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£6th August, 19156.

General The Hon. Sir J. Byng, K.CNM.G.
9th Corps.

that I am wriling to you about at present is, to ask 1f you
cangot, as I am sure you will, straighten out your right flank a
bit, which I know you wilil agree must be done. Originally my
left was on the Damak Jelik Bair, but in the comblned operations
with your corps on the ( w===), I threw up my left to meet your
mnvem;nts, and it now runs from Kalajik Aghala, througch the @reen
Farm, to Sugak Kuyu. I d& not think, however, there was any in-
tention of my ever permanently holding the ground to the north of
the Damak Jelik Eair. I hﬁve, as vou probably know, only three
divisions, and have to cover a front from 68 L. right up to 92;H.
You will see that it is a biggish bit of countrv, enéd most extra-
ordinarily difficult with all its hills and ravines. Your force
is stronger and I much hope you may be able to swing your right
forwvard as far as, say, Kabak Kuyuv and let it from there run up in
a line due north, trending slightly west, after leaviﬁg Susak Kuyu.

I capnot help thinking theat you will really have much dif-
flculty in getiing this line, as I see some of your people apparent-
ly moved a bit forward last night , evidently without any opposition
at all. At present, I have to throw my left flank almost at
right angles in a rildiculous way fronm Susak FKuyu, which is, of
course, an absolute waste of men, and gives me A bad salient there.

If you can do anything to help in the line I have suggested,
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we shall be most grateful, and I cannot help thinkling that you
will agree that it i1s sound. Your people will, of course, °

find evervthing ready for them in the way of entrenchments,

communication trenches, ete., 1in all the bit which I hope you

w111 be able to take over from us.
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4th September, 1915.
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I qulte agree with what you say about the 9th Corps' right,
6 but I do not see what I ecan do In the matter et present. as I

have already twice urged the 9th Corps to shove on the line you
mention, and I have a+ hinted to G.H.C., that they might urge
this. I am told that Byng has declded not to do anything
until he has got his different brigades in position properly
seerched out, and I understand that he will then consider the
question of d olng something. Thig, I personally thing is
very uUnsatisfaciory, but if nothing happens ere long, I will
gsee 1f I can have another go at it, and many thanks for wriiing
to me.

I will come over and see you eggain as soon as I ean, but

with 2ll these new troops =- Australians and 54th Division,

I feel I have to devote most of my time to them at present .
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6th September, 121o.

Ma jor-General W.P. Bralthwalite, C.DB.
s Bs 8 :

,—-.----#————-——“—l-l---——lﬁ-—-b

1 am not quite sure what the 9th Corps propose doing on their
right, and on myrimmadiate left, Ag vou know, at present thelr
line turns almost due west at Susak Kuyu -and avolds the Turkish
trenches at Ari Kabak going north ihrﬂugh-ﬂatman Thair, and comlng

, back at once agalin on Chocolate Hills. The result is there mm=x
15 a bit of ground about 800 yards broad, South to North, and the
same East to West, being held by the enemy in the blg re-erntrant
which the 9th Corps 1line makes there. If this cannot be taken
by assault so as tﬂ br1ng ux thelr #ight up to the line of Susak
Kuyu -- Tikke Cheshme -- Chocolate Hills, what would you think
of suggesting to them that from Susak Xuyu they mignt commence
to cut a trench straight across North tc Tikke Chesme?  Work

: would have to bs done at night, and would, of course, be slow,
but it night also be started at t he same time from either end
to work South. The trench waﬁld, in the first instance, have
to be made to face Loth? West, and would want wiring. I believe,
however, that dlrectly the Turks reslise 1t would eventually cut
them from Arie Kabak they would soon evacuate it, when the 9th
Corpe would be able to occupy & line in prdlongation of mine.

It wounld, at all events, seriously threaten thelr pogition and
trenches North-test of Susak Xuyu, nn@ would and.what l1ooks 1like
a deadinck in that partlicular corner.

I only make this to you as a suggestion, but, perhaps, it

mirht help meimg Byng to stralghten out his line without loss.

,....._----——-—-i-----———h——ii-"--_
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28th Septembéer, Ll5lo.

Ma jor-General P. V- Braithwaite, C-.B.
CvG # 51 .

with reference to the possibility of Army Corps to extend

their fronts in connection wlth our conversation yesterday, I
write to let yvou know that I have been thinking over 1t more
since I came back here, going into i1t on the map. I, of course,
¥now well what the chicf's views are, and, indeed, belleve that
they ~re exactly the same as all of ours, namely, that the last
thing in the world that he loves is to have to haul back tired
troops before they are rested. I do therefore hope that 1f 1
have to extend to my left, 1t may not be for any great distance,
and I think that there sre several points in this connectlon

that might be considered.

To begin with, when we first started from Anzac, I think

the general 1dea was that.my left would be on the Damak Jellk
Bair, and aiong the low hills running up towards Seri Bair. I

do not think that anything definite was laid dowvn about this,

but it seemed to be a taclt understanding between ourselves and
the 9th Corps, who originally came up to Susak Kuyu, snd who
asked me only to send forward patrols towards them to help them.
I do not think that there was then any definite idea, that I should
hold Susak Kuyu, and I did so only when their right fell back to
Kazlor Chair, and there we have been ever since. I only mﬁntinn
this, as it seems t0o me that we 2lready do hold rather more to our

left than was originally antliclpated. z=£J_”T¥f?-,fJ
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My fruﬁ#} is, I think, about 11,500 yards, while I fance that

the 9th CHrﬂs have about 10,000 yards. I believe though that they

aré considerably stronger than I am, and even 1f the 10th and 53rad

have to leave them, I think that they will still be as strong as

I will bé;évezhzg'tha resting troops come back, inwhich case, it

would Eéam.unly fair that they should continue to hold the line they

actually do at the present.

The 29th Brigade goes off to them to-morrow. Irrespective of
this I believe that they have always been able to have the luxury
of a whole division in reserve, and I rather think an additional
brigade.} I do not think it is quite realised that ever since we
have baan hera in April, we have not been able to have even a bat-
talion, mnch less a brigade, in reserve, and all troops have been
more or less 1n the fighting line. It 1s true that since the last
fighting was over the 29th Brigade have given me something in the
nature of a reserve, in that I have been able to employ two of their
battalions ﬁﬂntinunualy on beach duties, which, as you know, has been
very heavy éaﬁting In our large quantity of supplies -- laying down
trammaﬁ linéa, preparing depots, levelling sites, ete., etc. Now
that I am losing these I shall, of course, have to reduce the number
ﬂf.ﬂuatraliapﬂ in the trenches.

One anuiher point I feel I have to bear in mind is, that as far
as I can unde}stand from Inglefield, the 54th Division do not expect
reinforcemanté of any sort to come to them, in which case they must
disappear in due course of attrition, as they are still losing a
cnnsiderﬁble?ﬁﬁhber of men daily, and are getting practically none
back. l |

If you would bear these points in mind when the chief is giving
orders on the subject, I should be grateful. I only ask this, as
I have cumé to the conclusion that possibly a good deel of the s ick-
ness amnng my men has been due to tre fact of their being really
Gverwarked, when no reliefs were possible, and I do Qupa'that when i
.thq truupa now resting at Mudros do come back, I shnll be in a pos- 3

ition of baing able to have a small reserve always 1n hanf gtf as
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General Headguarters,

i 1: e ; Medtn. Expeditionary

}f 26th October, 191B.

? My dear Callwell,

F ' _ ' | Many thanks for yours of tha'lﬂth'Juat received,

The return of Sir Ian from here came upon usall
as & very sudden shock and personally I am so sorry that
he shnuld have thus gdﬂﬂ, for he has alwaya proved him-

. self a most sympathic and kind chief and whom it has been

impossible not to like. Personally I have known him for
30 yeers and have naturally been glad to serve under him

here. I can say he tock his return perfectly marvel!lous
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and I do not think 1t would be possible for any man to
appear more cheery than he was on going, although 1 know

well he longed to stay and see the thing thrnugh
¥onro, 1 do not know, but I have heard nothing but

good of him and I do sincerely trust that he will meet
with success. I expact him here tomorrow or the naxt day,
when I shall hand over my very temporary regime as Cnmmander—
in-chief. . .

¢ can gquite understand his not being altogether
enamoured with the task in front of him, for it certainly is
a big and most difficult one, but nﬁ the same time I am sure

: he must fall honoured at having bean selected for such a

mtount on everyone hﬂra duing their very

command, and he

utmost to see hiﬁ*thrnugh.with it.

The siding of Bulgaria'against us has, of course,
entirely altered the situation and must be the cause of
anxiety. 1f, however, Greéce and Roumania can still be
induced to come in on our side, it ﬂhould not - mﬂtter sn
much, as between them they shou! Id be able tc nip the Lines

of Communication and prevent the Turk raali}héﬁguring very

much. I am still hopeful that they may come in, and am
SRR / indeed
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indeed not without hope, that if thﬂliusa;ana can produce
even a moderate sized force in Bulgaria, that the army and
pauplé may turn on their German King and refuse to fight
with the Turk against Russia. Doing so, as they now are,
mustg I am cmnviﬁuad, be abaqlutaly repugnant to the greater
'majﬂfiiy of them, and:.1I guite-hopa that the future may have
diaagraaabla_aurﬁriaas in atofé for King Ferdinand.

As soon as this new state of things appeared we all
here naturally began to think of the possibilities of heavy
German artillery coming in against us, and I at once atar%edh
my own Army Cnrpa at work digg;ﬁg caves avarylghra,'whiuh
would do not only as a protection against heavy shelling,
but against the weather. Arrangements have, of course,
been made for &nrfugated iron and wood, but I do not suppose
we can évsr hope to get all we want in this raapeut.anﬂ
certainly not in time. S0 it atruﬂﬁ me that if I could
arrange to house a great part of mg force in ca?ea; then
when I get the material I should be able to cover in aertain'
stretches of trenches and so get plenty of aﬂvaf there also.

It is, of course, only in certain places that we can
use caves withnut wooden props, which ara_nnt_yatlavailaple,
but where the aarthlatanda by itself we hava'baﬂn.vary busy.

Though I have been very insistent upon this and have
peinted out to avéryﬂné the poaaibilitiaa, yet personally,

1 am doubtful as to whether we shall really be bothered sc
enormously as some people seem to fear, for even 1f Germany
gets a ccntinuous line of communication to ngatantinnple,
the bringing down of really heavy guns with unlimited ammuni-
tion here, is ﬁtill a blg problem before her.. . |

; b AMIDEH Q3ITHR
Our submarines still remain activée in the larmora

 frkana
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and the Admiral tells me he is quite hopeful that they

will be able to do this throughout the winter, as the
weather there ia.nnt likely to be anything like as bad -
as what we rmust expedt‘hara. IT they really can act
sucessfully up there and gec on destroyling steamers in the
way they have dcne, it will be extremely difficult for the
Germans to get their heavy artillery here, as they would
hardly like to risk their few battle-ships to transport them
and thé getting them by road through Thrace, once bad
‘ - | weather sets in, wculd be a very long job. This, of coursse,
| muét not pravent one taking all precautions and we are
doing what we can in the matter.

The trcops are, 1 think, not dispiritaﬁﬁﬁ*i'nan
certainly anauer for my own Corps and thﬂt is nﬂt by any means
go and never has been for 6 minutes, but aiﬂknaaa, I am sorry
to say, is still as bad, and + saw that only yesterday my
evacuations from Anzac alone were 315. Why thie should be it
is hard to say, for thg-?,ﬁi.ther now is almost perfect and I
have all along been hoping that during this month or so while
the weather was cool, ‘he men would all pick up_and get strong
sc as to be able to raaiﬁt the cold and damp later on, which
I am sc afraid will produce pleurisy and‘pnaumunia, especially
arong my men who are not accustomed to a damp climate.

Australia assuree me that they are going to do us well
in the way of reinforcements, g0 I have hopes that we shall
not long remain much below establishments.

Territorial Divisions are apparﬁntly the great 4iffi-
oculty. I have with me the 54th under Inglefield, and the
complete Division is now only about 6,000 strong, while their
evacuations dally ara-enﬂrmnﬁs. Inglafiélﬁffﬂ?laumﬂethﬁt‘he

can apparantly hope for very little in the wnv of reinf'orce-

F.; ﬁenta

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGOO00T06



ments, so0 us far as I can see this division must shortly
disappear by transition, for it takes a tremendous long time

for men to rejoin ﬁnue they are affected with a slight attack

of this prevalling mystery.
Water difficulties are, 1 am glrd'tn say, on the high-
I;E;tn being aulﬁad; and I ?erannally do not fell much more
anxiety in this respect. I have quite a decent reserve in
hand at Anzac, and by stretching out as we did 1ﬁ'Auguat, we
command a good bit of country where there is ﬁmpla water,
Tﬁa doctors warn us that wa.ahall nnt'he apla tb drink any ;
of the rain water that now falls, as the whole ground is so
contaminated with corpses,but in practice I fancy we shall
have to do this and must Jjust b£11 our water and uﬁﬂ'it as we
can and as troops have aﬂ'nftan-had to do ﬁéfnra. .
Personally, i have no doubt whatever that we must
. shove on frnm"hara, at all events so as to capture the high
cround 1ﬁmed1ata1y dﬂﬂiﬂﬂtiﬂSJUE. Unless end until we are in
possession nf.the hills batiqah Anafafta Sagir aﬁﬁ ljelmer
Bay, Suvla Beaches and the transport there, we must be in
ccnstant dang;#r
It is marvallﬁua to me how it 1a the Turks have not
done much more damage than they have done, and 1 can only
presume that they have not ammunition available. If the
Germans even get a moderate amqunt of ammunition to them, they
can make things 8o unonmfnrtabia that it might be difficult
to keep a fdrna going specially from their baga. This should
all be altered if we got the hills I have mantionﬂd, and 1

think we can undoubtadly de this if reininrnﬁg ﬁhﬁra by a
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'nuupla of good divisions.

Whether we shall then be able to make a further shove

on Maidos remains to be seen, as it would depend very much
“upon our casualties in the meanﬁhi{a and upon those of tha-
" - Turks, | |

| - The first step undﬂubtﬂﬁly will be to gﬁin Hil1ll 800

and . With this bit in our pqaaeaaiaﬁ, I
think we should be ﬁhle to sufficiently command the whole

R S e

Lines of Communication as to make the supply nf-Kjlid Bahr
impossible for the Tufka. The whole country, however, 1s.

- _ ao difficult that even the first step must be a lengthy
one, and unfortunately the furke have bsen given so much
time to dig, that they have made every position a small
Gibralter. -

So many thanks for all the trouble you have taken

as regards-caﬁtaana and a "banana-ship" for us. Both will
be most heartily welcomed here and I have no doubt what-
oever that if canteen stores, etc., can be continuously
k3p£ upr, it will make a tramaﬁdnua difference to the health _
i of the troops. |

I ; I have not yet seen a complete Honours List, but such
as were wired out gave tremandqus satisfaction to the

| Australian and New Zealand troops and we are all so very

i gratefﬁl to Lord K. for having recommended these to iis

i Ma jesty.

| with kind regards and good wishes,

Yours very sincerely.
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Headquarters,
‘ | Dardanelles Army, -

ond Desember, 1915,
Copyi=-

Fd Marshal Earl Kitﬁhﬂnﬂr' Klﬂ'l' K‘PI’

1 am sorry Lo say we have juvet had an uncommonly
bad time of it here with a real blizzard, which has played
havoce with'anﬁa of my troops, It began with a severo blow

| | from the South West with delugees of rain. This turned

suddenly to almost a hurricene from the Horth East, bringing

‘with it snow and sleet, while we had eleven degreea of frost,

But for the tremendous wind it would not have mattered so

very much, but this cominy on top of the cold and wet asompletely

, | bowled over a great many of the men who were badly aituated. |
This was more eapecially the case with Byn#'a corps nt Suvla,

| where you will rermember there is a sreat deal of low=-lying

ground, The trenches there cross a series of watarcourses,

which have been quite dry the whole tima wo have bean here,

‘‘hese suddenly rose in sreat spates = in some plauaa.aavan feot

;- g deep, and of course came tearing down, nct only the main atraama,

but through fire and communication trenches, 1In doing 'so a

numbor of the men were swept away, while more were I am sorry to
§;_ | say killed by exposure, I have not yet rot the total aunualtias;
: but Byng tells me there were abont 1850 killed from exposure,
while he has had to evaouate about A,500 from exhauvstion,
frostbite and trensh feat. A great number of these will of
course regover in a ver} short time with thse effects of warmth

. and go00d food, but for the time being they are of course prostrat

I went over to see what could bhe done as soon as
I posaibly could, but with communications here what thev are,
you will reali:e that this could not be doneiqgfﬁﬁggfﬁfgtﬁfa
were absolutely cut off from all communi oations with sach other

for about three days. The small cra”t that had gqppgprnaa here
A SN B SO
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to take shelter during the Southerly blow, wafa all caught when
the wind turned, and I am sorry to say ars all now piled up in

havoec on the beach here, It 15 a most diatraﬂsfnp airbt_ta see
nine picket boats all piled up n top of each other, and thése

of course meen a great losa to us in power,

Among Byng's meon who éuffﬁreﬂ most severely werse
the 53rd Welsh Territorial Division, which practically "echucked"”
1t, A nraatlﬁany men simply threw their rifles down and left
their trenches, wandering down to rat.intﬂ hospitals, and
nothing apparently would stop them, while one of the brigades
of the 29th Division, which was in lﬂﬁulying grﬁund, 8180
suffered extremely severely, It was only the troops on this
low=1ying ground who were affected very badly, those on the
high ground on his left coming through all right,

At "Anzac" the Australia's I am rlad to say wara‘
absolutely all right. Two or three monthe ago T bad urged upon
them the necessity of digging really fine caves and tunnala for
themaselves, as I kept on saying that, thourh material for
hnuainﬁ-waa under order, it wéa mo~a than possible that ﬁad :
weather would arrilve before it, Thoy wors fnrtunata in raving
hilly country, in which digeing as you saw was poasible, and
had consequently made more or less comfortable places fﬁr all
of' them,

The Indian Brigade on thelr left I am -sorry to say

suffered however a good deal, Two of the Gurkha regiments were
caught just as they were relia?ing a Territorial Brigade, who

| were beine withdrawn into the supportine line, and suffered

I very severely from exposure -« in one battalion alone some 2°0
men havinﬁ to be evacuated for trench feet, This, too, 1e
guch a distressins thineg to see, as the moen have to hobble
about with their feet wrapped up in sacking, ugti!'ﬁﬁ@mcan,ﬁé
carried off., In the casa of one unfortimate Hévildar, the !
doctors tell me that both his feet will have to hgsagéatated,

as I hear ho absolutely refused to take his bogts off.whem he |

s i o —-—----I
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began to feel his feet going. It has all been a most distressing
episode, and I do not know that there is anything that could be
done to ameliorate matters, | |

At Helles the situation w;a much aa at "Anzac,"
and there have been no grsat casualties there,

ihough our caauattiés have baen very heavy, yvet it
18 a decided comfort to realise that the Turks have evidsertly
been very much worse off than we have, On the tops of hillﬂlﬂ}
they are, they came in for a worse dose of cold, ahd.thﬂra tranuhé
are still full of snow, When the srates came down, many
Turkish bndiﬂa, dead mules anﬁﬁwmquna ware-waahed down with

them, while a ser jeant, who hag 3uét come in as a desertsr, said

that practically the whole c¢f his company was wiped out, and

| é that they lost two machine suns in the flood. This of course
was only over a very amall part of the front, and everywhere
they must have lost nearly as heavily,

Then again, when thay wers flooded out of the
trenches, they in many cases had to retire across tha open, when
our men shot large numbers of thém. They apparently have no
warm clothing, and no blankets, so they must be in a really bad
waye JThe German forethourht however at once arranged to bring

up all their reinforcements to relisve the troops who had

suffered, and in this respoect they have the great advantage over
us, as we have not the troops availasble to do this, .

It has apparently been a real pilece ﬁf ba’ luek
gotting this bad wenther so early in the yaar; an ﬁll the local
inhabitants tell us that such storms are practically unknown |
bof'ore Christmas, and even then*thﬂy.are never more severe than
what we have now been through, ‘

The Turks evidently seem to have gcot a new supply

mr el

of ammunition, as ihere has boen a continuo

Tell 2QROJO™H a1

goins on over my head this last two daye w%em ¥ have hﬂgn w!th

3 . i
the troops, but I am glad to aay with littla‘nrdﬁal nare Adone,
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We hear, howoever, that an Austrian battery of 28's, and a German
battery of 3b6's are on their way to the poninsula, so I suppose
we may1ﬂxpﬂﬂt them tn be in use nga}nat us beforse longs, I trust
hovever that our men will be sufficiently well dug in to withstand
a rocd denl of bombardment, and théy camot have unlimited |
ammurnition,
Wo are a8till walting definite orders from Home as
to future action, and I am afrald that the departure of de )
‘Robeck, ahd.ﬁﬂymaa'a consequent recommendations Home, will have
put the whole case in the melting pot again, which is rather
trying, as it keeps us in such an uncomfﬁrtabla state of waiting =
| that, however, I know you cannot help,
f I see that aftsr all you had to go to Italy on your
¢ wey Fome, and I am glad to see that the "Cross of Savoy” has now
~ been added to your ﬁthar decorations, .
With the bEEt‘ﬂf all good wishes for the coming

Year, and let us hope that 1t will brine peace before it 1s over,

Yours ever,

L e B R L et |
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