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AITAPE-HOLLANDIA LANDINGS

OFFICERS AND IMEN OF THh JAPANLSE ARMY:

The Allies have struck & new and deadly blow against your forces
isolated in the South.

On 22 April Allied troops made a triple landing over a 150-mile
front at Aivape, Hollandia and Tanahmerah Bay (New Guineg. They
nave now occupied the Humboldt Bay Area in which Hollandia is situaced,
on the northern coast of Dutch New Guinea, approximately 500 miles west
of saidor.

- The landings were made under cover of naval and air bombardment
and followed neutralising attacks by Allied land-based air forces and
planes from carriers of the Pacific Fleet.

Complete surprise and effective support secured the initial land-
ings with slight losses.

Lhis operation encircles your 18th Army, dispersed along the
novchern New Guinea coast. To the cast are the Australians and
americans; to the west the Americans; to the north the sea controlled
by the sallied Naval forces: to the south untraversed jungle and moun-
taln renges; and over all is the Allied air mastery.

Such 1s the fate confronting many thousands of Japanese troops.
I'nese are the men who were destined for the invasion of Australia. Yet
another rash dream of the militarists has come to disaster. And as
usual 1t is the troops who have to suffer for it.
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