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"SOUTH PACIFIC NEWS BULLITIN, No. 15".

SQUTH AND SOUTHYEST PACIFIC ARTA, CIRTAIN BAS:. In a gerlui of co-

orainated moves, U.S, forces, with naval and air support from Australians,
heve attained the following rcsults up to Jul L.

Solomons: Berly on Jun 30 U.Se forces with fleet and air force protection
Tandcd on Rendove islend, 150 miles northwest of Guadalcanal and soon
overwhelned defending Japanese positions. Lendings werc also made at
Viru Bay on thc Southeast coast oI New Georgia, where mopping up operations
arc now procecdin_. The island: of Vanguna, to tne southeast of Ncw
Georgia, was successfully attacked and 300 of the Japanese garrison at

Vura village were annihilated.

These noves seriously endanger the Japancse air base at lMundea
on New Georgia which is now under direct artillery firc Ifrom Anerican
positions on Rcndova island. All major Jepanese positions in the vicinity
arc undcr constant Allied air attacks.

Jepancse air units which attempted to interfcrc with American
operations were scriously mauled and 125 Japanesc planes wcre shot down
on Junc 30 end July 1 in the vicinity. A Jepenesc navael unit was driven
of f after attecmpts at shelling Rendova island.

American losses in men, ships and plancs so far arc of ficially
described as light, malnly due to the fact that somc of the opcrations
took the Japanesc defenders by surprisec.

New Guinca: The Trobriand and Woodlark groups of islends, to the north of

Sl

fiilne Bany, whcre occupied by American forces in strength.

Americen forces on Junc 30 landed at INassau Bay, 15 milcs
south of Sclanaua and have since linked up with Australian forces advanc-
ing from the lMubo arca. Japancse pHositions in this rcgion are contin-
uously being bombed and strafed by Allicd aircraft.

New Britain: The Rabaul area is being bombed almost daily in increasing

. i, W

St Pﬂngth .

MAP OF Sonlomons, New Guinea, New Britain Area.

LISBON. ZUROFLAN /AR NEWS ROUND-UP:
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Germany: Lerge-scale bombing of industrial ccntres inside Germany and
in German-occupiecd Western Burope continucse The evacuation of aore
towns in the Ruhr district has becen ordered by the German High Comnanda

- Lhalys Acrodromes, ports and other military installations on Sicily,
Sardinia, and the Italian mainland are being bombed dailye. A hundred

or more plencs often meke up & railding forcc on & single target. The
town of Nemloe 18 rcported to be in shambles and the ports on the island

oh ¥ %icily are said to be unusables In one place, the Italians, revealing
thelr fear of an Allied invesion, have begun to blow up port installatimS.
Finally at daybrcak on 10 Jul the Allies landed in force at several

pm{nts on Sicily, after severe naval mnd aerial bombardnents over night,
and arc now prc¢ssing on despite German and Italian rcsistance.

Successes cgainst U-Boats: Hitler's war life-line U=-boats had theilr
worst months in May and June this year, during which period no less thean
50 of thenm were definitely sunk and many more probably sunk or heasvily
dﬂmﬂgﬁd: Conseuently, demege done by them to Allied shipping hes
lessened considerably and sinkings in June were the lowest sincec /ar be-
gane Nezi cireles, dietyrbed about this developmenty are urging that
new mecasurcs should be adopted to increase U-~boat efficiencye.
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THE SHIPPING WORLD:
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Batavias Rubber Ship Launched. Domei Tsushin reported several
months ago that efforts at rubber ship (not rubbish ship) construction
were bein_ made 1n Java, A s.&l1ll vessel hes just been completed and

will operatc soon., he vesael 18 a seagoln;, lichter constructed
largely of rubber and the idee is that she will be dismantled after
being towcd to Japan and the rubber used for menufacturin. purposes.
This lighter took five months to build and experts are wondering
whether it is worth while to put so much labour and time into the
building of a small ship w..ich will only make one or two voyages be-
fore bein, broken D, On the other hend, Japan's shivping position

i8 80 very critical that every makeshift must be resorted to in order
to maintain supplies of food and wapr meterials to foreces far from homes

TOKYO .

— R W L e e

Prefectural Adninistration Reform: The Cabinet Information Board
announced on Jun 28 that the crecation of Prefectursl Administration
Councils has been decided upon at an extraordinary Cabinet necting.
The new lialson councils will consist of a president, nominated by the
Prime Ministcr, and of scveral councillors :epresenting prefectural

agencies, Prime linister Tojo as head of councillors can now trans-

mit his wishes directly to prcfectural authorities. This step was
teken to strengthen further the Government's holcd on all domestic
matters.

Comment on above item: The militaristic Governicnt scems not to trust
the people, rnd to feecl the neccssity of even strictor donestie ceon-
trol as evidcnced by the above news. Primne Ninister Tejo 1n effoct

i8 desperately trying to treat the Japanese as if they were Italians,
to convert the country into a second Italy with hinself end his fellow-
militarists as dictators. This development is causing wide spread
rcéentment among the pcople as contrary to the spirit of the Emperor-
given Constitution, and is recgnrded as grave.

A Hundred Years' War_ and School Children's Mobilisation Scheme:

The Laucation Ministry has promulgeted a new Wartinme
Children's (Training) MNobilisation Scheice Its objcet is to train
chilgdren for national defence., Explaining the scheme the Education
Ministry ceclered that without regard to sex, the battlefields have
becn transfecrrcd to the school grounds of the Country.

Thoughtful pcople are scriously perturbcd at the impli-
cations of the School Children's Mobilisation Schenec, pronulgated by
the Government. They point out that if the Government feels the
necessity of mobilising children in the _resent critical gLeage of
the war, they must in truth be preparing for a Hundred Yecars'! War.
The phrase becomcs something more sinistcecr than nere propagendist
rhetorice. -

DROPS OF TH. BRUSH:

L
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"Bon festival, Bon festival |
We waited for so long, yet \
It's only to-day and to-morrow -

(Work-day soon comes)"

sang the villagers of the by-

gone days. Indecd, half of this ycar has alrcady gone and ten per
cent of the latter half as well - to the eternal past ncver to rcturnt

: This yecar Lunar is near Solar and the moon is fairly waxed
When Bon 18 observed even in the Solar Calendarp. Henoo iv is not
impossible probably to have tha scane hy Buoun!

"A few still dancing, over them fall the bon yonderrmooni"
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But most verses re Bon arc sad,
were still here is not so bad,
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...._'5_..

"All Souls Fesast
Solitary Mnthep
And his soni"

"All Souls! Altar
Be Jolteed 18 the tot
Able to reach out"

"Back from nmaster

All souls' week lecave
oed and silent
lMother and the son"

—m—_-_—_—_ﬂ_—

Kigin's "All Souls' Week" as if they
The following three wrench one's soul:

by Sosiki

by }Madame Chiyo

by Meisetsu
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