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J.244
WEEKLY WAR NEWS.

December 11, 1944,

NEW LANDING ON LEYTE.

On December 7 US forces made a new landing at Ipil, 5 kms
south of Ormoc. This landing cuts the Japanese line in two, leaving
elements of the Japanese 26th Division compressed between American
forces which are now only 8 kms apart. The newly landed force
has advanced to within one and a half kms of Ormoc.

At the same time as the American landing was taking place, a

Japanese convoy of 13 ships tried to land reinforcements in roughly
the same area.

A general sea/air battle between the two sea forces and their
escorting aircraft developed. The whole Japanese convoy of 6
merchantmen and 7 destroyers was wiped out before it had a chance
to unload. I he American side lost one destroyer and one transport.

SEA AND AIR ATTACK ON IWOJIMA.

On December 8 a force of B 29s and Liberators dropped 900
tons of bombs on military objectives on Iwojima, in the Volcano
1slands. At the same time these targets were shelled by the guns of

American warships. The attacking force encountered neither Japanese
aircraft nor anti-aircraft fire.

OTHER B 29 ACTIVITIES.

Only small scale raids against the Tokyo area have taken place
during the past week, but a large force of B 29s has attacked an
aircraft plant at Mukden and other military targets in Manchuria.

EARTHQUAKE IN HONSHU.

An earthquake shook various places on Honshu on December 7.
Reports at present available do not give a reliable indication of its
sertousness, but Domei has announced that the Tokyo district was
shaken, factories in Osaka were damaged, slight damage was sustained
in Nagoya, and some houses in Shizuoka prefecture were inundated
by a tidal wave. Further details have not yet been announced.

RUSSIAN THREAT TO AUSTRIA.

New Russian drives have broken the entire German defence
system east of the Danube. Budapest is practically encircled, while
Russian forces are within 64 kms of the Austrian border.

On the western front the battle for the rich industrial area of
the Saar has entered a decisive stage. The Saar river has been crossed
at a number of places, and American forces are within a short distance
of Saarbrucken, capital of the Saar basin.

T'he Allies have now got enough ports in France and Belgium in
good working order to permit 75 % of the US army supplies to be
shipped direct from America.

TARGET: Japanese troops—general.
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