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JEL SOUTY PACTIIC NEWS WEEXKLY NO, 2 e
X Taolwve reporied +the death £t the end of last week of Vico-

- - Towmies 3Dy Yasuru Biraga, Fresideat of the Tolyo Imperial Unlversity.
., rorage diod in the ITmperial University Hosplial at th2 age of 8c.
"he Arcessed is gnown as an cutstanding authority on skipbulldlng anG
1PE oeelgred 1ﬂﬁ: THJO“ W1T1“i““ for thu Japunese Navv, ine *adlﬂg 5118
vetsleshing "Muta an@ "Nagato”

Especilally in view of the importance of shipbullding as one
of the greatsst problems arising for Japen from the war, the derisa
1o crnsidered to be a great loss to the Japanese,

% 1= P*norted from Tokyo that this year before the Diet ;
Frims Ministor To nas broken all recorcs for the nunber of Times arc
words spoken by -n} Japanese Premier in Diet sesaicns. 1In spltc of
this verbosity, an opinion seems to be hceld by well-informed peoplc o
tke ¢ffeclt that the Premler could have spekcn to bettor puirpose 1in
civing something better than the poor excuses offered by the High
Oomnard for the loss of Guadalcanal and Papua, Last year Jopanese
nronaranda spoke frequently of the wital pars tﬁ he ﬁWWvP% by Guadal-
canai In the plan to cut American connections with Australis, 1t said

“hiat +he American Marines on thc island were sure to be annihilat=d,
The new cxplanation offered is that the loss of Guadalcaral anG of
thsr bases in the Solomons and New Cuinea does not prcvent tho
Japanese Navy striking st the American supply lincs. Eut serilous-
minded people are usking themselves how thls statement can posaibiy be
reconcilsd with the great sacrilices made by the Jepanes St rtalalbio

t*ﬂpf cn hoid these noslitions, The Jupanese slde in tHLﬂ nali wear
1CS¢C uf 'ships, 27 fully manned transports, and 741 planes, whils
Bhoge- Ei Ld and died on the shore alone numbered over 17,000, 1
LP““ Aﬂj no strategliec value, as 1s now claimed, then the sacrifice
were an utter waste

Furthermore they feel that the nation has not been informed
of the adverse influence which the terrible reverses of Nazi Germany
in Russla, and of Germany and Italy in North Africa, wlll have on
Japan's future war position,

Tokro newspapcrs PEEGPt at length Dr, Goebbel's speech 1in
Berlin, Dr. CGoebbcls put a series of questions to the German pecple.
dave they, he asked, lost their failth in victory? Are thsy tired of
battle? Are they opposed to measures takcn faor tlhie effort of tolal
war? Have they lost faith in Hitler? Is the homo front supporting
the fighting forces? Should more drastic mecacsurcs be teken against
dde’Iq and exploiters? Should burdens fall equally on rich and poor?

Mainichl on February 20 publlshed a report of this mecting
from its Berlin correspondent, EHe said that the German people ha
previously trusted entirely in the strength of the German Army., How-
ever, the people now know that the war is the desperate concern of all,

Eerdin, Owing to the labest Russian advances in the Ukraine
wl.ichi threaten to make the whole of the Don basin one gigantic trap,
the tone of the German press grows more scmbre then ever, Taganrog 18
thrcatened and may have fallen before thcese words ars priated. Ths
chizt aim of the Red Army ls now to reach the Dnieper refore tias lgﬂm
mans can get back to it from the Donctz basin., The brcak virougk a:
revliograd was an astonishing feat, and 1t enubies the usziuas
to brcadon the front along which they are prescing o 1ne Xive
Thete 1z - no dcubt that wiSh e Fall of Opel, waich 2 exhrctaa 1a s
SEr T redEiiuture, - Lhe whole<lgarmet ceirass Ji e v 1Y Lo ot

wita the . #al®t ef Oirel a disascer of unpiss di:.ut? AR e T Il OT o R Pl of Dk et -
vouun to follow on the Pecent Hatlhed Germal :
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g Ly, in Afries the BrifishB®8th iy conslines o H07T0 0
Lhe Terell line, The gpePratlons elsewasre 1in Twilsla arc Jegonce?y
e shass in the south, Hopmel knows this and 1ls maxiie 4 cesperabd
pid Zcr eibow room in order £6 mest the Bth Armyls aavenca, e
sttenipt e made to follow up the thrusat in central Tunisin 1ass #0sh
hes et with no success, British Guardsmen navlng broken .. o
cano® aluord to use up his tronps il These 8ubaldlary oosrciiond
~ea20e 1f e nrs not enough men to held the neck of lan@ bouvoen
Paons ane flu als Lakes, the 8th &Pm? witl gmash its vay tnhreoses
EH““““hﬁﬁﬁx
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toracdis lunis, The Ifalian press recognises this and warns its
suhiid that the Allies have a great numerical superlority in North
fir¥oa |

Becncanle Notas,

e —

A Cocoon Buying Company with a capital of 100 million TOT,
halfl pald up, is to absorb cocoon buyers to rationalise sericulture.,

This 1s felt to mean another step in the c¢limination of the small
mar. In favour of the big monopolies,

Japanese war expenditure has reached the unprecedented
amount of ¥Y47,400,000,000, of which Y27,000,000,000 are for extra-
ordinary military expenditure, The Government is introducing large
increases of taxes, chiefly of interest taxes, Thc Government
spokesman deniecs that the Japanese economy 1s exhausted,

Filnance Minister Kaya said in the House of Representatives
tiat it would be improper to apply the property tax to valuable
sccurities In the possession of individuals,

Thie_Shipping World,

The shortage of army transports and supplr ships has now
necessitated the requisitioning of tralning ships as an emergency
measure, It has been announced that the "Kosho Maru®, "Kaiyo Maru'",
"Nippon Maru" and "Shintoku Maru" have beecn put into transport scrvice.
These o0ld chips, known to all residents in the port clties for their
plcturesque appearance, are propelled by sails in a fashion emploved
in England some eighty years ago, and have only an auxillary engine
for emergency purposes.

The loss of these vesscls for the training of young secamen
constitutes a serious problem for nautical schools, This is a matter
for serious consideration of the authorities,

A Drop from the Brush.

If you were in vour home country enjoying 1life amongst your
bcloved ones, living in the unsurpassed beauty of the scenery of
Yamato, so dear to your hearts, you would find additional delight 1in

the coming of spring with its plunm blossoms, pure like snow, and
nightingales singing 1its pralses:-

"Were it not for the voice of the nightingale issuing from the
velley, who would know of the coming of apring?"

You will not hear the voice of the nightingale of Yamato as
you are fighting in a strange country, not knowing what the future
wlll bring to.vou. As it 1s said in the proverb "Issun saki wa vami"
(one inch in I'ront, utter darkness). To those who have stayed behind,
there wlll be g note of melancholy even in the nightingale's song,
as they are thinking of the fate of those who have gons to war and
maly never return.

You would like to go back to them and welcome apring in the
company of your dcar wife and children, but vou cannot becase treoro
15 no limlt to the covetousness of those who hawe aent you to Firht
I'ar from home. (Yoku ni wa itadakl nashi). It is indeni 2 sad ur-
certain worid (not more certain than the rlogtime bridre of 8 drcem)
Therc arz things inevitably causing .eternal rerentmcnt
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