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12th, June, 1916,

My dear General,

Many thanks for your letter.

Directly I heard the sad news of this mational disaster,
my thoughts went to you. I share your grief and sorrow, and
can hardly realise that we shall never see Lord K. and Fitz
again in this world.

It was a great shock to the King, and I had to break it to
His Majesty while he was inspecting troops at Felixstowe, where
I reeceived the first intimation,

The King was always devoted to Lord K, and to Fitz., His
Majesty was so pleased when he could help Lord K., in a residenee
when they had to leave Lady Wantage's house 1in Carlton House
Terrace.

I represented the King at Fitz's funeral on Saturday, and
the mumber of people who went down in the train, and the
quantities of wreaths testified to his great popularity. The
whole of Eastbourne must heve ecome out as the funeral procession
went through the stre"etﬂ- -"a;i:ld ﬁms a most impressive ceremony.

T am more sorry than I can saj: about poor little George

Artur, and I really do not know what he will do. It is not

]

: ' :‘* e
likely that anyone else will take him on as Brivate Secretary
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I do not think there is any foundation for the suspieion
as regards foul play over the sinking of the "Hampshire". It
seems quite clear that sh__}a‘_.. left Scapa Flow with two destroyers, ami
it became so rough that these were sent back sbout 7 p.m, I
expect the Captain of the “Hampshire" would have liked to return
also, but probably Lord K, suggested that he should g0 on.

She struck a mine about 8 o'elock = probably a floating one
which had broken adrift from perhaps our own mine field.

The “"Hampshire", of course, was not a very new cruiser, and
all her arrangements as regards water-tight compartments cannot
compare with those of modern improvements. Probably if she had
been one of our new cruisers, she would not have sunk,

I fancy Lord K. and some of his Staff put off in boats, but
these must have been swamped at once.

Fitz was a very strong swimmer, and no doubt he struek out far
the shore, ¥hich may aecount for his body having been washed up.

It is all too sad, but of course K., was on the top of the
wave of his fame, and his deelining years would have been made
miserable by all these bitter controversies raging round him as
the central figure,

Yours sineerely,

Lt .,~Ceneral C(/Cu-l- L BW
Sir W,R, Birdwood,
K.G.S.I., D.S.O. __—/‘/
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28th.June 1916,

My dear General,

Very many thanks for your last letter, I thought
you might like to see the enclosed epitome of the will,which
will obtain probate tomorrow or next day; |

I believe that the Trustees are asking Lord
Derby and myself to collaborate in the collation of papers
for publication - at some future period — in the "Life" of
our beloved Chief. There are very many points as to which
I should 1like to speak to you before starting on the work,

I am wondering if you would be too busy to receive me if 4
came to you for a day either next week or the week after?

My own engagements would allow me to come next Wednesday
dth.July, or Monday the 1l0th., but I do not know if you
would be too husy to spare me.an interview for a few hours
talk, and of course I should like to take the opportunity

of seeing your trenches? Perhaps you would“send we~a~W1re
nxﬁh%gggﬁxﬁxtn that I may have time to. gq} the*formal consent

r‘h—m
from A. G., & make arrangements for a car tg G H4Q.

Although your close contact w1thﬂLord_K1tchenerfQates
from only 15 years ago, I am certain you will be able to
iffhréwﬂ_'
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throw much light on,previous vears, for which first-hand
information will be difficult. Of course I quite under-
stand that you may be unable to receive ne,

The feeling of national loss, and regret and dismay

does not diminish, and one'ﬁpersonal sense of emptiness

increases.

Yours ever,

Lt.General Sir W.R.Birdwood, K.C.S.I., K.C.M.G.,C.B.,C.I.E.,D.S.0.,
' Anzac Corps,

B.E.F., France,
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Probate of the Will of Field Marshal Earl Kitochener has
been granted to Mr. Arthur H. Renshaw of Watlington Park, Oxon,
and the Hon: A, H, Mills of Messrs Glyn Mills Currie & Co., the
Executors, the amount of the Estate (which includes the Settled
Funds) being provisionally sworn at £185,431.

The Will is dated the 2nd November 1914 and the Testator
entails his property at Broome Park, Kent, end the contents of
the House and the Funds subjeot to two Trust Deeds, being the
Gifts of £30,000 ard £50,000 made to him by the Nation at the
conclusion of the Soudan and South African Campaigns, and all
his residue upon his Nephew Commander Henry Franklin Chevallier
Kitchener, R.N. now Viscount Broome and his male issue with re-
mainder in tail to Henry Eamilton Kitchener, now Captain in the
Royal Flying Corps, the son of his Brother the late General S8Sir
Frederick Walter Kitchener.

The Teetator bequeathes a sum u; £1,000 to his Brother
Colonel Henry Ellictt Chevallier Kitchener with a statement that
he gives him only this legacy because of his being well off and
because of the large benefits conferred by the Will upon Colonel
Kitchener's iasue, He also leavee to Colonel Kitchemer for life
his Sworde of Honour, Presentation Plate and gifts from Public
Bodies, % | |
| He bequeathes £30,000 to his Nephew Henry Hamilton Kitchener
and a life intereet in a sum of £5,000 to his half sister
Mise Kitchener. |

He bequeathes a legaoy of £3,000 upon trust for his Codson
Horatioc. Herbert Renshaw and a legacy of £230C to his Godaon
Maurice Bovill.

There are aleo legacies of £300 to cach of the fﬁllnwing i

X THRE T
II"lrl.".'-.'_" T 5
L]

Major J. K. Watson

Colonel R. J. Marker

Colonel ¥, Maxwell

General W, R. Birdwood

Captain G, G. E, Wylly

Colonel Oswald A. G, FitzGerald.

and the last named ie also given Earl Kitchener's Estate in

East Africa.
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TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS, W

ST/MY, LONDON. y
TELEPHONES M
CITY 7663 (2 LINES) :
77 zc 29th June /%16.
General

Sir. We R Birdwood, K. Cs Be &é.,

Anzac Division,

B. E. F.

Dear Sir,

On behalf of the Executors of the Will of the late
Field Marshal Earl Kitchener we have to inflorm you that by the
Will, which is dated the 2nd November 1914. a legacy of £200
free of duty is bequeathed to you.

Yours truly,

oo Sor et

a—
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