THE LEARNING OF ENGLISH
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“Say, have you a knowledge of English,
Nakajima?”

“Only a small number of words—ice (ice

cream), sandwich, cinema—that i1s about
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“It 1s good to have some knowledge of
English. For one thing it makes it possible
to get at facts about the earth and the
things in it that are in the great number
of books in the English language.”’

“It was in the newspapers that from the

start of the war till now there are more
English books than ever in the bookstores
of Tokyo.”

“A common language for all nations
would make for better feeling among
them. English 1s simple and it is the
language even now of more than two
hundred million (200,000,000) persons.
It is the international language of com-
merce as well. It would be a great help.”

“Yes, that is right! Here is a simple
Japanese-English book for reading and
learning. Why not let us make a start at
learning English’"”’

“Let us do so. It will take our minds off
things—wounds, disease, poor food. War
1s nothing but a waste—a waste of all
that is of value. Qur chiefs have made

- very great errors, putting us without need

into great danger. Is not that so?”’
“Yes, I am certain that is true.”

“Well, let us make a start.”
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(This ts in Basic English, an international language in whtcb
850 words can be made to do the work of 20,000). L7
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