LETTERS OF
FREDERICK WILLIAM ROVWE
TO HIS FAMILY
1914 = 1915
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letters were written father (Prederick
Rove] madnly $0 his mother (HMrs. Hosetta Hove) vhile
active service with the Australian Imperial Forees
Pirst Vorld Var h!ﬂ::ﬂl). I have mmu
opes

ud. ,
o8 on to vriter's grandchildren,

» poople mentioned in the lotters are =
~ ﬂmmtmt-m'hﬂ
Rowe who lived at 8 Road, Coulfield

brothers Roy and Jaeck, alse living at the same

- pister Bthel, who wvas married to Fred Mollard, and the

~ baby mentioned is Keith (Bill) Mollard, my cousin, The
firm wvas F.V. Mollard and Co. Pty. Ltd., Mantle Manufact-
- urers, vhich began shortly before the var and vhere my

- father spent most of his working days.

- Jean, was Jean Talbot, wvho was living with Dad's parents
- at the time and whe later married Dad's eousin, Bert VWilks
- and became the mother of Charles Wilks,

My, Gillison was the minister of St. George's, Chapel

~ Street, Vindsor, who became a chaplain vhen the wer

~ commenced, Apparently he was a wonderful preacher and

- minister, and o service is still held in the churech each
during as o memorial to the battalion and to
man himself, |

" Many of the words in the letters bogin with capitals. In
- pome cases I have this, and in others left it, as
Dad used this form of writing. He also had the

My father was discharged from the army on 25th March 1916,
e had been admitted to hospital in Heliopolis w -t::‘ul
so e
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prolonged illness,

or this diseccse and wvhen it was found that they could
returned home and spent the last six weeks
amily. He died at home on the 21st June
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iy o,

Mhﬂﬂiﬂlﬂfﬁhﬂﬂlﬂﬂtmhdtlmlrﬂp
rosss Some of the boys have been sea sieck but so far I hove escaped
Mtll splendids I think I have found my sea legs. Helow

Rz B

dﬂmnihoﬂlmdmwmthmhw
 After looving the pier we sailed streight through the bay to
and we passed straight through the heads about 6.15 pm.
water vas like & millpond = tiere vasn't a ripple o the vater.
9,00 ve were ordered down below to beds It vas funny to see

p of the boys getting into their hammocks they would get half in
n the hammock vould turn then the fun would begine
y soon got into the way and by shout 10,00 they were all asleep and
n't teke me long to goe« The hammocks are very comforteble to
in you do not feel the roll of the boat a bit and by tightening
outside strands you meke them almost impossible to fall out of,
ay morning reveille sounded at 6,00, Ve had o rise and stovw
then wve peraded at 6,30, The drvivers turned into stables and
)¢ guoners did physical drill and we vere dismissed about 7.30 for
fast which wvas a very fair meal, vis, porrvidge and meat, butter
jame Ye fell in again at 9,00 the gunners doing gun dri}};
smissed again 9,45 for o smokej fall in agein at 10,00 for lecture;
again for stables at 11,00, then after stables dinner at
At 3,00 we paraded again for about 2} hours and were dismissed
M. then we were off for the day., This is about all the drillings
pnllnc we do so have a little time to ourselves new., Ve have
| and organ so have plenty of fun and the band also plays
jery nightes Ve have to do fire drill. Vhen the bell rings every
an has to fall in ot his station. I have %o rush to o horse end
.‘_,,.  him guiet, If the slerm goes at night ve all have %o put on
i itltn.
| Vednesday afterncen ve ran inte a school of vhales. Jack
puld have liked to see thems They were only about 30 yards off
# ship and kept coming to the surface to spouts It was o great
2 to see, Ve also ran across perpoises in the hundreds some of
Iioui 12 feet long, Vo saw a long shark on Thursday aboutd
longs It ran right into the side of the ships Some of the
ere beginning to feel it and one of them had to be shot today,
‘had pneumonia and got down and could not rise again so the Vet
dl he could, but it was no good, PFriday night it began to.
w but vhen wve got up on Saturday it wes fairly ealm again, There
l bit of excitement on board on Fridsy ceused by & collier

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG0000930



- -

: u on our port side going towards Melbourne,.
4 not on the trade route being about 25 miles further out
‘the ship erev were very curious to knov who she vas,
ammmmmm. Mrtul.—quutulud
%t a8 he is on a horse. hhthunhunmnht
‘all right again nov, The ship is travelling eboud 11
| M1luluutmmuummmnm-ut.
‘nov exhausted the thinking box, Toll Ethel she vas o beauty
tumu If she had been on time she would have seen it
loulmlhpmmumhﬂdm&,dnm
he boys. If yourself and the others are as good es myself you
e Vhen you have read this epology for a letter give it to
Fred and tell them that I am getting some post cards and
them onto them whenever I can as it pives me the pip
ite two letters at once. Tell Ethel and Fred I send my love
ummmumhnumummimm
__’_’*f ing along all right at the factory,
| goodbye Mum, hi‘llmhmmlthluiihm- Cheer
s huimmluhdqm'tmutqlﬂtm
Bbs ave good fellows, Your loving sen
Y I will write if possible before we lesve Albany,
e : ] m
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22nd Nove, 1914

8«5+ Shropshire
Aden

| MM ve are able to send letters without being censored
ﬂ“‘hﬂ authorities,; Ve had a glorious trip from Albany
- leaving Albany on Sunday 18t Nove, and it was a
to see the fleet sail out of the Sound, Ve did not
] at all, I suppose you have heard how the Sydney got
ﬁohﬂm ¥e received the nevs that the Emden was
.- the vireless stetion at Cocos Island and the Sydney
‘_i toar set off to give helps The Sydney gove ehese to the
| and eventually finished her and also the eollier, She
}d us the day before we arrived in Colombo with the wounded
ard, Ve orrived in Colombo Sunday 15th Nov, It is o
uti place looking from the bay. Ve had no chanee of getting
ore but ve onchored very elose in, You eould see the palms on
‘hills elso the banana plantetions and it mede us long to get
re and have a bit of fun, You could see the coolies and
shaws trotting along the resd and mov and agein wagens being
led by oxen, Fveryone is dressed im vhite cnd you will see
le going to work first thing of a morning oll dressed in
tes Ve hud some of the coolies around the ship in their
o They were not allowed to bring fruit but some of them
aged to smuggle some on board, It is curious to see them, They
1 come up olongside the ship and throw o rope on bsard them c¢limb
~ To see them swerming up the sides you would think thoy vere
» They were diving inte the water for moneys You would
il throw silver as a penny is of no value in Colombo.
r are very good et getting the money and never misse Some of
 were diving off the roof of the bridge for 6d, One of the
gors offered one of thom a sovereign to dive off the bLyidge
¢ refuseds They deo not value gold at all, I cannot tell
‘any more nevs about Colombo as I did not see inside il but
e t0 do so on the return trips Ve left Colombo on Tussisy
of the slower boats geing on ahead and the fester boals
ring later, Everything went right till 4,30 an on Saturday
dng, Then the ship gove & vielent roll and shook from stes
. | the collision bell rang and the vhistle blew and we
| put on our 1ife belts and vent up on deck to learn that we
been run into by the Ascanius, Fveryone kept their heads
foll in ot their right positions. The Captain of the boat told
pds he had never seen such a cool erowd in all his life

-5 L R
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lllllndmlotaw done to both ships, our ship
¢ stern all smashed and the poop bridge broken down,
ﬂhnmm;»mummp.mmmmu
rip in her hows, All the damege is above the weter line
rything is alright, Lvesything is olright on board and I
$op not having hed one duys sickness, Ve have all been
Lot tvahMMmmmmm.
your arm stiff and sore for a couple of days thats all,
hbed lend this morning, Cope Guardefuri on the north east
Africa end we expeet to roach Aden tomorrov morninge
Jtory have lost 6 horses up to dete mostly through pneumonic.
s been o couple of burials at sea off the Furipides and
off the Yiltshire, fSo far our ship has esceped and I
have had less sickness than any other boat, The lest
have been very hot end there is hardly any breese at
will never see the water off S¢,Kilde as calm ss it is

e is no more nevs ad present so I will elose nov and will
‘hmugttlu goon as we veaech Aden,
my love to Jean, Roy end Jack and best love to yourself
ad and I trust you are all in the best of health,
. Your loving son
| Fred

* 1 be home for Chris'mas and I will wire you as soon
A [eh m‘ '

e b
R
2
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Se8,. SHROPSHIRE
PDeces 4th 1914

i,

or Mother,

1 received two letters the first so far from you todey alse

| cards one from Fred and Roy and one from Miss Smyth. _

erived at Aden on the 24th Nov. having had a very good |
p Colombo, It is a very dirty and ugly and the country

ummmhtum.umumsmn.

_iﬂ' ‘see there is comel trains and filthy Arabs.
*’"ﬂﬂﬂ“lﬂﬂm"ﬂﬂt““hll- Ve

ved at Suez on Tuesday 1st Nov. It locked splendid from the

H,;;' Aden., Ve anchored about two miles out till about

i then we made for the Camal, Ve entered the Canal about ‘

) and as it gets dark very early we did not see very much of |

mmmcmunmumpimunm
Mntm‘mmaipmmmrdlmlm
w. The railway line follows the canal the full
its course, hplmlthum-ntmhhm
Mdnhthmmﬁtptﬂmlul. Ve could
m- of the Canal lined with troops mostly Indiam Sepoys
y cheered us as we passed. ¥e had a record run through
134 hours to reasch Port Ssid, This seems to be a pretty
the Harbour but as I could not get ashore I could not

ii is like inside. It is marvellous how they contrel
to the Canal here there must have been over 80 ships
ce wvhen we vere there. Ve left Port Said last evening
at Alexandria this morning, we steood out in the harbour
| uuwjutmruthmnumu-umn
« V¥e will then entrain for Cairo where we will have
s training before we go to the front, Alexandria
f-t. all right but as we have not been ashore I cemnot tell
hat it is like but will let you know in a couple of days.
MIM"wuauthuphuhudﬂmﬂry
o must close with best love to Self and Pad, Jean Roy and
: ﬂﬂwinﬂhlﬂtﬂMMMhlltMIﬂnﬂihu
l ut a chance.
E % Your Loving Son

Fred
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Mensa
8/e /14

Ty
Md on Saturday., Reveill e sounded 5,00
Mhn‘tmrythu‘ off the ship, by 3.00 we had
hing ineluding horses on the train and started for Cairo 1
‘avay, which ve reached at 8.00 at night. |
tmuntmmnﬂmmm"m ’
_ ':_ off by about 11,00, Before we started to unload we had
)f Cocoa and a slice of bread each, which seemed to be the
‘meal I ever tasted. Ve then left Cairo for the Camp which
*‘Mtioﬂh-mtnmuxmhnmmmm |
ghed there at 3.00 Sunday morning and got dismissed about
D, we were tired out having hod 22} hours solid work without |
m the walk on top finished us.
Mena is about 300 yards past the pyramids and sll you see
d is sand, Ve are camped in the desert and are walking
und up to the top of our boots all day long. I will txy to
e the natives ete. There are the Egyptiaens they are a
i 1t lot of men with » very Jewish Nose and expression and
omen are mostly fine looking and carry themselves as good
‘nuunm:m. The Arebs ave something like the Egypt-
Mﬂ different features. They have not got such prominent
i I think some of the girls are as good looking as any girl
ver 'seen but they are very dirty and live a filthy life.
¢ mmynnnwm“uthanmunmthaﬂlm
hey never wash their clothes,
mnhrhtrmathmtht&rab:mdmum
pigs. Just like the Arabs you cannot get within 50 |
m native village here owing to the stemch from it. |
are Soudanese in the Village as well, They are & good ;
esner than the Arabs. They are a very dark race much like |
and are very poverful men. One of them lifted a bex of
sshoes off one of their lorries end carried it for about 20
Four of us lifted it and had %o drop it after ve went L
$ 5 yards. They all dress much alike the Arebs and Bedouins |
ell., The Egyptian women of the lower class and the Arab women
‘th faces veiled you can only see their eyes and they have
» of wood down their nose that is only the married women and
antqhhmriﬂ. The married women wear black |
: 3 and those going to be married wear white veils, |
ﬁo native men of all the villages and alse in Caire wear |
all colors of the rainbow and mostly wear hoods over their |
h They are . very lazy and seem to live from day to day and *

_;#f-.r e

S

T LT
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tpect to be paid for everything they do.
ﬂl’ English gold and silver are any good here and you never
b full value for silver. You get 97} Piastre for one sovereign
*ﬁ;m is vorth about 2jd. Their biggest money is
jtre piece which is about twice the size of a half crownm
‘ean get a | Piastre then there is a Millime, 10 Millime |
- e value of a Piastre,
ﬁmmnm-uﬂnucuuu ntuwiﬂoﬂﬂuc
lﬁv native mostly old broken down places all patched up
s there are also groves of date palms and cocoanut trees
‘eanch side of the line there are swamps and miniature
i some about the size of Albert Murk lagoon. You see plenty
mels end donkeys alemg the different tracks.
We hod leave on Sundey night and went into Ceiro. A fov of
treets are decent but the rest are slums and in most gquarters
» 40 say a word you would get your throat eut. I have
hm;mmm-muummhﬂnt
ﬁtm they are like,
\8 soon as you put your foot in Caire about 50 kids (boot

) start polishing your boots and you have to dance to stop
ml clean them for a | Piastre. The town is full of
they will shov you everything for about one Piastre.
h Caire to Mema is very pretity especially from Gizeh
‘Pyramids it is one long avenue of trees with a canal on

side and from Caire to Gizeh you pass some beautiful old

ms and cross several large bridges. After you leave

| the Pyramids you have to plov through sand o get to
not been over the Pyramids yet a party of us are

over them on Sunday so I vill be able to explain them to
[Ahe mext letter.

1 Mo I wvant to cateh the mail so I must elese now with

ﬁhIfMMnﬂﬂanmmmm.Mﬁ“q
Ethel and Fred. Shov them this letter and tell them I
‘some cerds from here next mail.
Your loving son
Pred

——r— T =

1[

= ¥
5
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Miti
Pec, 20th 1914

lay afterncon a party of us engaged a Guide and a

Jnll went into Cairo we first visited the Museum.

",'_' is built out of Granite and Alabaster it is a
hulhl and at present they are emlarging it. They

p‘l Aneient Egyptian relies in it, there being ne

m'h at all, They have got some priceless ancient

m and some of the mummies date baeck 4,00 yeors before
M lwu got the mummified body of Rameses the Great

ed about 4,500 years before Christ. You con see him

1. 'ﬁl body bound wound with linen of course m are not

R

il touch as the linen is rotten and will erumple up %o
o The foce is uncovered and has sll the skin complete
"_'?p!ﬂim is vonderful, He must have been very old

@ died his hair being quite grey and is still on his

, They have got the Toubs and Mumnified bodies of most of
'__f' Kings including Cheops the builder of the largest

d his wife. They have alsc got the small sphinx's

the Temple of the Sphinx which wns supposed to be built

) years ago. They are vonderfully carved out of solid
iﬂ are each about 6 feet long. Some of the Tombs which
aced the Mummified Bodies in are beautiful being vonder-
out of solid alabaster and others are made of Granite
Vood, but of course the wooden ones are all decayed,
tombs have the different gods they used to vworship

n the outside and wvhem they put a bedy in the tomb they
wt different meads ond food inside, also a house made

tone sbout 12" big for the spirit to live in. They used
[ieve thet the Spirit vould come out of the body and feed on
s ete. and thon go to heaven. One of their Gods vas the
ieh they still hold sacred. The Very anmeient Mohomedens

» believe that the soul would after having fed would drink
dlttrfmﬂuﬂw. There is one lIdel in the Museum
ﬁn of a Cow made about 2,000 years before Christ - the
s are besutiful. Under the lead is the statue of o black

is supposed to be the dead man and underneath the Cov is
statue of a red man supposed to be draving the blood of life
 the Cow. This Idol hes o tomb in the shape of an arch and
the interior is painted with magnificent colors.

M have got a lot of Egyptian Jewvellery belonging to

yrent Princesses dating back about 4,000 years before Christ.

. about Fnglish jevellery it is not in the same street as
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Some of their Necklaces and ﬁmln are lovely and

V‘l"i
is alive with beetles called Scarabs these

and if any of the Arabs around here see you kill

praying. Vell in the Museum they have got

cut out of Precicus Stones some of them are very
'h' they are eut would be o eredit to any present

p went o the Citddel whieh is right in the native

Cairo. The Citadel itself is o very large fortress
Q-t three feet wide. I suppose the walls are
, as the 01d Melbourne Gaol in Russell Street and on
dl round there are medern guns, Inside this for-
s the Greatest and largest Mosque in Lgypt it is
Ali Mosqué. It was started in 1821 and vas
0o There is a beautiful Tomb inside the Mosque
) started it (The Grandfather of the present
“_ The interior of the Mosque is something lovely
on the floor about 1" thick and you have
wots off before .~
E ~ Page five of the letter is missing

~ coming to Egypt here. There is another mail from

. d and I am looking forwvard te one from you,
"F'ff ‘mention to you bbefore I have been made Acting

s when a vaecancy occurs I will be made full

h!mmnltriph It is not the best of
#hwulmtuﬁwl. How are you

u still get your bad turns. I hope you are not

pn have nothing to worry asbout. Ve are having
ﬂﬂl well -mmm&imhr-hmpuy

s but tourists., Well Mother I have no more

- i it is getting late so I must close, Vith

su and Dad also Jack Roy and Jean

b = Your loving son

= Ca
.‘__"'__ -'\-:.- Ej=

th today is the greatest day in Egypt
e 1 over from today.

Ll
..'-. _-'._
. -
= T
T
R
- i
- o -
h' 4
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MENA
Jan 10th
1914

* to hand dated Dec. Tthe It is the first letter
ﬁﬂi 5 weeks, I was beginning to vonder if I
N any at 2ll. I also received one from Aunt Emna,
M Jessie has o little son and that the boys were
” time over it. |
pll settled dovn in cemp now end for the past veeck
Pield Manouvering and start firing next week then
“"%--m-. I heve put on e bit of weight since I left
m veigh close on 11 stone vwhich is not too bad,
- excitement on last Tuesday evening. A storage
 is used for storing the drinking water for the
m a fairly lerge one made out of reinforced concrete
i.‘l was full up to the top. Ik made a terrible mess
ti burst it made 2 gap in the ground about 12 feet
1' feet wide it swamped the Engineers out and alse
m batteries of Field Artillery. It was funny teo
digging the Rifles and their belongings out of |
| m buried about three feet deep. There was a store |
B 4o f1ood and 14 get crumpled up $o matebveed
ll it vas either movered with sand or vashed away.
;; t & Mare in our battery had a foal it was not fully
ﬂl’ living a couple of hours,
 very quiet in Egypt here to see this camp you would
ﬂ ordinary camp only on a larger scale. 1 am sending
f photos taken at the camp here enclosed in this
h a rumour about that this is the last letter we will
‘home and from now on will send the Active Serviece
me os they are using at the front. I have got an ides
for some time yet as they have built mess rooms for
% suppose theycost about £50 each being built out
_':_r':!oll Ethel I have met Tonm Kerr several times and
remembered to her. The Y.M.C.A. have got several
ings here with a paino in each. (This is not a Piano
llltlu' but gives you a pain every time you hear it
ui of tune).
m pcd concerts here occesionally and we are going
“D camp fire tomorrow evening it is what we call
h will pick out about 16 names and they all have
:ﬂ get fined 5 piastres se you cen imegine the funm,

8. 8 s R N
3 L C !
= 3

ther here is not too bad it is very hot in the day time
te r cold at night end it never rains but at early morning

..I-‘ .-:'I d
i

J.. :=

_H-'

sae) faon

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL B RCDIGO000930



-2-

!.ri- the top of the Cheops pyramid it is s very
. you very tired. 1 also vent inside to see

o 80 erovded and the air so stuffy that I came
miuthmnghtnﬂvm' You soon get
!Mﬂrhmhﬁonm:ﬁtllntim

probably next Seaturday to see some more Mosques
hmw It is very hard to find anything
 about so I will eclose with Best love to Self
I!ﬂ.lm,hyndiukmdtmtmmﬂlun-
Your loving son

Pred

..
Fe
Cl

buy & Camera when I save up enough cash,

snaps here,
Fred,
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Mema Jan Thh

m Nove 14th received today also one from
_'“ Nove They went onte England and came back

very much deing here mostly the old Manouvers
ery has gone out on a Route March full Var Strength
h a place called Sekarre it is a very interesting
b very amcient temple and also the oldest pyromid
,”Tf_ have likedto go on the march myself but it

i remain in camp.

ﬂ' previous letters that I have got a stripe now |
so that is why I am left in charge of camp

umphg:hrl:!dmniﬂmm“lpm
firing. It might interest you teo know that the
ll the best Brigade of Artillery in the Camp we
ﬁn permanent battery from Sydmey and Vietoria
onel Johnston has told the Majors in the Brigede |
{our battery) is the Best in the Camp. |
smoothly and all the boys seem well satisfied,
'lh last mail & couple of photos of the Camp
wmutththayuanlluﬂitmn!‘wmﬂ
® have seen Colombo, Aden, Sues, Port Said, Alexandris
here is not one of these places to go enyvhere near
_you see of them the prouder you are of Australia.
m can touch it. You talk about Melbourne being
~ Let me tell you it is just like = Church compared
yone is full up of it and very fevw take leave at all
to visit some ancient places and ruins. |
Cairo vhere it is not safe for a white men to go and
for the Scum of the Farth, I cannot tell you
but perhaps you can guess what it is like some
*' s being worse than Little Lonsdale St. Melbourne.
aving supper with Leigh Price the other night you
in the Light lorse ve put in a good night
m ete. Aunt Emma was saying that Sessie Wilks
ﬂ that the boys were giving Joe a rough tine. |
of & sand storm here the other day. I hope we do
”MMIthﬂntnmeﬂ“!yll
le of days after. Vell Dad there is nothing to
Fl but I will be sending a letter to Jean by this

e A e e S "

T

T
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e - Your loving Son

Fred

§
=

ol 1

B - i
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Mena EGYPT
Jan 16th

B e s -

py and with it is a half day off so I will try
 fov lines of something that may interest you., I
ter by this medl to Dad ond Jeen end heve exhausted |
j;_ "sbout so you will have to be content with a ;
.:; “-# E
he boys have received Xmes cards from you and they |
kind of you to think of them, I can tell you we |
J??]'ilw‘llﬂl from Vietoria, PFoor old Lummy has not |
his people and he vas very glad to get any L
eived a post eard from Iona McParlane end also %

but I think o fev of your letters have gone |
them to arrive any time now,
%lhll card from Ethel . . about 5 minutes ago it i
 } gland first so you ean guess how long it vas |
;”'1IUHI from Australia at all, Today is what you
sl day there being no wind and the sun not too
being about 80° Paht, Some of the boys have :
of them are around the mess tables writing home. |
| next to me writing to his girl, MHe has got
'll one hand whieh he opens to find out what he is
4t is dead funny to see him,
f'ﬂ!o seoe Harold Seeley the other night he is looking
i; that he is having a good time, There are & lot

3 the canp so that makes one contented, I myself
-;i be vorse than vhat they are and I can honestly
ings are botter here than at Brosdmeadovs, I do
:. one in our battery who is discontented with

pllous how one settles down to the military life. At

one to be the game he lns been at for years end

'Tf; olse, There is & little canvas towvn of shops
tuny-nﬁt and you can procure aslmost everything.

R ovned by natives whom the military eauthorities

ses to and ve somebimes go over te some of them and

e natives just to break the monotony, |

illl have mere to write about next time as I am

to places of interest in Cuiro nexil week, So

Your loving son - 1
Fred

- Al
St o
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Mena Camp
Pyramids
Egypt
17/1/15

Christmas Card today it was a Bonzer and I |
you sent it. It was a long time coming but i
will eall it quits. |
ve got tons of Money mow that you are choir

it because I wvant to borrov & few quid off

you and Floss sleep together in the tent
are the Boss Cockey nov that the long fellow
getting on has she grown much I suppose
s run on Sundays to the Racecourse, I would like
h me we could have plenty of fun and send her

PRk

joy yourself if you were here it is o Bonzer place
not mueh to live in all your life. Ve might go
pdoy and If I go I will send you a letter and

¢ like. Do you still heve fights with Fred
ﬁmwm able to puneh him all round the

issell Thomas Mhnmthlt he would have
with the Bonkeys etc.

" } bed time so I must close with best love

" grem your loving Brother

. Fred
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Egypt
Jan 21st

‘received Ethel's letter saying that you were in the
‘a8 @ shock to me. I did mot think you would get
_;;rﬁilﬂi had a bad time of it and I hope you are
; I ves vondering why I have not received any E
’tu.but I suppose you were too bad teo write. @
;-n do not want to go getting ill, I expected |
all ,uﬂr attacks and %o be as goed as gold. Do not
ec: I want to tell you all about Egypt wvhen
expect you to be very fat because I know you
_ (the Meat inside the bone) but that doesn't
‘are guite well and keep in the best of health.
4 :Eiff ting today but it was not a good day for it
$he shooting wvas not too bad, The Virst Brigade
3’ the Three batteries from Sydney fired yesterday.
% is the Permanent Men hed first shoot they did not
fj : battery folloved they were even worse the
“ﬁr*f ve The Third Battery were not too bad,
'llti is us Vietorians fired teday the Sixta
The shooting vas fairly good we fired after them
ylloved us. The Major had a FPow VWow with us
‘%0 camp and he told us that our Shooting vas the
ine of fire being especially good and bringing our
"alse good and our time for getting the first

fﬂﬂ. All they had to complain about was & eouple

g S

o

ient cover.
‘you can tell by the writing I am just smeaking the

close with best love and trust that you are
g

™.

-

Your loving son
; Tk l
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o J 30th

veleome letter to hand and I am glad that you are home

that t by this time you are quite well agein., You know

h'hll these complaints. I thought you had quite

L _' S. 5o look after yourself because 1 expect

ved out of all knovledge when I return. I know you

much flesh I think you are of the Crayfish breed

bone) I want to tell you a lot about Fgypt when

ot ddsappoint me. I see by your letter that you met

n the hospital isn't it curious how you meet people,

‘$he Battery he is A Sub Section and his tent is

& §n. Nurse Pinlay is still with us here. She

vhere they have established a headquarter Hospital.

ng to Norman Sheppard it was only last night

put on the stremgth of our Battery. He was in |

s and came over to see me with Bert Richmond |

vo and he vas saying that he was full up of

anted to get into a Battery. So I spoke to the

% we were short of Gumners so he applied for a

ﬁ and arrived in the Battery last night.

aeross to see me and we see a good deal of each

# go and have & bit of Spert. He is just the

h has filled out a lot but still the same hard

R P you soon get tired of and as I told you in
lt not go in there much, Geoff Shepherd and

“h a place called Heliopolos. There is a Luna

b 48 like the Toorak part. Ve are told that the

ﬁl ¥orld is here so will be able to tell you by

4 h you can see by this letter we are still at

jely to be here some time yet I think and so are just

‘h Sand, %Ye went out for a Bivouac the other

¢ night in out in the Desert, We did not have much

l‘ the Camping fGround sbout 5.00 at night and

tted and everything secure about 7.00 then we

e and went to Bed. Ve did not get much sleep being

10,00 to dig Gun Pits, Ve finished them about

hﬁ again, Ve were awakened agein and at 4,00

. up the Teams and take the CGuns and place them
ﬂl‘ for the Dawn, that was the time the attacking

: business. ¥e left our position sbout 9.00 had

£ pecked up and left for Camp the Gunners having

way about 5 miles ard all through sand and 1 cem

S———

1l |

e e
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at! fied here and you hear very few grumble. The
A m-m but are very anxious to see the
 myself it is not half bad, The Officers are very
as easy os they can for us., I never thought
| M here as ve are getting, if anything it
pads ws and The Australians allow us 6d. per
" yance, There are 32 on our Sub whieh meocns

W g0 you see we live all right, Of course
, on vhen we get in the Fighting line. So you
h complain ageinst re food,
nt across to see Len Aspinall but he was still
tmmu in the Camp nov so I am going
we Stan Lister was in the Isolation
ﬂﬁ Measles but he is out again he could not
s he put on about i stone in weight and looks
5’*m he did there vas play football and he ;
the News for Present so will eleose with
" : and Dad and remember me to all the others and
" ree: her first Post Card yesterday.

Your loving son
‘fev photos which may interest you.
mich as all letters ore being eensored.

.I--

Ellae

R
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6th Feb 1915

il'hly'tu let you know how things are going
h possible, VYe have had the usual manouvres
;JI to the same place every time whieh is= about
;__ of the Fyramid, Ve do not mind the drill so
| to valk along side the guns all the way
2 to save the horses as much as possible and

1 is above the top of your boots all the time
& bit monotonous and makes you pretty tired.
hm things o little next week and give the

1k exercise and mount the gunners in their
% good idea from the gunners point of view,
'hill on Vednesday last but made up for it at
ihu‘l 7430 pm wve marched out into the Desert
ving ot omp destination about 9,30, Ve had
M’l spell then wvere told off into tvo reliefs
ﬂl‘lt relief going on about 10,00 and finishing
R relief of vhich I was one then went on
pits and ve finished up about 2,00 am, One of the
' he evening hed taken out a vwaterproof sheet and
¢h man and ve also had our overcoats so we turned
E our shift, there vere very few who had any
‘I. eold, I think it wvas the coldest night I

e« I laid in the blanket for about one hour and
: about for the rest of the night. There is
| ) with the elimate here which is the days are
l“ night it is bitter cold. Ve do not notice
in the tents becouse there is such o lot '
it very varm but you notice it when you
A and there is also a very heavy dew which does
The sleeping out does not do any hoarm and I
hardier in health since I left Melbourne and
A is saying o lot., Ve are still at Mena as
letter it being nine weeks tod y since we arrived
we will be here for some time yet. I do not Shink
camp wvho would not enjoy a move to some other

.

_ll.hi here last Vednesday in the form of o mass
jpers about the size of your méddle finger ond if
They settled on the camp in thousends and

tve hours then departed as quickly as they

s e
s
&

_i all over the camp for Len Aspinall but have not
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 him yet. I have been told that the Tasmanian
i the Kyarra are at a place called Meadi wvhieh

" of Cairoc the opposite direction to us, I
. $hat way next Sunda, and see if I can strike
get off for the day, Some of the Australian
oup photo taken yosterday, it was a great sight to
' in their different batteries and ought to be a
"' 11 send you home one if they are obtainable,
ol vanted some money from Melbourne, He did not
,_ I so we thought of & plan to save money. Ve
sr and he has sent & telegrom home for tem pounds
ﬁ, me and I vant you to give Mrs, Lister the five
you con and square the deal,
to buy a camers, films ete. not being able %o
j* W serev and I think o camera is a good investment
e Wuite a pumber of the chaps have got them here
besutiful snaps some of whieh I have sent home to
e to explain Egypt 4o you betier with a few views,

“'ilihn visit the camp here and some of them |
f of course) and we are always there to show
o and make their visit enjoyeble. I think before
us will be licenced guides. Ve are expecting
they ere very Chiec and wve cause a little
Eh shov some of these Tabs around the camp some
wte jealous. Vell mother I have told you everything
¢ so will elose trusting you are quite well -gain
ted from your illness., HRemember me to Dad, Jean
thel and Pred and tell them I will miss them with
‘and will make up for it next time.
K Your loving son
f Fred
_W_-'t do not understand shorthand,
ivs Crest in my hat

Fred

' m some Cigarette Cards next week, ,

N
%
L
&

3 B ™ -:1 ,i_

....
U
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Mena
Feb 13th 1915

g bter deted Jen 12 received and I am gled to
']f!.- nge I suppose by this you are able to

c y
i i_l_ 'E-" I' b

Now that you are getting well see that you do not
ou tell me to look after myself, I think it is you
'?ﬁn I have just finished a letter to Ethel and
48 very little news, I find it hard te serape up
_,Wi; aboute 1 received a letter from Roy in the
'8 lill in, he seemed to have had & good time up
;w, he deserved a good holiday, They look very
fe pants he is wearing, Tell him I will sell them
:? S8s It is a very good photo of Roy and I cannot
llpyti- they are as big as ever,
%, lvern Boys with us end they know some of the
!!i,'vill. It wvas & bitter cold night here last
% get to sleep on aecount of it, but today has
:_'!hli you would eall a perfect day. To see the
J0 with the sun shining on them and the mist just
-it[?!ll you it takes a bit of beating.
here is on inspection this morning and 2 helf
pon to those not on duty: 1 am one of the unlucky
_fi;ﬁ' got is not too bad so I do not mind, I am
fii trip to see lleliopolis tomorrow with Stan Lister,
$ | place and will be able to tell you about
)¢ of the chaps here have bought helmets they cost
[ am not going to buy ones If they want us to
ey will do they can supply them themselves, 1

.'..'1
L

N
s

ed on the ship on our way here vere replaced this
m around to see if there are any rough ones
A been able to get & rough ride ever since ve
our owvn horses are so tame that you can deo

illl up today with a touch of Influenza, I do
“ because vhenever you go into the tent he has
+'.1.ll dial,
th other day and visited the Egyptian Bazesar. It
| the street it is in is colled the Mousky and
ti'l&-ﬂ miles long. The natives sell everything
b to get, There are some shops there vhere
Perfumes, You can buy the pure essential |
whiff these places vhen you are about a mile
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rts you con see the native women making lace
lage it is some of it being very pricey.
every nationality of people that are in the
an to the Speniard, I do not think the natives
in all their lives as they are now the prices
wares are about 200% above the ordinary
are fools to pay them the price they esk,
od here for en Australian Froduet that
et here for Kiwi Boot Polish., Ome enterprising
weeks ago. MHe sold out in about two days
placed a contract with the Kiwi firm, There
h it.
o is at present so will elose wishing
est of health and best love from

Fred
the Boys and tell Roy I will write to him

v

b Pop and tell her that she will have to
%o her as all the news is in your letter
1 0 tell her.

1 Fred

&
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. Feb 19th
Wiﬁ
’Qp-ily'unﬁ let you know a little news but

‘l‘ll be much to interest you as things are

4
g

€.0. of the Battery went for a trip to

i about 10 miles from our camp (south

H;jf_ trip 1 have had since I have been here.
zl,__ in the morning and our route ves along

tvo miles and then along & large irrigation

iteresting especially when ve branched off along
T most of the lend along these canals are

f grov a clover here much like Lucerne and

stuff on every side. There are several villages
i is a sight you caonnot desecribe. Their way
are very primative, They make the bricks

s (1f you can ccll them such) out of Mud and
_; The rooms in the huts are only about 6 feet

. square they are very shy about letting any one
they come around in thousands as soon as you
- ‘as you are likely to get knifed if you are
*..*l.‘.likl ourselves too familiar,.

sf the Arebs mostly the Bedouins who live in o
_: H‘II$l are about 12 feet long and 6 feet vide

? feet high and one side is always open. There
Jﬁilllc fomilies living in ea¢h tent, I have seen
” each and when they go to sleep they just sit i
s with their legs crossed underneath them and

up with their long robes vhich they vear, I
.‘;L‘. you properly but will tell you all about

!Ii-ltlty'w- also passed several groves of
;; very well with the sun shining on them,

;fi are very ancient and are up to 80 feet high,
{i; 411 about three feet from the top and then
! vegetation, These palms are not bearing at

Qilll it took us as long to reaech Sakarra os
illi. this bit so I will tell you a little

T.. are three or four Pyramids here and one of
;-n) is supposed to be the oldest Pyramid in
{fr. are nothing to look at after you have seen
o But there is one great sight there ond that is
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8« They extend in every direction hundreds
_!_ﬂ the work inside is wonderful., All these
and all finish at a dead end and do not

| passages and vary in sizes from about
square and are all about 25 feet high.
jombs are decorsted with paintings of the

r used to hold sacred also drawings of every
‘used in those days vith the men working them
ith every color imaginable. These drawvings
ars old and the colors ave still there, Inside
e the tombs in vhich the Sacred ldels of the
These are all made of solid grenite and the

the Bull (whieh is in Cairo Museum), I forget
av brecker is about 14 feet x 9 feet x 6 feet
has all been holloved out inside so you can
other tombs have all got the tombs in them

_:-‘:, P Rl |
y sasy week here this week having only gone out
4% 48 about time they gove us o bit of & spell. |
ok the horses out to exercise in a direetion
but 2ll ve saw wvas desert so it did not
‘Mother, I do not think there is any more to
pe wishing you the best of health with best

Your loving son
Fred,

s Jean Roy and Jock also Ethel and Fred and
letter is for them also and do not forget to
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Feb 21

"..- r

'fi'ﬁ-l!;rlli.rdny asking you to forvard me ten
you think I am playing the game pretty high ssking
_'.'-*l am nots The reason I cabled for the money vas [
My & cemers and a good stoek of films alse
s and I believe ve vill be moving seon and mot
. often when wve get te the front so I do not

S

a week now so I have a good chance to see |
| but cannot do it on the money I am drawing.
| am sending for this money just to spend it

1ot has elso sent another enble for tem pounds
quarters of chaps in the battery have sent

" o

this letter a couple of photos taken by

got & bit of & Mo on but have taken it off
you about 1 doz, mnext week,

nevs in the letter I wrote yesterday so will
e to self and Dod,
Your loving son

Fred

- -i-',-'.-
T
» f

s

- e
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Feb 28th

doted Jan 25th received, I am glad to
again, I suppose by this you have reeceived

J:; I have sent a good fev to you also a lot to
pst came here ve used to buy post cards fairly

to pay through the nose for them, there hes
thems It is the same with everything. Vhen
| get orgnges for 10 for a piastre but can only
11" and everything else has gone up in the same
jney I cabled for has arrived it did net take

1 thought it would take a week or more that is
2 the eable, I received the money on Vednesdoy

& camera, I am busy nov learning how teo
!‘ takes photos 44" x 24" vhieh is a very

some fiims getting developed now, but
E:T_.’iildqy evening, I have forwvarded to Ethel
3 for baby. It is not a very good one but
like 4%, it is not a bad pattern and looks nice.
:%]Il‘tul about the way the Australian scoldiers
f: )8 in Vgypt. Mr. Bean must be a very poor
.Tlilli is all he can write about,

) start to finish and he has got himself in

gnation meetings all over the camp. The meeotings

e few officers have been in attendance,

oturned Soldiers in comp here hove taken the

'?:_}Iildln' a mass meeting this afterncomn, 1

nston is presiding, I caen honestly tell you that

" fl-m vell eonsidering and Caire has not suffered

1s In fact no matter vhere you go in Cairo .

ﬂn the Australiens get a better welcome than
H not kidding you on this subjeect as you can

papers published here, There are plenty
wve have been told this in front of other

i
o i
g

.
%: fov bad ones in all the troops but the minority
There has net been one defaulter in our

up in Ceire, I suppose by the time you get
the truth and then you will be able to

¥e are o fev fellovs in the Infantry vho coused

late leaving Caire for camp one night
fp'ntor car outside Shepherds lotel they all
drove the cor out to the campe Vhen

ey
3

=t
Gl .
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ip they left the car out on the road undamaged,
MM to Gemeral Birdwood vho is in command

& Of course there wvas a bit of o stir .
mm it wvas and it is e thing of the

'- w some chaps in the sixth infantry. Their

o) them on parade that all men who were short

m:h he said it did not matter wvhere

oy ru they got them, Next morning his own hat

yory hat in the Bathalion examined but has not

ia one chap in the infantry they cannot tame,

lln'ukl most of the time since we left

| lllll the other night and vhen the Guard
M his rifle leaning up egainst a telegraph

ﬁ. tent smoking o cigaretie and talking to

" dn charge seid - It is a bit of a cov this

ntry seid it is o bit, The Major seid do you

@ .- 8y the uniry sanid o bite The Major said

P how about @ Dif of = salute the sentry said

11 got my rifle and give you & bit of a present.

" at mlllil-. On the vhole the troops are
have no cause for ecomplaint,

I photos hy this mail, These were tuoken by one of

ol Fl hope to be sending some photos taken by

I have just boughts They will be the same

& fow post cards to Aunt Emma alsc one
ing in this letter a piece of poetry vhieh
ry has wrlﬁon about Ca)t, Bean,

all the news for the present so must say

d
ant | e

:!;.'_ - o

sl Your loving son
- 'l- -.; h.d'
hlﬂm Ethel and Plnd-
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d Almighty,
| ln's Stars,

- ‘f"
.

tralion,
; S e

y whining,
ne game,

orals,
;mf‘.' "Ul*'

th a smile,
all the while,

‘end Proper,
m b}_m.
s lil‘l\.l'.

Bk oy
B
-lul'l' 1.8
.h. - - ,
] e
- By
by hand)
U e

e its waters
4 smile.
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rt beneath yer,
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Mena
Mareh 8 13th

from you and Jean yesterday also Table Talk,

g nevs from home, I am glad you sent the
ot get many pepers here that interest us as mueh

.
#_ camp goodness only knovs when we are going

. sorts of rumours but they all end where they

the same here the only difference of note is
up in price, I went out to Heliopolis the
very beautiful buildings but the town is not
built for a Monte Cerlo. But on aeccount of

Ve fev tourists about and everything is quiet
.‘Nl at Heliopolis is said to be the largest

‘am sure it will take o lot of beatings It has
(u military suthorities and is new a hespital,

1t building sbout four times larger than the George
:, % mryihiu is marble, Some of the pillars
pter all marble and the vells end bellustrades

It is a sight impossible to deseribe you would
.;i'lf to reanlise hov beautiful it is, There are
lavns around it but these are getting cut

p is o mansion there (more like a miniature

ion) belonging to o Belgien, It has statues all
m have cost & mint of money and is by far the
p0e I have ever seen, Vhen Germany demanded the
';_Imrp this Belgian gave 2,000,000 so you see

! £ilthy luere so you can imagine vhat the place
IIH & Roman Catholie Chureh here which in

he outside takes o lot of besting but is nothing
about Heliopolis is that you see very few natives
{‘—' rich live there.

” of a French funeral in Cairo the other day
:-ﬂ one of the directors of the ’rr-nury. It vas
but nothing extraordinary. I picked up an "Age"
8 received this meil end vas looking through the
ﬁ death in Roeckhampton Hespital of Syd, MeNaughton
ied of Pneumonics A chap named MePherson from

ed on Friday from Pneumonia. He woas buried today
m. His coffin was earried on the gun

joek and a firing perty fired over his grave.

FE ‘.'"

1}
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*llil some more photo films that I have taken,
er as they ere valuable to me. Tell Roy
wl of snaps wvorth something to some
that he might be able to make a bit of
:,!..’.‘..1 a table centre and & couple of little
_one for Joan,

y post eards to Aunt Fmma by this mail, they
lllit lot I sent to you only they are coloured,
pding home any more complimentary letters to the
Ti—uy*!iulh time here and I would not like to

%a” !ill ‘where Florry Davies bpether or Len
%r: e several inquiries all without sueccess.
more to tell so will elose with best love
Jean and the Boys
Your loving son

Fred

1&0 pareel I have sent you as everything
)} sending goods home, I have addressed

she shawl is for "thel and the table

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL ~ RCDIG0000930



Mena
March 27 1915

dated Feb 22, I received yesterday, 1
irly regularly nov so cunnot complain,

) pyromids and are likely to be here for some
$o have moved off early lest week but orders
'?_ g the move indefinitely se we do not know

T
i

| before we get a wriggle on, Today is the
vor experienced., The temperature is about 115
i___ has been a sond storm all dey. Thank
1“; and ve do mot have to go out on parade.
| what & sand storm is like till you have been
4 !!l.flfb,ynrﬂl ahead ef you and your face
eut to pieces., Ve have got our kits in the tents
up securely and when you go into the tents

i up wvith sand, it is impossible to keep

jome more films of views I have taken here. I

T:i but you can get a print off the negative

r}_ Cormuck sent some photos home %o his sister

;,‘ them to the Ausiralasian, Roy might sell

f;ﬁihl different papers, Tell him not to sell

ti_ : only sold prints,

". less than 10/= dach for a print (McCormack)

fh;lf he happens to sell any he is on half the

) in your letter cbout gambling. You have

not seen & c¢ard since ve left the ship. One

in & place like this. Bert Richmond comes

wve often go te the pietures together, He

to you.

dvoreing his wife. ©he must have been a bit of

ﬁihﬁ is a terrible day to write o letter and

thn.vn gso I will elose with best love to all

od and Jean

g Your loving son
Fred

L R
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viGare
April 4th

ir Mother
_ Just the usual veeckly and probably the last letter I will be
e to vrite to you for some time as we are moving off this week
',3.bllinr- all our messages home will heve to be wvritten on
Eil service post cards so you will not receive very much news,
? Inndqr all the troops in camp here at Mena vere inspeected by
 Jan Hemilton, It was o grand sight to see us oll massed
ether in our different units, He came dovn the lines and
: d unit and section nnputniul;; ¥e then had a march past.
f'muld gseeo the Light Horse about 50 in a line marehing past
w ght as a die then ve marched past eight guns in a line
wheels &ll in a line it would have made o very good snap shot
;II gourse I had no chance to take one.
| about photos I will be taking to the front with me over a
dred films so I ought to be able to take a few snaps. I heve
it 50 films that I have taken but have not been able to send
1ihnnn. I hope the ones I have sent home have arrived all right.
1_ of the chaps here who have sent photos ete., home say that they
:  not reached there so I am going to stiek ¥ the ones 1 have
fpli not risk losing them,
?il our cheps a driver named Ghnrlii.ﬂutmun died on Tuesday
) frnm Pneunonia, He went inte the hunpitul on the previous
we On the Tuesday evening he wvas as wvell as could be and
all larking and singing but about 9,00 he said he had a
;}il=tha chest so he got one of the boys to rub it for him
e then vent to bed, About two or so in the morning he woke
» and in pain so one of the chaps vent for the doctor and
rdexcd him to be removed to Mena House but it vas no good he |
» rallied and collapsed about 3,00 am the followving Tuesday.
e buried with full military honors on Vednesday., He was in
fﬂ and we had the coffin mounted on our owvn gun and the harness
he horses was dreped with vhite, the coffin was covered with
';:1ln.Jank. The whole battery turned out to the funeral, also
" of old South African soldiers who were chums of his at the
’ilhr. The order of march was the Sth Inf, Band then came the
ng party folloved by the gun carriage then the pall bearers and
I ry folloving. It was a very impressive sight and I shall
i'!trg-t it for & long time, MHe was buried in the Military
| vhich is situated in old Cairo,
ry is ereeting a to b stone on the grave costing about
eh will be & very decent one for that price here. Yesterday
8 vearing kit vas sold by avetion and realised £15 odd, Of

ve bid ridiculous prices and the money that is received is
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) home to his little deughter his vife being dead, His mother
ﬁ- but is very old and those here vho knov her are afraid
';’h' will collapse when she hears the news, One does not

¢ who he is going to meet next in thb crowd, I went to the

i_ Guard tent to hand my pass in on Goodfriday night and

into Perey Reed from the Ford, Roy knovs him very well and
shes to be remembered to Roy. He is in the Fifth Battery
1fibll Mother there is very little news to tell so I will

e vith best love to all.

Your loving Son
Fred

}'-.'

6th 1915

 Mother and Dad

?!b are leaving Egyvpt tonight and are going to do our bit

'; and Country. Ve do mot know vhere we are going but it

b1 going to be a short sea trip end I suppose by the time this
c? reaches you we will be well in the thiek of it,

? lln say Mother is thet I eam very happy and well contented and
;ﬁ of the 6 in our sub section who will the gun
}ﬁ_.«f'ﬂhll wve first go into action,

s the first time Australia has ever been represented in any
with Artillery so we have got to meke o neme and God grant

:  do so and one that will mot be forgotten for meny a day.
 dn the best of health and em fitter for o rough time than I
?i;nr been before so you have nothing to worry about, Vell

I am just snenking the time to write this as we are busy

up se I will have to close wishing yourself the best of
also best love to self Dad and Roy Jack Jean Ethel Fred

*

Your loving son
Fred

iillrying your photo and the prayer beook in my jacket pocket
| Fred |
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Alexandria
Sailors lome

{_ltthir

" We have loaded the Ship the S.A, Karroo A.19 and are
w off tonight, Ve do not know wvhether we are geing on

lves or vhether we are going to anchor out a little,

no more idea where we are going than you have but I

it will be the Dardenelles, I have just received
1 it wvas brought onte the ship for us and was very
w 1 did not receive o letter from you, I refeived one
1;i!lrry”ﬂillon she is o nut,
yooived the Australasian it is grend to get some of the
- Jaek MeCormack is unlucky he had to go into the hespital
| ay wvith appendieitis so he will not be able to go into
jon with us, Vell Mother I have only got § hour and I
§ 40 seribble a line to Ethel so will have to eut this short,
-?! not say goodbye just Au-revoir so I hope to sce you all
1 Remember me to all my friends wvho you know and best
: love to yourself Dad Jean Roy and Jack,
just been called out as we are moving off at once. Cheer
do not veorry 1 nu confident that ve are coming through

right,
11 not be able to write to Fthel & Pred so give them my bl-t
p and tell them that I will write to them every chance I get,
ji: - Your loving Son

f% Fred
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:-l letter has been censored, but I am fairly certain that I
read vhat has been crossed out)

April 22nd

Mother P
Today I received o letter from you dated Marech 16th., I

roceived one from Jean, I om glad you are receiving ny

s alright, I hed not missed a mail up to the time we

, - and on the nirht we departed I seribbled a few
l'l_iﬂ you but had to eut off suddenly, a Sergeant coming

;ill Sailors Rest vhere I was writing and telling us that

;*-r wvas on the move almost at once.

jid not wvaste mueh time getting back and as it vas they had

: gpangvay up and had to lover it to let us on board.

of f Sheppard missed the « but picked us up o couple of
later. |

still on the ship doing the usual work that hes to be

pe vhen horses are = Duties and fatigues are very light
2 " are all in the best of spirits, Vhen we first came onto
» ship some of us suffered vith our feet, I suppose it was

¢ hardness of the deck compared with the seand vhich alveys

i' under ones feet,

are getting very decent food on board this lugger and is a
dfiin iiuh for us after the stewvs ve used to get at Mena,

fare & bit crovded but I can slvays find & place to lay down

d have o snooze so am contented, 1 will not be able to send

2 any more long letters for o vhile but vill write to you
enever it is possible to do se. Tou must not vorry if you
{ili heay from me for two or three weeks at & time as there may
!_h- o mail or it may be impossible for me to send any nevs,

i glad you are keeping vell and have got over your bad turns,
; attack of pleurisy must have settled them,

Ejl getting late Mother and light out goes at 9,15 so I must elose
ls brief note with best love to yourself and Dad Jean and the

Prom your loving son
Fred

my love to Ethel Fred and the Chip
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May 12th 1915

Near Mother

I received your letter and peapers yesterday and also a
letter from Ethel, I was very glad to get them and glad to
hear that you are all well,
Had a bit of bad luck today got sight in the way of a piece
of shrapnel and of course sbpped it, as luek had it it went
right through without striking a bone. I got it throu 'h the
thigh it is not serious and I will be back with the Gun in
a fow days.
I hope you got the rain in time it is wvhat we do not wvant
here, Sandy wishes to be remembered to you and Jean also
Sten Lister. Arthur Mann has been slightly vounded but I
suppose he is bock with the Battery nov,
Vell Mother there is no news so I will elose with best love
to yourself and Ded Jean Roy and Jaek, also Ethel and Fred

Your loving son
Fred,
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RMeS, " Mauretania"™ stationery

Parts of this letter has been censored, but
1 have manaoged to deecipher what has been written

Mudros
Lemnos Island

June 6th
Dear Mother,

I have been going to write to you this last week but kept
putting it off, I am going back to Gallipoli teday my leg
being all right again now, Ve were to have gone back yesterday
but no ship came in for us so we had to go back to the heospital,
} have had a bit of a spell on this island but it is only a one
horse town so we do mot see much life here, Ve had a bit of
excitement here sbout o week age a German Biplane flew over the
island and dropped a couple of bombs, Neither of them did any ,
:‘“Bﬂl. The avaitor must have had a very poor eye, le was only
‘about § a mile off the target.,

The s.s. Mouretania has arrived here with troops on board, 1
vent aboard her the other doy she is a benutiful ship. I did not
have the chance to go right over her but managed to see a little,
I have been trying to trace Len Aspinall but without any lueck,.
Noone seems to know vhere he is.
Jaek Orr has been killed he died of wounds received on the third
doy. He is the son of Orr the Groeer in High St, Prahran, I
‘have been asking after Harold Seeley but can get no nevs of any
kind about him, V¥Vell Mother Australie has played the game it is
grand to hear the way the sailors off the battleships speak of our
boys they canmot say emoughe I am not going to say anything about
the deeds the infantry have done only that they did in 20 minutes
‘vhat they were told would take about 3 days, '
1t was o terrible landing they were under shell fire and gun fire
from the time they left the ships, Faeh boat held 40 each and out
‘of tvo boats I know of only nine reached the shore, The men did
not vait for the boats to get right in but jumped inte the wvater
above their waists end waded ashore. Vhen they got on the sand
off come their packs and with fixed bayonets they charged the hills.
It vas a great feat and will remein in history for years, The six
bod 2 day tourists have made a name for Australia that will live
for ever. I am not in a good writing mood so will elose wishing
you the best of good things and trusting thet you are enjoying good
‘health also Dad, Jean and the boys, and give my love to Ethel & Fred
Your loving son

Fred,
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AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE

Dear '“.

I regret to advise you that your sen
Bombadier F, V. Rowe hags been reported wounded
1t is not stated as being serious, and in the event of
further information coming to hend, you will be immediately
notified, :

In the absence of further reports Egypt
advised that it is to be assumed that all vounded are

progressing satisfactorily.
It should be clearly understood that if

no further advice is received this Department has no later
information to give. '

Yours feithfully

Je B, Lean cﬁm

0. ’./ﬂ Base Records

Mr. Ve Rove
skdale Road
Caulfield (V)

'J.:f!l'
| e R
Of i
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Gabe Tepe
July 24th

Dear Mother

Your letters arc coming in regularly nov the last one
I have received was dated June 8th, Thanks for remembering
my birthday, I have not received the parcel yet but am
looking forward to getting it.
I never thought I would ever spend a birthday on the Gallipoli
Peninsular, Ve are still benging awvay at Jonny Turk but have
mnihhﬂllumﬂudlultllluhwldm
Xmas with you all at home in Caulfield,
Thenks for sending the papers. When things get monotonous it is
very nice to be able to get hold of something to read, We denot
get much news here only whet we read in the papers and this is
about 6 weeks old so you see we are a bit behind the times here.
You would laugh, if you were to see the way wve knoek about here.
1 do not faney getting in e 24" collar I think I would have a
stiff neck for a day or tvo,
The censorship here is very striet and there being ne news it
is very hard to write & letter,
Tell Ethel I am looking forward to the phote of baby and am
expecting it any mail now, Tell Jean I am just sending the
letters and eards to you nov so she will get all I have to say
off of you.
It has taken me about §# an hour to write this and I have had to
”lﬁ“h“’.t“'ﬂl‘t‘“-
Vell Mother I will close mow wvith love to all at home and best
love to yourself

Your loving son
Pred
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Gaba Tepe
Gallipoli

August 1st

Dear Mother,
I have received your ever veleome letter dated June 14th also
the parcel containing the cigarettes ete. and it was grend of you
to send them I ean honestly tell you they were heartily appreciated
both by myself and some of the boys. I am sorry to hear that you
have not received any mews from me. I have been sending p/eards
home from the first but I believe things got mixed up a bit so I
expeet you will get them in a heap. What a trying time you must
have had lately thank God everything hes turned out all right,
little I thought that Ethel would be so bad in faet I was os happy
as Larry woiting for the good news, Nov Mother you mast stop
vorrying about me I will be home before long nowv, Ve have got the
Turks well in hand nov and there seems to be & Guarding Angel over
me so you have nething to fear.
I know Mother that you are gled thot I ansvered the eall when I did,
You would not have liked me to be one of those who has to be forced
to gos Look what an honour it is to be one of those that landed
the first dey. There were some glorious deeds done by the infantry
and they vere run very close by the AM.C. I will never stand by
and hear an Australian Infantry men yun down when I get back, You
have heard of the landing from Ashmead Bartlett's aeccount so there
is nothing for me to tell. .
Ve have lost some of our men as yosu knov but the casualities are
very light now that ve heve the Turks well in hand,
I have just written e letter to Ethel and it is very hard to write
g0 I will eut this one short and try and write a bigger one next
veelk, How is Dad keeping these days., Tell him it is o long while
since I had a letter from him and thet it will get a great reception
even if it is only a couple of lines. You can also ﬁll Roy to
write and let me knov hov he is getting on vith the girls at the
Palais. Tell Jean she seems to be spending too much Hime with
her boys and it is ages lmilhunloiﬁrtrmhuhlmim
tell Florrie that I have cut her name right off my visitors list.
As for the splinter I think he must be keeping two homes sinee he
has been made Choir Master and earning his 3/6 a veek, ﬁnl he vear
~ his hair like all those other musical blokes. Vell Hnthd]lﬁ I will
Cut this letter short with best love to yourself and Dod Jém Roy
 and Jeek ond you can give Floss an extra piece of meat fni\, -'n;-.
Your Loving sen |
Fred
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Gaba Tepe
August 10th

Dear Roy
Your welcome letter I received yesterday it is about time

you dropped a line. I have been expecting to hear from you
for months past. I answered your last letter the day after I
got it so 1% ought to have arrived long age. Take a tip from
me Koy do not be too keen on enlisting, one away from home is
enough at present and besides your place is ot home. There are
plenty of other chaps to come away before it is your turn besides
you must remember that Mother and Dad are getting on in years
nov and they need your help as much as you can. I know it stings
seeing the other cheaps coming away and you not being able to come
but rest assured Roy yours is the bigpest self-sacrifice. I see
you have hed another go vith Miss Smyth you seem to have held
your own all right. I believe you Storry has been wounded. I
do not know wvhether it is serious or not I was just teld that he
was wounded,. |
Remember me to all the boys and girls that make emnquiriés about
me also the young lady at Felstead goods and alse the hands that
I know in the factory. Ask Kenny how the gee gees are going
and if he is vearing Diamond rings yet.
Thanke Roy for sending the cigarettes. I have not received them
yet but will probebly do so next meil, It is dam hard to write
o letter here as one is not allowed to say too much else the
lettor may not reach its destination so you will have to exeuse
this brief note as I have a couple more to write yet,

Your loving brother

Fred
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Gaba Tepe
August 15th

Dear Mother

I received your letter datéd June 2Tth yesterday it being
the first I have received for about three weeks, I did not
think you would know anything sbout me being wounded until you
received my letter ss I asked them at the clearing station to
keep back about a couple of wveeks, My letter must have been
delayed or you would have got it first., You know by my previous
letter that the wound was nothing and 1 feel no affects from it
at alls I am glad they have traced Harold Seeley I myself have
made several engquiries ecbout him but heve never met with any
satisfeaction, I do not suppose that Tom French has any idea of
coming awvay I think he would take a fit if he was here, I met
Fred Stageman on the beach about four days after he landed here,
He was . trying to get away on account of his gres (cold feet).

I do not know hov he got ons I oam glead Ethel is well agein, 1

am longing for the photeo of Keith he must be a bonny 1ittle chap.
I suppose he will be eravling before very long now, It is sixteen
veeks nov since ve lended here time has gone very quickly and we
have plenty to ocecupy our minds, The Turks are splendid fighters
and are playing the gome as fair as any other civilized race

could be expected to. I know I would sooner face them than I
vould the Germans. You hear a lot of tales about their atrocities
but toke it from me do not believe them. Sandy MeDougall and Stam
Lister are both in good health, Sand, got a scrateh on the head
about o month ago but it was all »ight in a couple of days and

he is dedging sbout just the same as ever now, I got letters from
every one ot home this mail even Jocks and Jeans also ancther box
of cigarettes, 1 think they came from Fred and the Table Talk and
Sydney mail so you see I heve got something to read for a couple
of days. Roy was saying in his letter that he wanted to come awvay
and you would not let him, I am glad that he is not coming there
are plenty more in Australia to come yet before it is his turn,
One out of the family is enough,

Vell Mother there isn't any news I can give you and I went to
wvrite to the others so I will elose with best to yourself and

all the others at home,
Your loving son

Fred
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Gaba Tepe
August 15th

Dear Bad

I received your welcome letter yesterday it ceme as 2 bit of
a shock as it is only the second since 1 have been avay but still
I know what letter writing is with you and Mother writing every
veek clears you,
I am sorry my letter did not reach you before the Defemge Depart-
ment notified you that I wes wounded they kept it back a bit and
my letter must have been delayed. I knev how mether would vorry
and I tried to avoid you knowing about it altogether but could
not do so, Remember me to Fred Clapham alse Sep Brown when you
see thems I suppose Sep is the same as ever; by the way tell
him that Berd Richmond is a Military Policemen in Alexandria, I
laugh every time I think of it., You know by the papers how things
] have been here and of the number of casualties we have had, but
| the chaps here are still as game nsever, The varships have done
marvellous work here and I ean tell you they treat us Australians
real well, When I was at Lemncs I vent aboard the Swiftsure the
sister ship to the Triumph and talk about a feed, Itmakes my
mouth wvater to think of it, '
The Turks are putting up & great struggle here and are fighting
very fair they are & splendid race in regerds to physique nearly
all over 6 feet and broad with it, I do not think they are treated
too well on their side and those that have been captured seem o
be very happy that they are avay from their own side,
It is four months now since we have hed & decent feed and I ecan
tell you I will not be sorry to have another though I cunnet
complein as I am in the best of health and net losing eny flesh
and am pretty hardy on it.
Flies are the vorst pest here but as the weather gets colder they
will disappear altogether, Ve never hear of o case of disease
so that is one thing that ve can thank our lueky stars for.
News is scarce Dad so I will elose with best love
 Your loving son
Prod

T T T e T T

i
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Gaba Tepe
Gallipoli

Dear Mother,
Your welcome letter to hand yesterday, It vas dated the

2nd of the Bth, I also received your parcel of sweets, pad-socks

alse a pair of socks from Mrs, Tiptem, I look forvard to getting

the letters from you ewen if it is only a short ome so keep on |

writing. It is splendid you sending the sock as I ves in need of ;

them and the shirts will be very acceptable as the weather is |

gétting cold and wet now, I anm getting mest of the parecls but

o few of the papers I think are going asiray,.

Bert Richmond is om shore here now I think he is with the 7¢h

Battery., I have mot seen him yet but will look him up when I

et a chance, I see by your letter that you know that it was not

him that wvas killed, |

It is a bit hot the way they are making N.C.0., Faney Charlie Cooper

being & corporal, There is one thing they do net hold their rank

vhen they come as reinforcements to the troops that are here now,

I mentioned in my last letter to you that I had met Puss Vassey

here. He used to be at Corniberes and used %o camp with us at

Mentone and Aspendale, He is 2 M8, in the A.5.C, end I manage

to get a few things in the eating line bakhsheesh, I have porridge

every morniug made out of wholemeal biscuits ground up very fine

and I ean tell you it takes a lot of beating.

Fred vas soying in his last letter that he was going to be operated

on and I suppose by now he is all right and about again,

I wish you would not worry about me it deoes not improve matters

and you will only be making yourself ill., I am all right here

and am & certainty to come back home agein, things here are much

different to vhat they were the first month,

The illness Len Aspinall wrote about was only trifling in fact

it was not worth mentioning sbout just o toush of gastritis.

I received a posteard from Mr, Scanleon yesterday, It was very

good of him to wvrite to me. I have answered it but ecould give

him very little news as we hear very little here, Vell Mother 1
will elose nov as tea is up and I am feeling & bit on the hungry

side, Best love to yourself, Dad Jean Roy and Jack

Your loving son
Fred

F
| |
T

P8 Tell Juk I received the button
and wear it on my cap. Fred,

TR S T T T e T TR Ve R
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Gabu Tepe
Gallipoli
Oets 13th

Deay Ethel

I received tvo letters from you yesterday without dates,
I think one must have missed the previous meil but it wes none
the less weleome for that, In your first letter you mentioned
about me being in the hospital the second time, that was only
through having & pain in the pinny "Gastritis", I Was back agein
in about 10 days, In your second letter you again mention that
Len Aspinall had written saying I was in the hospital the third
time., This was & close go, I never want to experience it again,
It happened about 4,00am, I and three others vere sleeping in
the gun pit one Dave Morgen was on guard, The first shell the
Turks fired a 6" howitzer came right into the pit, struck the
tyre of the wheel and burst., I vas sleeping right under the gun
vith my head almost touching the vheel thet was strueck, Needless
to say 1 woke up when the shell hit, I didn't know much for e
foew minutes, Tiny (you remember the tall chap you ured %o all
laugh at) pulled me out (he was in the pit at the time) and helped |
me inte the Trench. I woke up then but felt very seedy., Another |
chap helped me down to the doctor and he dressed the wvound I had
on the eyebrov alse a fow serateches on the forehead, He also
gave me & vee ﬂllp!buh it vasn't much good, I couldn't taste it,
To go on with the story I wes all right by this time(bar my head).
I went back to the pit again %o see vhat other damage had been i
done, In the meantime Tiny's merves had broken down and he had
to be taker %o the hespital and W, Collins who was sleeping the é
other side of the gun had his hair and eyebrows singed, lHe did - 1

look a character, The concussion threv Dave Morgan out of the
pit and he got his face knocked about o bit through soming in
contaet with the sides of the pit, Both Morgan and Collins had
their eardrums fractured, Bad I believe and vere sent away and
they are still away, in England I believe, My ecar drum was
froctured but only slightly, I wvent awvay to Lemmnos for treatment |
Mu-wsbntl#m-."Ithmugm'q‘nruwu- t
If you had seen the gun ;li after the smash you would have said 5
that it would have been impossible for anyone to get out alive E
piceces of the shell were all over the places The gun was smashed |
o good deal but thanks to our Ordinence Dept, we had it in firing
order agein before night, The gun pit was in a terrible mess.
Sandbags down and timber smashed all over the place. I tell you

my Guarding Angel must have been looking after me that morning.
The euts I got in the head were caused I think by pieces of the

shield, or some of the tools which were throwm about by the burst.
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Xou mention in your letter about Mr, Gillison being killed, You
know vhat o fine fellow he was, Roy knows vhat kind of a sporthe
wvas he has been camping with him, But none of us knewv the real man,
It vas here where he appeared in his true colors, lHe was here there
and everywhere always cheering up the boys and having jokes with
them always wanting to help them when anything was doing nothing |
was too much for him no matter what sort of e day he always had %
his smile up and in the thickest part of am attack he would be up
in the trenches with the boys helping them in every possible way.
e was the idel of the battalion in foct everyonme was talking about
hime If any of his battdlion got shot you would slways see Mr,
Gillison there first in fact it was not a common sight %o see him
streteher bearing or helping a wounded comrade cheering him up and
jeking with him all the time, le feared nothing, The grandest man
that ever wore a soldiers uniform was lest to Australia vhen the
Turks got My, Gillison, |

I have received twe more photos by your last letter of baby and :
yourself, Fred is also in one of them, Tell Fred though I mention
him last he is not least as he knows,

Vhat a fine boy Keith is, I can just imagine how proud you both

are of him, Mother tells me in her letters what a good little
fellow he ises I will give you a couple of lines out of a letter

I received from Aunt Lou yesterday (They say Fthel's baby is a
Bonze, I have not seen it, but I hear its nose is like Grand Pa's
Nuff sed). You cannot beat Aunt Lou e¢an you, The group & three
phliilil e splendid one of you I was surprised to see you looking

so vell again, It is also a good one of Fred vwhen he hasn't got
his glasses on.

The eold wveather is setting in now but thanks to yourselif Mother
and Mrs, Tipton I am well prepered for it and have also got a decent
vaterproof dugout so have nothing to fear, I am sorry to hear about
Les Sterry I think he must have had a bad time here, The sights |
ve see at $imew are not too good but we are hardened to them now :
h!uithyhnutﬂmyhimmnwnum-
I am glad to hear that things are so good at the faetory, low well ?
your stuff must be teking, I can see things looking pretiy rosy |
ahead, no more than you both deserve. Thank Keith for the almonds
and reisins they were tip top. Thank Fred for the ecigorettes. I
received twvo more boxes this mail, it is very good of you to send
all these things, Thank goodness they sre not going astray.

Vell Ethel there is no more I cen think of at present so will eclose
this letter with best love to yourself Fred and Keith and remember
me kindly to Mr, - Mes. Tipten

-
1
[ 5]
b
|
|
|

Your loving brother
P8 Excuse mistakes & erasures Fred
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Gaba Tepe
Oetober 13th

Dear Mother -

1 received 2 letters from you yesterday dated 22nd and
30th August., You mention about being wvounded again, I have
just wvritten a letter to Ethel telling her all about it se
you will be able to see it. 1 am sorry Roy has beem ill but
trust he is all right agein now, I received a letter from Aunt
R o o yesterday, she is a character., I mentioned in i
Bthel's letter that it was from Avnt lLou, you might correct it.
I have not been able te find out anything about Hareld Seeley. |
He might by chance be in one of the hospitals or even a captive A
so let us hope for the best, Sandy McDougall is still sway
sick, Stan Lister is also avay on a three wecks spell, I think
my turn will be next trip. They only take us to Mudres. You
mention about Mr, Gillison vhat a grand fellow he wvas, 1 have
t0ld Ethel in her letter what the boys here thought of him,
Thet is a bit hot about Mrs, “canlon and the£10, Don't ever E
send any. for we because I have plenty and am novw draving the E
extre money for the stripe. I got a letter from Sep yesterday B
it vas very decent of him to drep a line., I am getting the
parcels and papers all right I do not think many go astray nov,
It 48 your birthday next month so I wish you many happy returns,
There is nothing to buy over here suiteble for a wedding present
so I will leave it till I get home, Best love to yourself - Dad
Jean Roy and Jack,

-
S T e T

Your loving son
Fred
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COMMONVEALTH OF A 'STRALIA
POSTMASTER-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT, VICTORIA

B el £ SO P Ty

CABLEGRAM

Received
| | Caulfield
Eastern 224 Cairo ;;:: pm 31.12.1915

ROVE L
CAULFIELD |

GREETINGS CONVALESCENT THIRD  AUXILLIARY

HOSPITAL HELIOPOLIS
' FRED ROVE

L e [ hE e .

COMMONVEALTH OF AUSTRALIA
DEFPARTMENT OF DEFENCE
MELBOURNE 29th JANUARY 1916 1

Dear Siwr,

I am in receipt of cable advice to the effect that
No. 953 Bombardier F.V. Rowe, 4th Battery Field Artillery,
is veturning to Australia by H.M. Transport "Karcola" which
left Suez 20th January 1916, end is due in Melbourne about I:l
the 19th Febzruary 1916, |

It is to be noted that owing to nessible mutilations
in the eabled advice and other causes this notification may
not be correet pending verifiecations from the roll on the

Troopshipe
Yours faeithfully

‘l u' m. em.'
Officer i/c Base Records

Mr, Ve 'i Rowe | L
Takdale Road |
Caulfield Vie,
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AUSTR LTAN ARmY

CENTRAL RECORDS OFFICE

MELBOURNE |
Mrs., P. Vial

22 Fosbery Avenue Ry e !
CAULFIELD 2161 |

Dear Mrs. Vial |
1« 1 refer %o your letter of 28th March 1933 E

2. According to records held at this office the information |
that you have requested is as feollovsi= |

85746 Frivate Fredexigh Villion Rove

Enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force at St.Kilda
Vietoria on 23»d August 1914,

Stated on enlistment that he was bora at Balaclave,
Vietoris on 24th July 1889,

Allotted regimental number 953,

Embarked at Melbourne, Victoria with the Znd Australian
Field Artiliery Brigade per HMAS “"Shropshire" on 20
October 1914,

Served at the Gallipeli Peninsula vwith the 2nd Austrelian
Field Artillery Brigade. 4l

Vounded in sction at CGallipoli on 15 May 1915,

Promoted to the rank of boubardier at Gallipoli on
20 August 1915,

Returned to Australie on 21 Februaxry 1916,

Discharged from the Australien Imperial Forece in
Vietorie on 25 March 1916,

Re=enlisted in the Austrelien Imperial Foree at
Melbourne, Victoria on 12 May 1919,

Allotted mev regimental number 85746.

Embaziked at Sydney, New South Wales on escort duty ~;
for alien Priscners of Yar per 58 "Villechra" |

. ._
Disembarked at London, Englend on 21 July 1919, |
Returned to Australia on 13 November 1919,

m-m from the Australien Imperial Foree in Victorie
on 3 December 1919,

Medals issued: 1914/15 Star
British Var Medal

T

3, This information is released pursuant to Austreolian Militery
Regulation 770,

T R, T S

Yours sincerely,

(B.H.ADAMK
Major
for Commanding Officer
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