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WX.933. Secret and Confidential. covernment have decided to
again refer wuestion of compulsory service overseas to a
Referendum of people including A.I.F. abroad on December nend .

I assume that A.I.F. Divisions are now resting and reritting alter
recent fighting as on previous occaslion. In view-nf extremse
importance to Hmpire and sustrallsa that Rerferendum should be
carried this time and in view of experience shows how condition

of troops affected their votes on last oceasion, it is imperative

that they should be kept out of firing line and given best
possible conditions until ena oI tThe year. Cable if this can

be arranged. - PEARCEH.

CABLAGRAM sent to DEFENCE, Melbourne - 13.11.17

n,1144. With reference to your WX933 Secret and Confidential.
Everything possible is being &one here to the extent that
circumstances will permit. As far as I can forecast the
Referendum comes at the axtramﬁhpsyuhnlugiual mnoment to be Iavor-
able to the troops who are in good heart arter the recent
gsuccessiul Tighting. Most of them &re now resting in comfort-
gble quarters. The remainder are in & quiet® part ol the line.

+ geems tO me to be important however that you should send by
cable without delay full details énncarning exemptions &nd
gssurance that conscription is only for the duratiuﬁ of the
present war, etc. In fact all information that will help men
in voting should be sent early. I have &already instructed
Griffiths to cable you about this Irom Lnnaun; d
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