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WITHIRAWAL OF JAPANESE TROOPS FROM PAPUA AND GUADALCANAL
JAPANESE FAILURES DISCIOSED.

Officers and men of the Imperial Army! |

At last the Imperial H.Q. have broken their silence on the Japanesse
defeats in Papua and on Guadalcanal Island. : —

In their communique of February 9th they claim that these operatlions,
which cost them dearly in life and material, have succeeded. .Althqugh
they assert that the withdrawal of the Japanese troops from these
theatres of war only means their giving up advance bases, which hgve -
“served to conceal the completion of the main base of operations,tne
communique admits the fact of the retreats and disastrous losses. It

also admits the fact that superior Allied fighting power has forced the -
withdrawal of the Japanese troops from valuable advance bases of attacks.
This amounts to a clear admission of failure on account of faulty strat-
‘egic planning. Because of bad staff-work your soldiers suffered terribly
from hunger and disease before they died, As a matter of fact your army
has been forced from an offensive into a defensive position. The forces
of the United Nations will not fail to make full use of the possibjlities
offered to them. Your first retrcat will be followed by a second, and

e third, and a fourth, and further retreats, It will prove to have been
the first step towards the final defeat of your military government, a
defeat from which it cannot escape, _
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