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J. 307

WEEKLY WAR NEWS—JULY 20.

BATTLESHIPS SHELL HONSHU: The Japanese homeland is
now being shelled by United States warships. The Bombardment
began on July 14 when three 35,000-ton battleships, cruisers and
destroyers of the Third Fleet attacked the port and industrial centre
of Kamaishi, 250 miles north of Tokio. The Imperial Iron and
Steel Works, oil storage tanks and electrical installations were left
burning fiercely after being hit by 1000 tons of explosives. A de-
stroyer and 10 merchant ships were sunk. The American warships
ranged unhindered close to the shore. |

Naval bombardment continued on July 15 when three 45,000-

ton battleships concentrated their fire on Muroran, seaport and steel
centre 1n Southern Hokkaido. Again the U.S. Fleet was not inter-
cepted by either the Japanese Navy or aircraft.
AJR STRIKES: Simultaneously with the naval attack on July 14,
1,000 carrier-borne planes were attacking Northern Honshu and
Hokkaido. Their targets were air bases, shipping, and railways,
particularly the rail ferries linking Honshu and Hokkaido.

On July 11 took place the greatest single day’s air assault of
the Pacitic War. A total of almost 2,000 bombers and fighters—
based on Okinawa and Iwo-Jima—attacked oilfields extending from
the Tokio Plain to Nagoya and Osaka. On July 12, 1,600 carrier
planes continued the attack on Tokio’s oilfields, and fighter planes
bombed Kobe. On July 13 the oil storage centre at Kawasaki was
attacked by Super Fortresses.

As more air bases are established on Okinawa to take the air-

craft released by the end of the war in Europe, attacks against Japan
will be heavier.

INVASION EXPECTED: On July 12 Tokio Radio announced

that Japanese troops were manning the coastal defences of Honshu
to meet an Allied invasion of the homeland.

BORNEOQO: Balikpapan harbour has been cleared of minefields and
is now open for Allied shipping. The town of Balikpapan and its
oilfields were captured on July 4 after three days’ fighting. In North
Borneo Australian troops have seized the town of Painar on the
Jesselton railroad, Brunei. Since Australian forces captured Tarakan
Island, North Borneo, in May they have taken Labuan Island, Brunei

Bay, Muara Island, Weston, Beaufort and Lutong, Seria and Miri
(Sarawak).

CHINESE ATTACK IN KWANGSI: Latest victory in the Chinese
drive in Kwangsi Province has been the recapture of Liuchan, 28
miles north-east of Liuchow. They have also captured Tayu, a town
in the heart of the wolfram mining region. Other Chinese forces
who recaptured Chinnankwan Pass, gateway to Indo-China, have

cleared all the Japanese from the south-west of the Pfovinces. Chinese
troops are now only 55 miles from Kweilin.

TARGET: Japanese troops—General.
DISTRIBUTION: Two weeks after receipt.
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