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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



JOd,

TH™ FOPULATION FROBRL™M, (long term).

The (Japesnese) milita -y clique and self-stvled patriots
regrongihle for the present war continuorsly repeat the argument
that overpopulation jvstifies forsign conquest bv war,

The trinth is 4° fferent,

Hokkaido js underpopnla ted an” covld support several million
more Japaherse scttlers, “Vear aft=r vear the Hokla‘do Governor
comnlained tiat the Tolkvo avthoritles were neglecting the northern

provinces ancd-that no settlers were forthcoming,

The fallacv of the Jane hese overpornvlaticn nroblem is further
11lustrated hy the covrse of events in Manchuria, Since seizing
that covrntry the milifary cliqre has made great efforts to attract
young Japenese agricultiral settlers, bringing all kindes of pressure
to beer in Japan, Using the Reservists League, they even resorted

to compulsory emigretion n many cases, Despite this pressure,
permanent settlers now - after twelve vears, number only around
507,000, Of couvrse this igure does hot inclucde Xorean immigrants
nor Japahese personnel of the South Manchuria RFeilwav end other

temporary Japanese resicdents conrected with the ncucstries,

This is the record of Jepanese emigration to "anchuria, a
sparsely populated couvrtry three and a helf times ag lerge as Japan
Prover, The Censlty ef povulation in "anchiria is less than 40 per
sgrare mile, Th other territories vnder Jansnese Zominetion the
pesition is s'milars “Xorea hes only 700,000 and Formosa 300,000
Japenese Inhghitants end 'n hoth couvntries the numher of perranent
gettlers is wer— small,

The regson for th's ‘s not ‘only that Japan is e heautiful

len? and that the Japeshege find it héard t- go swsy From home, hut
alsc that there g no rral n-eed for them to ~migrate;

The foo” shortage (in Japan) resvlting from leck of shipping
jg now the talk of the dey, Fut the gnltivated area within Ghe
country ccrld ~egilv be increesed by 207 end more, i7 only the
necesgnrvy manpower on the lend were aveilebls, Ther= igs irony in
the fect that Japan now suffrrs from ¢ shortage of labour end has
to impert workmen end farm-hends from Xcr=za and China,

T¢ only & fracticn of the net:cnal wealth now heing wasted
like bathweter bv the military clique hac bran spent on the devel-
opment of Hokkesido and or improvement of rural and ndustriegl
conéitions in other parts of the country, overcrcwcing ih eitles
corld heve been cvrided en” netionel loyalty woulé have been fulf-
1illed, Japan could have become a model country oand a respected
member of the family of nations,

(Put) the ambition of the militarv leaders is rvining Japaen,
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