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SOUTH rFACIFIC NEWS WEEKLY No. 7 J gl

MELBOURNE: USTRALIAN ARMY STRENGTE. Australia's military strength
has been aughﬂnted by the recent return of an important Australian
Unit from the “yblaﬂ battlefields, ke unlt 18 pErk of Tthe BrEsilsh
Armies which successfully withstood the siege of Tobruk and finally
defeated the Nazl Gewmans under General Rormel in Lybia.

Great slgnlficance 1s attached to the fact thet this famous
unit arrived in Australla after a voyage of 5,000 miles without losing
a single man and without even sighting a Japanecse ship.

MELBOURNE: AIR ACTIVITIES. General MacArthur's Australian and
American bombers and fighter planes are keeping up daily attacks on

Japanese-held points in the South Yest FPacific Areasa, Over the week-
end, the fD11DWinﬁ localities were a*xin raided: New Guinea: iiewak,
Finschhafen, Lae, Salamaua, Mubo, Bogia. Other sectors: Ambon,

Tanlmbar Islanﬂs.

TOKYD . Great efforts will be made to increase the efficiency of
the 1and transport system of Japan. A very heavy burden has been
thrown upmn the railways in particular by the serious shipping short-
age, The Government hopes that land trans sport systems may be able
to increase efficlency by 104%.

SHIEEIHG WARLD. It was announced from Tokyo that the 5.S."Takashio
Maru” had been sunk off Formosa by an Allied submarine.

Reports from China confirm that traffic between Shanghail
and Nagasaki has been disrupted as a result of Allied submarine suc-
cesses The reported Japanese losses include, aﬁmng others, tiie
Yy rasakl Maru", "Kobe Maru" and "Yokohama Maru"

In view of the increasing success of Allied attacks on
Japanese ships in their efforts to reach army outposts in the South,
the Eigh Cormand has decided to take the following precaution. i
future no complete unit will be embarked on one ship but will be dis-
persed throughout the convoy. The lcss of any one vessel, therefore,
will not mean the loss of an entire unit, or of the equ:nm“nt fop an
entire unit.

TOKY(Q: “HOME FRONT. The Director of Fibre Bureau of the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry admitted the failure of the cotton growing pro-
gram‘in llorth China, where the production has decreased from ten |
miilion plculs to @& Eeir<nllllion, No improvement can be expected 1n
the next few years, the ninlster added.

This situation is serious for.Japan, where cotton has al-
ready been unobtalinable for domestic unse these past three years.
Now further cotton mills have to close down and the deterioration in
quality of soldiers' uniforms and other cotton-containing equipment
is held unavoidable

GOSSIP GATHERING: TO0JO'S DILEMMA. It is reported on reliable
authority that some time ago Premier Hlidekl Tojo arranged a secret
consuyltation with the well-known astrmlag& Professor Donsho Kodama.

1t hgs besn divulged that on this occasion LbL Professor tricd to
convince the Prime Minister of the necessity in the interests of the
State of changing his christian name for a more propitious one. Hig
present name ca nnot but be regarded ag an ill omen for Japan's future
succgss in war, as the Lharauterh with which it 1= written prophesy

an excellent opportunity for England.

Fremier Tojo, deeply impressed with the learned Professor's
pronouncement, showed himself gquite willing and even eager to decide

upon a sultable new name with the astrologer's assistance. The name
In view, TSUGUKI, would Imply that the opportunity is favourable for
Asla.

As & person of high soelal standing could 111 afferd G@ W86
a name which had not been officlally registered, investigation has
been made as to the possibility of a change of registration. To his
great concern Premier Tojo who was able to start the G.E.A. war al-
most on his own, has found it to be impossible to effect this change
gag 1t 1s szainst the rules and usage of elvic registration in Japan.
A soluticn of thils difflculty, which seems to be worrying the Premler

even more than weightier cares of State, has still to be found.
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