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. WEEKLY WAR NEWS—June 15, 1945.

NEW LANDINGS IN BORNEO. Supported by a heavy naval
and air bombardment, Australian forces on 11 June made simul-
taneous landings at four points in British Borneo—at two points on

- Labuan Island, and at Brooketon and Muara on the western coast
of Borneo. The Japanese were taken by surprise, and Australian

~ casualties were negligible. T his landing follows the Australian seizure
of Tarakan, 600 miles away on the opposite side of Borneo.

AIRCRAFT INDUSTRIES RAZED. Continuing the Allied
plan for the systematic destruction of Japanese war industries, Super
Fortresses in big formations on June 8th, 9th and 10th hammered
vital military targets in the Tokio-Yokohama district.

On June Ist Super Fortresses blitzed Osaka with 3,500 tons
of fire-bombs. The target area was the highly industrialised portion
of the city bordering on Osaka harbour and south of the Shin Yodo
River.

On June 4th the port of Kobe was left a smouldering ruin after
a mid-day fire-bomb raid by nearly 500 Super Fortresses. This was
Kobe’'s third raid. The city is now largely burnt out as were T okio,
Osaka and Yokohama.

Meanwhile systematic raids on airbases in Kyushu by carrier-
based aircraft continue.

OKINAWA. Japanese lines on Okinawa have been cut in two
south of Naha. The main terrein still held by the Japanese has been
reduced to a small area on the south-western tip of the island. An
estimated 15,000 men bottled up there have no room 1n which to
manoeuvre. American forces are already pressing on the Japanese
line in Kiyanzaki area. It is worth noting that allowing for differ-
ences in time and scale the developments on Okinawa are closely fol-
lowing the pattern of the Saipan and Iwo Jima campaigns.

PHILIPPINES. Driving swiftly down the Cagayan Valley,
the Americans on 8th June captured the town of Bambang. Large
quantities of food and medical stores were taken.

CHINA. Chinese successes in the coastal area opposite Formosa
were reported from Chungking on 9th June. 'The Chinese have laid
open a 105-mile stretch of the Fukien coast above liberated Foochow,
and are now less than 10 miles from the Chekiang border.

INVASION OF HOMELAND? A special session of the Japanese
Diet was called in view of the possibility of an Allied invasion of

Honshu. On June 9th, Premier Suzuki told the Diet that the Ameri-

cans would invade Japan. | |
The Government introduced an Emergency Measures Bill asking

the Diet to transfer to the Government virtually all rights and powers
to deal with the production of munitions, food and other necessities.

TARGET: Japanese Troops—GQGeneral. >

LATEST DATE OF _
DISTRIBUTION: Two weeks after receipt.
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