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SOUTH PACIFIC NEWS BULLETIN No. 43.
THE NEW GOVERNMENT IN JAPAN.
v HEAVY TASK FACING ADMIRAL SUZUKI.

Unable to cope with the daily worsening war situation, Prime
Minister Koiso and his cabinet resigned on April 5.

The new Prime Minister is 77 year old Admiral Suzuki, for
many years Grand Chamberlain to the Emperor.

It will be remembered that he was seriously wounded when
an attempt was made to murder him on February 26, 1936.

Among the other members of his cabinet are Togo, Foreign
Minister; Abe, Home Minister; Anami and Yonai, Army and Navy
Ministers respectively; Matuszaka, Minister for Justice, while propa-
gandist Shimomura, Sakonji and Sakurai are Ministers without
Portfolio.

The fall of Saipan, of course, caused the resignation of Tojo
and his cabinet. During Koiso’s term of office, since July, 1944,
the Philippines were lost, Iwojima was lost, and the Americans landed
on Okinawa. The Japanese fleet was badly defeated, and large scale
bombing attacks on industrial and military targets in Japan, from |
American bases on Saipan and Guam, began. |

Meanwhile Allied onslaughts have brought Germany to the |
point of defeat, and Russia has announced that she will not renew
her neutrality pact with Japan.

This 1s the situation confronting the new government, headed
by a man who, though of the highest repute, is untrained in the arts
of government.

SOVIET-JAPANESE NEUTRALITY PACT WILL END
IN 1946.

Russia’'s denunciation of the Soviet-Japanese neutrality pact
means that this agreement comes to an end in 1946.

Denouncing the pact, M. Molotov, the Russian Foreign Min-
ister, told the Japanese Ambassador, Sato, that the situation had
considerably changed since the signing of the pact on April 13, 1941.

“"Germany has since attacked Russia, and Japan is helping
Germany in the war against Russia,”” he said. “‘In addition Japan is
at war with Britain and America, who are Russia’s allies. The pact,
therefore, has lost its sense.”

This new development in the international situation cannot
but cause grave anxiety in Japan. Already threatened from the south,
the main guarantee of security in the north has been removed.
BATTLE FRONT 500 KM. SOUTH OF KYUSHU.
American Forces in Okinawa.

Hard on the heels of the news of the cessation of Japanese
resistance on [wojima came the announcement on March 31 of
American landings by a combined force of Army and Marine troops
on Okinawa, only 300 miles south of Kyushu.

This new development confronts Japan with her gravest peril
yet. Aerodromes on Iwojima are within fighter range of Japan.
Now aerodromes on Okinawa, too, are in American hands. Three
of the island’s five airfields were captured 36 hours after the landing.

The full significance of the defeat of the Japanese Navy off the
Philippines last October is only now apparent. In the space of one
month seaborne forces have been landed on Iwojima and now on
Okinawa, while Allied naval forces have three times sailed unscathed
into Japanese home waters to launch attacks against the homeland.
Admiral Yonai, who rightly declared that the oceans are verily the
first line of defence for Japan, was constrained to apologise to the Diet
:;c:r the Navy’s failure to inflict any damage on the bold enemy task
orces.

The landing on Okinawa was carried out from 1400 ships, and
preceded by a terrific sea and air bombardment. Tokyo reported 10
battleships amongst the Allied warships present. The invasion was
also covered by artillery fire from two small islands off Okinawa,
seized by the Americans a week previously.

For days before and while the landing was in progress a British
carrier task force, detached from the British Pacific Fleet, was pound-
ing the Sakishima group.

After long neglect of the Allied challenge, the Japanese Navy
sent a force out of the Inland Sea in an attempt to disrupt American
operations on Okinawa. As a result, the 45,000 ton ‘““Yamato,”
Japan’s largest battleship, 2 cruisers and 3 destroyers were sunk.
Over 300 Japanese planes were also destroyed. The Americans had
previously lost 6 destroyers and 7 planes.

Meanwhile the building up of Iwojima into a strong Allied
base is proceeding. Already land-based fighter planes have joined in
air attacks on targets in Japan.

JAPAN’S INDUSTRIAL CENTRES NOW FREQUENTLY
ATTACKED.

Since the two heavy attacks by carrier borne planes at the end of
February, industrial and military targets in Japan have been subjected
to ever-increasing air attacks. The heaviest raid yet made on any
target in Japan took place on March 16, when 2,500 tons of incen-
diaries were dropped on industrial plants and administrative centres
in Kobe. Almost equally heavy incendiary raids have been made on
Tokyo, Osaka and Nagoya. A new and improved 500 1b. incendiary
bomb was used during these attacks.

hm— e e 2
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In Tokyo the following installations are known to have suffered
severe damage as the result of various attacks: the Ota assembly
plant, the Koizumi plant, the Nakajima, Musashima and Nakajima-
T'ama engine factories, the Ueno railway station, the Rising Sun
Petroleum Terminal, the Ogura Oil Co., the Nisshin Spinning Mill,
the Japan Machine Industry, and the Maranouchi Telephone Ex-
change. In addition to the Tokyo aircraft factories, the Mitsubishi
plant at Nagoya has suffered extensively. On March 24, 230 B-29s
concentrated high explosive bombs on this target alone. The output
of new aircraft is inevitably being affected. :

The return of an American carrier task force to Japanese home
waters on March 18 and 19 was an even bolder stroke than its
earlier attacks on Tokyo. On the first day the carrier planes concen-
trated their attacks on airfields in Kyushu. Then the carriers moved
north-east and attacked units of the Japanese Fleet in theitr home
bases in the Inland Sea. One battleship, four carriers, two cruisers
and four destroyers were among the vessels known to have been hit.

As well as inflicting heavy damage on airfields and aircraft
factories, these attacks are costing the Japanese airforce dear in planes.
Over 1,000 were shot down or destroyed on the ground during the
carrier-plane raids alone.

MOPPING UP IN THE PHILIPPINES.

The establishment of American forces on Palawan, Mindanao,
Panay, Negros and Cebu has given the Allies control of the whole
1300 km. west coast of the Philippine archipelago, commanding
the South China Sea. Further fighting in this area is only a mopping-
up operation, whatever its scale.

Allied planes and submarines now range freely in this vital
sea route connecting the Inner Zone with the Southern Regions.
T'his means that Singapore is becoming useless as a supply base.
JAPANESE CENTRAL BURMA POSITION CRUMBLES.

‘The Japanese position in Central Burma was secure so long as
the river barriers of the Chindwin and the Irrawaddy stood between
the Japanese and the Allied armies. The crossing of the Chindwin
in November, 1944, and the crossing of the Irrawaddy in January,
1945, deprived them of these barriers. And now Mandalay has been
recaptured by British and Indian forces, and Meiktila, 90 miles
south of the city, down the Irrawaddy, has been captured. Over
30,000 Japanese troops are trapped in the intervening country.

At the same time Chinese forces have recaptured Lashio, ter-
minus of the old Burma road.

Over 100,000 Japanese soldiers have been killed during the
fruitless Burma campaigns, 3,000 of them at the hands of Kachin
guerillas. Thousands more are dying of sickness and starvation.
T'hey are cut off from sea-borne supplies, and without air support.
Allied command of the air not only forces the Japanese to carry out
almost all movements at night, but permits our cargo planes to supply
the 14th Army with 3,000 tons of food daily.

NAZIS FACE THEIR DOOM.

The collapse of German resistance east of the Rhine is enabling
British, American and French armies to advance into the heart of
Germany at a speed reminiscent of some of the spectacular Russian
advances. In little more than a week after the main advance ovet
the Rhine, Allied forces had advanced over 100 miles beyond the
river,

Germany’s most important industrial area, the Ruhr, has been ’
encircled, and thousands of German soldiers left in the trap. Mean-
while the Allied advance goes on, past undefended towns and deserted

- defensive positions.

British troops have struck up into Holland, and the Germans
are withdrawing as fast as they can, in an attempt to avoid being
cut off from their own country.

As inevitable defeat looms closer, more and more German sol-
diers are realising the futility of further resistance and bloodshed.
1,120,503 German soldiers on the Western Front alone have taken
the wise decision to live for the new Germany that will emerge
after the Nazis have been swept away.

Meanwhile Russian forces have driven into Austria and are
laying seige to Vienna, the capital. The Russian armies opposite
Berlin are preparing new blows.

~ Literary Items. |
~ (a) A modern poem describing how a light spring rain falls on the
quiet sea, making hardly a ripple, throwing a thin veil of mist
over the pinetrees on the rocky coast of Japan. :
(b) A famous “haiku” describing a lofty mountain pass, towering
higher in the sky than the lark flies.
Photograph Captions.

Marines crawl up the beach of Iwo during their initial assault.
This hotly contested island is now an American base.

A war factory near Tokyo burns after B-29s have dropped their
bombs on it.

TARGET: Japanese troops—general.
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