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THE RUDDY PLATOON
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THE RUDDY PLATOON.

Words by Howard! Fisher, Capt., D.L.I., andiW. F. Tompkins, 2nd Lt.,

Cameronians (Scottish Rifles.)

L

We go up the road to the trench ev'ry night,

nd what with the Minnies, and what with the Crumps
“ Strafing " the rations, and “strafing” the dumps ;
We started with fifty odd Non-coms. and men,
We started with fifty, and now we are ten,
And if this “ Crimson " War doesn't end very soon
There’ll be no one left in the Ruddy Platoon.

ight,
xv: get shelled from the left, we get sniped from the right,

1L
The mud in the trench is a bit of all right,
Without a tin hat on you'd sink out of sight.
The dug-outs are lively, the smell's hard to beat,
Oh! it ain’t quite the place for a Sunday School treat.
And what CL the wounded, and what with the dead,
And what with the blokes who are slinging the lead,
Ah! if this *“ Bloomin’ " War doesn’t end very soon,
There'll be no one left in the Ruddy Platoon.

1.
The water’s half petrol, the rations are few,
We are fed up with jam, and we're fed up with stew,
We're fed up with dirt, and we're fed up with mud,
We're fed up with thirsting for anyone’s blood.
And what with the rats, and what with the mice,

And what with the flies, and the fleas, and the “ boches,”

We'll run out of Keatings 1 know very soon,
There'll be an end;to the Ruddy Platoon.

v.
We come from the trenches all weary and dry,
We get as much rum as would fill up your eye,

If the sergeants don't get it, then we want to know

Where the H . . . does the rest of the ruddy rum go.
The sergeants all get it, of that there's no doubt,
The sergeants they get it and blow themselves out,
And if this “ Blinkin’”” War doesn’t end very soon
There'll be no rum left for the Ruddy Platoon.

V.
The ““Brass hats” come up for an afternoon walk,
They go round the trenches, they talk and they talk
About this bit of trench and that bit of wire,
They get their boots muddy, then quickly retire ;
They go back to billets nnI sit down to dine,
Food of the best and a bottle of wine,
But if they don’t discover the War vel;{ soon
There'll be no one left in the Ruddy Platoon.

VI
Our officer’s potty, his favourite stunt
Is taking us out on a Souvenir Hunt ;
He likes taking us out in front of the wire,

nd men,

We started with fifty, but now we are ten, .
And if this * Boss-eyed " War doesn't end very soon
There'll be no one left in the Ruddy Platoon.
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