o 0 g IAN _AND NEW ZEALAND

Army Corps Headquarters,
Anzac Cove, 17th May, 1915,

My dear Sir Ronald, |
I have just sent you a talagr;u telling you that I _har
there is littla; hope of Bridges pulling through, and asking you to
[ try to prepare his wife for the mews. I cammot tell you how
| greatly ;r:leved I am about this and how roallr deeply I feel on
the subject. m a previous letter I think I mantionad how fond I
- was of him md. Mwmd I liked working with him, Uy feelings in
this respect have glliagltltr increased with furﬁ:eﬂ Inowledge, a.nd.
I cammot help feeling that Australia in general, and the Expeditionary
- Porce in particular, owe him a very deep debt of gratitude for all
he has done rqg-‘.-thu.' He had I think no other thoughts beyond those
of making the Australian Force afﬂcim. ’111 day and I think all
B night too he was thinking out plans and Iﬁrking out the various

subjects to make sure that no detail was ﬂitt&d. He was suah an
| uncommonly able md fearless soldier as he so fully proved hinnlf
| to be during thil laet few wooks. He m. as you probably know,
read military history deeply, and was always able to apply his
Inowledge when faced by any practical pbﬂblm in the 01 alg._.
In administration he was always just, while his wonderful
* " Imowledge of 2ll aatai_lu conrnocted with the Australian Force was
_ probably uhique, and it has certainly beon of the most valuable
b assistence to me since I took sole command of this Army Corps. Ko
| Commander could have wished for a more loyal and whole-hearted
superior than I have had in Bridges, and I shall never be able to
express the gratitude I feel to him for the way in whioch he ha.a
commanded his division and gi@; me such willing help whenever
called on. Hls loss here maliﬁ isdrreparable, and I foel most sad
at the idea of having to carry on in future without him, I am only
thankful that I have in Colonel White, Senior Esnerﬂ Staff Officer

ef the Divialon, a man who 1s worth anything, a;ndx h"%’fgﬁfw&
and most capzble soldiers I have mot for a long t.:i.na. As long as (he
is .there I feel quite contont,as he is full of mmnﬂm and

zaitad e

has much detalled knowledge and sound judgement, =«... -

b ———
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. I have asked that Kirkpatrick may come out Lo take over
: - lmm of the Division, In doing this I mentioned to Sir Ion
" Hamilton that I thought White was quite fit to command a brigade,
and indeed oven to take over the Divisiom, Fer the former I cammot |
spare him from his presont poat, while for the latter I fear he is
too junier to be considered at all events for the prosent,

Bridm‘ wound was most unfortunate, 7The perimeter of my line
of trenches is diviasd into two sectioms, one under Bridges and the
other under Godley. Bridges was going across to see Godley's trenches
whereo they join up with hie, so as to be ready for co-oporation when

| we noxt make an advances On his m h was h:l.t either by a stray

;1;% bullet or by a wrotched sniper with a very e diatunce shrd Shrough
; | u.mmmm“mmmmm voin and artery.

é Fortunately, thore happened to be a dml' aad a dreacsing station

i - -+ absolutely on the spot or he would neve diod immediatelys The

bloeding however was stopped, and Wo M him cn beard the hospital
ship G&Bm,' where I have just seen him before she salle for
um:-u. The M‘tﬂﬂ. however, tell me that mrtlfiaat:lm has
5 get in 1n the limdb ‘tﬁ makes -amputation Eﬂﬂﬁlltiu-ip and they fear
- there 1s practically ne chance of hies being able te stend this, He
| was himself as cheery as could be expected, and sald he hnped I would{
only nt'm-atw command in his place uhgquiteinmt to
come back shortlys I told him I would rather have lost a whole
brigade then him, and we certainly wamted him back to take over the
Biﬂlim. I camnot express at all how m I feel m., though in
the circumstances in which we are ph_.md with fighting daily, one
cannot afford to ha:rp any such feelings, I have booen vory highly
tried also today by tho loss of ono of my best and most devoted
staff officers who has been with me for the last six years - Major
Villiers Stewart, who was hit through the heort this morming with a

piece of shrapnel, :
I was most unlucky enough to got a bullet along the top of
ol - my head when in one of my trenches three days ago. Portunately, it

Just escaped fracturing the skull so I am quite I
T2l 20R0O23R QaTasoq

In case you care o see it, I enclese a
I sent in to Sir Ien Hemiltom on our landing. I
" anything I cen write is incapable of doing full

-\'.
Ty - — S - =
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af this atmm country we are in, tho more da I admire t.hotr -'i

F g xnllmt.ry and dash in taking it. The Turke have been hard at

it ever since in trying to turn us cut, and at the present moment -

: there are some 20,000 of them around us (my fma conslnots at

present of about 10,000 riflea)s I do not think we havo had a

single half hour hring the last threo weeks without oither rifle ﬁg—

‘or shell ﬁ.ﬂ, and at times, eapeclally at night, the rifle fire ‘?ﬁ 1

| ~  becomes a continuous roar for a considerable time. We have, hmde,

I fancy inflicted very heavy losses on them, reports from

Constantineple admitting them as high as 60%, so I hepe they luu

more reospect for us. . |

| My report to Sir Ian 1s to be follovad by another one ‘i

| containing recommendations for awards for officers and mem for

| ga.limtt-;, aﬁe. The moot prominent among these I had intended te

- -put forward the name of Bridges, and I have just written to Blr :m
ma-t:lns that he should, as a special case, rocommend him for a

& A el

"KeCoMyGo" at once, to be given if nocessary as a poltm'ul hm _
if he does not survive the next day or so., In case of his death

at sea, I.hmumﬂ that the body shall be taken on and be
\ buried at Alexandria, which I think would probably be in accordance -
. - with hie wife's wishes, Mrs Bridges I do not know, but I will write
\ | to her as soon as I hear anything definite on arriﬂ.l of the 'ﬂmm“
11; Egypte I am sorry that this should be a J.un'brim lottor, hi
: m mist have such feelings here occasionally when one sees m o
friends going, but it would never do te show them, !
The men I am glad to say are all cheery and fit, and n{btﬂmi
the most excellent rations which always counts for much, |

| Yours sincerely,

| 2
y &
B = hl & W i 4 ' EFN ﬂ- - :
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PSTRALLAN AR

e

o - Ay Corps Heodquartors
SOTY, " "y | . Anzag Cove, 20th Kay, 1018,

' Eﬂt Loy Ma; IoBep DaBlelsy

mmmum Army Corps.

'.t:'a'-un the enapral

It is with the deopost regret I have to amounce the
doath on mmnmmmmmw

the most gallant of soldiers md best of commanders. Iu“
mumﬂmhumunumuum
Mummumummmm-ﬂu-ﬂ
unselfish labours which are responsible for the high state of
| 1Hunlmﬂﬁ-whwqwdlﬂnlwnuﬁhdhllunJuuuﬁlﬁn-mnr
| detall,
ﬂ ﬂudl‘rﬂhdhlllﬂdnlhuhM|ﬂuﬂnmlhnnudua
Duntroen and which he succoeded in attaining as far as my lmowleds
of thoso now sorving with the Mstralian forces in the field is
concerned, will I hope go down to the honor of his name as long
as the Military history of Awstralia lasts,

Forwarded to -

Mragtralian Divi
Bow Zoaland and an Divi slone

T2ld 2GAOD3R QaTAMOQG
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AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND ARMY CORPS.

Copy » Mediterranean Expeditionary Force.
21st June, 1915.

My dear Sir Ronald,

I was on the point of posting my letter to you, when yours
of the 12th of May has just come in, for which many thanks, and
one or two pointe of which I may as well reply toe.

I think I have already told you that the Infantry
Brigadiers (MeLaurin, McCay, MacLagan, and Monash) have fully
justified their selections. I also told you how extremely sorry
I was to have lost poor McLaurin. McCay was wocunded when his
Brigade was operating apart from my force, but I am glad to say
he is now back agaln though still going rather lame. He is one
of those who are so upset at Legge's appointment.

My mounted brigades(without their horses) have now all
joined me. I asked that they might be sent from Egypt either by
regiments or squadrons to be used as reinforcements to infantry
brigades. I had two reasons in doing this; one, that I had no
great confidence in the Brigadiers, and two, the fact that a
numbér of small organizations does not tend to efficiency. The
ordinary infantry brigade may roughly be taken to be 4,000 men,

while a dismounted light horse brigade is only 1,500 To have
four (including the one from New Zealand) such units to deal with

separately 1s, a&s you can imagine, a great drawback. However, it
was decided otherwise, and all brigades have joined me intact, so
I am naturally making the best of them that I can, and so far I
have had no trouble, for I must say ,all three Brigadiers have
played up and are working most willinglye. I have not so far
called upon them to exercise any initiative, as I have absorbed
their Brigades in sections of my line of trenches, which is the
state we have been in since they arrived.

In the trenches the brigades have done excellantly, and
I find all regi mental officers of the mounted brigades most keen
in undertaking hazardous adventures, and ahﬁwing igitiﬁtive

generally. The promotions made from the ranks here will I trust
be good ones, as Commanding Officers mist now be in the poaition

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGO0O00039



e

to judge a man's qualificatinna while actual fighting is going on.
If any of the senior or older officers have to go, I trust that

it may be possible to invalid them without any unnecessary
trouble.

You need of course have no anxiety about Australian
officers being overlooked as far as honors in the field go, for
in this they will be on precisely the same footing as all Imperiai
officers. Indeed, you will see that we have already been able to
give some half dozen D.S.0's, Military Crosses, and a larger
number of Distinguished Conduct Medals to our troops here, while
I trust you may shortly see Howse given a "C.B." Others, too,
will 6f course get that, and I hope higher decorations in due
course, but uvp to date only very few of the higher rewards are

being given. 'I think I told you I had asked that Bridges might be
given & posthumous "K.C.M.G." and I am only delighted that this
should have led to his receiving a "K.C.B" which is perhaps even
better.

I have heard no complaints whatever about kit or
clothing, and all articles worn out here are being replaced at
once; 1in fact, the clothing we are receiving - I understand that
it @, as a matter of fact, comes from England - is quite
excellent, The breeches, etcy, are all quite good enough for any
officer to wear, and the men assure me they have never been better
done in this respect, and perhaps especially in the boots. The
game applies to the feeding - in fact, 1f one can say anything about
it, it is that we get too much! Bacon, Ham, cheese, biscuits, beef,
and jam, while here lately we have been getting fresh beef two and
three times a week, and occasionally bread, the latter being biaked
on the Island of Imbros and sent across to us. I even hear on some
sides that we get too much in the way of rations, Howse was
telling me one day that he thought abdominal wounds did not do so
well here as in South Africa, and when I asked him the reason,
he said he thought it was possibly from the fact that the men's
stomachs were practically always fulll About rifles we have so

far had nn'anxiaty, though you will know as well as I do how

extraordinarily improvident these men are, I am always at them
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about 1t, for I find they are ready to throw away food, clothing,

equipment, ammunition, and even rifles, which they may not want
at the time, and leave lying about anywhere. By constant

worrying they have improved a good deal in this respect, though

it sometimes goes to my heart to see unnecessary waste. Having
lost s0 heavily as we did at first start, it was necessary to

'gat reinforcements over from Egypt earlier than we intended, and

I am sorry to say I have heard many complaints about the great ;ﬁck

of training among the men of the 4th and 5th reinforcements.

I have been told that more stress was laid upon the training of
the 5th and 6th Brigades as units than on that of the reinforce-
ments., Whether this is the case or not I do not know, but so

many of the Brigadiers and Commanding Officers have told me that
they are in despair about the men they have received, that I feel I
may as well mention it to you. They tell me they know nothing °f""i?,
almﬁanta of makéfry or of arildles 1 .tﬁl-lﬂt- aﬁy t.ha.'t thia does not
seem to be entirely carried out by my own oxporiences when

talking to latoly arrived mon, as I have seldom come across one,
who has not said he has not been through his full musketry course
with the exception of the field practicos, When I quote this to
Brigadiers, I am told that they must have been put through thelr
course very badly! Howevor,it only remains for us to do our best
to give them such training as we can while in a place like this,
though 1t is very difficult, as you can hardly form up men

anywhere without shrapnel firing being started on them. I have

told them to train them in actual musketry by firing from our owm
trenchos at the enemy's loopholes and sandbags, than which you

. can want nothing more practicale

I am glad to say that I hope I have made our whole
‘surroundings here much safer by the orection of really big
traversoes across every path, and the cutting of deep covered |
ways through all spurs of the hilles Lven then it is 1imposslble
to provont camualties, though these have now been reduced from
about :,Lso or 70 per day to a 1little over half a dozens The men
say they all fool far safer in the fire trenches than olsewhere,
and thils is quite the case, for during my dally visits to the
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tronches, I find I am undor shrapnel and bullet fire concstantly,
while once in the trench you only hear the bullets striking

the parapot outaiﬂ.o@:ita harmlessly, It was while moving in
rear of our line of tronches like this that poor Bridges was
killed,

I find Sir Ian Hamilton a moot charming Chief, though
so far I have seon little or nothing of him, for I am here alone
with this Army Corps, and he has only had time to come and see
ue once or twice for a fow mimtaﬂaauh time« I hopo, howevor,
that he will come over for a day shortly, as I am most anxious
to take him round a section of the tronches and shew him the
really wonderful work our men have done in this ways I will
naturally mt. take him to bite which I concider dangerous, as I
do not think tha:t, would be fair to him, though he would be the
first person to want to go there if I would lot him{ We are maé

fortunate in having so many excellent miners, who have been

o working 1ike tigors both at tumnelling and tronching, In one
| | soction wo comploted a whole longth of tronches, complete with
| traversés, fire platforms, etcs, all unground. You wore able to
: walk along six feet high passages with about a foot of carth loft
i | on "bop. At the last momont, and during the night, tha'lid'm.
taken off this, and the enemy wore faced with a socond row of
entronchments complote in overy respoct, and a good deal noaror
to them than they had ever anticipatod,

I underatand that the main foree operating down noar

Cape Helles havérmothing like this, and that tholr trenches camnot

in any way compare with ours. This possibly accounts for the
fact that the Turke have now entirely given up attacking my two
Divisions, and prefer instoad to attack the othor six at Oape
Hellos, Also, though, I think wo really have established a
complote moral superiority over them, which is partly due to a
vory cleéver invention of a man called Boach, who produced a
periscopic rifle.
_When wo got here, wo denuded the whole of our transports
of thoir: looking=-glassos, and made up somoe 2,000 periscopes on our
d?:;;littlﬂ beachs This man then made a very csimple dovice of
faaten;ng one of these periscopes on to the butt of a rifle by

—
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which the sltos of the rifle aro kopt on the level of the upper
mirror, while the firer sits comfortably down below the parapet
looking through the lower mirror, and pulling the trigger by a wireo.
The result 18 the ‘urk only sees the mzzlc of the rifle coming
over the parapet without anything behind it to shoot at, and we
understand from prisoners that he dislikes this intensely. The
rifle is perfoctly acourate, and as a rosult, the cnemy's snipers
have been completely dominated, and dare not shew up anywhore, I
was roally very amused tho othor day whon going round the tranoheéj
to see a man have three or four shots at a Turk who was diggingi
Bach time ho missed, the Turk doliberatoly signalled a "wash-out®
over his i:arnpet, but unfortunately for himself he shewed his head

- shortly aftorwards, and got a bullet through ites Almost in the
same place, another Turk proceoded to signal & 'ﬂﬂlmmti wit.h a
smell flag, but putting his hand above the parapot to wave it, he
got a bullet through it, and dropped his flag like a hot potato.
I may oxplain that our trenches are as close in places as fiftoen
yords from the Turks' (it was in this near spot whero I got a
bullet through my head some time age) but the place where these

| two shots wore made on the trem mentioned, the two tronches are

about 200 yards apart.
I am afrald I cammot soe any noar end to our undortakings

hero at preaant,' for wo are really only at the beginning of thincs,
and 1f the political situation in the Balkan States romains

unchanged, I think so shall have to get still further heavy

reinforcoments before we can hopo to win throughe
I cannot help holding Winston Churchill personally
rosponsible (though I may be absolutoly wromg in doing so) for
what has happened, for I feel that he tried to rush the Navy
through ontirely off his own bat, and againet all professional
advices Of course it does not do to say this here, but vhen I was
first sent up here to recommoitre in February, I at once wired
Home most definitely, saying I felt cure the Navy could not do
what had boen askod of thom, and the military oporations to be
' undartai:m would end must be of a serious nature, To Justifly what
w4+ 4 Say about tho disastrous offects of the premature Naval action,

SRV
til'-}'f*, “-
I nood only mention that at tho ond of February we wero ablo to

e ] e
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land 200 Marines at Cape Helles, and blow up 59 Turkish guns,
It has now taken a whole Army Corps to effect a landing there
with enormous losses, while a very large force is finding it
extraordinarily difficult toc make any haa&ttny-

Such points, however, are not for discussion heore, whore
we all, as you =0 rightly say, work on the idea that it is all
part of our schome for defeating the Germens, and, as I have told
my mon, we are here meking a big move to turn Germany's flank,
while she 15 held in front by the British and French Armiess I
bolieve there are some poople who advocate the withdrawal of this
whole force, s0 as to increase our strength in Frances To my
mind this would be absolutely disastrous, as it would completoly
discredit us throughout the whole lMohammedan worldes It would
probably bring Afghanistan and Porsia into the field against use
The troops on the Indian Frontier would at once be up, while
disaffoctions and risings would probably occur in Indiec and
Egypte Vhon saying goodbye to the Sultam boforo I left Caire, I
| remombor he was most effusive and almost affectionate in his
. farowell, and among other things sald-"Though wo could probably
| afford to lose anywvhere else, yot beef'ar;e Constantinople it was an
| imposeibility,® and thic 1s doubtless the cases Wo must therofore
goe this through absolutely tc a finish until the Turks are
| boaton, and thon I hopo wo shall be able to transfer our
activitios directly against the Gormans, though oxactly whero

| that will even be it is hard to say at prosents

| Should Bulgaria or Roumenia now join the Allicsy things
' would at once be altereds An army of 50,000 Bulgars on the

| Bulair Lines would probably mean our completing opeorations in
this poninsula in ten days time, as now that we have submarines
operating in the Sea of Marmora (which ontirely alters the whole

situation) all Turkish supplies would be cut off, and thoy would
have to fight to a finish or capitulates I am urging Sir Ian to
gsend strong roinforcements to where I am, rather than to the
Sﬁuth. as from hore with stronger forces I can hope to stretch

. . aoross the peminsula, and got astride of Liman von Sanders'

1lines of commmications I foar this is a torribly long yarn 1
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Cablegram.,

Governor=General,
MELBOURNE,

16th (mfpol

Australlan troops have again done splendidly in
recent prolonged very heavy fighting., Charge of 1lst
Infantry Brigade and capture by them of enemy's

atrongly protected labyrinth of trenches was
magnlficents The other infantry and Light Horse

Brigades shewed most conspicuous bravery while work
~of Artillery throughout has been beyond praise AAA

Among our fallen comrades all here deeply regret loss
of Colonels Scobie 1lst Battalion, E.S. Brown, 3rd

Battalion, Miell, 9th Regimwamk and White 8th Light
Horse, all of whom had proved themselves excsllent

commanding officers and can so ill be spared.,

General Birdwood,

—ee e
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AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND ARMY CORPS

Mediterranean Expeditionary Force,

16th September, 1915,

My dear Sir Ronald,
Many thanks for your long and interesting
lotter of the 4th Aupgust which I have juat roceived,
We have had nothing beyond the ordinnry daily
serapping, which takes place between our own and the
enemy's positions, since I last wrote, and my onergies
| have been rather concentrated on getting away the old
| hands, who so thoroughly deserve a rest, and replacing
them by Legge's new Division which has just arrived.
Vhon I last wrote, the 65th Brigade had
arrived, and now the remainder of the Division has done 50.
You will probably have heard of the very uncomfortable
experience which part of this force had when the "Southlang”
was torpedodd not very far from Lemnos, It is most fortunate
that tho casualties were as small as they were, though the
| death of Colonel Linton is much to be regretted., The troops
| on board all bohaved in a most excellent and exemplary

X
fashion, and I enclose a copy of the special Army Corps

Order which I published welcoming them to their old comrades
here. I am indoed tremendously struck by them, and think

it would be imposdible to come across a more magnificent
body of men throughout the world, and I feel sure that they
will insist on living up to the high traditions, which have .
already been formed by the f'ret Division.

AASE Colonel Spencer Brown as you know lost his

Brigade Command on the breaking up of the 4th Light Horse
Brigade, and as Legge told me he thought very well of him,

F¥

q—ﬂ;‘
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even though he is an oldish man, I have sent for him from
Egypt to take Linton's place in the 6th Infantry Brigade,
and expect him shortly.

I forgot 1f I told you how I dealt with the 1lth
and 12th Light Horse reogiments, These consisted of three
New South Wales and three Quoensland squadrons, It so
happens that we have here three New South Wales and three
Queensland regiments, so I have attached one squadron to
oach, (1404 making a four squadron 6f each)of these six
regiments, viz- lst, 2nd, 5th, 6th, 7th, and 9th regiments,
while the 13th regiment has remained intact as a Divisional
regimont to the 2nd Divisions Colonels Grant and Abbott
have been utilised to roplace Colonels White and Miell in
the 8th and 9th rogiments, p

I understand that this has glvon as much
satisfaction as wae possible, but of course noone likes to
have his regiment broken up, amd On going round all the
trenches manmed by these new squadrone two days ago, bnﬁh_'
officers and men assured me that they had scttled dowvm quite
comf'ortably with their new corps, and were perfectly happy;
as I felt sure would be the casos

The 5th Erigada having been here some little time
under Holmes have I think now settled down comfortably, but
I am sorry to say that the 18th battalion is already weak
in numbers owing to the casualties they suffered soon after
arrival - a matter which I mentioned to you in my last
lettor in commection with Colonel Chapman, whose resipgnation
of the command has been accepted, and he will now proceed to

- Egypt en route to return to Australia , -.

I have not seen enough of the other Commanding
'foioera to form mugh of an opinion regarding thems On
going through the trandhah, however, the other day of the

L g
3 #
o A

6th Brigade I thought that Knox struck me favourably. His
battalion is now holding the position known as “"Lone Pine,"

Pn.\_ L
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which we captured from the enemy, and which they still regard
with joalous eyes and constantly attacks On going through
the trenches soon af'ter the new t,z"mw had taken them over,
I was. very pleased with the whole attitude of the men, who
were desperately keen to shew their worth, and ready to take
on any mumber of Turks « also gquite agreeing that the
original lot had thoroughly deserved the rest, and saying
how mlad they wore o come along to onsure them gotting this.
I found that Legge took exception to one of the
Commanding Officers of this Brigade, and was anxious to get
rid of him and send him to Egypte After seeing him, howevor,
I told him I could not feel that from what I saw of the
officer concerned he would be justified in doing this, as,
ag far as I could see at pﬁmt., he d4id not appear to be
inforior to other Commanding Officers wo have had. and was
deing his work keenly and I thought well, considering how
new he was to ite Legge agroeed t-haf. this was the case, but
told mo that owing to rather a curious 'kink in characteor and
lawyor-like disposition, he was not likely to make a good
Commanding Officers I sald that this perhaps might prove to
be the case, but as long as the man was working energetically
and doing his best, it was only right he should be given a
full chance, as long as he dld not seem to ondanger the
safety of his men or regiment, and on this Legge at once
decided to drop his proposal,

If I may say 80, I think he is glad to have me
to lean on in such mttoﬁ. and if for this reason only
welcomes nmy 'beingt?'.u central authority of the different
Mustralian units regarding such matters of promotions,
supersession, otcs

| Yesterday I went round the new 7th Briéada undor
Colonel Burstones This quite temporarily I have had 1':n attach
Jyet to the New Zealand Divisiom in place of Momégmth gadey

which/

i et e i s = = e

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGO000039



which has been sent off to rest - a rest which 1s most
thoroughly deserveds I found Colonel Bgraton._évidently _
most anxious to do his best, but I am afraid that I rather
came to the conclusion that he was on the old side to be of
full use as a Brigadier, and it scems hardly possible that
he can possess the receptive qualities aoc necessary in the,
what must be to him, new class of fighting with which he is
now facode I have nothing to say against his activity, and
he came along climbing the uf.eep hill like a young man,
We went round Collett's 28th battallion of West
Australians, who are holding a very difficult and most
important position high up on the spurs undor Chunuk Baire
I am afreid I was & little disheartened at what I eaw there -
but I should not have boem, as I know how extraordinarlly
aifficult it is for new troops to get into the swing at all
of this work, 7he lﬁ;ok however of experionced officers and
NeCsO's was very visible, and I realised how necessary it was
to begin again almost at the beginning to try and do what
we could to teach and bring the new lot up to the standard
of the olds I of course have not put the new soldiors in
antiril;gm lay ti;aﬂfjvaa, for some three hundred of the old
Brig:;}.degq-'m' been left to look aftor them and shew them the
way round,end these will got their rost later one
However, oven then I had to spend some s8ix hours
in the trenches myself trying to explain to the Brigadier,
Commanding Officers and others, of the hundred and one
important things that have to be looked for at every corner,
osZe the nocessity of officers constantly being in the
Jr‘l Jﬂ [Q_f,,,;_i,.w trenches = men having their bayonets fixed ready for any
e SRR S sudden attack - methods of getting supports up quickly in
A ’E--u 5o pto o@SO oOf such an attack - the way to deal with onemy's
| % — sharpshooters = the necessity of keeping trenches clear so
\1 Chit that men can pass through them quickly = the wery essential
nocossity of looking after all sanitary arrangoments very
| ‘horoughly/
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thoroughly, etc., otcs -I ?nund that none of them knew about
such things, though they had been shewn them by the out-
~oing troops, With, however, so many detalils to be mastered,
it is quite rnatural that the fact of being told about
details does not mean that they are taken in and acted on,
and experience alone will get them right, I am thankful,
however, that for their first few days and nirhts here the
Turks left them alone, as I should have been very
apprehonsive had they been attacked suddenly in anything
like -large numbers, for they were obviously unprepared

even to reinforce their fighting line with anything like
rapidity. However, this will all shake down, and as I aaf

I am full of admiration for the wonderfully fine men you
have sent, and almost every man I have met and stopped to
speak to is full of good cheer and confidence and happy to
be here, which is as it should be.

Legge is doing all right, and I have hopos that
he will contimue to do so, especially as he 1s kind enough
to come down and consult me before he takes action 'in
matters which require consideration,

It 1s a great pity he does not attempt to
make himself more acceptable to all with whom he comes in
touch, for though, as I told you, Sir John Maxwell had
written from Egypt saying he had found him ;ramanﬂaualy
improved for his first stay here, yet later on he told me
he found him rather difficult, which I think was partly due
to his "cocksure" manner, which rather gives the idea that
he i1s come to put everything right,

You may be sure I will do my best to see him
through if difficulties arise, but I have every hope that
he will not want any"seeing through," dbut will prove himself
"the right man in the right place,"

AT As regards the possibility of Chauvel's
appointment to the 1lst Division, I enclose for your
informatiom/

e ——
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e ki d 14 information a copy of the telegram I sent on the sub ject

when asked for my opinion, and I hope that you may perhaps
agree with this. I may say th&t I 1like Chauvel vory much
indeed, for he is a most charming and courteous gentleman,
who 18 always anxious to do his best. I am sorry to say,
however, that he often seems to take an unnecessary
pessimistic view of things, and more than once has rather
annoyod me at telling me that all was not right in his
particular section of the defences, when I naturally told
him that if it was not so, it was up tc him to irmmediately
take steps to see that things were right instead of sitting
still and doing nothings Also, he has not really sufficient
decision of dharaotér to carry confidence, though it is
possible he might rise to the occasion 1f holding an
independent command like a Division. General Walker, who
is now commanding the lst Division, is I think generally
rogarded with ﬁﬁﬁh.nnnfidanca by the officers here, and 1
certainly feel far happier knowing that he commands that
Division, than I should be if Chauvel were doing =0,

From a letter I have. just received from Sir
Ian Hamilton, I gather that a precis of my telegram as well
as one of his on the same subject was sent to the Colcnial
| Office for transmission to you, and your reply has been
forwarded on to us heres This begins with the words
"Hamilton's dispatch re Australian Divisional appointments®,

and ends with the sentence "If the General O0fficer Commanding

were to cable here promptly aalqutiﬂna for superior commands

including colonelcies, it would tend to smooth relations,"
The War Office has taken 1t that you mean that

Hamilton should act as suggested in your ropl’y, and he hes

consequently asked me to give him the information so that he

might”

ﬂzg do s0oe Now I rather gather that by "General Officer
Bt %
ikﬁfﬁh Commanding® you mean me, and that what you would like me to

do/
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do is to telegraph teo you the names of of'ficers, who
may be selected by Divisional Generals, and approved
of by me, for the commands of regiments and brigades,
for confirmation in the ordinary course as laid down
in Order in Council, Any appointment to a Divisional
Command would of course naturally be submitted to
you for approval,

Sir Ian agrees with me that this 1is
roally what you wish, and I will therefore of course
see that this information is given to you from time
to time, Your Defence Minister sent me a telegranm
some time ago asking for this information, and I am
sorry to say it has taken a terribly long time to send
him a reply (indeed, this has not yet been done)
owing to the fact of my having had to send to Egypt
for particulars, and though you will hardlﬁ belleve
it, it has scmetimes recently actually taken two
months for letters to pass between here end thore.,

While talking on the subject of promotions
in the Australian Imperial Forece, I think your Defence
Miniater wlll certalnly like to see & copy of the
correspondence (marked "C") which I enclose, giving
Legge's proposals for publishing Ordors shewing all
concoerned how the cuestion of promotions in the
Australian Imperisl Force ia dealt with, This will
I thinlk shew ycu what stress he lays on my looking
aftor such mattors,

I am so glad to hear your view about
reinforcements, with which as you know I so thoroughly
agrea, The proposal that fresh units should come
out with temporary officers and non-commissioned

officers is very attractive in ways, and might

1/
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I think well be dealt with to some extent, as undoubtedly
many can well be selected
among the men we have had out here all these monthsjas
compeny leaders, ser jeants, etcs, and I am always 80 glad
when those who have done well are given such opportunities
not only of being rewarded but of shewing what they can
make of higher positions, knowing as I do that a good
deal of grumbling has often b2eon caused by the old hands
finding that among the new-comers are some,who were
re jected whon the former were originally taken, and who
have now come out in superior positiona. - but as you say
I would give much to be able to talk to you about all
these matters instead of having to write, |
I really do think our boys are getting loss
sareless now in the care of things, and I find that
fagular sweeps up are made of all discarded ammunition,
aquipment, ©tcs, and everything is brought in religiously
to the various stores for redistribution, while the
cloanliness of our trenches is remarked on by everyone,
The following is an extract from a letter I
have just received from an officer in a very responsible
position, who was recently sent out here by the War Office.
He says - "I have seen English, French, Belgian and German
"¢prenches in France, as well as those at Helles, but I
"have never seen anything to approach those at 'Anzac.'"
A high compliment to the Australians that, and entirely
due to themselves, and the magsnificent lot of men, who
have so determinedly worked with head and hands to make
their trenches as perfect as possible,
We are evidently destined to go down to
' posterity both gecrraphically as well as in history, for I
am sure that "Anzac" will have to appear on future mapsg

The origin of the word is that, when I was asked to select

Al & code word as our telegraphic address in Egypt, I hit

upon/
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upon"Anzac", and when we landed here, and I was asked to
give a name to the little bay in which we first set foot,
I called it "Anzac Cove," and as such I hope it may romain,
-I quite agree that something substantial shoulad
beo done for Beach as the inventor of our periscopic rifle,
for wo still do much good work with it,
Without the periscope though, it is wonderful
the good work some of the boys have done, and I have one
~ man in the 2nd Light Horse Briéada whose performance I am
always rather ashamed to quote, as I fecl noone will baliavnf
ite He is I understand a half-breed (Chinese) called Sing,
who has talen up a sniper's post for himeself which he
absolutely refuses to leave, len sit beside him with a
‘teloscope taking it in turnms, and with this they keep
| watching the enemy's loopholes (whish are about 150 yards
off) and all possible corners., As soon as a Turk is
sighted anywhere, Sing is warned and gets his rifle ready
and apparently never miﬁaaa, for I am assured he has now
got a total of 121, and that he is now beginning to claim
that the Turks are a bit fighting shy of that corner} As I
g0 round the trenches I tell all the other boys about this,
and say if only they will each of them account for one half
of Sing's score, we shall be in Constantinople in another
week}

We are all here looking forward most anxiously
to news from the West, where we understand a big movement
is likely to be made almost immediately by ourselves and
the Frenches S0 far we have only heard of an intense
bombardment extending over many days, and we are hoping for
good news ere longe

I hear that Winston Churchill told a friend of

._ his that Lord K. had been one of the few people who had been
ZE;%QZ{ kind tco him after his fall. He is one of those men, who

comes /
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comes bobbing up however far he may have fallen, but it
must tek- a man a long time to live down hic premature
attack on the Dardanelles = Antwerp - UlsSter, and I might

add the raising of the Naval Division, which I cannot

help regarding as a most scandalous waste of 1life and
money. The officers and men composing it should have
gone to the Navy as sailors, u;E the Army &8 soldiers,
instead of being mixed up in a hybrid force as they are,

T forget 1f I told you that I had lost my
A.DeCe, such a nice young boy called Onslow, who was killed
by a shell here one night when sleeping within a yard or
two of me. Singce thenm I have had my table broken by
another shell, but I am glad to say a minute or two after
I had left it, so you see wo still have lots of excitement,
though now that we have spread out over a very much bigger
area than bofore, life is more bearable, as bullets and
sholls do not concentrate into such a small plece, aa?%mdh&7

the
whﬂn_hﬂh&ndftraaﬂhaa. which one had to traverse daily to
get into them, W \

I am at present working hard to see what best
rarrangements we can make for the comfort of the trﬁopa,
hospitals, etc.; in th“EEﬁifEr our having to spend a
winter here. This 1is a’ratharfhorribla thing to have to
contemplate, but still we may have to do it, and with very
fow loecal resources, I am afraid one camnot hope to be too
comfortable, especially as we must of negessity be cut off
for many days at a time from the outside world owing to
the severe weather we are sure to have, and the want of
of anything like a harbour,

I am getting in as much corrugated iron, wood.
etcs, a8 can be sent us, and will try to fix up glorified

dugouts as huts for the men up every ravine, where they

'?;m.f-; will be as safe as possible from shell fire, I am trying
to/
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to get brasiers andlétﬂvaa out also, as I am rather afraid

of what effoct all the combined damp and cold will have

on the men, who come from the drier parts of Australia,
water too will be & difficultye I am goetting

every tank I oan lay hands on ashore so as to build up a

reserve, but I can hardly hope to get any more than say

s week's supply for the whole force, though I am redueing

animals to an absolute minimum, and will practically only

have such mules as are nocessary for transport purposes
16fts There will of course be lots of rain which will

£111 up our wells, but as practically every valley in the

place has had so many dead burled in 1t, the doctors tell
us we shall be unable to use any local water - I have,
however, 80 of'ten in India had to get on on vater that

i1s said to be hopeless and have survived, that T have no
doubt we shall be able to do the same thing here 1if
necessity drives,

with my kindest regards,

Yours very sincerely,
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- " = —E o T
4 R R . " o I s et Bk vl 7 b LAl W = f Ll s P B
e T T AT A T gl W LR R A e £ :

AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALARD ARMY CORPS,

Mediterransan Expeditionary Force,

2rd October, 1915,

My dear Sir Ronald,

llany thanks for yours of the 23rd ﬁﬁgunt - received
yosterdays |

Things here are very quiet at present, and we are
rather primarily engaged in watching the Balkan situatlion.
I much fear that German blandlishments have succeeded in
capturing Bulgaria, and it looks as if it might only be a
matter of days for the Bulgarian Army to take Servia in rear,
When ordering mobilisation Bulgaria curiously enough seoemed
to think that neither Greece nor Roumania would follow suit,
Greece, however, I imagine 1is bound by all sacred tles to

support servia if attacked by Bulgaria, but oven though

Greece has responded by mobilising, I am afraid that Bulgaria
will still decide to come in on what weo consider to be the

wrong side, What Roumanla will do atill remalns to be seen,

but I imagine she will contimie to sit successfully upunﬁhar
fence for some little time yet,

with this prospect of finding Bulgaria against
us in the near future, it behoves us to be rather ﬁautiﬁua
i | in our movements, as it is always possible we may have to send
men from here, while at the same time we may expect to be
heavily attacked Guraalvqs if Turkey has any alliance with
Bulgariae :

From such papers as I have seen, it certainly -
strikes one as if things had been bungled ﬁﬂat ferriblyfi; the
Balkan States, More than once we seemed ﬁlmqgt_Fn have had

the bell at our feet, which only wanted a Hﬁﬁli'kiok to bfing

Roumania/
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Roumania, Bulgaria and Greece all rolling along cn tc our
side. The opportunity however seems to have been lost
more ‘than once, and I fear it may not come again « however,
I am drifting into politics which 1s a terribly dangerous
maelstrom,

Legge has now settled dovm here with his 2nd
Division, and sco far 1s doing quite all right, and I trust
will ﬂﬂﬁtiﬁua t0o do so, He is full of energy and ideas,
which I am always so glad to see, as I find ae'many mon
are content to sit down and be quite happy doing nothing,

Major Griffiths has taken over as Military
Seoreotary to me, and will I trust be helpful in all
correspondence commected with Australian appointments and
promotionse Chauvel I am glad to say is keeping very fit
and doing well in command of his Light Horse Brigade,
Ryrie of the 2nd Light Horse Brigade I am sorry to say

| got a shrapnel bullet in tho neck a few days ago, but
fortunately it missed doing much harm,though I understand
it went very near the main veines I saw him bhoard the
hospital shlp quite cheery and hoping to be hack very

soon when the bullet has been extracteds

Hughes of the 3rd Light Horse Brigade has
been invalided, and I very much doubt if he will be able
g to returne I did not see him before he left; as he was
evacuated before I had heard of his illness, bﬁt I am
told he looked very run down and weak, =0 I doubt if at
| his age he will be able to returme Antill is officiating
| in command of that Brigade, while Cox, of the 6th Light
Hnrse, is officiating for Ryries
. I am sorry to say I am much doubting if aitheﬁ

| | Colonels Burston or Spencer Brown will be up to carrying'
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on Brigade commands long, as the 1life is almost too strenmuous
for men at tholir age. |

With the arrival of Legge's Division I am glad to
say I found it possible to give a really good and so
thoroughly well deserved rest to the troops who originally
landed with us, and st present I have the lst amd 2nd 0277
Infantry Brigades resting at Mudros, I hope 1t will be
pogsible to givé them each about six weeks' complete rest,
and with I sincerely trust nccess to canteen stores and
malt liquors = the latter under strict regimental Huperﬁiaiﬂnf
When those return, the 3rd Brigade will take thelr place,
and T am hoping that we are going to be given permanent
accommodation for about 3,000 men at Mudros, so that all
troops in turn will be able to get their rest, A largse
camp nf this sort want® a permanent Brigadior to look after
1t, and I am rather coming to the conclusion that Burston
would be employed tb the greatest advantage'in charge there
and his place taken in command of the Brigade bjla younger
menes I have not spoken to him ahﬂﬁt this myself yet, but
I much hope he may see it in the same light,

Unfortunately, we have had such extraordinarily
bad luck with our senior officers that the difficulty of
fixing up these highsr commands 1s great.. Those who arrived
with the 2nd Division have not been long enough in the flelad
to be tested in any way, but T had much hoped we should have
baen able to find Brigadiers from among the commanding
officora of the first four Brigades = aﬁd 80 we Shnulq have

e
been able to do but for the heavy casualties, Braund, Scobie,

and |
Browny Onslow Thompson would all have done but have been
- killed, while Owen, McNaughton, Wanllss, McNicoll, Bolton
and Smith have been invalided. This still left Bormett,

E}Tfﬂ% late 3rd and now commanding lst Battalion, and Elliott, of
, the /
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the 7th Battalion, available, and I had hoped that they
would have come forward for the first two vacant Brigades,
Now, howevery, they im turn have been invalided, and T am
loft with practically noone for the time being, though I
am rather hoping that possible Colonel Brand, who now
commands the 8th vice Bolton, may do,

Among artillory officers Colonels G, Je
} | Johmston and Rosenthal have done very well, as indeed has
Hobbs, who is always most painstaking and full of work.
Johnston I think is a man who might well be aﬁnaidarad.to
command an Infantry Brigade, which would give him far
more scope than he has in command of his three batterios,
A fow years ago such a thing might have boen looked upon
askance, but now-a-days cavalry and artillery Offinera.
are bsing given infantry o&ﬁmanda freely, for more
especially once we‘gat down to this trench warfare a real
live man full'of commonsense and go is what is wanted,
and Johnston I think has these attributes,

As I think I told you before I would far rather

geo an Australian officer put in to command a Brigade if
one is available and really suitable, but when this is
not the case we must go outsides

I have just had a letter from Hamilton askirg
me to let him know about Legge and about senior officers
generally, and I presume he will pass this on to you, as
he 1s probably replying to the letter which yow told me
you wrote him about our keeping you informed promptly as
to selections for superior commands etce, and about the
command of the ﬁuatrﬁlian Divisionse

You are indeed doing wonders in the way of

| réaruiting, which reflocts not only so extraordinarily
dl bt woll on the koenness of the men to serve, but on the
_ o#ganizatian requirad for training and despatching them hero.

- % v
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New Zealand I fear is in the same difficulty as
you are regarding rifles, but I rmich hope that the War
Office may be able to help in the course of the next month
or 80, as I imagine the rmnitions and arms factories ;111
soon be working to their full extant;

I am afraid you are right in mentioning the
difficulties in transport service for wounded men to
Egypte The rush at first was of course perfectly appalling,
and 80 fap exceeded anything anticipated that I fear
complete ﬁrrangemanta had not been made, though personally
I know little about thie, as once I evacuate a man from the
shore here to the hospital ship I lose I am sorry to say all
sight of him, and have the greatest difficulty in ascertaine-
ing whether he has gone to Egyﬁt, Malta, England, or
Australia, o |
@ I am afraid T am not altogzether peraon#ily
| satisfled with our medical arrangements, and I have just
sent Howse to see Surgeon=General Babtie to discuss the
matter, I gather that some of our young Australian medical
officers are very inexperienced and hardly know how to deal
| with men as they shoulds I wanted to send Howse down to
i Egypt to look into this, but you will know a5 well as I do
what extraordinarily sensitive people doctors always are,

and I am afraid thoy may have thought I wanted to interfere
with their doings there, so my proposal has nmt-béan.waloomﬂ&;
but this is quite between ourselves, and I heope that things
arc now right, ‘

Cyprus was I believe at one time thought of as a
possible place for the wounded, but I understand that the
#whﬂla of the belt close to the shore is terribly mosquito
infected, while there wore little or no facilities for the

BEL:

(B8 T okt _— __nocessary/

very difficult hill transportation, which would have been

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGO0O00039



necessary to get tho men up to a decoent climate and free
of the mnaquito zone -~ however, with you I have 0ftah
thought it would have been a good place for base hﬂépitaln.
I s0 mach wish those 500 regular artillery men
had been able to come here, as they would have been most
welcome, without them the Australien artillery have done
magnificently, but what with sickness and casualties we
have often been very hard put for men, while we have had
| from time to time to man additional guns such as two 6"
i 1 howitzers and a 447" naval gun oto. which I still have here
| manned by Auatraiiana.
I am afraid this is a stupid letter, but I have
no news, | J
With kind regards,

Yours very sincerely,

(s'gd) W. R. Birdwood,

I have been seeing a bit more of the new 2nd
Division the last few days. Hulmaa; Paton of 265th Battaliﬂn'
and Watson of 24th Battalion, all impress me favourablye
The former should I hope prove himself sultable for a
Divisional Command should another vacancy occur, while if
Burston should not be able to remaln on in command of his
Brigade, I hope that Paton may perhaps prove a suitable
successor to him, while if Watson comes on well, he aleo

might I hope develop into a Brigade Commander in due course,

AR
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AUSTRALIAN AND NEYW ZBALAND ARMY CORPS,

Mediterranean Expeditionary Force,

12th October - 19156 »

My dear Sir Ronald,
| Many thanks for yours of the 3lst August = juat-'
received in what I am glad to say was a very large
Australian mail for the men, el
The malls here are certainly most enormously
appreciated, and I always see the cheeriest of faces when
I am roing round the trenches on a mall day. I always
chaff the boys about their own letter writing, telling
them if they do not write their mothers and best girls
| - write to me for information about them, and as I have no
wish to B overwhelmed with complete mail bags from
Australia, I always insist it i= one of +heir duties to

write weekly, while at the same time I point out that they

are very moch luckier in this respect than dur troops in
| France, where I understand soldiers are restricted to the
sending of about one postcard only aitﬁer every week or
every fortnisht, It often happens, as a matter of fact,
that want of paper and envelopes makes writing difficult,
| | but this generally rights itself rapidly by supplies sent

from Erypt, either by the Y.N.CesA, Or perhaps some of our

chaplains who are there,

The men occasionally cnmplﬁin to me they have
not had letters for a long time, but I really feel one
can never blams the Pﬁatal Department vE#y much, wh¢ must

be tromendcusly hard-=worked, and who dﬂ_thaif ﬁaét. In

apite of this I must say the mails to aﬁyiiﬁglﬁaﬂat'uf it

are/

W Adalara 1.
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are erratic, for I think, I told you before, it has
wmoro than once taken me two months to get lotters from
Egypt, while I frequently roceive latters from Home which
have taken four to five weeks, and in the moantime others
have been received which have coms across in a fortnight,

Sir Ian Hamilton has been over here today and
seen some of Legre's troops for the first time., He could
not help being pleased with them, as their work ( such as
they are called on to do in the trench 1line) has been
excellent,

Major Fitzgerald, who is officiating in command
of the battalion he saw (20th) strikes me as an oxcellent
officer, who will I am sure turn out well,

I had a letter from McCay the other day from
-England telling me he hoped the operation on his leg had
boen quita successful, and that after a visit to Australia
he felt confident of being abls to return to us, I hope
he will be able to do this, as he undoubtedly proved himself
a good Brigadier in the field., I know that he is unpopular
and, a8 a matter of fact, during the early days of our |
training in Egypt, Bridges onece or twice cane and spoke to
me about the advisability of relieving him of his Brigade
command, chiefly owing to the fact that he apparently wished
to regard all orders from the point of view of the lawyer
and to argue about them. Thia I am glad to say he quite
g0l over, and I know that Bridges was thoroughly satisfied
with him before his death, He certainly writes to me in the
most loyal spirit now with every determination (and he is a
man Oof determination) to do his best wheﬁTEe~nﬁnlanmétbﬁﬁk.
I have told him it is of course too far ahaﬂd to see axaqtly
what position to which he will be able to élgjhﬁ but ha may
be quite sure his interests will not be QFErlﬂQkﬂdL”.”'

. Further/ &
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Further vacancies will ones cammoit help regretting have
certainly occurred by then, and he may drop in for a Brigade
or Divisional command, as possibly a 3rd Australian
Division may be in the field by then,

MacLagan I am sorry to say has had to be
invalided to England, and his nerves sseem to be a good
deal shsken, I trust however that he will be able to
return here =2nd take over his Brigade again in due course,.
In the meantime I have put Colonel G. J. Johnstor in
command of his Brigade, I understand you are sendins out
a certaln mumber of Artillery Brigades for Legge's Division,
and when these come Johnston might be trﬁnafarred to the
Divisional hrtillary command, by which time MacLaran may
be back again, I have just wired asking for details about
this artiliery, as 1t will be a convenlence to know what to
expecles Pending 1ts arrival I am giving lLegge the lst
Artillery Brigade and the new 5" howitzer battary, which
should be over here from Egypt very soon.

I am glad to hear you have some promising new
Brigadiers, ﬁnd I have heard here that Colonel Tivey is
quite good,

I so thoroughly agree with all wvou say about the
Australian character, and have a real affection for all the
men with me here now, Our standard of discipline is T
fancy different from that of any other Army Cbrps in the
service, but I do not think 1t is any the worse for that.

Tn Ngypt, when we were doing much more regular soldioring
the men had got into tho custom of almost invariably
saluting, Here, where we are on very hhﬁh mnra-lfuﬁgular
lines - where clothing 1s to say the leaat af it iPTEFﬂl&P ~

.:"- ‘.v‘.','- f - {_,
where trenches are very narrow and, moradvér1 Whﬂn one meeta ‘

the men at all sorts of odd turns at work of a11 Pinda; the

aa1utmg /
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saluting of officers has become the exception and not the
rﬁla. This I suppose is regarded by some as a great want
of discipline, but in our men here I can never for a
moment regard it as such, an¢ I Judge of their discipline
by their general demeanour and spirit, both of which are
all one can wish for, I never find the men anything but
entirely respectful when T go round the trénchea - always
glad to see one and pass the time of day in a respectful,
friendly and 1ntelligant manner. I was quite pleased when
going round and stopping to talk to a man, who is evidently
a reocent arrival with the last rainfuruementé, and who
cnnsaquently_did not know me by sight. After talking to
hin for a few moments 1t evidently dawned upon him who I
was, when he jumped up and said, "Are you General Birdwood "
When I acknowledged that I was, he at once stepped up and
shook hands saying he was very glad to meet me, as I was
him, and it is in that spirit which our Alscipline here is
a good deal run,

I am rather amused at your referring to the
amount of "inquiries® made by politicians, for the Bage
Depot in Alexandria has just informed us that the numboer of
inquiries they receivo by telegram about the men is about
ten times as much as that of the whole of ths rest of the
force put together, and this I can quite baiiava, a8 people
in England do not seem to think it necsaasary to go to the
length in this respect tha£ the Australians do.,

the labor situation in REngland is indecd absolutely
deplorable, and strikes me as undoubtedly the weakest point
in the Empire at present. T imagine it must be on aunuunt
of this that tha Ministers hesitate about adnpting univarsal
service, and it makes one mad with rage tn think that we |

I'-"i .I'ﬂ'.. 5 i 1'."
= b
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should have large bedies of men, who are not prepared to do
everything in their power for the sake of the Country at
the present juncture. WNuch as one cannot help admiring
Lloyd CGeorge's energy and courage at the present moment,
one cannot help feeling that he is responsible by his
speechee in past years for a good deal of the "clase"
bitterness in "ngland at present, though I do fully baliava
that when he spoke in the way he did, hw was probably at
the time drunk with his own eloquence,

The Balkan situation still seems entirely in
the melting pot, and I fancy that the Government at Home
must be in & terrible state of anxiety. Hnﬁa?ar, Greoage
has now appafantly definitely asked us and the Freﬁch to
land troops at Salonika, which looks as if she at =211
events must have definitely made up her mind to fight on
our side 1f she comes in at all, while the knowledge of
this may prevent Bulgaria coming in against us. Ones of the
most hopeful signs that I have seen so far is the dezortion
of 4,000 Bulgarians rather than fight against Russia. This
is exactly what I have always hoped might happen, as I
know the nation and army are entirely pro-Russian and antie
German, and if such acticn should spread throughout the
army, it might well be beyond the powers of the King and
General Staff to get them to fight for Germany, in which
case I shall not be at all surprised to see a collapse
take place in Turkey, as I know how entirely the Turke are
now relying on German and Bulgarian aid if only in the
matter of ammunition and rifles. They are certainly getting
short of the latter, while the Bulgarians have a large gargon
stock of Mausers, which they took from the Turks in the

last war,and which they have held up sver since, i}ﬁﬁiﬁ

we /
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We have a fair.amount of aircraft, as have the
Germans, and if 1s always a state of wondoring what 1t is
hovering above us, for as often as not the buzz of the
propellors is followed by the dropping of bombs among us,
and more recently by the playing of a maxim from up above,
However, 1t 1s extraordinary what very 1ittle harm they
have done in this manner, while I hope that our aeroplanes
have done thom a considerable amount of damage,
| _ I am sorry to say that our sickness still
continues considerable, and the actual evacuations from
my Army Corps (which now includes a Territorial Division)
are between three and four hundred daily, while I still

and the New Zealand Brigade -
have the lst, 2nd and 4th Brigades/resting at Mudros, The

climate 1s absolutely perfect, and overy day I hone that
the sickness will cease and that we shall begin to get

back those who were invalided some time ago, but nei ther
hope seems L0 h9 near accomplishment. Tnatead, therefore,

of having a really strong force with me, I have still a

comparatively speaking weak one,with which 1t is hardly
pessible to contemplate dniné anything verv heroic even if
that was our present role., Personally I cannot help
thinking that the doctors send men unnecessarily to
Englagd and poseibly to Australla when they might well be
returning to us here, but that is a matter in which we are
never allowed a say of any sort, though I have donse ny
best to bring it to notice by frequent representations on
the subject,

Your story about Roseborry at Vindsor is
certainly most amusing, and haﬁ'made rne i;ﬁéﬁ“a.#ﬂﬂﬁde&l;
I remember hearing much the same sgbout thﬂ 3?imﬁ Einintar
from someone who happened to travel back?tﬂﬁQSEi {1th him

t

after/
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after his ITirst (eototal dinner at Windsor, when I understand
his language was very forcible. Hore, I am thankful Lo say
we have practically no option but to follow suit, and I
Tancy I made myself quite unpopular by refusing to allow
inordinats rations of rum to the troopss I found this was
being allowed by Divisional Generals frequently, so I took
the issue of 1t into my own handé, and now only allow 1t
when I think it is really wanted, viz- aftor some extraorde
inarily heavy work, or when the men have got very damp and
chilleds Even them I think coffee or cocoa is very much
preferable, and I have Just been able to arranga'that men
will always be able to get the latier as an alternative
during the winter, and I much hope they will take advantage
of this, as though rum temporarily raises the temperature,
yet this undoubtedly falls lower again after the effects
have wern off, I may say I am not by any means a rabid
teetotaller, but I so fully regliae the disastrous offects
which drink can have on the meny though I also raﬁliae that
drink in moderation can do no harm, and I have made cvery
effort to try and get good beer and especially stout issued
to our men who are now resiing at Mudros, for I feel sure
it would 4o much to pick them upe I was very amused on
asking a man who has just come back from there yesterday
if he got hia beer, for I had had a very large consignment
brought up from Egypt, which I hoped would have gone round,
His answer was - "Yes! They gave me a glass one day and a
"pottle of sodawater the next day to square it up;" so
he evidently felt he might have had more with advantage:
You may have seen & letter I wrote to théii
Defence Minister last week about a wounded ngw?nqorehaad -
I saw on board the hospital ship "Mahennp"ﬁhf;db.hnt know

when I have been s© struck witﬁ & man as Iﬂwaa with.him-:

s | ¥4
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He was 80 naturally and unaffectedly cheerful, and hed nc

R

jdea I was writine to anyone but his father ahauﬁrhim.

I see that you are apparently going to send out
st11)l more Brigades boyond the 8th, and if an 8th, Sth and
10th come, I presume we shall have a 3rd Ausiralian Division,
I wonder if when this comes - but not until then « would you
think 1t adviseble to wire Home suggesting that you would like
all the Australian troops to be kept together in the same
Army Gﬂrpﬁ? I suggest this, as I think it really 1s a thing
well worth considerstion, At present I have four Divisions
in my Corps -~ the 18t and 2nd Australian Pivisions, the
comnosite New Zealand and Australian ﬁiviaiun, and a Divieslon
of Territorials, T srould be very glad to have with me the
3rd Australian Division when it takes the field in preference
to the Territorials, and frnm.tha Australian roint of view I
think 1t would be a great convenience for all the troops to be
torether, and ceortainly as regards promoticne, orders etce, I
could keep them all co-ordinated, An expression of such a
wish from you would I fancy mean a quiescence, but as I say
there i3 no hurry whatever about this until the three Brigades
are, woe will say, about to arrive in Egypt.

T am doing all I possibly cen to safe-guard the
financial interests of the Commonwealth Government, as in ny
present position I feel it is entirely incumbent on me to do.
several matters have cropped up in this connection recently
as rerards the secondings of men and consequent inecreased
astablishmentas = tho formation of increased base depot
establishments, otc., etcs, and your Government may rest
gesured that in every such case I will always do my best to
watch Australian interests to the best of my powers, and ;n
this I feel I always have the moet capable and. lqyal &ssiatance
in White and Griffiths., e |
| | ~-wil)/
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MEDITERRANEAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE,

Goneral Headquarters,

8th November, 1915,

Ky dear Sir Ronald,

Many thanks for yours of 24th Septomber =
just received. '

Since I last wrote you will have heard of :
the changes that have taken place here, in that Sir Ian
~has now left us. I had to take over temporary unrmuﬁd
of the Force duriﬁg his absence and pending Sir Charles
sonro's arrival. I am personally so sorry that Sir Ian
has left us, for I always found him & most courteous and
conaiderate Chief; and I immensely admired the spirit
in which he left, General Monro arrived in due course,
but has since loft again, and it is doubtful if he will
returne If he does not 40 80, I am to take over the
permanent command of the troops here = at present, a
far from enviable position to be in, as I personally do

not s2e light in the way I originally did.
| That, /

- -
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That, however, is neither here nor there,
and 1f I amn to uom.anﬁ. I will do my best to carry
through whatever orders 1 may receoive from Government.
What these will be, it 1s impossible to say, for I have

- had many absclutely contradictory communications of the
future policy wit;hin the last week or so,

The question is indeced a most extraordinarily
difficult and complex ome, and made all the more so by
tho entry of Bulgaria into the war against us, and the
avsoluate unuértainty as to ihe action of Roumania and
Greoce. Bulgaria's advent alone is uxt.ra.nrdimrily
serious for us, as I gather that this liaa already resulted
in the opening of a road for guns and ammunition from
Goermany to ‘iurkey. If Gam@y ﬁan seni down really big
Funs wit.h_ unlinited anmunition against ui; our position
will be, to say the least of it, uncomfortable - especially
with the winter coming on, and the troubles with which we
may be faced on beins cut off by bad weather for
considereble pericds from Naval assistance. Personally,

I have expresesed my opinion tha.t I feel confident that my
own Army Corps at any rate 1s prepared to see anything
tm and that I would far rather leave my hones on the
Peninsula than evacuate it for fear of being driven off.

— £ l'
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But, of course, political reasons - especially if the
Government at Vome be of the npinlﬁn.that we are not pulli
ocur whole weight by sitting immobile here, and c.mid be
bettor employed straterically elsewhere, are very different,
and it may be possible that Government wlll decide that we
ehould withdfnw. On the other hand, théy may equallf decide
that, by retaining here as we are the whole rlnwar:ofltha
iurkish Army, and 8o prévanting them roing up into Bulgarisa,
opposing the Russians in the Caucases and all our own tro@ps
in Mesopctamia, we are doing more good than we can elsewhere,
Thié qu;;tinn will doubtless be decided before thtn can
reach you, Any withdrawal will be, as you know, & most
ticklish and difficult uparaﬁiun to carry out, and 1f 1t has
to be done, I am particularly anxious that I should be
actually in command of my Army Corps to see them off tha.
Penineula in the same way as I landed with them, This very
_mﬁnh emphasises my reasons for wishing to remain there, and
nnt'tn have to conduct the operations from a ﬂistanaﬁ-:

I enclose you copy of a letter which I have
just written to Semator Pearce, in which I mention the
possibility of my leaving my immediate command of the

ﬁuatfalian.traepu, auﬁ'I really am quite unable to expréaﬁ
how/

; | | ;B EE
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how very mgih I should foel it, if I am compelled to do so,
for I so much feel that they are my own particular lot at
present,

Your Defence Minister must indeed be a groat
acquisition at the present mﬁment. and I am s0 rlad you
have with you a man in wvhom you have such confidence. As
I have an' mllfmantinned to him all guestions of ﬁm,
I will not go into them at all with you now,

I have been very sorry to hear about the troub
there has been in Egypt regarding the Red Cross organizatio
and Australian ledical Servico. ﬁhaﬁher-Fetherﬂtﬁﬁe'a visi
will result in putting all this right, I do not know, and I
ali sorry to say I did mt.- se® him when he was here, as we
orossed aac.hlat.har when I was officiating as uhiuf and he
was at "Anzac." He has recommended that a amlﬁr Australia
medical officer shall be on the staff in Egypt tﬁ help in
i1o00king after our md:loﬂ. interests there, This is a
proposal I, myself, made some time ago, which was not then
acceptod. As officiating Chief, I have forwarded his
recommendation to the War Office for comsideration, as the

- matter is really one to be dealt with by ih&n in consulatat!
wit.h Egypte While I was in Egypt, I knew thors 'ma “very

mach ill=feeling generally against Ramsay Smith and his
. | methods/
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methods, Before leaving there, I tried to put this
right, and though!I had succeeded, but instead of that
matters zeomed later to get worse, and I trust that
his return to Australia will help,

1f Howse, whom I look upon as quite excellent
and Iholaihaartﬁﬁ in his desire to see these medical
troubles put right, can be deputed as our representatide
in Bgypt, I have great hopes that things will be settled
aﬁtisfnntorily, as hé is quite fearless in giving an
opinion, which is generally a sound one,.

Transport arrangements between here and
gypt have I amefrald often left something to be desired,
hut'yau will of course know how astoundingly difficult
they have been, owing partly to tharahnrtaga of shipping
available in the Empire = casualties astoundingly in |
jaxaasn of anything we had anticipated, and the submarine
meNaco.

I hﬂ#ﬁ been passing a very anxious ten days
lately acting as Chief in Monro's absence in Egypt, Wﬂen
I have been faced with some most exceedingly difficult
telegrams frcm the Government contemplating actions of

._Idiffarﬂnt sorts, which I will only describe as "varied.”

However /

e o
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However, I shall be seeing Lord Kitchener tomorrow, and
hope I may hear aamathing fairly dafiniia, though I
imagine nothing can balﬂacideﬁ until he gets Home again,
and the Cabinot is able to decide on future action.

' Tith kindest regards,

Yours very sincerely,

PoS, Since writing this letter I have seen Lord
Kitchener, and though nothing has yot been definitely
settled as to the future of this force, for so much still
depends upon political events, yoet I think I can tell you
regarding my own immediate future, which he haa dadidnd.

I very earnestly appealed to him to l:ave mel
with my Army Corps, Sir Charles lonro stepping into Sir
Ian Hamilton's shoes., I was able to place facts before
him which I think*dﬂéidﬂd him to favor this course, After
further consideration, however, he came to the conclusion
that he must have asome éo-ordinatlng authority bﬂti;ﬁﬂ the
force on the Gallipoll Peninsula, and the troops serving

at and beyond Salonika, and for this purpose decided that
| sir/
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Sir Charles Monro should hold this position, when he
considered I must take over the command of all troomns in
the peninsula. I should of course be nmaturally very praud.
indo~d to be selected fop such a position -~ and so I am;
but T do moat ainuarely regret that it will cut me pfr to

some extent from my immediate close conmection with our

troops, of whom I h've bscome so fond., They, however, of

course still remain part of my force, and I have had it laid

down that I am not removed from the command of the Army
Ccorps, on which I am to retain a l;an,_in the event of the
big force being for any possible reason brﬁkaﬁuup, when I
shall at once return to my "Anzac®" troops.

In the meantime, Godley will take over the command
from me, and you may rest assured that he 7111 look after

their interests very fully and completely. Fe has, as you

”kﬂﬁw, already had two Australian Brigades in his Division

g ﬂﬁf a considerable time, so he knows & gool many of our

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

trﬁops well, which 18 a great thing to start with. T much
wish I eould see the future more clearly open before us, bul
it is impossible to foresee at present on what lines

Goneral Monro will have to act.

I am sorry to say we have just heard of the
sinking/
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Copy of letter, dated 8th November, 1915, to Senator, Hon'ble
G. F. Pearce, Defence Minister, Melbourne, forwarded to

Governor-General.

(Copy on Defence Minister's file)
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one of two undar ﬁir gharles Monro, 80 Irﬂhail not be
carryin- out any independont operations on my own, 1
should btoe happier 1if I ﬂmﬁli gat over every day and be
with thoe troops, but unfortunately my Readquarters are
on Imbroa = just off tho aﬁaﬂt, uné nowea-days we have
such ﬁnn#inually bed #2athar, that 1t 1a often ﬁuita'
imposaibla for ma1ta ot over and see tham.'thnﬂfh I
make a2 point of apeniing every fine day guiﬁp rﬁun&

them as heretofore,

Thare havslbean'aame nhmnréa whick I may
B perhaps mention im the pnraﬂnﬂﬁi,and I dare say that
your Defence Hinister may care to hear about these,
though I have ordafadltﬂlagrama to be sent to hkim
regardins thaﬁ. | |

Legre, 1 am sorry to say, went sick very
suddenly at a time whem I waa‘awny from '#nano,' so T
did not see him, Only & &nr'or twn.befnra, I tock
Lord Kiimxen&r over there, "hen Legre seemad phrfactly
wall; and I wes very sorry tﬂlhsnr thet he had rone

off 111-

I ray rertlon that Lord Kitchener was
very much struck indeed with “Anzac® - at all that he

was able to see thore during what we felt to be an all

T2iJ 2CRO23IA G3TAMOG
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too short a visit, but it was of course impossible for
him to stay there long, or to see hﬁlf of all our work,
'I. however, took him up to one nf.nur trenches, now
| | held by the 2nd Diviainn. nnd.whera he was within some
26 yards of the front Turkiﬂh‘tranﬁhaa, which I think
é made him very happy. He said he had never been ﬁhiﬂ
Lo realise until he saw them the difficulties with
#hich we had besn confronted, and which we h#d succoss-
fully overcome; and he told me ﬁn #ive a messare to the
Army Corps from him, .which I did -« a copy of which T
encloss fpor your lnfﬂrmltinﬁ. From a socldier's point
of vicew he could not hslp noticing the want of depth
In the position, which Ao0es not enable us to have any
strong Eup?nrtinF lines, or positions for reserves and
reinforcerents,if attacked by overwhelming numbars, and
frow this point of view the position must be considered
unsatisfactory, thoueh we have had no dfficulty in
| holdine it arsainst all the Turkish attacks, and we feel
parfectly coni'ident that we can continue to dﬁ 80

againat the Turkish Army, whose attacks we should

wolcome, «3 we did that of‘Genaral Liman von Sanders,

when with 30,000 men he attacked 10,000 of us, and pot

such/ -
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such a laaann, tha? twa Turks never attarnted anvthine
of tha sory 1n’fﬁrcﬂ arain., A haavy aarrman attack with
many bic cuna and lnliwitnd ammunition mirht, hurﬁvar;
of ~ourses ha a diefoarent mﬂftﬂl‘.

| Yo roplace Legsre in the 2nd Division I have
put ir Folmes, who I hope mey do well, 1T think I have

already told you that Chauvel is now commandins the 1lst

Division vice Walker,

I may mention that on these appuintwanta;
¥onash macde a representation claimings that he should
- have recelved a Divisional command bafors aithar'of them,
hasing his ulaim on the raut that the date of his |
appctntmant a5 a BrigadiereGeneral is prior to thai ﬁf
others, |
Yonash has, I think, certainly done well.

Fe looks after his Brisads thoroughly well - knbuiall

detaila concerning 1t, and is an axcallent ﬂrpanirur-

| At the gsame tima. I mannﬂt lnnk upﬂn him as a leader in

| | war, and T constder both thre uthnra more suitable than
he, 7That, however, iz in any case beside the question,
for I 4o not cnﬁa!dar that any man has a claim to a hirh

qnmmand m2rely because he thinks his asniori ty should.

< glve 1t to him, It must in my opinion be a daae

entirely/
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entirely of aalautiﬂn. and in this I know well vou and

the Def'ence Winister will agree., Ouriously anough too,

lionash's contention does not really ecarry weirht, By

the King's Regula‘ions, all Briradier-Genersls pank

amons themselves, not accordins to the dates on which

they became Brigadier-Generals, but from their date

of Golonel, and as such Monash is the junior of the

| | thraa. He, however, further contends that the
Australian Gazatte appointed him as a Brdgadiarhﬂenaral
without any allusion to the rank beine tumporary ag is
usually done. This of course is a nicety, about whish
I am not prepared to arsue with him, and I am sending
i wirabtu the Defence Minister sugresting that the
matter should be put right when such appointments aréd
gazetted,

I have put Colonel Cox, of the Ath Iirht

Horse Regiment in the acting commard of the 1=t I4cht
Huraa ﬁrigndo. Vice Chauvel. He was not a man who
impressed me at all in EBrypt, for he éid not train hia
regiment at all well, while hse was inclined to be very

full of his own perfections, snd to be cocksure and

moraly/
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merely superficial. Howaver, on arrivel here he
improved a vood deal, and when latély officiating in
command of the 2nd Light Horse Brivade, when Ryrie was
wounded, ho carried on gquite satisfactorily, and Ryrie
himself had no hesitation in recommending him for this
appointmrent, ‘

Spencer=Brown T am arransing shall be sent
to Erypt to look after the large amount of mwounted
details we have there in the way of light horse and
tranaport. I have felt ke really is nﬁt up to
commandin: a brigade in the trenches, though he is most
gallant and anxious to do his best. .I understand that
his meteor is in the light horse liﬁn, and as General
Legge found him useful as such during the time he was
in Hgypt, I hnpa thﬁt he may arain be of greater
ndvaﬁtaga to us thore than here., I have put officiating
in command of the 6th Infantry Brirade Colonel Breand,
who T thinkwill do well, but ' do not propose to
ﬂnﬁfirm him: in any way until we can see how he turms
out, while I alsc tﬁink that mwen like Elliott and, -
Benmett, who have been 1nva11ﬂed%ﬁﬁmu. should be given
uhancéa of' Brigade cdmnandn if and «shen they are able
to return, o

I am sorry to say I have had to agree to
the /
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the removal of Codonel Crouch from the sommand of the

2e2nd Enttalinn. Legge wished tc earry this out soon

after the battalion arrived, bu£ I told him I was not
ks | then prepeared to aaquiaac; until he had had further
trial. Legge and Spencer-Brown (who is his Briradee |
Commander) both now report that 1t is guite impossible
to rotain him in command of his battalion with any

confidence whatever, 20 I have had no alternative but
to remove him to another appointment, Ifhough I have
only seen Crouch commanding his battalion in ths

trenches, I feel sure thaet Legge and Sponcer-Browr sre

| right in their opinions of him., He is no doubt most

| keen, and perhaps over-anxzi-us to do right, with the
result that he eirikes me as quite ™ jumpy" and unsuited
to meet any diffiﬂultlpr aritinll situation, and 1
rather gather thit his officers have no confidence in

him, which of' ~ourse is fatal,

In my laat letter T enclosed a copy of a
short circular, which I issued to the men, as regards
keeping themselves fit, and which you may care to see, -

I thers is anything in this letter you

would wish your Defence Minister to 806, you will of
course/
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course lat hiﬁ ses 1t,

In conclusion, I can only repeat how
éxtramﬂly sorry I am that I no lﬂngar'qhmmnnd the Army
Corps, off which I am so fond, but I am glad to say that
it has besn arranged by Lord Kitchener that, should
future developmentsa résult in any alterations in the
present commands, and a consequent breaking up of
porticns of the Dardanelles Army, I amn to retain my liaﬁ
on the Army Corps, to which I shall so gladly revert at
any time, In the maantiﬁa, I am 80 £lad to think thai
Gensral Godley will be in command, for he will T know
look after their intsrests, and those of the Commonweslth,
tonthe verﬁ best of his power, and I am sure better than
I have been able Lo do.

With kind regards and good wishes for the
coming year, which lat us hope may possibly bring poace
before 1t ends,

Yours very sincerely,

P.S. ©8ince writing this, I have just been reading the

debate in the House of Commons - November 3rd, and am

rather/
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Copy. ' | _ Feadquarters,

H.E. Rt Hon, Sir R.C.Munro=-Ferguson. Dardanelles Army, VM E.F.

: GlClMiGij
and 22nd December, 1915,

G, RO 3. ATIN, 3 Pes Wil

Ez_gq;r Sir Ronald,
Dear Colonel Allen, ;

: I think that you w111 probably share my regrets to
some extent at our Australian and New Zealand Army Corps having
had to leave "Anzac," where the men had made such nmames for
themselves, . | |

I will not in any way discuss the question, but if
we were nﬂt.pulling our wheole weight 1n the boat by practice#lly
marking time there and containing Turks, and if it was considered
that we could be of much greater vﬁlua by being used elsewhere =
then there is nothing more to be said about it, and when we pot
our orders to go, everyone of us naturally did our best to carry
them out. |

As I think you may care to see it, I enclose for
your privﬁta information copy of a letter i have jﬁat ﬁrittan-tn
Lord Kitchener on the éubject. giving him some details qf the
rétiramﬂnt.

I shall always feel that Providence was dirautlﬁ
watching over us to see us safely through this, I had felt quite
confident of being able to withdraw with very little loss, |
provided alwavs that the weather was kind to us, but having to
do it when we did - in December, we had to reckon on possibilities
not of fair, but really bad weather with violent storms, so one's
anxiety in thiErPEEpEGt-WBE Justifiable,

However, as Providence willed it, we hﬁd the most
perfect weather possible to carry out our operations, whiie this

"broke up the following night in a way whieh might have entalled
hﬁﬁﬁj losses to us, had it done .so twent yfour hours aarliar.
| I still cannot halp_chuckling with delight at the
thnuqhta of the German officers, who are with the Turks, in

i aminsiin ?aliﬂwing themselves to be hoodwlnked, as they must have haan?'tn
. permit
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permit of our wilthdrawing some 80,000 troops and 200 guns from
literally right under their eyes -'fbr-thair'trenchau look right
down on us over neapﬂy the whole of our position, for long
stretches tﬂgather the "Anzac" frnnt'baing 2% to 50 yards distant
- woe calculate they had anmathing over 80,000 men facing us, so

| shnuld.have been able to give us a bad time, had not all my boys
played the game so wandaffully well as they 4iqd, | | |

fnu cen imagine what a satisfaction it is to me to

feel that we have been able tn_pﬁll every sincle one of the boys
out safely, and I am glad to say in excellent spirits, and
ready to take on whatever may be before us, I have so far got
no definite orders on the subject, but quite anticipate we may
all have to go duwﬁ to Egypt to defend that country from Whﬁt
looks like a really determined and big German-Turkish advance
very ﬁhnrtly. The Germans are equipping a special force of
selected men in Germany, and fittine them out with tropical
uniforms, speclal waterecarrying arrancoments, etc.,etc., We may
be quite sure that they will not undértakalanr expedi tion of this
sort without doing it very thorourhly 1ndﬁad, so we shall have to
look out for, and be prepared to meet a very different attack from
that which took place last year, I have évary cornf idence we shall
be able to do this, and if we can succeed in bleeding Garmany.at
the end of a long artery, and give her a real bad knock whenever
she comes along, it might have very far-reaching results,

I have sent the whole of our mounted men to Egypt at
once, as I want them to get to their horses as soon as possible,
and the knowledge that they are in sight of these has done much to
cheer them up for any regrets théy may have had in leaving the
trenches at Gallipoli, at which they had worked so hard.
eyt With kind regards. |

Yours very sincerely,

(3'gd) ¥, B. Bivdvood.
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(letter to Col, Hon., J. Alen, continued)

P'ﬁi We had a_terrihla experience here last month in the
shape of a blizzard, which struck us veéry suddenly and severely,
Coming, too, as it did, a whole month hﬂfara bad weather was
expected, 1t did all-the more danage, and I am sorry to say that
in one of my Corps alone I lost 204 man dead from exposure and
frost in two nights, while I had to evacuate well ﬁvar.é,ﬂﬂo -
ﬁursa almost than a big engagement, / regular waterspout

seemed to fall with great violonce on the Corps nn.py'IEft, and
was imﬁcdiataly followed by a hurricane of wind and intense
cold, which simply froze up the Een where they sﬁﬂﬂd, whiig
some were actually drowned by the torrents rushing through
their trenches,

I enclose a copy of a "Special order" which I

think you may care to see,

(Later)
Y - Since writing this lﬁttar; Ilhuva just received
yours of the 26th October, for which many thanks, I am so glad
tﬂ.knbw that anything I was able to write to you about thre
"Maheno" was of use, and I recently got ﬁ very nice letter from
the Governor, tellins me you had kindly let him see my letter,
and thanking me #or it, I shall hope to see the "Marama" in due
course, hut;as you will know, it'will not now bs in thése
watérﬁ.
It is poszible that the Governor may have shewn you
" a letter I wrote him om the 13th, giving him information about
the Now Zealand troopse I can only again tell you what a-raally
high opinion I and everyone else here have formed of them, They
have always risen tc the occasion, and have dene magnificently,
1hat'thay~will continmue to do this to the end, I havs not the
slikhté§t doubt, ﬂﬁd I do think you have done andlara'dﬂing

ﬁf;?d; marvels in the way of sending troops forward, and keeping them
'i.!:-.; ‘..Ei % A | : | : :

ﬁp to strength with drafts.

.wﬂ;;fi e | While in Gallipoll we certainly badly wanted the
| | full/
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full 20%, which we asked for, and'ynu ﬁill,pfﬁb&bly have heard
how lamentably weak our battalions and brigadaa_nftaﬁ bocame =
indeed, it seemed quite imposslible to kﬁep them even up ta.half
their normal strength, Now, hnwever, ﬁhat they ha#e lef't here,
I anticipate that the difficulty of kaapiné then up in numbers
wili for the present at all events not be great, and for the
next few %nnmhﬂ I rather think that battalions will be considerablv
over strength with the enhanced reinforcements you are sendings
However, there is no knowing what may not yfat"ba baf‘nra us, and
personally I cannot help thinking that by t he Epring we shall all
- be fi?hting in France,whan it 18| tnfﬁaarad our casualties must
agaln be exceedingly hea?r.

Practicallj 81l the New Zealandors aré now 1in
Ecypte« The time there will -I think be of the greatest value
in enabling them to refit, pull themselves tﬁgathar, and get at
some regular treining again,which-we were unable to do in thé
Gallipoll trenches, The mounted men, too, will be dslishted at

% getting to thelr horses, and let us hope théy may get a chance
. of putting in 3 0me gnua wﬂrk on ﬁham in due course,

As I think you know, Godley has succeeded me in
command of the Army Corps, and I*waa exceedingly plad to have been
able tﬁ rEcnmmﬁnd that Ru=ssell should taka his place in command of
the New Zealand and Australian Divieion, for he has proved himaalf
a first rate Eﬂldiar,.and al ?ays feady to take anything nn-.

Chaytor will T am sure do well in his place, for he

~1s a real soldier at heart, and always anxious to be doing somethirs
. | I am mudh looking forward to seeing your Rifle Brigade
Whan I go to Egyﬁt, and T hope that you have been satisfied with
'thé appointment of Bralthwaite to command it, He has done very
a='-_mwai1 indeed when nffiﬂiﬁting on two or three occasions as a Brigade
3 ‘o Gﬂﬁmander.-and I thought it was only fair that he should be piven
e E"&g t.hi_ia command now, after having borne thﬂ heat and burden of ;1;;/
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