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| A i DICIPHAEKR of CABLEGKAM fto Genaeral Birawood from DeXence
. Department - dated 17th Septembar 191i7.

il

WX 5lZ. Following has beem telegraphed to E:.aarat.ﬁry 03 State
for the Colonies, message begins

"Gommonwealth Government has had unﬁqr ¢ongideration the fact
that many Australian soldierg have now been serving three
years away from their homes und desires to arrauge lor such
to have one clear months' furlough in australisk G g
winter 1917 - 191&.
"Youxr nunﬂufrmun ia ragquestede.
"It is desired that the two new bBrigades lately formed in
angland should not be ntilised as Tighting formations becapse
considered this will prejudice the suscess i recruliting
here ths principle argument for which is the necessity for
reiaforcemsnts for exigling univs. These Wwoope cen De

: utilised to replace in the ¥ive Austrazlian Divieions all
who originally formed part of the fFirst fustralian Division
and Fourth Briligade snd who have.nnt lesg than two yo&rs
active servicel lisssagoe xnds.

Inwndlng officers end nen on furlough it is
propoged te leave to you ik to srrange the order of going based
on length oi service with prererence to fighting troops.
Congider ed the movenent should begin (ctobosr so as to gel nmen

home if possible by Christmes Days
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GABLEGRAM  from General BIRDWOOD to Defence Depertment, lMelbourme
gent from Adminsust on 1.10.17. 10 .42 /536

S i PEREAE = - s

42/536. Your WX.512 of 17th September. I need hardly say how
completely I am in sympathy with the desire to send back to Australia
on leave the gallant men who camseforward at the first call, who

have s0 devotedly give. their services To Xing and Country for nearly
three years, and who have indeed fully dome their bit and earned |
every possible consgideration AAA The practical &ﬂﬁmltiaa however
appe&ar so great that it hardly secems possible to giﬂ effect to the
wishes of us all in this ra-apeu't Adbs Our csloulations here shew

that there are still 12,000 men of the original contingent whigh
includes lst ivigion, 4th Infantry Brigade and 1lst Light Horse
Brigade AAA To provide transport accommodation for this number
geems to bs beyond nﬁr resources vhen we remember that we have at the
seme time 6271 invalide and wounded men now awailting traunsportation
in Bngland A4s  Purther 40,000 men have already been s ent back %o
Australie thaph these of uau&*a& include many outside the original
econtingent AAL Not only would it seem impossible to send back the
original contingent on leave except by doing so at the expense

of our wounded and invalided men, but it would seem quite imposgsible
to keep up» our units here if these large numbers are returned %o
Auatral ia AAA A8 you were infumad in my PET0 of 15th Sep tember 1917
the 16th and 17th Brigades have already been drawn upun.ﬂa reinforce-
‘ments for existing Divisions AAA These men were re-transierred to
their originsl units, and practically none now reimaln as they wmas
were raquiraﬂ to bring unite up to atfangth before recent operations
end subsequently to replace ocasuslties AAA It must aleo be remembered
that the 2nd anhd 3rd Light Horse Brigsdes i'umdiutpl_.‘yﬁ followed the
original contengent and the Znd Division came mr; bnly" 7 ?mniiadaftu
the first AAA Consequently there wnulu be an uqually ;luat tlamanﬁ
for the men of these units to be sent home hafur* the tmapnrt dould.
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be provided for original contingent men AAA
/Raali sing what great
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. COPY of CABLSGRAM to Defence Dipartmt o 303027 1

(2)

« s+ + s+ + « Hoalising what grest difficulties there must
eannqutntly be I nuspnt forx ymr amm“atim 'kht m 1914 mm
which 1t about to be mtimﬂ for men wm ieft m:tmd in tl'n
original lxpeditionary Foree during first months of war ghould be
 extended to men of the Ln_ﬁrdm, aﬁ Hew _zonlari& Porces m laf_t-lin_

1914 with their original contingentas Ai4 This womid doubliless not "
be as completely uth!mtary ta all mboraat ti« Foxrce, but from

- what I ean gnthnr h-ro from 151*59 murt would go a lang wey towards
meoting great desire of all venks thﬁt_ their coming forward in faret
mnmei -hmld nébiw dhould recelve specisl r'eaomiiion &8 it rmal(__ |
mulnda those present at lenaing Gﬂllipﬁli Peninsuda Bﬁﬁ April 1915
and w_anld be ronﬂmualy sppreciated Ais I therefore smggest this
point of view should be urgently precsed on Irperisl Jovarnment.

BIRIWOUD
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PARAPHEAZE 2/LZGHAM from the Secretery of Utete for the Colonies
to the Governor Gensral of the Commonweslih of Australis.
" (Sent 11.30 p.m. 4th Oubober 1917.)

| Army Couneil ﬂ'nl with grave aspprehension propossl to
grant leave te Australisn Troops under conditions disclosed in
your mqunm telegram of the 17th September. I socepted
similar gonditions st of necessity apply to all Imparisl and
Colonial ".'.‘rﬁﬁpu in all theatres nt'i'.r without regaxé toe the
exigencies of the military situstion. Conduct of operstions
night thereby be very seriously compromised. Australian troope
pari passu with othey troops have been roceiving losve snd
fecilities and to justify proferentisl trestmert of thip nature
would be impossible. ﬂmtint pressure hes for a very long time
past been brought %o bear in the House of commons to inorsase
leave iuil:l.ti“ to this eountyy trﬁ various theatres of war
and owing to nilitsyy situation and sen Lransport difficulties
it has been impossible to improve cenditions sppreciably.
Moreover, if pri.vihp mu saoorded Aunstral flan troops

|

it could not be denied %o athar ovarsea trum sndi to provide

"

necensary shi ping and escart for their transport would be
practicslly impossible while the use of further ships s
trunsports would sccentuste the shortage of mercantile ship-
pinge. in the interesle of tha wen them-solves it h. nogt

| uné egiruble in view of tha submarine menace to heve mnere troops
| at sea than absolutely necessary. |

For above ressons it 1s regarded by His lsjenty's
Government as very undesirsble that sny leave facilities beyond
thone a.luad;vl nrovitded should boe granted. .

His lajesty's ¢ svernment tiust th&tf Jouy Governmont
will agree not to prese their proposals. ﬁ;h;r‘nﬁ M’*; akm
above mnﬁimltiuna being put to Hew Mﬁﬂ t?pmnt th" |

 sbandoned similar propossls which they had irdc. | e
| ¥ith regard to digpopal of tm mﬂ-hxmw
roply will be sent.
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PARAPHRASE TELEGRAM Irom the Governor General of the Common-
wealth of Australis to the Secretary of State for
the Colonies. (Received Colongal Office, 16.10.17

4 .28 E.m.!

Your telegram of 4th Qotober = leave to Australian
Troops. In view of considerations mentioneé@ Commonwealth
Government does not now press request, but desires to urge
strongly that 1914 medal which it is understood is about to
be sanctioned for men who left England during the first
few months of war in original expeditionary force should be
extended to men of the Australian Forces who left with origi-
nal contingents in 1914. This would include those present
20th April 1915 at landing Anzac. Such recognition |
would be appreciated enormously. FERGUSON .
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COPY

53168/1917

PARAPHRASE TELEGRAM from the Secretary of State Ior the

Colonies to the Governor General oI the Commonwealth

of Australia, (sent 11l.5 p.m. 19th Qctober 1917)
-_____-__-_____——-__-—-__-——_-—_—-——H—_—_'_-_

In reply to your telegram of loth Qctober,
attitude of Commonwealth Government in not pressing request
for grant of leave to Anstralian Troops much sppreciated
by His Majesty's Government . Will reply &as to guestion

of medal later on.

LONG.
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