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SOUTH P.CIFIC NEWS WiEKLY NO. 8 E Je77

TOKYO - DIET SESSION CONCLUDED

.~ The 8lst session of the dapanese Parliasmecnt has just ended.
although the Government intended to have a scssion of ﬂqlr tnrg

weeks, proceedings were drawn out to nore than six weeks.,

pI
although he tried to muzzle the Dist as the forum of the mﬂaorlty
of the comnon people of Japan by increcasing the pcwers of the National

-

Scrvice imaccl tion (Yokusanke 1}, Prine Minister Tojo, &8s spcokesmar

of the military government, nrﬂ to: face many candid Qg1 ;sti ons. These
interpeliastiond reveal the awskened unessiness shd suspicion of the
militarists in the minds c¢f sensible =and truly pftrictic Japanesec,

The -matteors which gave rise to intorpcllaticns were (=) the dangerous
Bhlpﬁl”ﬁ shoﬂ*;fi dl' t¢c ensmy asction snd lﬂ;“fflﬂi ney of replacements,
(b) the questioned truthfulness of Jspanese war information, (c¢) the

serious food situation due to lack of recserves, and (d) the decline in
physical standards of the growing generation,. especlally the farming
populations The Prime Minister rfvu many cvasive replies.

TOKYO! Fearing lest the public should fﬂrﬁﬁ the herdships and
sacrifices of the fightiig forces, the Servicemen Backing Up 4Association
has inaugurated = nﬁtlunmildﬂ lueturu campe ign, for raising "ﬁntrjbutluns
to ehable the 4issociction to attain its aims. The .ssocliaticn hopes

to grcuse those sections of the population who are prospering on the
profits and loot of war to & ssise of thelr duty towards the scldiers,
sallors, and airmen who are f ghting tc¢ procure these benefits for them,
and many_ﬁf whon find their 5rﬂvﬁs in Toreign Su]l.

THE JMZRIC.N VICTORY ON GU. .DLLOANAL. It is now adnmitted in Tokyo that
the Japanesc evacuation of uuﬁﬂﬂlcﬂnﬁl, far from bsing the ordcrly and
stratecic Tétﬂﬂrilﬂl announced at first, wes fcrced by the complete rout
of the large Japsncsc forces ccncentrated at cnc tine cn t he island.
Several Jopanese spokesnen have made menticn of the terrible plight in
which the merooned Japancse garriscn was left as a result of the navwy's

failure to supply food snd srmunition. Many Japanese circles arc
disturbed ﬁbcut this defcat, doubting the abilibty of the General Stalf
comparing it with its superb activities at the time of the Russo-

Japanesae War.,.
&AISU Z.KKT: LCONOMIC IIOTLSS

TOKYO - SAVINGS C.MPAIGN: Finance: Minister Keye announced that during
the finenciel yezr which bogen on April lst, the Japanese people, 8 Frt
from gre=stly incressed texes 1r i?hur cost of 51l zoods, will have ©O

provide more noney by sevings, largely compulscry. The teotal aricunt

to be thus ocxtrancted will be twe“t scven billion yen, O an 1lnercase

of 4,000,000,000 yen over lsst year. This means t the .t every family nust
save at least 200 yen during tue coming twelve nionths.

CASABL.ANCA: Fighting continues to develop favourably for the Allles
on all fronts. 1 th north the allied fcr s have advenced further

towards the port of Bizerts. The .mericans heve advanced over thirty
two k.m., On the uuhtrﬂl frcnt and increcssed artillery activity by the
British 8th army in the Scuth presagcs an offensive Jﬁﬂlnst Rommel's

latest defence line in his unending retreat.

STOCKHOLM: The British end U.S..i. all-out gir offensive against Germany
and occupied Europe centinues unabated. Essen has received & record
battering, the Ronoult works neasr Paris heve been smsshed, s=nd Kiel, the
Germgn Nsvsl base, haes again been raided. There 1s hardly o moment when
Allied sirceraft are not over scme target or cther in Europo.

The thaw is holding up operations on the Russian front but the Red
Army has advanced further in the Kuben ares, near thc Blsck Sea. Soviet
trocops continue to held all German attacks on the Central Tront.
MELBOURNE: The Japanese navsol cuncentruti n st Kavieng (New Ireland)
Ras bsen completely destroycd or dispersed by the 4llied air raids lest
week, In the =ttacks on three successive days, 7 warships and 5 merchant-
ships aggregating 36,000 tons were sunk or bedly daﬂnged. In additicn,

o
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3 destroyers and an 8,000 ton merchant ship are believed to have
been demszed. The technicue of these ralds was to bomb the aerodrome

at Kevieng at the some time as the shipping, tO prevent aerial
interception.

cspecislly the

-

SHANGHAI:; CHANCE AND BELIEF: .Among Chiness,

Funsncse 1is a That Chrngsha never falls, akin to the
Japsnesec belief in the divine wind. Be thst =2s it may, the Japanese
Arny has again not cccupiled Changsha this time.

DISE.SE IN THE 30UTHERN REGICON3: It is learnt from Singapore that
a membor of the Jingsporc dMedicel Roscarch Institute for Epidenmic
Prevention in the Southern Rogions has propcunded & new theory
on the spread cof plague. Evoryone now in the south will appreclate
- the vital importance of the work cf this Institute since the
Japanese occupation of these regionse. Before the outbreak of the
G.B.hes War, as you all know, health records kept by British and
Dutch authorities in Singepore and Batavie ahowed that the danger
of epidemics of plague and other deadly iisenses had bsell oveIcCOme.

KORL..N LCTIVITIES: &4 high Korean officiel last week disclosed that
mits of the Koreen Naticnal Restoration 4TIy arc now fighting =2gainst
Japan in northern and central China and that formeticn-cof fully
equipped divisions is under way.

R\T.VIA - WANG CHING WEL'S SPRACHS Batavia reports that Wang Ching
Wiei's speech 1s cnusing widespread comment becausc of the frank
st-tements mnde. This former member -of the Exzceutive Yuan who
deserted Genersl Chisng Kai Shek, admitted that he is considered

e traitor by meny. He =also disclesed that there is friction or even
enmity betwecen the Nanking authorities and Japan. -

DROP.FROM THD BRUSH:

4t Koriyame therc is. the castle.
inidst an expansc of repc flowers.

If onc rcads this poem the castle anidst the golden flowers
of sprinz sppears before one's eycs -nd cnc would like te try and
write 2 beautiful poem oneselfl ¢ven though circumstances aro not
oxactly favourable for poctical offorts. Thc humen mind can bo
. kept wide open even in a world full of struggla.

- |
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