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J.243
NEW YEAR LEAFLET:

‘T'his leaflet 1s in the form of a calendar and almanac made up
in accordance with Japanese practice. It is designed primarily for
use at New Year, which is much the most important festival and
holiday period 1n Japan. Its specific New Year appeal will last for
at least three months, owing to the difference between the New Year

according to the modern calendar and the New Year of the old
lunar calendar.

The first page carries a drawing of the Treasure Ship of
Urashimataro, the Japanese Rip Van Winkle. The story is a well-
known one, and is inextricably associated with the idea of the sudden
breaking of a dream. The following poem is written in the sky over
the ship:—

“"Whether the ship comes in or not entirely depends on the
heart (attitude of mind)—The treasure ship!”

At the top left there i1s a red seal with the inscription: ‘‘Pros-
perity. Longevity, Peoples of the four seas all brethren.”” On this
page also there 1s a short text reading:

" (Only) seventy years after the restoration. Alas! back to
the principle of seclusion’’ (chained country principle).

‘T'he second page 1s a Japanese-style calendar, showing the year
according to the western and the Japanese reckoning; the long months
and the short months; the recognised national holidays; and the dates
of every Sunday in each of the twelve months. It also provides a
key to the horoscopic position of the year according to the prevailing
system of astrology.

Pages three and four give ‘‘Principal Events of the Year,”” and
the ""T'wenty-four Seasons.”

The national holidays and events mentioned have been carefully
chosen. They all have strong nostalgia value. The national holidays
are days of popular fun and amusement, like Christmas and Easter
with us. All holidays or commemoration days of a military
character have been omitted, with the one exception of the day when
conscripts are released from service.

After the "I wenty-four Seasons,”” which end with heavy snow

and winter solstice, there has been added a strong warning that
defeat 1s inevitable in the course of the year.

The object of the leaflet 1s:—

(a) to arouse interest by the Japanese and, apparently,
innocuous character of the calendar;

(b) to arouse nostalgia;

(c) to arouse forebodings by the illustration; by the contrast
of the seal inscribed with “"Prosperity; Longevity; Peoples
of the four seas all brethren” and the slogan “‘Only
seventy vyears after the restoration. Alas! back to the

principle of seclusion’’; and by the warning which appears
at the end.

TARGET: Japanese Troops—general.

LETYEST DATE
OF DISTRIBUTION: 3 months after New Year.
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