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SOUTH PACIFIC NEWS WEEKLY NO. 4.

CANBERR., News of the great Allied victory in the battle of the
Bismarck Sea dominates this week's world news. Detailed reports
now give the sequence leading to the annihilation of the Japanese
Convoy. - | ' |
Early last week a Japasnese convoy was seen steaming west
along the north coast of New Britain. The Japanese fleet, then
consisting of 14 vessels which were later joined by 8 nore,
comprised 12 transtort and supply ships and then ten wdarships,
cruisers and destroyers. - The convoy headed for the Esst coast of
New Guinea under cover-of .a bad weather front which mede aerial
observation difficult at first. In the decisive stege of the
bettle the weather cleared, sealing the doom of the J=panese
expedition. Australian Catelina flying boats shadowed the ships
from the time they left their base, watching every nmovement. On
‘the morning of March -3 the first attacks were delivered by american
bombers snd several vessels were sent to the bottom. The most
. .~ telling attacks, however, were made on the fourth and it was on
that day that the convoy was virtually blown out of the water.
Direct hits of heavy calibre bombs were continually observed,
On the Sth #  only twe Japanese destroyers were left afloat,
wallowing helplessly. - These were quickly destroyed by Allied planes.
wloiwl oot JThee Japanese- alr escort provided to safeguard the ships fared
¢ nuplmostias: badly as: the surfacce fleet:,” 102 Japanese planes which
- ocunsuccessfully attempted interference with A1lied bombérs, were
-+ .uehot. out of combat, 63 being definitely destroyed. The Allied
oo planning was most- successful. While heavy bombers hamméered tlhe
=.." ghips, Australian Besuforts.sasnd other plasnes delivered,an all-deay

~enetattadk on. Jopandse agrodremes -on'the ‘Lag area, keeping the Japanese
~.~ .plenes grounded so that they could not- assist the strickén ships.

It is now virtually certein that all 22 ships were sunk with their
crews and large amounts of suppliecs aboard. 4n estimated 15, 000
‘fresh troops, .équal to one -full division, completely equipped,

.. I were drowned. : | LR E B e s |
| . BERLIN,~ - The: German Radlio was the first axis source:to give news

of the Bismarck Sea battle. Commenting on the destruction of the
Japanesé canvoy in the Bismarek Sez Berlin-expressed zmazement that
the Japanesc. commend should suddenly have lost §ight Qf 'all caution.
German commentators dwelt ‘on these four-poihfeda s - o

1) “Thet ‘Insufficient fighter eircraft were available to cover

the Japanese convoy. TR A St & e

2) Thet the.:.convoy had nét kept ‘close to the shore -1
Lo make the most use possible of fighter protection:
3) .. That. the dscorting warships were destroyed so rapidly and

.-..apparently with such eases~ =~ - - e
¢) - That o strong Allied bomber force could have reachad the
- Blsmarck Sea apparently undetected by the Japanese,

n ordcr to

- ITOKYO Aleutians, A Japantdge officer, doscribing conditions to
Journalists at Tokyo, revealed the extrecme hardships Tacing the
Japanese on their outposts in that theatre, The Nipponese troops
there face extreme climatic hardships, the cold being intense. The
officer, when referring to other hardships, presumably meant supply

- difficulties. He. stated that no tfood is grown on the islands and

" that everything must be transported by sea. The officer zdmitted
that gir ettacks by the american Lir Force Mcame almost daily snd
were on a large scale.™ Those attacks ceme regularly, even in severe-
est storms, ‘ - A ‘

China. Director Ssto declared in the House of Representatives thsat
the total strength of the Chinese Red airmy, as distinct from the
regular Chungking troops, today was estimated at between 000,000
and 600,000 men, The infiltration of smell parts of this unit
behind ereas nominally under Jepanese control, especilally in North
China 1s a serious matter occupying the attention of the Japancse
«I'my authorities in China. 4t last Friday's press conference

Mr., Hori, spokesman of the board of information, was forced to
confirm the reports that the imericans have constructed many bases
and airfields in Sinkieng Province.

L
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BERLIN. Events in the Moscow sector are following swiftly on the
Tall of Rjev and Gjatsk. The Russians are punching holes in the
German defence system and threaten to cut off the garrisons of strong
points before they can be withdrawn. Russian forces driving on
Vyazma from Rjev have forced the Germans to evacuate Sychevka which
is on the railway 40 miles north of the enemy base. «4inother Russian
column advaneing from Gjatsk is even closer to Vyazma. There 1is
continued Russgiah progress in the sector south Wwest of Orel. The
edvance appears to be directed agsinst the Orel-Bryansk railway.

General Quade of the German &Air Force discussed the operations
in Russia duPing February. He explained the German defests 1n
these termsi-

1) The Russian srmies were vastly superior in numbers at all parts
of the front where they sought a decision.

2) The Russians massed vast quantities of artillery and gresat
waves of tank brigades.

3) The Russians weré almost always superior in numbers. Squadrons
of bombers, dive-bombers, and armoured battle planes protected
by whole wings of fighters, sttacked in waves, smashing a

' way for the Russian ground forces. By day and night the
Russians were bombing German aerodromes and supply routes.
4) The Russian lesders left nothinz unattempted to force a
" "detisive success.

.5) . 'The¢.raids of the British Royal Air Force over Germany and
Western Burope were a serious distraction to the Germen AlT
“Force. -Tremendous damage had been done in Hamburg, Nurem-

burg, Cologna, Eilhelmshaven and Berlin.
C.4S4ABLANCA. -, Rommel's attack against the British 8th Army east of
the Mareth line has been thrown back with heavy losses in tanks and
infaentry,  This follows his d€feat in the Central zone.
THE 3HIPPING WOF ). The Vice-President of the Osaka Shosen Kaisha
recently drew public attention to the great sufferings facing the
merchant” seamen, -He stressed the vital importence of supplying troops
in forward areas by sea. Special mention was made of the position
at Guadalcanal where Japanese troops, unable to obtain sea-borne
supplies were forced to live on spoiled rice sprinkled with *kona-"
miso® (powdered bean cakes) and to drink salt water. The Vice-Pré=-
sident then gave a particularly vivid example of how merchant sea-
men, practically unarmed and without protection, had to endure heavy
attacks from Allied aircraft. . = e |
News received from Saigon discloses that, owing to various
difficulties, mainly those having to do with supply of materials and
labour, the first wooden supply ship built locally was only lalinched
on Feb 28, This is the first such vessel built in French Indo-China-
since the Japanese occupied Saigon 20 months ego.' The vessel is
described as a wooden steamer, estimated to possess a speed of 10
knots. In view of the present serious shortage of ships there 1is
growing dissatisfaction at the inefficient handling of the problem
of increase in shipbuilding. e | . |
A DROP FROM THE BRUSH. In one of your well-known collection of
uta (varicty of Japanesc song) of olden times, there appears a beau-
tiful poem by an unknown poet in which the difference between Spring
and autumn is described with unrivalled elegance and deep €motlon.
The poet recognises the beauty of spring with its abundant blooming
of thousands and thousands of lovely flowers but -still, whilst com-
" paring spring with autumn, he finds_autumn superior to spring as it
inspires man with deeper emotion by meking him aware of ths lmper-
mancnce of all that is of the earth and imbues him with melancholy.
However as things are, one may surmise that this year your beloved
ones in the home country, as you have been away sO long and no news
from you has reached them, whilst life is becoming more and more
difficult in the pressing times of war, will find melancholy in
viewing the spring flowers. Pecrhaps they will remenmber Issals haiku
in which this nmood has been so well expressed:- .
. Even if blossoms show us that spring-has came, still ou
world is a world of suffering. |
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