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JAPANESE WEEKLY NEWS BULLETIN

ATTACKS ON JAPAN

Waves of American carrier-borne aircraft have been attacking
Kyushu for about eleven hours on March 18th., from 6 a.m. Ag-
gregate sorties were about 1300 planes. With the stepping up in the
bombing of Japan, Superfortresses have made several heavy attacks
on Japanese cites. A devastating incendiary raid by 300 of these
planes left the two square ri centre of Nagoya in flames. Kobe was
also heavily attacked. Tokyo’s most recent raid resulted in severe
damage being caused to eight large industrial concerns.

IWO JIMA CAMPAIGN ENDED

All organised resistance on Iwo Jima has been eliminated by
the Americans and only small inco-ordinated groups in the north-
‘west tip of the island are still active. Superfortresses attacking Japan
are using the Iwo Jima airfield as an auxiliary base.

ANOTHER PHILIPPINES LANDING

[atest American Philippines landing—mnear Zamboanga, on
Mindanao—on March 9 gives them control of the entire western
shores of the Philippines Group. Air bases dotted along this 1300
kilometre line will make possible a watertight blockade of the South
China Sea, supply lane to the Japanese armies garrisoning the con-
quered territories in the south.

NAZI GERMANY COLLAPSES

Indicative of the coming German collapse is the cessation of all
organised German resistance west of the Rhine at the northern end
of the Western Front, where the Allies now have a bridgehead 65
kilometres deep and 16 kilometres long. In the south, as the Germans
withdraw back to the Rhine from the Saar Basin, Allied armour has
been thrown against the remaining pockets of resistance at Coblenz.

On the Eastern Front Marshal Stalin has announced the cap-
ture of Kolberg, on the Baltic, one of the main German escape routes.
Swindemunde, last important German naval base in the Baltic is now
threatened by the Russians. The Red Army is also closing in on Stet-
tin.

I'TALIAN FRONT

T'he Italian front land fighting is continuing without much
change. The Allies are still gradually advancing. During 1944,
1,186,000 tons of food and medical supplies were sent from the
U.S.A. to the people of Italy.
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