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TO THE OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE

K

IMPERIAL JAPANESE ARMY

It is the usage of civilised nations to respect the
traditional sentiments of other nations, even though
they may be at war with them.

It is in pursuance of this conviction that we, as
members of the Allied forces, have resolved to do
what we can, in difficult circumstances, to respect
the traditional regard of the Japanese soldiers for
the return to the homeland of the ashes of those who
have been killed in battle.

At Buna and Soputa the bodies of some of the
Japanese dead were collected and respectfully
cremated. The cremation was supervised by two
officers of the Imperial Japanese Army who are now
with us.

Unfortunately it was impossible for us to
cremate more than a very few of the dead as most of
the bodies could not be identified. We are, however,
sending you the ashes of those who could be
identified and ask you to return them to their
relatives so that they may rest in their native land.
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