl
- hands -had been able with great difficulty to get a display of dolls
~ for the occasion, In some rural cottages a branch of peach blossom
was displayed in a2 bamboo vase in front of a simple scroll of the
dolls' festival, The original meaning of old customs and traditions
- 1s often forgotten, and this goes for the dolls! festival too,
. It originated in e Chinese exorcism ceremony in which body and mind
e were. purified and discases teken awey by immersion, Afterwerds a
e benguet:wss held on the river bank. This custom is said to have been
adopted ii"Japan during the reign of Kenso, the 23rd human imperor
(4:D. 485-487). They made midget human figures of peper and used
- them as charms to expel evil and sickness. People stroked their
limbs :with the paper figures and theh ¢sst thom into a stream. About
2 thousand years later, in the reign of Go-tsuchi, the 183r4 empe ror,
(A:Ds 1465-1500) the paper figures were changed into the dolls of
the dolls!' festival. 2 5 S

. - - Uneasiness -in the country continues.
Continuous reverses in the South since January of last year

led to the discherge of the Chief of the General Staff, Field
Mershal Sugiyema, and the Chief of the Naval Staff, Fleet Admiral
Negeon, as scapegoats mnde to bear the responsibility, Even before
these dismisseals, a Partial change of the Cabinet hed been announced,
On this occasion Mr. Goto was put in charge of the Department of
Transport snd Communications, whiéh has proved t6 be onée of the
weakest spots in the national organisation. In view of the geography

~of Japan, an elongated country extending over more than.2,000 kms.,
‘& mountainous country with = stormy coast, possessing very few canals
and o narrow. guage rellway system, the people are :wondering whether
°ven & genlus could effectively remedy the se defectss, The feeling
preveils that this regrettably inefficient transport system may even
Prove the finzl cause of Japan's defeant in this WATs

- The Govermment has issued special orders to judiciel and

police officials- tc stamp out black marketing, but in spite of all
thelir efforts, this sort of 1llegel trade is continually on the
increase, The "Asahi® and other Papers have pointed out that inadeqg-
uate means of transport, causlng stoppeges nand blocking of supplies,
give further impctus tc black market trading., e

Although there have been some victory reports from Burma,
these were rather diseppointing, particularly beceuse, contrary to
usege, no figures of Japanese losses have been published. © This leack
- of informaticn has revived rumours which hs3 beenl meking the rounds™
previously, but had been temporarily suppressed by the drastic meas-

ures taken by the authorities.

ﬁeath.ﬂf.Mr. Seigai Kokubu.

- On Mereh 7 the death of Mr, Seigai Kokubu, famous literary
scholar end classical poet, was announced, He h=d reached the great
age of 88« He was an cutstanding figure in his field from the
middle of the Meiji period and throu hout the Taisho period, The
deceased scholar hsiled from Sendai capitel of Miyagi prefecture)
eand served for many yeers =s a member of the Imperial Institute of
Arts and Literature. Perhaps because he was not in agreement with
the trend of the times, he seems to have =lmost completely severed
.his ties with the world during the lsst years of his life.

' RCO4965
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War Situatiﬂﬂ_in.Sﬁﬁth;PacificL}_-. B

.- As indicested by the map, the ‘allies seized .a position of
~great strategic advantage when on Feb. 29 they lznded on Los Negros
-~ ¥sland -in the Admiralty group, and occupied -Momote cirfield.
"t - Japanése counter-attecks, aimed at reteking the airfield, were
repulsed.' The airfield is now ready for use, nnd the whole of the
”isl;nﬁ_is under llied ‘control. | e e e

-~ dded to Green Islands, Torokina, Kiriwins, Gloucester,.
. Finsohhafen, ond Saidor, Momote completes the ring of bases surround-
ing Rebaul. It will now .be impossible’ for supplics to get through to
‘thils ‘once strong basecs e e Sl s e

- Not- only does Mombdte cirfield sorl of £ the Bismerck Sce
-but-it also -brings @all the waters between Truk and the New Guinee
_ melnladd within A11ded ai rirebges: < 0F na TTED ) - o

S R this“ﬁﬂmimnlty“opcrﬁtinnﬁwasmin;prqgrcss;'U.S..dastroyars
e did torpedo -bogts werc shelling' Rabaul and' its: subsidiary. bases
«=. " in the Bismerck  Seay ' Tekitg adventage of the impotence of Rabaul's
~ defences, the torpedo boats roh right into the horbour., .There was
so little shipping, they could find no targets’ for their torpedoes.

The constant allied bombing :of Robaul has met with no serial
Opposition since February 19. These frcts only confirm that the
~ Japanese High Command has at-last realised that ‘any: further attempts
5o hold the ‘Southern frohts are! useless.. e _ ¥
- On #he ground, wllied troops-are. pressing eastwards. On
March 6 U.S. Marines effected n lending et Talesea, on New Britain,
only 250 kms from: Rabaul, @ Oppositiomn was S1Aghty v e |

.. In New Guinen,+JLPEﬁESe“withﬁrawﬁl towards Madang continues.

In" the ‘Solotons.,, Japanese air 2ctivity seems to have ceased
apart from ‘anoccasional floatplane. - = - s -

War Situstion in Central Pascifics

&

_ There have been no new major developments in the Central
. FPacific since the .merican capture of Kwajolein and Eniwetok atolls,
- end their diversionary attack on Truk. But wallied bombings on various
'sections is of almost daily occurrence, . In this sphere too the

Jepanese have been.forced completely on ‘the defensive., .

It is now kﬁﬂmm'that.Majufﬁ atnlf;fmne of the Marshalls, was
occupied without opposition early in the Marshalls operations, dan
=airfield 1s belng constructed on . this atoll,

Details of the U+3. attock on Salpan and Tinian in the 5
Marianas on Feb.22 have now been published. The attacking force
destroyed 135 Jspanesc zircraft =snd 2 ships, and demaged 9 ships.
On March 3 there was snother raid by U.S. planes on Kussie and
Ponagpe in the Carolines. The results of this raid have not yet
been published as operations continue,in this ares=. e

War Situstion in Burma.

2 Japenese forces operdating on the comparatively ,easy arakan
front launched en offensive omploying about three divisions. - They
‘achieved = tempor-ry success in. surrounding the 7th Indisn Division,
but on account of the usual lack of air power on their..side, they
completely falled in following this up.. The 7th Indian Division
was kept supplied by air and was therefore able to hold. their
position until relieved. The Jepanese gave.up the operation after
having lost about 4,500, killed end wounded.

1t seems that the Japanese hrve now started new operations
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in the Chin hills area. OFf late the transport of war msterials
from India to Chungking by 2lr =nd over the Nepal land route
has reached a monthly five figure tonnage.

« Glimpse of the Destruction of Shipping.

February 1944 was the worst month of the war so for for
Japanese shipping: During this period 1 aireraft carrier,
1 destroyer, 5 tankers and over 20 merchantmen were sunk by allied
submarines., 10 naval vessels, 2 tankers and 28 merchantmen were
sunk by .llicd surfece or zir forces, Excluding the naval losses,
the Jeapanese lost in all about 200,000 tons of merchant shipping.

Subsequently U.S. submarines heve sunk an aedditional 70,000
tons of shipping.

These hecvy shipping losses are one of the main factors
forcing the Japanese High Command to sbandon its outposts and with-
draw to inner positions et the end of shorter ses routes.

WaR SITULTION IN EUROPE.

Wer in Russia, In the North the Russinn armies have continued

Lo be successful. They have made great advances and forced the
Finns to come out with proposals for a separate peace, The sillies
have sent a certein number of navel ships to reinforce the Beltic
and other RKussian fleets. In the South the offensive in the Ukraine
is pushing the German army further back and ceusing great anxiety
in Roumanis., The Russian offensive has been revived on both fronts
with grcat force.

Germany ond Occupied Europe, Wor in the air. The air war in
Europe agninst German acroplene fectories and ot her war Plants
is still gaining in intensityg it educing the activities of
the German szirforce snd fc}rﬂig’t azls increasingly on to the
defensive, The R...Fs is using =2 new 5 ton bomb.

Since January 21 to March 4 the allied air forces dropped
considerably more than 3,600 tons of bombs on Germany« Heavy attacks
were made on Schweinfurt, Steyr, Regensburg and three other centres
O war production, in addition to the confinuous raids over the
Berlin erea, Jmongst others, Messerschmidt aeroplane factories
have been one of the main targets,

«bout 10,000 tons of bombs were dropped on Northern France
~and other German occupied territory in Europe during the same
period. In marked contrast the weight of bombs dropped by the
Germans over London in this time did not exceed 1,700 tons,

- War in Itely. Operations in Italy are being hampered by snowfall
in the mountains and rainfall in the coastal asreas. Lately the
Germens heve suffered a reverse in & three-dey attack on the Anzio
front and it is doubtful whether they will continue the attack.

Poems Inspired by the Peach Blossom Season,

le How lonely is the festival time! Having become a nun (ive,
broken off ties with the world) there is no display of dolls
any more.

2 Yesteryear on this day my beloved lived with me, Our faces
were flushed like the peach blossom., Now I do not know where my
beloved has gone, though the peach blossom smiles as of old in
the soft spring breeze. (Poem by a certain Taku, Tang period).

3 S?ring hes come and the peach blossoms in my garden are
agaln 4+ bloom, My beloved who was here lest yeer, where has
he (she) gone?
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