5th December, 1918

By Lieut, A.J. Fell, M.C,, Permanent Supernumerary List, Late "C" Compenmy,
34th Battalion, Australisn Imperial Foree.

My Battalion moved up to the front line

- ark on th ght of April 30th, 1618, to a position immediately in
front of Hiely (Somme Sector) I was instructed by my Battalion Commender to
remain in Billets at La Houssoye, with other officers and men of the Battalion, to
fmnmlmln"ml.

About 7=30 pem. on the evening of the ?thm.lrmrmm
tions from the Battalion for Capt. W. Macdonald (esince killed) and myself %o report
to Battalion Headquarters. Ve accordingly reported to the Adjt. of the Battalion
at 9,30 p.m, At that time, my Commanding Officer was dining with the Brigade !'ajor
in the former's dug-out, and I did not see my C.O.

We were instrueted to wall, and during this wait I heard rumours to the
effeet that there was to be an attack on the German lines at 11 p.m. with artillery
co=operationi I heard nothing officlial as to this operation during the time I wes

A% 10,15 pem. I was instructed to report to my Company Commender, Capt.
Meliinmn, at his Headquarters. I arrived there at 10,30 p.n, guided by a rummer, and
he (Capt. Mcinn) was then only receiving his orders for the operation from Capt,
HoHe Perey, 1i.C., a8eting Second in Command of the Battaliom,

My Company Commander mede certsin arrangements through his C.S.l. regarding
the assembling of the Compeny.

At 10,55 pem. Capt, liciiinn and myself made our way towards the front line

posts; on the way I asked him for information regarding the operation., He informed
me that thﬁcwmhnthﬂﬂthmmm:,mﬁnup as follows :=

3Phhmlfm"c" Om'r. 34th Battalion
2 .. 34th " and

2 » " eeecsssssesse DUrd "

They were to attack the Cermans and endeavour to push them back to a depth of approx-
imately 500 yards on a front of 600 (?) yards. We would have the assistance of an

artillery barrage, and would have "D" ,Company, 34th Battalion on our left flank, and
the 29th Battalion on our right flank, and when we had taken the position, we were to
act as covering troops for 200 pioneers, who were to dig a line of trenches a little
to our rear, which we would then fall back on and garrison.

I would like to point out that I had never seen this part of the country,
and had no knowledge of where our own front line troops were posted; neither had I eny
knowledge of the enemy's position, and, on account of the darkness, had no opportunity

. of studying a map.

anuinlhﬁimandwnlr,mmiﬂngmthﬁfmtlm found two
Plntmaf'ﬁ"cm 34th Battalion, under the command of Second Lieutenants
ReSes Brown and L.S, mﬂlﬂl, already assembled, also two platoons of 33rd Battalion
mnmt.a.mn-nmnnmm,wlnmmn. TLe remaining
S Platoons did not arrive,

At thst moment the barrage dropped down on the Cerman lines.

Captain MelMinn then instructed me to go to a2 smll wood on our left and see
if I could see anything of "D" Campany, who should be assembled near there but with
vhom we had not yet got in touch.

On my way, I saw two men approaching our lines from the direetion of the
German lines, with rifles slung. I challenged them, and received the information that
they belonged to "D" Compeny, 34th Battalion, and were only them on their way back to
the assembling point of their Company. I instrueted them to inform their Compeny
Comander, Captain Beaver, that Captain Meliinn was waiting for Captain Beaver to
assemble his Company and to get in touch with our left flank.
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I then reported to Captain lMelMinmn, and informed him that "D" Company
were not assenmbled at the spot indicated by him, but advised him of the message ' ;-
I had sent by these two men. ’

In the meantime, he had sent amn N.C,0., and one man ¢ the right to see
if there was any sign of the 20th Battalion.

The barrage at this time = sbout 11,10 p.ms - Was begimning to slacken.
Captain MecMinn then gave the order o go forward. The none-commissioned offiver
and man sent to the right d4id not return.

i

Mmlﬁ“mtmw:ﬁ 1 officer and approximately 1l
other ranks, The offiger, 2nd Lieut. Brown, I believe was killed,

In going forward the Company lost direction (as was discovered later)
and went half left. This was due, in my opinion, to the darkmess and absence of
landmarks.,

The CGermans made two small counter-attacks, each on ocur flanks; these
were beaten off with rifle and Lewis gunfire. After an interval of about a quarter
dnhm,ommmthemtnﬁm,mdhdmﬂ, the Company
apparently again lost direction and unknowingly walked through the breach in the
German lines. |

After continuing for perhaps 200 yaids, we came across same of the wiecker
baskets in which the Germans carry the ammmmition for their field guns, and we knew
then that we had lost our way. |

Hearing an 1S-pounder field gun firing some distance away, we made in that
direction, and still having a suspicion that we were behind the German lines, two
scouts were sent towards this gun to investigate, and in due course returned with
the information that it was a Germen battery, and that they were spparently using

ocne of our captured lB8-pounders.

Ve then made towards a small copse in which we took cover, and after being
there about three-guarters of am hour, we were obliged to move on account of gas
ghelling fram our own artillery.

Wie then moved %0 a small wood sbout 50 yards square situated same 1,200
yards behind the German front line, as we foumnd next morning upom taking our bearings,
and remained there 11l daybreak. After deybreak we saw nunbers of ememy soldiers
passing from time to time within 30 yards of this woods and it was possible that
we should be discovered any moment; furthemmore, there were foot-tracks through the
wood, o

. S
A consultation of the offigers was ealled by Captain MeMinn to consider
our position, and the following points were discussedi-

(1) Whether to attempt to return to our lines during daylight,

(2) or wait till dark and attempt to retumn,

(3) or surrender,
These points were discussed, but on account of all ampmmition having run out, and
for several other reasons, no unanimous decision could be arrived at, and, at the
suggostion of Lisut, Reid, the matter was left %o the decision of the mexn, who un=
animonsly decided to surrender,

Steps were then taken to destroy maps, equipmeat, Lewis gun pers, rifles,
etc., and Webley smmunition belonging to the officers, was also buried, =nd at about
8 o'clock on the morning of the 8th May, Capt. Meliinn and myself formally surrendered
to the Cerman artillery.

mm.ummwiﬂmmmmmmm'unﬂm |
Divisional Headquarters, a little east of Bray, where some of the men were questionad,

After a stay of about 3 hours, we were marched to Etricourt, at which place
we arrived about midnight and received a meal of hot "eoffee", "bread" amd "jam",.
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and a half days after, the whoe party was sent to Cambrai, vhere we
in what had once been a ladies seminary. After 5 days intermmen
s the offiecers were sent on to in Germany,

e
,

1
E

At Karlsruhe we officers spent 6 days locked in a room in an hotel, and
during our stay there, were interviewed by am Unter-Offizier of the Germam Intelligence
Department, who endeavoured to"pump® us for information, emd I can gquite safely say

he was treated more or less as a joke, and did no$, I $hink, get any information
any British O0fficers P.0.,VW. who were in that hotel,

i

Regarding the interview I had with him, the first thing he did was to show
me a map of Franee, in relief, and tell me the movements of my Battalion from the end
of September, 1917, up to the ‘ate I was ¢aptured, He was right In every detaill, and
no doubt wanted me to confirm what he had told me - this confirmation he dld not get.

At the end of the 6 days, we were sent to the Karlsruhe Camp proper
(Distributing Camp), where we recelived am issue three times a week of English Red Uross
food, as supplies were on hand in this Caup.

Ve were at this Camp for one week, and en the lst June, we were sent,
with other British Officers, to a Lager at Graudenz, VWest Prussia, at which place we

This was a new eamp, and consequently we had to subsist on German rations.
received my first Red Cross food pareel on July 26%th, which consisted of two loaves
in a state of semi-starvation,

The arrival of food from Ingland at regular intervals put new life into me, and it is
irm opinion that I owe my life to the Red Cross Soclety for their ald,

The guarters at Etricourt and Cambrai were very bad and infested with
vermin, tut at Karlsruhe and Cremdenz they were good,

mmamwmmmmx met while a Prisoner of Viar

g._.
i
|
:
-
i
:

4

Vere ie
Captain H,H, Malinn 34th Battalion
» P,H, Auld, 50th »
Lieut. C.C, Dight, 24th liachine Cun Co.
" w. m’m ” " L
" E. Robinson, 47th Battalion
" JoEe Smith, - 47%h .
" Goodsall, 47t "
" Allen  seevsescsssesserese
- LeS. Meliahon 34th Battalion
T GeC. Reld, 33rd "
" K, Love, Aastralian Flying Corps
. Jells Jennings, 46th Battalion
" Kilpatrick, 19th .
Pte. Watson
Lieut, Vard, Australisn Flying Corps (who had been wounded but did

not go on to Graudenz with the party of British Officers)

{sgde) A.T. Fell

Liouts P.S.L, late B4th Bathe A.lers
Repatriated Prisoner of War |

(sgde) W. Paddotkeseessssliitness.
4, Lloyds Avenue,
LONDON, L,Ce3e
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« I wgs considered worthy of reward and also receive: the 11.C. and Capt. Demett,

0sCe "D" Coy, was mentioned in despatchem,
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