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25th -Tunﬂj 1915.

General Sir John Mnxwell.

% % - i X x X
We are asking tha£ further reinforcements may not be

sent on until asked for., I have had to do this, as the 4th and
S5th feiﬁ?aﬁcemﬂnts recently arrived from Australia are reported
to tbe to all Intents and purﬁases untrained, and cnnﬂéquently
almoet a danger. I have been Informed thatlin some caseés when
these were sent, previous reinforcements ware.ratainﬂd in Egypﬁ.
ThislI fancy can only refer to the mounted brigades, end I have
asked that in their case earlier rainfnruemanta,whn were left in
charge of horses, may be sent on, and thelr places taken with.
the horses by men of the 4th and S5th reinforcements.

I understand from Legge that the three new infantry
brigades will require a good deal of looking after in Egypt
before they are ready to come out here. He tallﬂ-mﬂ*that they
consist of nothing but actual brigades without mmy divisional
nrganizatinn of any sort, thﬁugh I presume they.will be formed
into a division later on, in which case o course much will be
required for them, which I hope the good Egypt military cow will
be able to pravide. You are indeed wﬂnderful.in the way you
meet our many requirements so quickly, and I can assure you w®We

are lndeed always most grateful to you.

b R N RN

Tl W e ': .
W 3'-‘ "--n_.'_'_.'m* R T a

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGOO0OO0TO5



/ | 27th July, 19165.

General Callwell.

LR R NN N _ N _E_N_§ _§__

Many ﬁhﬂnka for yours of l6th July which I have just re-
celved on my return after having personally conducted a small
party consisting of Admiral Gamble, Altham and Ellison round a
very snmall part of my position. The Admiral, not belng 1in
great walking form, 1 wasﬂiiz able to take thﬂm.up to the high
ground above my baach, and point them out the kigh trenches 1n
the distance. I am glad to say they all seemed to enjoy their
vicit, and were apparantly impressed with what they saw, and
approved of our general arrangements here. I alﬁays like to

"~ take people round ali my not too dangerous trenches, but on
this occasion could not do so. |

We are living at priesent in great hopes of a Turkish at-

tack. They see to have brought over a lot of new troops quite

recently, ard I doubt 1f they would have done thils unlesst hey f

mean business, as their Eupﬁly arrangements must be difficult,

and I don't suppose they want to havé-ta cater for more troops ’
than are absolutely necessary. We heard they were likely to
attack on the 23rd, but as thelr reinforcements were still ar-
riving on the 24th and 25th, we still hope that they may cnmﬁ

on any day now. My boys are, I think, simply spoiling for 1it,
thﬁugh I think that, perhaps, they do not realiae what a very

determined attack, of, say 50,000 to 60,000 men may mean. > S

have been living in the trenches with them as mach as pasaibla
all last week -- spandiﬁg slx or seven hours there dally, and
going round avery point and talking to all, and I feel absolute-
ly happy abDut the splrit in which the henviest attﬂck pussibla
will be met. If they come on in nvarwhalming numbErs at“hny
one paiﬁt, it is always possible they may get into the tranchas

| opposite, but I hope they will never get out of them. In two
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or three places where a big attack 1is possible, I had almost com-
pleted an advanced firing line, which had been dug entirely under-
gruung, and to which openings for fire platforms had just been
prepared. As these could not be ready befre an immediate ﬁt-
tack, I have merely had a2ll these openings fillled with barbed
wire. The openings are on the ground level and invisible, so
troops attacking across the front in the dark will fall into
them, and after getting into the colls of barbed wire will find
a couple of men at each to shhot any who fall 1n. This makes

a reall& effective obstacleg in front, of course, ¥k of the
driginal fire trenches which sti1l exist. S50 disappointed do

1 find the men now are by the delasying of this at.tack, whiech we
have anticlpated for about 24 hours? , that I have had to give
them two special issues of rum, which has been some small com-
pensation: PBut I fear even this will not prove the real tonie
which an attack would. You see, the sitting ﬁerﬁ for three
months , especlally lately when the weather has been very hot,
and water difficulty =a really trying bﬁsiness for all, and I
personally feel that 1f I do not go round the trenches daily to
do everything possible in the way of keeping the men cheery that
I should never be happy. The necessary fatigues are what are
80 killling, and you will know whet they mean, when you realise
that there is not only the enormous miles of trenches and mine
gallerlies that we have to dig, but there ape literally miles of
covered ways and traverses as well, Then again, we have had
to man-handle the whole of our guns nn& amminition, and prac-
tically all our stores and water, up to the tops of the hills

on which our posts are situated. Lately, the work in this

way has naturally all had to be enormougly augmented by my have-
ing to make all the arrangements for the reception of & much

larger force here, with the enormously increased ,fumt

s P U
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and arrange in suitable depots for them. The mﬂé,iiaﬁhé% gay,
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and amount of ammunition and supplies, which I hﬁie had to land !i
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are wonderful and have never grumbled, but as I told 8ir Ian, when
encouragling some men 1 saw on water fatigue yesterday, one of them
sald, "We only want to be glven an Indian to lead us when we would
become an excellent mule corpsi” However, I think they realise
that it 1s sll part of a bigger show when their cﬂmpensation will

ecome In due course.

Stopford has been here, and I have shown him the country he

will figcht over. Sir Ian asked me some little time agﬁ for my

appreciation regarcing the advance. This I gave him and I under-
stand he has been good enﬁugh to accept it in tﬁtn.

X X | X X - . 1t wili be a high trisl
for troops, especlially at night, and I have uré&h Stopford to do
all he can to practlise his men now in night aﬂtaqkﬂ while they are
at Mudros, and I am glad to say he has pramiséd to do this.

Phet I feel very ﬁnxiﬁus about mwself;is{;ha necessity of
having fresh tropps ready to push right thrcough the gap between |
the twvo Anafarta villages, and to hold 820, which I feel convinced

must be selzed with the least posslible delay, End I remember laying
stress upon this to Sir Ian before we left Mudfﬂs in April. mIf

we can get the Turks well on the rurn, 1t is just possible that
Stopford and I may be able to manage this between us, but I am
none too sure of thig, and I should like another two divisions
avallable to be shoved right through to 1t. Once we have got

that and 971, I feel the Turkish game here will be nearly over.

X X X K =mmem- .

I am sorry to say I am getting a good many sick now, and ac-
tually evacuate about 200 daily,; irrespective of wounded. You
will see this 1s a very serious strain¢. There 1s nothing in the
way of any epildemic, and most cases are more ﬂf dlarrhoea and in-
fluenza, which we always hope a few days' rest wﬂl} Gura,ﬁbut in {
practice I find that men, once sent off, are nﬂp-ieturned fﬂr sumé

1-

considerabls time. My doctors (almost entirelg;ﬁ?ﬁﬁi@}ians and'
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24th July, 1915.

Ma jor-General Bralthwalte, C.G.S., G.H.Q.

- S TS T S S S S ) O W S e e .

Many thanks yours 25rd just received. All right, we will,

: as Sir Ian knows, do all we possibly can to land everything re¥
quired here, and'deal withita the best of our ability. e all
know well that Sir Ian appreclates the really hard work our
men have been doing here to do what they can to ensure victory
-- and this too without ever a murmr. It 1s, however, only
within the 1as£ few days that I have fully reallsed what a strain
has been put on them owing to the necessary fatigues that have
to be done mostly in the way of carrying water, ammunition and
supplies.

‘hen in the trenches only a few days ago, and talking to a
sergeant, he said, "Yes, Sir, we are all fit and ready to go
for the Turks at any time, but I am afraid we could not manage
him doubling.”" Vhen I asked him why, he said the men were so
exhausted.from their heavy fatigues.

Again to-day, when I camﬁ across a string of men carrying up
water, and when telling them how much their work in thils respect
was appreclated, they sald they only wanted an Indian driver to
lead them for them to become a perfect mule corps: This was
not saild in the least nastily, and I only mention it to show
you how really heavy the fatigue work is. I am doing all I
possibly can to lessen, by working all our mules (including the
gun mules) very hard in the day, durling which this can be safely

will be
done, and I am hoping that our water pump %8 in working order,

i B Lol

as I trust 1t may be, very soon, when thinks will be slightly
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improved.

Recognising as I do the enormous impnrtan;ﬁ of keeping th#
| aU¢fE€
men cheery and in good fettle I am redoubliing ?nﬁ efforts I hafe
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made as regards seeing men in the trenches, in which I yesterday
spent seven hours golng round talking to them, and seeing that
all was as perfect as we could make it to meet this possible |
attack. If it will only come off, the men will be full of gaudl
cheer, for we are terribly disheartened at the possibllity of

the Turk attacking Cape Helles 1Instead of us.
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17th August, 1915.

Sir Ian Hamllton.

Thé most disturbing factor, however, 1s this health of the men.
As youw 11l have seen from my dally returns, I now have a complete
strength of 23,500 rifles only in this Army Corps, including 13th
Division. Of these, 12,500 only are w 1ith Godley and avallable

at present for any further advance or attack. The disturbing

factor, however, to which I allude, 1s the condition of these men.
As I have just said, they are quite cheery and the spirit is just
as well as ever, but I am afraild there is no disgulsing the fact |
that the flesh really 1s weak. Every little group of men to whﬁm!
I speak all agree that they are quite ready to take on any number é
of Turks, and get a bit of our own back in killing more of them
to make up for some of our losses, but n'earl-y all of them finish
up by sayling that they feel just as weak as cats, and hardly on
for marching more than a mile or two.

I imagine that this is only really natural and climatlc, as
we must all feel that the climate here now 1s emervating, while
the "sameness of the food prevents these men who are generally
very big eaters, dating anything like the quantity they ordinarily
do. They all say there 1s lots of food, and they have no complain
against it, but that with the exception of rice and raisins and
days when they can get stews, they very seldom eat mach and hardlyi'
touch their meat. If we could only get this wretched canteen {
ship along and, if when she comes, she contains anything like
enough condiments to permit them to buy freely frnm.hﬂr, I believe
1t would make all the difference in the world. i-ﬁﬁf thﬁ fhnt Pé-
mains that, at present, I much doubt 1if we1:nulﬂ call on anything
1ike a bilg effort from the men who have been hera all these mnnths.
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For the first time I have seen Allison who led the 6th Gurkhas
on their charge on Chunuk Dere. Ha was as you know wounded, but
I hoped only slightly. It has, however, davalnppéd into water_an
the knee, and he was just being taken to hospital when I saw him.
After hils story, I more than ever feel so sad about theilr charge.
He tells me that they not unly got on to the top of the ridge in
square 8l.a.2, but that they were actually driving the Turks well
down the slopes in the direction of 3 and 6. Then these big
shells came amongst them, which he says seems to have completely
panic stricken the Gurkhas. One man was practically blown to
pleces, and the men began to bayonet each other in their panic,
and fled back down the hill. The Turks, of course, took advantage
of this, whi#: and counter-attacked in strength, while Baldwin's
Brigade was not sufficiently near to give the fmmedl ate support re-
quired.

It really almost makes one cry, though at the same time it is
impossible to show that we could have maintained our footing, when
we realised the very big nmbers that were brought against the regi-
ments up there early the followlng morning, also with the Turks
still in possession of Ismail Oglu Tepe, they could have brought
guns right into our back and, perhaps, driven us off there.

In these few days, I am sorry to say, the Turks even have
trenches the whole length of the ridge and all along Koja Chemen
Tepe, covering an advance from Abdel Rahman Pair. Most of these,
are, however, so fully in view of our guns, that we should be sble

to prevent them taking much advantage of them in a fight.

Note.-  Interpolate after, "The most disturbing factor is,
however, this health of men," «- "and the very large numbers who
are being invelided daily, Both regimental C.0.'s and regimental
medicos tell me they are invaliding only the abﬂakutﬂfminimum;ﬂand.
many men who are kept at duty are really not fit EEr ﬁﬁrk,fahiefly;

owing to exhaustion and weakness from diarrhoea. ifEEﬁnHEpﬂn, h&;ever,

the dally strain is very heavy as you have %Ean,_w;?j@;
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20th August, 1915.

Sir Jan Hamlilton.

_— L. _ K &N I

for
Many thanks abewd your message about the eanteen ship, whilch

though expected has not arrived. I hear that we are to get only

£3 5000 nf stuff and that the same has been allotted to Suvla and i

Helles. |
I am afraid this may get me into trouble with the 13th DiviainnL

as nwégg to their having been here such a very short time the extra |

food dees not seem to me to be anything so necessary for them, as J

for the Australians who have been here all these months, and I con-

sequently have not allotted stores for them, and am hoping that they

will not hear what the rest of their corps 1s getting at Suvla.

_------_---—-——_---ﬂ----*"--ﬂ---

23rd August, 1915.

Sir Ian'Hamiltnn.

So many thanks for both yﬁur letters and for all you have done
fuftus regarding canteen stores. After writing to you yesterday,
I, too, heard that none had gone to Suvla, but I found that out of
some 2,400 cases, 800 only had been sent here and the balance to E
Helles. I at once wired to this effect to Ellison, and as a re- g
sult of your kind instructions, we have now had a telegram to say |
that further supplles beyond the 800 cases are belng sent up from %
Helles. We hope 1t may be a fair quantity, buﬂ H&llas will naturaﬁl

| |

. have taken their share.

5 - i S T i
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I quite agree with you that the War O0fflce do seem to have -

m:smanaged this whole canteen business very badly, for hﬁd-$hay
s E

¥

elther arranged this, or let you run the arrangement, Bofaswtn give{

us regudar canteen supplies three months ago, it would have jﬁat ;

i

made all the difference in the world, and I believe our men would
have remained fit. I am by no means m rabld taetntall%r? and?ﬁ
should be quite glad to see beer or porter sold at the ciﬁteen,l i
but knowing what I do of the men 1t could be done only under the )
very strictest reglmental control, for, after all these @nntha, I[;

really dread to think what might happen 1f they could get liquor ' |

at all freely. If 1t could be arranged f or them to gn_tn Imbrnéfg'ﬁ
I should certainly hope for them to get malt liquors there, and I
am sure they would come as a real fillip, and probably a panacea

of very many troubles.
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