AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGOOOOT 17/



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGOOOOT 17/



Our continuous and unrelenting pressure on the Germans )
throughout the winter resulted in their withdrewal from the line of
trenches they had held covering Bapaume, and our troops (2nd and 4th
Divisions) entered that town and the villages near it on the 17th iw
Merch without much fighting. They were able to push on through ;f;
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other villages such as Fremlcourt, Favreull, Beugnatre, Baugny, |
Haplincourt, Vaulx Vraucourt, Le Bucqulere and Velu without seriuqa
opposition, the Germans retiring to the villages to the Horth.Enattxi
At the village of Beaumetz the 1Bth Brigade had a certain amount of u
fighting in ousting the Germans, who on the 23rd March counter-
attacked them there, and temporarily regalned the village. A aacaggw
attack was immedlately launched againat them, however, when it was |
recovered, some 60 Germans being bayonetted during the operation. S
The whole of the country through which we passed had been
entirely daaolataa by the Germans, who had laid 1t waste in very
much the same way as I imagine the Russians did their own country

ol

when retreating before Napoleon. Builldings of every description hed
been blown up, while even the em2 small fruit trees had been cut .
downe Delay action mines had also been placed in many of the houses
and cellaps, the first one to take effect being that under the town
hall 1n_Bapauma, which was blown up during the night of the 25th
Marche A feature of the town hall was its fine, o0ld brick tower,
dated 1610, and though much battered about when we entered the town,
it was still a noticeable landmark, and I remember wondering why it
=y was the Germans had left it st&nﬁing. From prisoners we heard that
. they had expected a divisional headquarters would almost certainly be
established in the cellars. I am glad to say that this was not the
case, but a few detalls were there, and on that particular night
two French deputles also took up their quarters in them.
On the morning of the 26th March, it had been arranged
‘that we should take the village of Lagnicourt, and that the 5th Corps
on our left shoudd simultaneously attack Ecoust Longatte, it being
hoped that the attack on these two places would squeeze out the
Germans in the village of Noreulle On this morning, however, the

5th.bﬂrbs were not ready to attack, so we took Lagnicourt by
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ourselves. The attack was carried out by the 7th Brigade under
Wiisdom, who made a converging attack from the front and both

flanks with complete successe. Thé Germans fought hard, as they
had received orders that they were to hang on to it at all costse
During that day's fighting in actually taking the village,our
killed were only 22, while we thought we had killed between 300
and 400 Germans. The next day thelr wireless announced that 1,000
of our corpses were lying around the village, so we trust that

- their casualties were much heavier than we thought. Ours, too,
increased as time went on, for a uértain_number were taken
prisoners, and the brigade lost altﬁgathﬂr about 290 men in the
operation, which included over 200 wounded = the 26th | under
Travers having most of the fighting. : efiia.

By the morning of the 2nd April the 5th Corps were ready

to attack Emoust Longatte, and we consequently attacked Noreuil at~
the same time, Glasgow on this occasion taking the village with

the |3 Brigade. The Germans again fought hard, but were complete-
ly defeated, our men getting right round the village shortly after
@awn, and capturing 124 prisunarq and several machine guns in 1it.
The 50th Battalion under Saliabuﬁy suffered most in the attack,

and the total casualties for the 24 hours were about 700, repres-
enting Killed 142 = Wounded 412, Fnﬂ Missing 149. Simultaneously
with the attack on Noreuil the Btﬁ.Divisiun (the 14th Brigade under
Hobkirk this time) captured the villagaa of Louverval and Doignies,
astride the Bapaume~Cambral Road. 1Bﬂth.attacka'wera excellently
designed and carried out with uumpléta success, the Germeans falling
back to the North East. Our casualties in this uparatinﬁ'wera=

Killed 71 -~ Viounded 374 -~ Missing 22.
On the 9th April the lst Division, which had relleved the

e 5th on our right front, took the vili&gea of Hermies (in the angle
of the Canal du Nord), Demicourt and Boursies,on the Cambrail Road.
The lst Brigade under Lﬂéalia took th%'firaﬂgzhﬂﬂ, and the 3rd
Brigade"under Bennett, Demieeourt an# Epuraias. These attacks were
also excellently planned, and rasultadﬁin complete success, the
Germans being ejected from all three villages leaving 200 prisoners
in our  hands. In this combined operation our casualties were

Killed 184 - Wounded 495 - Missing 9. The capture of these villages
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- a total of 25 since the taking of Bapaume =~ brought us up to the
main Hindenburg Line.

Orders were received that we were to attack the
Hindenburg Line between Queant and Bullecourt on the morning of the
10th April 1n.nnnjun£t1nn'with 5th Corps, who were to attack the

~1ine VWest of Bullecourt. The weather was very bad « extremely cold
with snow and very strong wind. There had been no time to cut by
aptillery fire the enormous width of wire which had been annatruutad'
in front of the whole of this line, and there had been no intention
of attacking until the wire was cute On the 8th, however, the 3rd
Army commenced their big offensive in front of Arras, striking down
South East along the Arras-Cambral Road. It*ﬁaa hoped that they
would reach the vic:l.ni.ty-of Cherisy and Fontaine, and that consequent
upon our being able to strike up towards Rlencourt and Hendecourt,
we should probably cut off a large number of Germans in the angle
between use. We were to be given twelve "tanks" to assist us in the
operation, the idea being that they would go successfully through
the wire and over the trenches, making roads for us, and knocking
out strong points. The "tanks" were to rendezvous at Noreuil
during the night, and lead our advance through the enemy's wire.

During a blizzard in the night, however, the "tanks"
missed their way, and arrived only as daylight was breaking, making
it too late for any attack to be feasible. I personally was delight!
~ed at this, and regarded it as an intervention of Providence, for 1
had been most ankious not to attack under existing conditions. The
evening before, I heard that the 3rd Army had not made the progress
anticipated, when I at once called up the &th Army, saying that
under the circumstances I presumed our attack would not take places
I was told, however, there was all the more reason for us to shove
through, and get the villﬁge of Riencourt. |

The "tanks" having failed us, there was nothing for it
but to postpone the attacke The next morning a meeting was called
at Army Headquarters at Albert to discuss plans for the operation.

I commenced by pointing out the objections to making an attack on

o

! | pnaitiunﬁ'with.thﬁ wire uncut, adding that both the Chief and the

Army/
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Army Commander had agreed with me originally that no attack should be
mad until the wire was cute Atthis, the Army Commander (Gough),
while agreeing, stated that conditions were altered by the fact of
twelve "tanks" being placed at our disposal on such a-narraw front,
and in country which was eminently suitable for their use, belng quite
open with very few shell holes, and having a definite objective, etce

fhile this question was belng discussed, Gough was called
awvay to the telephone to speak to the C.G.5. at G.H.Q. He came back
to the meeting and sald that Kiggell had called him up, telling him
that there was every hope that the attack by 3rd Army on Cherisy and
Fontaine would be & great sucecess, and that it was of the greatest
importance that we, le.e., 5th Army, should shove through to capture
Riencourt and Hendecourt, as it would throw out a separate flank,
which might well hope to succeed in capturing a large number. of
Germans driven down from the North VWest by the 3rd Army. Indeed, 1
understood that G.H.Q. wanted to know if the attack could not be
delivered the same evening, but Gough informed us he had ﬁnid that 1t
would not be possible until the following morning. With such inform-
ation it was of course impossible for me to make any further object-
ions, as though I still had personal doubts as to the wisdom of
making such an attack, yet, after all, 1t was only a small part of a
large operation carried out in accordance with the Commeander-ine
Chief's plans. The attack was accordingly launched at 4.30 a.mo On
the morning of the 1ltha |

The é% 1dea was that with twelve "tanks" on such a small
front, there would be no difficulty about thelr breaking through the
wire and trenches, when six of them would wheel to the left through
Bullecourt, sweeping along the trenches and wire to the East of that
village, and by destroying the wire in front of the 62nd Division of
the 5th Army, make progress possible for them in nanjunctiuh.with the
attacks by my corps. The "tanks" however proved a complete failure,
as far as were woncerned. It was the first time my cnrps'had seen
thﬂmf1nfi££iﬁh;riﬁﬂﬁthﬁﬁghiwé?had felt that they were not things to
be relied on for a definite success, yet we had hoped that we should

get much benefit from thelr cooperation. while both the Army and the

"pank" commander were enthusiastic about them, and very confident
that/
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_J that at least 75% of them would do all that was expected. The going
for them was certainly good, and the distance to be trawversed short,
so 1t was reasonable to hﬁpa that they would be to some extent
successful. The contrary &e proved to be the case, and I believe
that only one or two of the twelve reached the enemy's trenches.
Morevoer, the fact that"tanks" were used prévantad our employing the
usual artillery h;rraga, which the men swear bye.

In spite of this, the 4th an& 12th.Brigadea of the 4th
Diviaiun,'whn had been nominated for the attack, went forward, and
forced their way through the enemy's wire in a manner which is beyond
2ll pralse. A nartaiﬁ amount of this had been destroyed by artillery
fire; there were a few lanes which the enemy had left for their own
use, and men managed te scramble over in %e other places with the
aid of mats, which they took with thems. Both brigades established
themselves in the trenches, where they fought hard for a considerable
time. They were attacked, however, in great force in front and on
both flanks, and before long thelr supply of bombs gave out., It was
impossible to replace these, owing to there belng no communication
trenches, and the fact that no barrage could be kept on the enemy's
line, as we were uncertain as to the exact location of our men or
the "tanks." Both brigades then had to be withérawn - natupally a
most difficult and dangerous nparatinngwith.ﬂtrnng forces of the
enemy in front and on the two flanks of Bullecourt and Queant
respectively. The retilrement, however, wss carried out in excellent
order, officers seeing their men through the wire, and quietly
following in rear, as a result of which I am sorry to any-thay
suffered extremely heavy casualties. The casualties 1in these two
brigadeﬁ in this day's operations amounted to 2,967 made up as
follows: Killed 231 = Wounded 762 - Missing 1,974, We then return-
ed to our origiral line, Noreull being on the left and Hermies on
the right flank of the corps front.

On this front the Germans delivered a strong attack on the
night of the 15th May, extending from Hermies on my right, through
Demicourt, Boursies and Lagnicourt, to Noreuil. I was holding this
front with the 1lst, Srd and 5th Brigades from right to left. The
position here is all nice, open, rolling country, while roughly

parallel/
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= parallel with our whole front,at a distance of about 1,000 yards,
stretches the formidable Hindenburg Line. The enemy issued from
thelr trenches and through their own wire, and as soon as I heard
of the attack at about 5 a.m., and they were coming on in numbers,
I at once said - "gapitall We ought to scupper the whole lot of
them before they can get back again." I felt confident that, even
though they were making a strong attack, it was unlikely that they
would attempt to establish themselves beyond their Hindenburg Line,
so I felt pretty sure there would not be the real heart in it, as
is the case with men who know they have definitely gone forward with
ﬁﬁ question of retirement -~ and such I am glad to say proved to
be correct. Thelr orders apparently were to occupy our advanced
villages - capture our guns - remain there for twenty four hours,
and return the following night. |

I may explain that I have been compelled to advance 2
considerable number of guns to what undoubtedly 1s dangerous
proximity to the German trenches, but this has been absolutely
essential to enable the fleld guns to deal with the trenches at
effective range. I always felt it was possible that the Germans
might make attacks on us from time to time, and in going round
outpest villages, I always 1lmpress upon every commander, from that
of a company to a brigade, that I shall never say a word if small
posts are overwhelmed by superior numbers, as long as they have all
arrangements ready for launching a counter-attack at once to regain
the positions and iInflict heavy losses on the enemy. This I am glad
to say we have been able to do fﬁ“ﬁhaaamiiku when the enemy
temporarlly got into Beaumetz, and agalin during this attack.

In the attack on Hermles, the Germans were never able to
get into the village, and a tremendous number of them were. killed
within a short distance of it. At Boursies they got into the |
extreme end of 1t, but were quickly ejected, ﬁhile at Noreull they
came within about 200 yards of our be»g brigade headquarters. At
Lagn#gaurtj'ﬁhﬁrafx.h@@htwu brigades of artillery, they got right in
and that igftha one point of contention I have with my infantry, - for
the enamyjr;gp allowed to get right up to the guns without suffering

from infantry fire. You may have noticed that the German wireless
claims/
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E claimed that they captured twenty-two guns. As a matter of fact,

| they blﬂwéup four 18 pounders and one 45" howitzer, while they had
prepared several others with gun cotton charges. One of course hates
the ldea of ever losling a gun, and had there been any question of one
being removed, I should have been iIn a state of fury, but I feel I
would far rather have five guns destroyed, than lose one good
Australian soldier, for the former can be replaced, while the latter
cannote. I

At this stage of their wﬁrk, our counter-attack fell upon
them with complete success, for the Germens found machine guns at
them everywhere from front and flenks, with a real good artillery
barrngé behind them. They then realised that the game was up, nnd 

| started retiring and surrendering all along the front. As they were
driven further back towards thelr own wire, I got the whole of our
heavies on to them, as well as those of the corps on our left, and I
think 1t was there they probably suffered heaviest, as the wire is
about 250 yards across, and they were able to get through it only in
the narrow lanes 1n single file lines left during its construction.
What they lost there we do not know, but we have actually counted over
25000 dead iIn front of us, while we took over 400 prisoners. Our own
total casualties, including all slightly wounded, are not o000, so I
think we mﬁy 8ay we are well one up over thise.

Fram.idantifiuntiun of ﬁriﬂunﬂra,'wa have discovered that
four divisions, including two of the Prussian Guards, were against us
- & total of about elghteen battalions, all the companies of some
belng ldentifled. Curiously enough, for some little time we were
unable to identify the prﬁaanca of one division, which we thought was
sure to be there, as we had no prisoners from it., Two nights later
patrols in pushing further on found German dead in a depression in
the ground, lying in rows as thick as the Turks were in that big
attack they made on us at Anzac on 20th May, when we nalﬁulatad;wa
hﬂd.killbdfagﬁﬁﬂn This, as I am sure all will agree, is very
satisfactory, and 1s some slight compensation to us for previous
losses, though I always feel that nothing makes up for thems

.;;E;%thﬂrd to imagine how réally delighted my troops apre at

the success of this counter-attacke I went up through Legnicourt and
Yoreutl/
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Noreull with them, as soon ag I possibly could, and it was
difficult to escape from the many stories of individual sctions,
which they insisted on telling me, while they were quita gloating
over the big bags they had madel

From now onwards the Germen wire and trenches in the
vieinity of Bullecourt and Queant were kept under 2 continuous
bombardment. We were given a considerable adﬂitinn to our heavy
artillery, which eventually uansiatad of some 30 batteries.
Keeping these busy night and day resulted in the enemy's wire being
completely cut. It was determined agailn to attack the Hindenburg
Line at dawn on the 3rd May at the seame place as the attack was
made on the 1llth Aprils On this oceasion the operation was
carrled out by Smyth's (2nd) Division, which had in its ffnnt line
the 5th and 6th Brigades under Smith and Gellibrand respectively.
e attacked with our left rather to the East of the village of
Bullecourt, that village and the Hindenburg Line to the West of it
being simultaneously attacked by the 62nd Division of the 5th Corps.
My two brigades fought their way well into the trenches, and there
established themselves. The 62nd Division, though attaining paptial
success In places, were unfortunately not sucecessful throughout, and
eventually had to withdraw to their original line, leaving ny
brigades holding a front of some 800 yards in the re-entrant between
Bullecourt and Queant. The casualties of the two brigades during
this day's fighting were rather over 2,000. Helding merely & short
length of treneh in thﬂ middle of the enemy's system, they were
naturally subjected to desperate attacks day and night from in front
and both flanks. |

ie had, however, commenced work on a good communication
trench the moment the attack was launched, while large stores of
bombs had been prepared as far forward as possible. As & result of
this, wer we were enabled to establish commnicetions with the
capturaﬂ paaitinn.wihhnut any great delay, and to keep the forece in
frunt‘wall Huppliaduwith.bnmba. Continuous hand to hand fighting e-
or perhaps I should say a continuous series of bomb fights ensued, -
vﬁry'muuhﬁraaambling the hard fighting which the 1st Brigade :

experienced when they took the Turkish position of Lone Pine on the
Peninsula/
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Peninsula in August 1915 The fighting here, however, was much more
severe owing tn.the fact that,in addition to thﬂ'actual fighting,
the Germans kept up & continuous and extremely heavy bombardment on
our flanks - on the whole of the ground just short of the line, and
on all communications, causing nacasaariiy heavy easualties. Nothing
daunted the men however, aund they never yielded for a second,

Owing to the cesualties and exhaustion in Smyth's (2nd)
Division after 48 hours' fighting, their brigades had to be relieved
by those of the 1lst, whe continued the fighting until they were
themeelves relieved by the 5th Division, who had to be brought up
from Albert for the purpose on the 10th liaye.

Among the constant attacks made, the Germans on the morning
of the 6th attempted a big and rather daring counter-attack, coming
in from both flanks to "No Man's Lend" evidently with the idea of
cutting off the troops in the Hindenburg Line. In doing this they
exposed their flanks to our reserve brigade on the reilway embankment
South of the Hindenburg Line. The attack from Bullecourt was made by
specially selected Sturm troops, and we afterwerds heard from
prisoners that this attack was completely wiped out, only some seven
men getting back in safety. The attack from Queant was detected
before it had fully developed, and was so severely punished by our
artillerj, that 1t never properly developed - which I regretted, as I
had hoped that 1t, too, would have shared the fate of the attack on
the other flank, |

In the meantime, the 7th Division of the 5th Corps had
relieved the 62nd,and made anﬂtharlattauk on Bullecourt, in which
they succeeded 1in getting the South Eastern and Eastesm parts of the
village. This enabled them to join up with our left, which
considerably relieved the situation. On the 12th the 7th Division
made a further attack on the village,with which we cooperated, and in
which the 15th Brigede under Elllott d1d extremely well, @apbmw
capturing 170 prisoners, 5 machine guns and 2 minenwerfers in the
South Eastern portion of the'villagé.

Our ﬂaauﬁltiea from the Srd May up to this stage amounted
to 209 officers and 5737 other rankse.
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It is aifficult for me 10 express all I fosl for the
magnificent brevery shewn by officers end men during the whole of
these operstions. The [ighting has been, I Tancy, as sevore as
any with which any troops have been fuced since the commencenment
of the war. Wever has wan flinched, while the greatest determe
ination and bravery have ever been evident. These qualities were
perticularly éisplsyed when the Geymons launched cme series of
sttacks after another on the Hindenburg Line = sttacks which were
carried out by the best of their pilcked troops, ané overy one of
which was ériven back with heavy loss, uhere all have displayed
such bravery, it may seem invidious to draw comparisons, but the
magnificent work of the stretcher-boarers has stood out most
conspleuously. Time arter time Llie Germans turned their machine
mmm-ummmmmrwu
mhmM-erunmmmMafm
hesitate in going on to what often sppeared certain death,

'All units engaged have come out of the fighting with
their moral at the very highest pitch, for all have reallsed whet
ammmmmmmm
troops, once they have come into close contact with them, When
we first started training 2§ yesrs sge in Egypt, I used to tell
the men that they would find themselves equel to sny half dosen
Germans - after this fighting I tell them that they can now have
complete confidence that auy one of them is better than & dosen
Germans soldiers. ihis I am glad to say they now realise and

- believe.

] .
. — s — e NS —— g - R
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gopy of telegram dated 12/4/17.
From: Commnder-in-Chief.
Y0 : General .m-

-

Please convey t0 the 4th Australisn Division my

sppreciation of the great gallentry shewn by them in yesterday's
operations,

copy of telegram dated 11/4/17.
from: Army Commander (Bth Army).
To 3 Ceneral Birdwood.

I fully appreciate the eplendid effort made this
moraing by the 4th Australian Division which s0o nemrly achieved
& great and very important success. Even though we have not
gained any ground locally, ke awmy I am satisfied that the
effect wpon the whole situation by the Anzac attack has been of
great asslstance. |

copy of telegram dated 6/5/17.
From: Commander-in-Chief,
Te 1 General Birdwood.

My warm congratulations to you and lst Anzae Corps on
the fine work you have done and are doing. The eapture of the

findenburg Line Eest of Bullesourt, and the gallant memmer in
7 which 1f h4¥ veen' held by the 2nd Australian Division and the

troops associated with it under Ceneral Emyth's commend ageainst
$uch constant snd desperste efforts to retake it, will rank high

Jﬁﬂ.g_mpntmawmm.mdmwmmw

- in wenring out the enemye. The fine initiative shewn by
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Ccopy of telegram dated 6/5/17.
From: Commander-in-Chiefe.

To : General Bilrdwood.

M mw W 5 Sw " wg " ol e "R = =8 -

My warm congratulations to you and lst Anzac¢ Corps On
the fine work you have done and are doing. The capture oI the
Hindenburg Line East of Bullecourt and the gallant manner in which
it has been held by the 2nd Australian Division and the troops
agssociated with it under General Smyth's command against such
constant and desperate efforts to retake it will rank high among

aore
the great deeds of the war, and 8 helping very appreciably in

wearing out the enemy. The fine initlative shewn by all commanders

down to the lowest 1is admirablee

i B
oy, Sale

L

T i,
ot
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T CABLEGLALl from Rt.Hon W.M.HUGHES, Prime lfinister of the
""" .-, Commonwe&lth of -Australia to Gen .Birawood.

; Reugivad 28.92;? -------------------------------

The Comnonwealth Government is proud of the musEmss

splendid success of the Australian Troops under your commend in

the battle now being fought, anu conveys its hearty congratulations

= — e ——

on the turther progress which has been pgade by the British forces
in Flanders. This is very gratifying, and ﬁa look forward con-
fidently to a final &nd decisive defeat of the enoemy as the result
of & succession of similar victories in which the Australian

soldiers will play their full part. HUBHIS »

LS R

? CABLIOGRAIl fron General Birdwood to the Rt.Hon.W.M.HUGH™S,
| Prime [Jlinister of the Commonwealth of Australis.

e e I I R R .

Despatched 6.10.17
' I have not answered your telegram before now as I have

waitéd for third phase of the battle now being fought, @nd I am
glad to be able to tell you Australian Troops have again distin-
guished themeselves greatly in completely successful opersat ions
' yesterday. Bearing of the troops has been magnificient, and

never hawe our men held th-ir heads higher. Generous congratu-
lations and good wishes of Commonwealth Government are most fully
apprauiatad by all of ué here. Qur casualties &re not excessive -
but naturally considerable, and we look with. confidence wo

Australia to send men to maintain our numbers, and finish all that

iB bhefore us. BIRDWOOD «

T I I I . B I R R R g Eeegee—p—

o o i,

| HITAMOG |
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AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL TORCE,

Headquarters, A.,I1,T,,

Att'd, 1lst., Anzac Corps
8th. October, 1917,

on 6,10,1917,

"WX,842, Desire to send hearty congratulations to General
Birdwood and the troops under his command on their

schievement in the recent heavy fighting, Delizhted to
learn that our casvaltiee were not severe,”

b REPLY sent on 7,10,1917,

"Yany thenks from us =2ll for your gemerous congratulations
Qur men have indeed done magnificently =nd are in great

heart, General Birdwood",

T e T I e e e r e e R R
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Gopias of cablegrams which have passed between the

High Commissioner for Australls, London, and the

G-U lcl- ] .&II lFi

. S - —r

Telegram Ifrom Hi Co gssioner, dated 111019176

"T am desired by Prime Minister, Mr. Hughes, To convey

to you the following message = begins - Large enthusiastic
" meeting pendigo citizens October 9th. unanimously resolved
- thet General Birdwood be communicated with and info med
' of the pride and delight with which news of achievements

of Austraelian Divisions in the recent heavy fighting

has been received in Australia - ends = May I add ay-

expression my own congratulations and admiration".

Reply gent on 12610619176

"Very much appreciate your most kina congratulations

Our men have indeed done gdmirably and deserve all praise
Please decode the following telegram and transmit the same

to Mr. Hughes = begins « On behall of the Australizn
Imperial Force I thank you for your message transmitting
the gemerous resolution passed at meeting oI the c¢itizens
of Bendigo. OQur men have indeed fought magnificently
Australis may well be proud of the achievement of her
troops and the men kmow that pehind them the people of
Australia in grateful remembrance stand resolved and united

‘General Birdwood".
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