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fuiaours about ling Cuing-Wel. - I February of this year
a law was promulzated in Nanking providing for gpacdnl Erials for
high:officials and immediote execution of the sentences passed at
thase' trials. - -The novenents of Chief HExeecutive liang Ching Wei
gave rise to all sorts of rumours. . According to. the talk that
went around: he had cithcer bocn assassinated, or had sustained
serious - injury and had becn sent to Japan for treatment. These
runours cven brought the Military Police in Jupan into action,

~as they werce considered to lLave a bad influcnee, worse than

the irresponsible whisperings davout a clash between the Japanese
and American main fleets, and the total annihilation of one or the
other, :

Probably the officlials concerned have .decided that their
~continued silenc: regarding ‘ang Ching viel nust to a large extent
have been- responsible for thesc unwelcosie rumours. Towards the end
of Murch they poernitted the publication of a comumunique announcing
that Wang Ching Wel had arrived in Japan at the beginning of
March and had cntered a certain hospital. He is:to.be operated on
for'an acute spinal diseasc, Cunming in the wake of various other
reports that ‘/ang Ching Wel had come. to Japan: for treatment of a
wound reccived ylurs ago from a would-be assassin, this statement
is not- likely to stop talk., The masses, who. love:gossip, go on

-~ ghattering, | : o

Ihe weather and the rice crop of 1943, At the time of the
weeding of the ricc plunts, the tolling farner does not know what
- autunn’ will. bring, rain,. storn or shincy - He-loses-weight as the
- rcsult’ of his hard labour,. f

]
T

Beeause oi the .shortage of hands in war time, the collection
of natural nanure to auke good the scerious deficiency of chemical
fertiliscr nmakes the job of the farmer harder than ever. He cannot
help comparing his lifc with that of tho workers in the war factor-
1es in the neighbourhood, and cannot. escape from a feeling of envy .

A8 a natter of fact thore . is some possibility eof meking
extra proilt. from the black market in wvegctabless grown dn villages
near the citics, but only a swall part of the farming population
gets any bensfit from this, The official price standard for rice
prevents a rise in the price even if the crop is smaller, and the
only consolation for the farmers is the governnment prenium on rice
produccd,

' - The. figurs for the 1943 rice .crop 1s 62,887,045 koky, showing

+ a aecreasec of 5,888,788 conparcd with the previous year. This is

& greatablow to the farners who are helpless to rencdy this
result, for which - 'thc government blames the weather, Moreover
the! prospects Of a rich harvest this yecer seen extremely glender,
on account of the short winter, caused by a legser discrepancy
between the solar and the old lunar calendar for the present year,
Elderly people used to say that for Japan good crops go together
with wartine, but the truth of this saying is belied by the facts.
The authoritlies are hard pressed to find means of alleviating the
food proovlai.

AR STTUATTON TN THE PACIFIC.

oouth Pacific Arca. The way things are going one almost gets the
inpression thut the Japanese nav y and airforce have entirely with-
drawn from this arca, since the replacement of the leaders of the
ardy Znd nuvy staffs in Tokyo. It seems that the Allied navy and
alr force cun do as they like in this theatre of war,

The chain of allicd bases surrounding Rabaul and Kavieng has
bcen further strongthenccs. On March 11 end 12 Butjo Luo and
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Hauwel in the adniralties, less than 5 and 8 kns from Lorengau
respectively, were occupled by Allied troops. Shell fire from
thegsé lslands, together with &alr and naval bonbardrient covered
the Allled landing on Manus on March 15, which led o the cap-
turc of lLorengou derodromc on thc next day.  Thus the aAllies have
another important base, situated 1,080 kms. from Truk, 560 from
Rabaul, and only 440 IIDH.de&h. |

A Ffew duys later, on March 20, U.s. Marines occupied Enirau
afid Elonusad islands in the St. Matthias group. These islands
arce north-west of HNew Ireland and only 928 kmns froa Truk.
Sinultancously with this operation an allied naval force, includ-
ing wvattleships, shelled Kavieng., Constant boabing attacks seen
to have rcduccd this buse to the sane inpotence as Rabaul.

The acquisition of these new allicd positions not only
tightens the ring around New Britain and New Ireland, but also
incrcascs the threat to Truk and the Carolines, alrcady nenaced

“fron the Marshalls

Little has been seen of Japanese shipping (in this area)
recently, but on karch 19 & Japanese convoy consisting of one
6,000 ton transport and one¢ 4,000 ton transport und three escort-
ing corvettes was sunk. These ships may possibly have been sent
to effect evacuation fron Wewak, During the next day-a destroyer
and two cargo ships were sunk by allied planes. Aerial opposition
fron Wewak to allied bonbing attacks is alnost negligible.

In New Gulinea the aAustralian farcﬁ“.which=ﬂrmva dovn the
Ramu Valley and over the Finisterre Ranges i$ now closing in on
Ladjin anc another Allied forcc advancing along the coast fron
Saldor 1s now about 29 kns., from this base.

/) l:U

At Torokina on Bougalinville the Japanese have staged a coun-
ter-attack against the aAllicd position., This was no nore than a
last desperate venture, which achisved no result.

In-addition to.-other actliwvities, the Allied eir force
bormbed the naval base and port of Soerabaya on March 15 and again
on March 17, On the latter occasion fires broke out which were
visible 200 kns. away, :

Central Pacific.s Palau Attackedfor First Tiae. In this
arca Allicd eir attacks on rusale, Panﬁpb and other Japanese~
occupled 1slands have beconme an &alnost duily occurrcnee, On
March <9 the grcat Japanese naval and staging base of PleH We s
attacked ;ur uhb first time by an Anerican naval force, including
Guttlbahlpa nd aircraft carriers, Japanese warships had, as

usual, hurrlully left the scecne, leuving Palau to the shelling
and DDﬂDle of.the American force, This neans that the war has
been brought still closcr to Japan and the signifiicance of this
new developmsnt is plain.

| Co-ordination between the various anllied commands in the
Pacific enabled this attack to be synchronised with boubing attacks
on Truk, Hollandia in Duteh New Guinea, and lioleai atoll in the
mrﬂllnas oy planes from the South Pacific. The Japanese air
force suffered hcavy losses (about 200 planes) in the Hollandia
and Truk strikes,

Burna war Situxtion,

In this area the Japanese, alarmncd by thb ever 1ncrua51ng
strength of the Chinesc-anericun airforce and of the Chinese arny
resulting fro:i the transport of war .oterials by air and over the
new Burmna Road (Lﬁdu Road), finally decided to launch an attack at
the beglinning of Fobruary. -The Allics have stationed a strong
anglo-Tndian aray from Inphal to the coast, whilst there is a
powerful Chinesc-Ancrican~-British force on thb frontier of Burna
and Yunnan, In the Inphal sector, the Japanesec have been able to
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penetrate beyond the frontier, but in the other sectors tho
battle is going agzainst theri, and they have not even succeceded
in taking Tarmu, Thercfore the gencral situation does not look
encouraging for the Japanese, -

In Order to disturb the rear of thic Japancse forces; an

Allicd detachnent of 0,000 nien with about 200 vchicles has

, €stablished itself near Latha, 240 kas. north of Mindaalay.,
They built two bases and startcd operations, These bases have
becn established cntircly by air, troops and egulpaent being
transported in twenty gliders flown down at night in the period
fron Mareh 3 to March 10, - The gtrategiec vilue of this daring
opcration. will only be fully undérstood when the history of
this canpaign is written, but ther. is no doubt dbout the sig-
nificance of this pove, The presenve oi Jackie Coogan, once a
Juvenile fila actor én joying great populirity in Japan, now a
fully fledged soldier, as a ncuber of the detachment lends a ro-
mantic note to this episode,

War Situction in Europe Outlined,

Nazi arny Occupicd Hungary,

In Europe the allics arec continuing their raids against
Geruan war production. So far %25 large war factories in
Gernany have becon destroyed by these raids, AS the Geriians are
forced to countinue exerting thoaselves on the Italian front,
and at the sane time obliged to reserve forces for the coning
sccond front, one Gernan retrcat follows another on the Fastern
front. In the South the spearhead of the Russian arnies have
rcached the Carpathian mountains, Odessa is now threatencd, and
& critical internal situation is fast developing in Rounanisa,
as well as in Bulgaria. In all vital positions in these countries
Rounanian and Bulgarian troops maust be replaced by Gernan
Soldiers. As a result of these developiicnts of the war in Tast-
crn dsurope the¢ Hunsarian uriy, consisting of about 30 divisions
which up to now was consldered as a second line TEgerre Por the
Gernans, has on the contrary bccone & liability, and the Nazj
arny has carricd out the total occupation of Hungary,

churchill deplores foglishness of the nilitary clique for tho
sake of Japan.,

The British Prime Minister, Mr. Churchill, In a radio speech
on March 26, dcalt with the world war situstion. He described
the  effcet of the .attacks on WAl -indusbiy thn Geériany, and spoke
of the effect of the projceted second fro:ut together with the
fTighting in Italy on the f1ghting on the Russian fronts. Turning
to the Far Zast, he criticised the rashness of the Japanese
nilitary governnent in lightheurtedly starting this UNnneces sary
war, In his words a deep Toeling of regret for the Japanese
people, who will have to bear the consequonces of this rash
action, were clearly inplied, |
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