AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGO000022



y v AUBTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE

copY of Cablegram received by the Lieutenant - General Commanding,
and of Reply thereto ===--

(1) From the Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of AUSTRALIA to
the Lieutenant-General Commanding, -

"On behalf of the Government and people of the Com-
"monwealth of AUSTRALIA, I beg to convey hearty congratu-
"lations to you and all members of the Australian Imperial
"Force for the recent brilliant successes at POZIERES and

"in EGYPT. The Commonwealth of AUSTRALIA views with
"great satisfaction and pride the manner in which her
"sone upheld magnificent reputation for bravery displayed

"and efficiency gained at GALLIPOLI."

(2) From the Lieutenant-General Commanding to the Prime Minister
of the Commonwealth of AUSTRALIA -

"Most grateful thanks from all members of the Aus-
"tralian Imperial Force for your kind telegram and the
"generous recognition of their good work here by the

"Government and people of the Commonwealth. No words of
"mine can express my feelings for my comrades of the
"Australian Imperial Force, with whom I am so proud and

"happy to be serving. They have shown magnificent
"courage and determination in all our recent fighting."
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It gives me mich pleasure to be able to write a
very short Introduction to the book of drawings of Signaller
Ellis Silas, thau;hthaee will themselves I hope appeal fully
to all who see them, as portraying incidents in the lives of
. some of our Australian and New Zealand soldiers on services
| " | The skeches were madé by Signaller Silas during :
| the time he spent with the Austr: alinn troops on the Galllpc:l& |
Peninsula, and thﬁy contaln an excellent record of tha l.tfo ,
apant. by those troops during the montha they and their aom-tth
at Cape Hellea and Suvla were upheolding the honm:r or tho k.
British flag in that pert of the worlde.

I heartily wish Signaller Silas all success with
his book, and trust that, before the war is finished, his he-
wlll enable him to rejoin the troopa » and that he will find
npportunity of giving us yet further proora of his ahility ﬁ
| an artist in ahewing us something of t.he 111"e of the tram

other theatres of WaXe TEIJ 2050539 qa-fmq

5ee

uhoalrlt

(1§

lst May, 1916,
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; SEEO0 T L ORDE R,

by

Lt o=gen, Sir W R, Birdawood, XK. C.B. 1., KO M, GO pBohBes D80,
Comnmanding lst Australian and lew Zealand Army Corps,

L L K& & N B N K L R N |

Headquarters,
Tth June, 191€,

(O NO ACCOUNT 70 BE TAKEN INTO THE TRENCHES,)

I have already conveyed my congrat@lations to the 27th and
28th Battalions, 7th Brigade of the 2nd Division, on the excellent
raid they made on the German trenches on the night of the 6/7th
June, and again wish to thank them for having led the way in this
for our army corps, The great success attained was entirely the
recsult of very careful preparation and great forethought and
attention to every possible detail; it is only in this way thet
we can hope to eventually defeat our enemy,

Now that we have discovered that we can successfully raid
the enemy's trenches as well as, if not better then, others, I
am confident that we shall continue to 40 so without giviug e
enemy any rest whatever, The corps on our right are uble 10
carry out not only two and three reids a week, but veiy ovten
two and three en the same night, and to carry them ¢uacs t
sgucessfully, If they cen do this, not only can we dao o, but j
I hope we wmay be able to do still better, and establish a |
reputation as being the most alert and rescurceful corps in
this country,

I know that all battalions are getting e considerable numbder
of men thoroughly trained in this work, and I hope that in a very
short time every company will have in it a quota of men couplele-
ly trained to carry out successful raids, Once this is tne oase,
I trust that every brigadier in the front line will arrange to
carry out a rdaid at least once a week, while divisional
comnanders will occasionally arrange for simultaneous raids
on portions of the eneny's line,

I think we shall probably get the best results by varying the
methods of raiding, Last night's raid was c¢arried out under
cover of a heavy bombardment, and it will probably be found that
as a general rule thie is the most successful method, If,
however, we always adopt thc same plan, the enemy will imow
exactly what to expect, and make his arrangements accordingly .
possibly resulting in our raiding a completely empty section of
their trenches only to suffer losses on our return,

Qocasionally I think it will pay to cerry out reids in
crmnliete silence, men creeping forward in the dark, cutting the
wire, and rushing the enemy's trenches, while, of course, a
barrage could be arreanged all round the raiding party shortly
after they reached the trenches,

Another/
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'Special Order (Ctd.)

Another method which I think would probabl mee 1
8ucaess, would be to arrange foy heavypbumbargmeniz :ﬁt?ﬁu
points of the enemy's line, by mutuszl arrangement between
Divisions, and for the raicing oarty to creep forward under
cover .of this, cut the wire in the interval between the
parts bombarded, and make their raigd through it at a point
where they will probebly be quite unexpected - there are
howeve;,'many alternative methods, which I know the '
ingenuity and dash of officers, from platoon commanders
upwards, will discover and carry out,

| R
It is well worth remeumbering that
very frequent raids, the eneny ﬁillfbeo?giizg Eintgﬁggg ggt
being raided anywhere and et any time, This will result
?gtlggiyi;natzfagnemg ﬁqttigg no"rﬂati but will cause him
e o u
S ok ot DELHR of-viaw.q mpiness ,_Which.ia'mﬂat desirable

It cannot be too strongly impressed on all that w
of thgs sort by a censicderable . number of men from.tim:rfﬁ
time is excellent trairing to rrepare us for the time when
we hope we shall be able to attzmock and carry the whole of
the enemy's trenches in front of us,

!;' : "}QZ fqhm Aircororf

. Llieutenant-General,

Commanding 1lst A, & VR e 4

DONATED RECORDS LIST

3376(3)

3rd Series
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SPEQCIAL ORDER
by ;
Ma jor General H.B.WALKER, C.B., D.S.0,
COMMANDING lst AUSTRALIAN DIVISION.

DIVISIONAL HEADQUARTERS; -
27th Gﬂtﬂb!r. 1918,

OONGRATULATORY., The following letter, received through lst
ANZAC CORPS HEADQUARTERS, 4s republished for information :.

1 "Te Lt-General Sir W,.R.BIRD¥OQOD, 3.0.3.1., KeCollaGs,y ﬂ.Bl' O-I-E.,D-S-G-

SECOND ARMY,
21st Octobor, 1914,

The three Divisions of the 1 ANZAC Oorns are now leaving
the Second Army for the second time, _

I should be glad if yvou would convey to the Divisional
Generals, Drigadiers, and Conmmanding Officers, and through
them to sall Officers, Non-Commissloned Officers and men, my
appresiation of the good work they have done during the last
oix weeks and the improvement thev have effected in tha
defences of tho srea ontrusted to then,

Tho fine fighting spirit whiah thovy have, as heretofore,
gshewn in all tho enterprisce they have undertaken leaves ne
doubt but that they will echieve further succeases when
salled upon for more extonded oporations.

HERBERT PLUMER, Goneral,"

RS S e,
& £
¢ - pel
SR
[/ | :
<. p |2 Lieut-Colonel,
| V \D A-A. & QlHiG-
1st Australian Division,
¢,
¢
le
A
Al
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7 lst Anzac Corps, France,
: 6th November, 1916,

E. Wrench, Esq.,
Hon. Secretary, Overseas' Club,
General Buildings,
Aldwych, E.C.

For the past two years it has been m3 privilege to be
intimately assoclated with the British peoples overseas through
the Australians and New Zealanders, with whose magnificent army
corps I have been serving.

The sea, which in time of peace separated the various
parts of the Empire, has by the efficlency of our Imperial Navy
been the safe avenue for the assembly of our might. It i1s well
that this should be remembered.

The war has effected one permanent change in the
British Empire. With thls war the British Dominions, whose
strength had been unguessed by the world, stepped right into the
council of the nations. Henceforth, the world knows that each

e R e AT T A s

_“
ST e

one of the British peoples overseas 1s a force to be considered
"in the settlement of the world's affairs, and with every gener-
ation, and with every succeedling year, thelr strength grows

Etﬁﬂdilyn
If our free dominions, possessing the ideas that fhey

hold In common for the protection of the weak against the strong,
|. the champlonship of right against might, the birthright of
individual nations - small as well as great - to live their own
lives in thelr own way, can only continue to use their united
strength as the strength of one man for the upholding of those
ideals in the world, then the British Empire will always remain

the greatest influence for men's happlness and welfare the
human race has ever knowne

That such will be the case wé can none of us have the
i slightest doubt, and 1t only remains for everyone of us to shew
that steadfastness of character, and that fortitude which is

greater than bravery, to ensure the attainment of the object for

gl A St ekl ke e
E

which we took up arms.

L e
.;"'_,i.-

(S'gd) w. R. Birdwood., |
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(K. A. Murdoch, EsGe, )

All Australian Imperial Force send hearty

greetings to our brothers over far distant seas. Here
in France we are cold, cheery and confident - confident
in the strong right arms of the Forces of the whole
British Zmplre and br our brave Allies - confident in
our cause, and above all in the knowledge that we know
we are nol forgotten in Australia, and that we feel we
can implicitly rely upon here to continue to send Psr
sons to fight alongcslide of us, and to ensure that by
keaping her magnificent unlts ug_to gtrength in the
field, none shall be able to feél that their mrificaa

have beéen in vain.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

(H. E. Budden, EsQ.)

All members of the A.I.F. send our most
5 workers

grateful thanks to the kind hm¥pexx Iin Australia, who
have done so much to help the Australian scldiers
through times of difficulty and discomfort In the
fleld. "hat that help heas meant none but those who
have seen it on the spot can possibly realise, and
we hope that our friends in Australia, who hsave
sgslsted 1In making the Australlian Comforts Fund the
wonderful success it has proved, will accept our

Christmas greetings which are sent with a feeling of

deep gratitudestc theme.
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' '.,' All maﬂbers of the Australian Imperial Farce

qend GHE“ heartinqt good wishes for the cnming year-to

pur _brothers in arms in the New Zealand Expeditionery
Forcees Ve have all qyrveﬁl side by siﬁe for so long
now, sharing each othﬂr'a dangers, losses and guceess,

+hat we can hardly help feeling ourselves still to be

. one force, as ﬁe were throughout last yeare

| | s all look forwarc with great confldence to
: the cominp year - canFiaence in ours elvas and 1n.aach.
othur, and con“idﬂnce in New Zealand and Australia that

they are not &Qinu to forget us, and will keep our ranks

fa211l with brave nen +, 0 pfﬁf}e.r‘fe 1nt30t the {210rim3

traditions whieh,haﬁe'alrﬁady teen buillt up by our

R

LT O0pPS e |
. Personnlly I can ﬂ@VbY forget tha many ﬂﬂnthﬂ
'during vhich it wos my privilege to havg the New
Eaalanﬁ L1roops servinﬁ'ﬂnﬁ€? WE_Gﬁmm&ﬁdb to one and all
of nhQn}II wish good I‘OI'-tune, nd a happy T"'E‘tm q!‘ter i c
victory to thLiP homes undeﬂ thﬂ “authrrn Qﬂbaﬁ& ASVAK | =
928

lst_Anzac Cor $1 Frances i | gee PN | =
| Dﬁcem.er.. 6o | T Vpamea i j

&

e
= iil-"'—-—-\_ -
- = e e o m— S il
: > - - - — -
"'—-u-—l-‘;.' p—
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H.R.H.Duke of Connaught,
Clarence House,

Londone.

17th

On behalf of all ranks Australian Imperisal Force I beg
to convey our deep and most sincere sympathy in the
great loss sustalned by ¥our Royal Highness. Ve are

well aware of the deep Interest you and Her Royal
Highness have taken in the Australian troops, and our

feelings of sympathy for you now are indeed most
genuine and sinceree.

General Bilrdwood.
(GIOIClj ﬁliIlF- )
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lat*ﬁnzac Corps, France,

2lst April, 1917.

L

My dear Lord Mayor,

Posts now usually take so many dayvs between
here and England that I have only jusi’ received your
letter of the 15th, so I much doubt’ iF my rephy will

‘peach you before Gallipoll Day. In the hopes of your

crerlting it, I despatch this immedlately, nd rather than

“miss the post by delayings teo ennble me to make out a

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

sngelal meaggage for you, I hnave adapted a mssa@' which,
curiously encuch, I happened to ﬁend only yvesterday to
such of my Australian troops as ﬁre in ¥r Bush's
Rishop's Knoll Hospitals .

Having teen associsted with the Austrnlian

-~ troops since the beginning of the war, it 1s natural that

I should $énd_greatgngﬂ;;o~ay boys who are wcunded in
Ingland, but I am.equally glad to have an opportunity

’ |
of sending & me=zgare to all our soldiers, whom you are so

kindly entertaining. I mention this so that you will

II": _— ] _ri::-
¥ - .£ i o ‘:‘ ?
g T, i
j P § 3 i =y
duq son sow epaenan ym 1t 5elg od bivode I wealise ;
& : "I _:.'- I & X ] ‘_.' I a-. . N : # "i--- " F 'I — Pl e ‘n. wdf uth bl plias P nul e ] — i
| , , o B il AT PTRR T P l  % RRE . v
-l . r_:- ..-_i} t r. I o = w 1:'-:,- t :I ‘ -_ | '!_ lld:al t"‘} '_l .-I.- ?3 * 4 -_* ; .._. 1= ' ‘E_ J, 1) :...-__ > 8 4 { o x5 t . 4 : . “‘LMJ “‘,._F‘JJFI "'_"‘
1 :n[" "'l" " ?' I .. =
@ W L -
w3 -
S L o
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| ey 1st Anzac Corps, France,

2oth Aprill, 191%.

To: Qur Australien troops In hospital

in England.

The Australlan troops 1In France send their greetings
to their comrades, who are wounded and sick in our hospitals in
England. This day two yesasrs ago, the Australian and New Zealand
troops were effecting a landing on the Gallipoll Peninsula, on
which. they established thelr hold in spite of tremendous
opposition, and where they made a name for themselves and their
people which will live for ever 1in History.

Anzasc Day finds us stlll facing the enemy, probably
with the critical struggle of the war still ahead of us, not only
with the same courage and determlnation, but with the full
assurance that victory will be ours - though it may be a long
day yet, with many a hard fight, before we have finally crushed
our enemies, and ensured the freedom of our race fﬂr.whiah.wa
took up arms.

At the frnnt we all reallse that you, who have been
sent to the old country after so gallantly doing your duty, still
have your thoughts for your old mates and friends, who continue
to keep the Australian Flag flying in the face of the enemy. It
is a real help to them to realise that such of you as are able to
do so will come along and rejoin them, as soon as you can, and
help them to see this through.

Let us prey that by next Anzac Day we may be back in
our homes to bring happiness to our people and country, where wé
know what a welcome awalts the brave men, who have not hesitated

to fight for all that we hold dear.

(8'gd) w. R. Birdwood.

5

1

|

e _ — S == = = J
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

~ 18t Anzac Corps, France,

25th April, 1917,

r '_ : 1 " ¥ r . ¥ g, {

T
|

On behalf of my Australian traopa;:I send our

‘hearty greetings to our aemra@aai_who=£ough€awithﬂua at

Gallipoli,'and'whn are’nnwwwoundad:and~31ék;£nrﬁngland¢'
This day two years ago,. traﬁpa of the Empira“wara effect~
ing a landing on the Gallipoli Peninsula, an{which.thﬁy
estnhliahed their'hald in spite of tremendous dpponttiun,
and where they s0 nobly upheld all the Llori¢ua~¢raﬁit£ﬂhﬂ
of our Arnye

Anzac Day finas us still nicing the enﬂﬁw,
1

probably with the critical strugcis of the war stiil ahend

; \

of us, not only with the same courage anc determind&ian.
A

but with the full assurance that victory willl be cm':\ -

though it may be a long day y{-a'L, with o n}__v_haro. f‘ight.,

_'before We nave iinally ¢Pu3nﬁu our enemloa, anc ensur&d

the fPBEGGﬂ of our race for which we t@ﬁk-up aﬁmq.

At the 1ronu ve all realise tﬂdt yau. who hﬁtﬂ
been sent to the old country aftor ‘so [_,hll%ﬁﬁ‘dﬂing &m\r
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Copy of ‘telegram dated 7/5/17.
Te : Commander-in-Chief.

From: General Birdwood.

b BB X B A R R _ L ¥ _ X R X"

Please accept our grateful thanks for vour most
generous message, which is much apprecinted by all., No words
of mine can express my feelings for the megnificent behaviour of
officers and men who are sticking it out through continuous

attacks with the utmost determination, which we mean to maintaine
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I am indebted to the Reverend Mr Green for the
privilege of writing an introduction te hils book, In which he
givaarn lucld ané interesting deseription of the 1ife of our
gallant soldilers of the A.I.F. In his capaclty as one of our
chaplains to the Force, all of whom have done such noble work
during the war, he has been able to enjoy a close personal touch
with our men - more parﬂiéui&rly narhaps at CGalllpolis the
record nr'hié aympathétia aﬁéérﬁntinn and experience will, I am
gure, be heartily welcomed by all vho are interested in the
welfare 0f the A.IF.

Previous ublicetions heve, I mow, chronicled the
incidents of our campalisn in Ecvpt and on the Cnallipcli Peninsula
- degeds In which the greatest cﬁuraée, deternination and selfe
sacrifice have been cdlsplayed by our men from the Southern Seas,
meny of whom, 2las, have made the supreme sacriflce in the cause
of Justice and Freedoms ¥r Green's work will, however, be an
interesting sequel in that he deseribes, vhat one may eall, our
second phase of operationa on the vestern front,

Here, In ¥rance, our Austreliasn troops have continued
to shew that megnificent bravery and spirit, vhich has enabled
them to underro cheserfully the severest hardships, and even to
enhance their fine reputation as soldiers which now stands
second to none in thls huge Armye No words of mine can adequately
exXpress ﬁy admiration md affection for them., I am proud to
thin that for nearly three years now I have been privileged to
gserve with them, during which tEEZ}Eﬁay heve made traditions which
wil) live for all time in the history of Australia,

I wish all success to Mpr Creen In the publication of

hiﬂ hoolk,

'Tau-annuaan a3TAMOq |
?

- AVEE

P
= "

-
ut";!"-

Efpnﬂa, 13th May, 1917,

esihee bit
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COPY OF CABL&GRAM SBHT 90 DEFENGE MSLBOURNE 16=7=17.

lst Anzac Corps has been in rest few weeks. All ranks
are in good fettle. Big Australian Military Tournsment held
12th Jﬂi. KING present and saw 40,000 Australians of first
and fifth aivisions. On his departure following special
order igsued 3= BEGINS =

- " HIS MAJESTY THS KING, upon the conclusion of his vigit tod gy
‘* commanded me to say that he was glad once again to see his
Australian troops. His Majesty was greatly impressed by

the vigorous and whole-hearted mesnner in which Officers and
men carried out their work. Fhe traiitions established by
80 many gallant comrades who have gone were, His Majesty
said, being worthily upheld. 'The King said that he was
continually mindful of the fact that this magnificent body
of men had voluntarily left their homes and their grand
gountry and had travelled twelve thousand miles to support
their comrades in amms in a struggle for the maintenance of
all that British character believes to be right amd just. His
Mejesty 1s aware that a great many men have served for a long
rnnd and have done what less stalwart mem would csll a

& fair thing™ but he knows that, true to the traditions of
the British race, Australian character will never lo0k back=
ward until our aims are achieved. |

HIS MAJESTY the King was very pleased at the opportunity of
geeing so many of our men and to see them in such fine
physical comdition, znd sends his greetings to all renks
most sincerely wishing them continued health and h suocess.
The King directs me to thank both @General WALKSR ané Genersl
HOBBS for the excellent arrangements made for today's visit.
We Re BIRDWOOD ORDER BNDS

Trust Reinforcements will be forthcoming maintain full strength
australia's five splendid Divisions. " |

BIRLDWOCD,

i e i B N e P o L i = .n-qsu:.'-u.-ﬁﬂ'_-h._,...__._....;._;___{\ xi__._._}:___-...__.u__.:_.--l- : * —-'-'-..\.._M_A-ﬂ:}

T S i =
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Adminaust,

Londone.

Please despatch followlng to Peake, Premier, Adelaide.

Begins:

The sterling message from yourself, Government
and people of South Hustfalia much appreciated by all
here. Stop In conjunction with other troops of the
Empire Australia's sons may be relied on to take their
full share 1n bringing victory to the cause for which we
are flghting. Stop Until we have achleved our aims,
the courageous deeds of Australlan soldiers will continue
to bring glory to their country, and honour to those whom
they have left behind at home, and by whom they know they

are not forgotteno Birdwood. Ends.
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copy of cablegram for publication in "Sunday Times" Sydney,

on third anniversary of the war. - Despatched 2/8)17.

ﬁ--__ﬂ—-FI*F.“'-'-.--_--“'------_--

For three years British arms have been fighting v
steadfastly for what they belleve to be principles of justice and
freedom. Unprepared at the outbreak of war, the British people
with characteristic singlemindedness have gradually been
organizing and preparing the resources, and, in consequence, they
now have in the field armies which for the past twelve months have
been steadily demonstrating their abllity to achieve the aims for
which they were concelved. '

In this gigantic task the people of the oversea

DBominione have undertaken their full share with a complete sense

- of individual and collective responsibility. To our enemies, and
t0o the world, it has in consequence been demongtrated that the
British Empire, loesely but Insolubly bound in a homogeneous whole,
the power of which is inexhaustible, and the object of which will
ever be towards the maintenance of peace and the protection of
the weako

The Australian Army, grown to manhood during these years,
has fought on many fields, and has earned glory as great and
undying as any which has hitherto been borne by British Arms.
There has. Inconsequence, been given to the Australian people a
tradition and an heritage upon which, in honour bound to the
memory of their gallant sons who have made the great sacrifice,
must be bullded a natiocnal and Tmperial character of the highest
ideals.

But the task 1s not yet completed. It 18 no part of our
character to flinch or hesitate at the last great effort.
Morewvver, we owe 1t to those gallant comrades who rest beneath the
wooden crosses that thelr lives shall not have been given in vain,
I know well that the Australian people will meintain at full
strength thelr units now 1n the field, and that in the last
great struggle Australia will play the same noble part which has
charecterized her previous effortse.
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1st ANZAC CORPS,
9th NOYEMBER, 1917.

My DEAR GENBRAL,

You will, I am sure, be interested to hear that I have to-day received a telegram from Australia announcing

that the Commonwealth Goverament have decided to take an immediate Referendum on the subject of compulsory

service throughout Australia, I feel sure, toon, that it will be of interest to all our officers to know how we stand as

regards reinforcements, etc., throughout the A.1.F,

I had recently to point out the fact that, owing to lack of reinforcements, we shall probably be at least 8,000
men down by the early spring, and without any reinforcements whatever immediately in sight to replace them. After
considering this, G.H.Q. decided that we must withdraw one division into reserve, to act prim'a.rily as a feeder for
the remainder of the force ; but we of course all had to recognise the fact that this might be only the first step, and
that, later on, unless the reinforcement situation improved, the question of abolishing one and even, I fear, a second

and probably a third division might have to be taken up.

I naturally informed the Commonwealth Government how the situation stood, and told them how deeply all
here would feel the breaking uap of any single one of the magnificent units, which we have with us, and which have
indeed made history for Australia for all time, and I urged the sending of further reinforcements to us without

delay. I may mention that at the present time reinforcements are coming forward to the extent of a total of some

2,000 per month, while we must have about four times that number to keep our five divisions efficient in the field.

It is, of course. impossible to foresee what the result of the Referendum may be, but I am convinced that
everyone of us must contemplate with horror the pessibility of having to break up any of our battalions,
brigades, or divisions, and, indeed, J do not know where we should make a start should we unfortunately ever be

called upon to do so.

As I think that all will be interested to know about this question of reinforcements, I am sending copies of

this letter for all officers.

The information I have given you as regards numbers must of course, be treated as confidential.

Yours very sincerely,

(Sgd.) W. R. BIRDWOOD.

A.P.—344—MM—11-17
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Ist Anzac Corps,

12th NOVEMBER, 1917.

Now that our Corps is being withdrawn from that part of the fronf in which we have seen so
much hard fighting during the last two months, I wish to convey to all ranks my very heartiest con-
gratulations upon the real good work which has been put in, and my deep feeling of gratitude to
officers, non-commissioned officers and men for the magnificent spirit and self-sacrifice which has
been shown by all. All I think must realise that the fighting we have been through has been of an
entirely satisfactory nature in that we were able to attain our objective in every one of the many
attacks which we have put in, and that without a single hitch of any sort. The Army Commander
has testified to this after each attack made, and we know with what appreciation the Commander-in-

Chief wired to Australia regarding the results of the fighting done by her troops.

In a great deal of our previous fighting, the brunt has fallen to a large extent on the Infantry

In all these recent attacks the infantry have again naturally come in for the giant’s share of the
fighting, but they will I know be the first to acknowledge how their success has so much depended
upon the magnificent work done by the Artillery. Their comrades in the Artillery, too, have not
been able to obtain the same long spell as the Infantry have had, and I am sure the whole Infantry
will wish to join in unstinted praise aud feelings of gracitude for the unflinching and devoted work
of all the Artillery day aud night without respite. They have peen subjccted to continuous heavy
shelling, while gas shells were often poured over them for bours without cessation. During the whole
of this time we have all realized what it has meant to them, and we know that nothing has ever deterred
\ them from sacrificing themselves for the benefit of the Infantry. Not only to the gunners, but to
the drivers also we owe our gratitude. With them, too, I would associate the Engineers, Pioneers,
Medical Services, and Army Service Corps, who vied with each other in striving to ensure everything
possible being done whick would conduce to victory, and to the well being of Officers and Men

throughout the Corps. All alike have taken their share in casualties, but, much as we must regret

the fallen, we realise they have given their lives to ensure victory.

I am sure that whatever fighting may yet be betore us, the A.L.F. will on all occasions fight
just as well as it has done in the past but the successful fighting these last two months through
Glencorse and Polygon Woods terminating in the capture of the Broodseinde Ridge will be difficult to

beat, and I would again express my most grateful thanks to all who have taken part in it.

W. R. BIRDWOOD.

A.P.—349 —cc—11-17
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1st ANZAC CORPS,
B.E.F., FRANCE,

o Brd. December,. . ..1917.

Cablegram.
Governor-General,

Melbourne.

Your kind greetings are much appreciated by all
Australien troops under my command to whom they have
been conveyed. You may rest assured that one and all
of us intend to do our best %o the ias$ to the full

extent of our power until we have attained victory.

'y most sincere and best wishes 10 Her Excellency and

yourself for many a bright and prosperous year be fore

YOU.

Birdwood.
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HEADQUARTERS, AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE.

FrANCE, 25th DECEMBER, 1917.

On the occasion of our fourth Christmas on active service, I send my
heartiest greeting to all members of the A.I.F. Another strenuous year is
drawing to a close—a year in which the magnificent traditions of the A.IL.F.
have been fully upheld by the loyal and gallant service of one and all.
During this period, Bapaume—DBullecourt, Messines and Ypres have been
added to the splendid list of honours, which begins with the landing at

Gallipoli—Lone Pine—and later Pozieres—names which are indelibly re-

corded in the History of Australia, and which will never be forgotten.

At this season of the year, our thoughts go out especially to those who
have fallen, and those now in hospital as a result of sickness and wounds.
The memory of our gallant comrades who have made the supreme sacrifice
can but strengthen our determination to achieve complete victory over our
enemies in this struggle for the preservation of right, and the establishment
of a peace under conditions which will permanently safeguard the freedom
of the world.

I know that all in France wiil join with me in sending best wishes to

our comrades in hospital for their rapid and complete recovery.

b
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HEADQUARTERS, AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE.
France 25th DecemMBER 1917,

On the occasion of our fourth Christmas on active service, Isend my
heartiest greeting to all members of the A.LLF. Another strenuous year is
drawing to a close—a year in which the magnificent traditions of the AIlF.
have been fully upheld by the loyal and gallant service of one and all. During
this period, Bapaume — Bullecourt, Messines and Ypres have been added
to the splendid list of honours, which begins with the landing at
Gallipoli---Lone Pine---and later Pozieres—names which are indelibly re-

corded in the History of Australia, and which will never be forgotten.

At this season of the year, our thoughts go out especially to those who .
have fallen, and those now in hospital as a result of sickness and wounds. The
memory of our gallant comrades who have made the supreme sacrifice can but
strengthen our determination to achieve complete victory over our enemies In
this struggle for the preservation of right, and the establishment of a peace

under conditions which will permanently safeguard the freedom of the world.

I know that all in France will join with me in sending best wishes to

our comrades in hospital for their rapid and complete recovery.

W. R. BIRDWOOD.

A.I.F. P.8.=--389==-M---12-17
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Once sgain I am asked by means of the Hew Year issue

of "Overseas” to send & message to our kinsmen in all parts of
the British “mpire - a message of hope to the many who
upq_otutly await the "mn of the men who ua. doing men's
work, and a message of sympathy to those who must needs sorrowe.
Another year has gonme by, a year of great efforts end
of great rosults, and necessarily. therefore, of great trials
‘snd great anxieties. At the end of it we are able to look back
with our heads high and m hands clean, and ﬁnll a |
steadfastness and singleness of purpose in the British race
which establishes for all time itile unity and power snd Mﬁ to
the whole world that by God's grace we are not unworthy of the
great dutinj which has been placed in our keepilnge. e
che successful prosecution of & waer such sg this, 18
ﬁapnuﬁt more upon the spirit of the nation than even on the
prowess of its soldlers and m:l.arn"mﬁ the skill of their

chig is the first time thai m British impire has been |
m:*ym is concerned;

leoaders.
involved in s war of mtiona‘in. arng.
everyone's effort is required; aad the neceseary cohesion is

only att#inad by consideration of the needs of the whole and

obliteration of selfish individualism. 1% is nllnst an

incredible i1hing that & widely separated #supire, with ummt

needs and thoughts, should without haaitatim have rallied to

its Zing with sueh conplete singlemindedness; and that the m

ruoumaﬂ of the ,Enpin should have been orzeniged us m; m
A1l this is the mwoTe rm:nhh when it

i -"\—tl'—— l _ri;x:'.l...: 1, 5

. with a ningle ohjaﬂt.
: 1s nmabaraa thet there wes not probebly-em the whole m &

!A | xm legs civen *bo thought of war or 1o mﬂh ﬂ'ﬁﬂlﬂ" -
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appreciative of the common tie, and true to the old stock, have
but one asim, and know that side by side they will maxch to
victory with equal and unswerving courages |

 But the end is not yet. Indeed, we are only st that
point when the greatest demand is made upon our fortitude and
resource. It naturally happens, asfter three years of war,
especially after three years of such # devastating and cruel
wer. that a desire for pesce should exist in the hesrts of sll -

| and for compromise in the thoughts of a few. "Let us call it &
draw" is @ phrase which will appeel to some who nay try to claim
that 1t containe the elements of the spirit of good nature and
nh11nlr1 innate in the British race. But there can be no "draw"
with 2 nati&n, who, from the outset, banished chivalry from ite

bvarmer and honour from its oreed. Germany muet be shewn that

might is not right; and the only way, while human nature :’:‘uﬂ{

human neture, to do this, is to overthrow might. ¥e have been

—

ntanﬁiuat up ta now, that is to gey up to the peint whiich

i
-

assured us saflety trnm the clutches of )nn—Garnaniam. But we

are not fighting and have never been fighting merely for owur

= own self-preservation; we areé fighting for the great

prineiples which Abrahem Lincoln describeé ss the alms of

demoeXracye. 1£ we stop short ol the stteinment of these, We

. petray & saocred truat left to us by those gallent souls who

have gliven their lives in the hope that by s0 doing the goal

would be reachede. :
vhatever the cosgt, the Briti

.li-"-.% e _l‘.d ¥ __..'l:. ¥e ..._.i'

gh Bmpire will endure

unto the end. It8 golidarity and uniiy of purpose will not be

diminished by time OX adversity. In the waintenance of this

spirit,

i _ ciub is playing a noble purt. =0 1ts 150,000 oversea members _.fi
| 4 add that- :

and in closing I wia ¢
1.3 u{;.jii,.r’ﬁ.ﬂ‘r U3ATAKOG

bright dewn of an onduring — 15 serfalin if only WS 1
doubt and

to have no thoughts for the 11:; el s
| ﬂjﬁz e _.'--.:":'4' o N

this message is addressed,

firmly resolve

vacillation. A

o -
e A S . .
_"_.'_‘——.-.‘—\.l.r\_.—-—u_—ﬁ_.l—L AP i 2 o

- n
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AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE.

Australian Corps, |
B.E.F., France,
26th March, 1918.

Boys,

The time has now come when we must be prepared to
“Take the strain.” I think I need hardly say more. Everyone
fally realizes what this means, and I know that I can confidently

. appeal to every single individual in the A.LF. to realize that it
is up to him personally to *“ Take the strain’’ for the sake of his

country _and all he holds dear.

Rementber that personal determination to attain victory at
whatever self-sacrifice, by every individual, is what counts, and
it may well be that this spirit on the part of even a few men
may be the deciding factor of the great battle in which we are

now engaged.

Remember what they are thinking of us all in Australia
now, and remember the lasting traditions which the Force has

made for itself.

W. R. BIRDWOOD.
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- g Copy of telegrams dated 23/4/18.

Governor-General,

Helbqgrne.

I .

s | Three years ago today'ﬂustralia and llew Zealand gave
of their best in the Empire's cause in an operation which not
only established the patriotism, valour and skill of the troops,
but will ever live in higtory. This anniversary finds us with
our original aims yet unacdhieved, but with our resolution firm
and unshazen. To those at home &nd particularly to those who
mourn, we would on this day send a message of renembrance and
hope. Secrifice shall not have been made in vain,and in the

spirit of 25th April 1915 we will continue to the end.

—-uu-_-—-—_-—-—-——-F-'--“-_--—'—'—'ﬁ'__“-——__——'

Governor -General,

Wellington.

On the third anniversary of Anzac Day I desire to
convey my greetings and those of the members of the A.I.F. TO
the people of New Zealand, and to assure them that the llew

7ealand snd Australdiean troops are continuing to uphold the

| great traditions established on the 25th April, 1915. The many

months dur ing which New Zealand and Australian troops fought
literally shoulder to shoulder in the conmon cause can never be

for potten by either. All who are fighting today realize that the é

L s e e e re e — —— e = = =

safety and honour of their home snd people are as much in their

| safe custody.as they were three years ago, and in this trust they
will not fail. : : |

—

e ———
, . e e . e it it ol —

_ e = = e L e—————e - —_—
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,cf’fhaaﬂnat-do s0. I know well you may get into a muddy trench on a

| pouring wet night: everything is misersbles Do not sit down to
smoke a cigarette, 0r look after your own comfort and well-being,
but make up your mind that you’must immedlately begin to bustle
round, and ensure the comfort of your men. See that their food,
clothing, etce. are all as right as they can be. liake an invarisble .
custom of thig in whatever part of the line you mey be, whether sm
actually in the front line trenches, in billets or elsewhere. The
men will very soon realise if you have thelr welfare really at
heert. What I do most earnestly ask every one of you to do is to
try to make every men in your pletoon feel thaet you are the besgt
friend he has in the world - that he can always regard you &s a
personal friend as well as & tried soldier, to whom he will
naturelly turn in all trouble.

One more point -~ salutinge. Only today, I happened to
pass a dozen Oof our men who very correctly saluted a young
officer. He in return merely gave & slight jerk of the hand. I
am sure he meant nodiscourtesy, but it was not the way to do it.
Remember that every human belnb is of the same clay. We all have
the same feelings, and it just so happens that some of us are |
"vested with but brief authority.® While we have that suthority,
let us remember what igs due to those who respect it, and enterx .
into their feelings. When a man selutes you, raise your hand to ?
your hat; 1look the men in the face, and convey the impression, ;
which is so easily done, that you are glad to see him, and
appreciate returning his salute. It is only a little thing, but
it mekes a difference, | | 5

I know, gentlemen, that I need not say more. TYou know
what I meen, and I am convinced that one end all of you will put
your backs into 1t 1o prove that you are what I may cell the
salt of the earth, for thét is what so many of your young officers
have proved themselves to be, and what I want to think all are.
Renmember that no flag throughout the world is more honoured than
ours now is, thanks to the bravery of our troops. Remenber that
it can only remain so honoured as long as it has no stain on it,
and 1f ever occasions are given for the thr0w1ng of mud, sone af
it may stlek and staina | |

| The.best of good wishes to you &ll in whatever is before
- USe I know nhow Australis will count on your fulfilling to the
~utmost your duty to hexr, and to the men whom she has entrusted to
. youxr care. | | | B |

P T S
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i
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2nd July, 1918,

8ir,
I have the honour to inform you that a cablegran

has reached me from the Government of New South
Wales, desiring me to convey their congratulations
to you on your promotion, also on your temporary

elevation to command the Fifth Army on the Western

Front in Prance,
I have the honour to be,
8ir,

Your obedient Servant,

C Kl r el

General Sir William Riddell !1rd"ﬁﬂ'd, K.G.B-.!.C.B.I-.
KICIHHGI| C.I-nn. B.ﬂ.ﬁ'., ﬁ.;b.c.,

Hﬂﬁdqu‘rt‘rl Al .T-,
Abroad,

e B - |

== 5 i
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TELEGH#le"S ADDRESS: » TErmE - 3&_ P’Er fﬂpy or ‘?_I-Iﬁ per yenrr Fﬂsf erE*
ACCOMRADIS, PHONE, LONDON. 20 copies, 5/- ; 40, 9/6 ; 100, 22/6.

8, GROSVENOR CRESCENT,
APH/GW, LONDON, S.W.1.

TCLEPHONE: 1900 ?ICTDHIA,}
1901 VICTORIA § 2 LINES.

General April l1l4th. 1919.
Sir W.R.Birdwood; X.C.B.,

C/o. Australia House,

STRAND,

Ww,.C., 2

Dear Sir :

" I have heard with great pleasure, a pleasure
wnlich I am sure all readers of the "Comrades Journal"
will share - the news that you have kindly consented
to hecome a patron of the Comrades of the Great War
Association, on whose behalf this Journal is published.

I, therefore, beg to ask if you would be so
kind as to send me a small message, even if only half

2, dozen words, suitable to be nrinted under the titl

"Why I believe in the "Comrades", that is to say, just

a bref expression of opinion from wvou as to the value

to be attached to the comrs :

)Yy the trials of the war in the work of reconstruct ion.

.-“.'L._l.--

=l L

®

Might I ask if you would kindly let me have
3 than the 23rd. Amx
1

1:. 890 that I
i

your renly not later
| i ng to press

shall be able
for Mav,

'

.i
o
e 1t in the issue go

1.-.].dr
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i Mrs Seager,

Cheer-up Hut, Adelaide,

Deeply grateful for kind message from five thousand
Suﬁth Auitrnl:lg.g digger comrades and member of
Cheer-up Hut. Much look forward to meeting my old
comrades in Australie,

o | Gemeral Birdwood.
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to be addressed to /

THE AGENT GENERAL FOR NEW SOUTH WALES. | / //ﬂ / /
/{Aﬁ’f Aonse. fﬁ/// wr A irecl,

Telegraphic Address: “ALICUJUS, WESTRAND, LONDON?”
Telepheone No.: GERRARD, 2337 (2 LINES) / / / :
s f./p/ Gl g, SW.Z

Leference N?

10t October 1919.

8ir,

On behalf of the Mitchell Library of New South Wales,
I desire to submit the following for your favourable
consideration:-

The Mitchell Library is a component part of the
State Public Library of New South Wales and it possesses what
is considered to be the finest collection of Australian
historical records in the world. The Principal Librarian
and Directors are now engaged in enhancing its value by_the
addition of records, documents,and personal matter,connected
with the Great War. Under the "personal® heading, an
autograph letter from you - in which you might feel disposed

to give expression to your opinion on the effect of

Australian participation in the War, or the Australian as a

General Sir William R. Birdwood, K.C.B., K.C.S8.1., K. le.G
A.D.C. General., D.S.0. 2 |
etc. etc. etc.
Administrative Headquarters, A.I.F.,
130, Horseferry Road, 5o
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fighting man, and/or any other phase of the subject from the
Australian point of view - would be highly prized in future
years, owing to your having commanded Australians.

If you should accede to this request - I should
be glad to forward special lasting paper. The letter would
then be placed as a permanent souvenir of the War in
company with similar letters which I am soliciting from
Field-Marshal Sir BEdmund Allenby and General Sir Henry S.

Rawlinsen.

I have the honour to be
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

R
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= I have taken the opportunity when meeting representative

:'@wiherings of citizens in the States I have visited of bringing to
notice, as far as my memory Serves me, the doings of their @roops in
the war, though I, of cowrse, reslize that the time available
on such occasions as this does not enable me to do anything
like justice to their magnif icent achievements.

@ would naturally mention first your wonderful 9th
Battalion, which formed part of the 3rd Brigade under the
command of General Maclagan, and, as you know, it was this
brigade which was especially chosen &s our covering force atv
the Landing at Gellipold. Your 9th Battalion wae therefore
"hes the great tradition that it was one of the first tihree 4
Aus tralian Battalions to land on the Peninsula. Being & unit
of the l1lst Division, the'gth has naturelly & large list of

On proceeding to lrance
Battle Honours./ After our evacuation of $keGallipoli this
battalion particularly distinguished itself in the capture of
Pozieres, than which I do not think we ever experienced harder
fighting, for the Germens were well supplied with artillery,
which was exceptionally well organized, and they were fighlting
with confidence in the ultimate result of the war - very
different Germens from those we met in 1918, when they realized
they were & defeated nation.

#ollowing Le Bargue, the 9th came in for the very
heavy fighting at Lagnicourt, where we defeated a determined
counter-attack by four GCerman Divisions, on whom we inflicted
very severe casuglties, and at Bullecourt. The Battalion was
heavily engaged in the Passchendaele operations y and later
im opposed the Germen advance at Merris end Meteren, where all
battalions of the lst Division completely destroyed the moral
of the enemy by their daring and e ffective daylight raids. 1%
then took part in the final phases of the war at Lihons,
Proyart, and the operations leading up to the capture of the
Hindenburg Outpost Line on 18th Sep tember, }Ql@.

Battialion commanders were Colonels Tee (?) J.C.

Robertson (later Brig-General in command of Bth:Br}gada)
Walsh (temp) Mullen and Ross (temp). | R
: . !

e P ——
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Private Leak was awarded the V.C. in this battalion. | Among
the many prominent uffiqeraﬂ,l remergber Colonel Butler A.A.M.C.-
Captein - later c:::lnnalh-ﬁﬁii;lisbury, who both distinguished
themselves in the landing. colonel Wilder Neligan who was &
Serjeant at Gallipoli - Captain Inightley.
The 4th Infentry Brigade, which also took part in
the len ding, contained the 15th Battalion, which then was
composed of Queenslanders and Tasmenians, but later became
entirely & Queensland unit, This Battalion was engaged in all
our offensive operations at Gallipoli inc uding the night
sttack on Sari Bair in August, 1915, Its first heavy fighting
in France was at Pozieres and Mouquet Farm. With other Aus in
battelions the 15th displayed the utmost galléntry and
determination in the attack on Bullecourt, and la ter was
engaged at Messines, Passchendaele, Hebuterne and the final
operations of the war in 1918. Command ing officers in this
mttalion were Colonels Cannan, later Bri g-General commanding
11th Brigede) Mesharry end Johnston (‘temp). Colonel MeSharry,
who originelly belonged to your 2Znd Light Horse, was killed
near Corbie. e jor Quinn (Swiam rilled at Quinn's Post, was
s member of this battalion, &s also was Major Corrigen, later
Colonel in command of 46th Bn. Driver Daiziel was awarded the
V.Co
The next Queensland battalions to join us wél the 25th
42{‘ which formed part of the 7th Brigade in the <nd Division, which
landed at Gallipoli in the later stages of the campaign, and
gerrison the position known as the Apex.'g' On preceeding to
%h%d{ e iy t];“: in for h fighting at Pozieres
21,“-5 LI‘&H(?Z‘. the 25 also ceme in for heavy I1ig ng Z
;HW ,/ whe:ri*e mede two determined attacks em in which I :agret it
s e, sehieved-sueeess-at it suffered heavy casueal ties. Thése
battal ionsalso took part in the operations at Malt Trench,
Lagnicourt, Bullecourt, Passchendaele, Morlancourt, and in The
final fighting at Amiens, Herleville, Mon?t ,_St,@ien#_infn%aaurevnir
in the Hindenburg Line.
Comme.nding officers war(fiélunelsf raton (Later in

commend of 6th Brigade) Deawson, Norrie, -}i‘.]}. Dawson ftemp)
W. Davis? (t-mp) (Bean's note: Davis had 2 great reputation -)*:Eur
L.(Mffv rc. 6% A\ courage
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e (26th) Colonels Ferguson, ravers and Davis. Capt Cherry amd
Lieutenant Borella, of 26th Bn were awarded V.C. Colonel
Currie of 28th was for & period second in command of 26the.

Queensland was represented in the 8th Brigade by
the 31lst Battalion. This brigade, which did not land at
Gallipoli, saw its first fighting in France at Fromelles, and
later was ergaged in the operations at Sunray Trench, -
Occupa tion of Bapasume - Besumetz - on the flank of the
Bullecourt attack - Polygon lWood - lMorlancourt - and the
advence from Amiens to the Hindenburg line, vhen for the first
time Queensland troops were fighting alongside our American
allies on 29th September, 1918. |

Commanding o fficers were Colonels Toll, Davies
Je. McArthur
(later Havre Base) and Freemen./ Col Toll was wounded when on
the parapet at Felurbaix in 1916 and went through the heavy
fighting with his battalion in Palygon Vood on 25th and 26th

Septamber, 1917, Private Bugden (deceased) was awarded the

V.Ce in this battalion.
(Gen Rankin?)

The 11lth Brigade, commended by General Cannan,
contained 4lst and 42nd Qld Battalions. Arriving with 3rd
Division rather later in the war, their first operations were
the very successful attack on Messines. 7The 41st and 42nd
later took part in the heavy fighting at Zomnebeke -lmrlancourt
Amiens - Bouschavesnes and Hindenburg lLine.

Commending officers were - 4lst - Colonels Board

and Heron, who was a Major in 42nd - and (42nd)Colonel Woolcock.

(Becen mmkes & special mote of Heron and Captain Butler (younger

brother of Col Butler Aﬂmc in 4lst.) - /'“V-Mﬁ)g lp 1A
L&nce—ﬁurpurﬁl Gordon of 4lst was awarded the V.C.

The 47th Queensland Ba talion belonged to 12th
Brigade, which for a period was commended by General Robertson,
before he took over the 6th Bde., This brigade wags formed on
our return to Egypt after the evaecuation, when we were able to
organize two complete divisions, the 4th and%gih;'T“Oﬁ | -

proceeding to France the 47th with other battalignﬁ uf the
»]2/
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