(CAPTAIN RUBERT CUTHBERT GRIEVE, V.C.,
37TH BATTALION, A.I.F.)

MESSINES.

Yhile events are fresh in my memory and after allowing
— for the excitement of the moment to wear off, I Jjust wani 1o jot

down a few of the impressions made on my mind both vefore and dur-

ing thias great and well organised battlie.

Por weeks 'hirbrl the great day, tremendous preparatiors
were ¢mi1nmnlr in progress. vorking parties were on the Job
each night pnpilring assembly trenches, digging new communication
trenches, putting in fresh dug-outs and generally doing everything
that proved on the final day that nothing had been left undone to
achieve the besai results.

Slowly but surely, so &a not to give any impression
of it to the enemy, our men, guns and material were gradually
wassed - our aircraflt carefully collected pmﬁgmm of the
enemy territory, and each night huge duaps were establ ished at
points of vantage behlnd the lines that ml& give supplies -
feeding the main arteries for the day of attack. These materials
sere brought up in ail menner of ways. By light railways, nﬁtor
wagons, horse and mule wagons @nd by men. From all directions a
steady flos graduaily built up these heart centres, and elaborate

preceutions were taken to disguise them fron eneny aircraft.

while all this was going on, our units with the usual
gria determinetion, guietly held the systen of trenches allotted
to us - and guite & busy time fell to our lot when our preliminary
bombardsents commenced. Shells screamed overhead sometimes only
a few at a time - neapriy ailways in great numbers. Jar trench
sorters day after day with adairable pluck and persiatence,
coughed over their terrific barsting shells into the hostile wire-
each day ceusing greater gaps to be wade until in dispair the Huns
gave up any attexpt to repalr t.‘tu dauage done, as is hias usual
custom each night, till finally his wire was no opposition at all -
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simply broken threads. To all ‘thin tremendous hammering w#hich
he received eagh day - he replied heavily, but in nothing like
the volume and intensgity of ours with the happy results that

= our uﬁnltu: were very few. We conatantily 1nrﬂed him at
night with raiding parties big and small - gaining inforastion -
finding out his strength - ildentifying his units, sapping his
sorale, and on our side increasing the wonderful confidence of

- Our men, He, in his turn, endeavoured to find out what our

movements were. Un three occasions he, after tremendous bom-
barduents, endeavoured to raid us, but on each occasion was
repulsed with very heavy losses - tremendously heavy during the

—~ second raid, Constant flights by his aircraft well behind
our lines seeking information were costly to him because on
nume rous occasions his machines never returned after encounters
with ours. At about this time we were taken out of the
line for a spell and occupied Regina Caap, This was a
collection of huts about a mlle or so behind the line and in a
very exposed position. Batterieas of guns were all around us
eand the noise was tnrrif:l:n. Counter battepry work by the
enewny a5 a dally occurrence end groups would collect to watch
the result of his shelling - which in numerous instances was
not effective and in one particulsr 1mttnﬁ¢ I remember he
fired 1500 shells of heavy calibre into a dummy positlion. 30
this war of exhaustion goes on - we of course do the same  thing
bat I beileve on the whole our counter battery sork is
wmonderiul. I think #hile mentioning thils camp I w#ill mtnb tc
our spell at the Catacombs. This was a wmondertully turmelled
home - dug out on the side of a hill. Here we had accommodat-
ion for a thousand men and a great many facilities not avail-
abie eclsewhere. The system of draining and airing these
tunnels wants greatiy improving - safety and electric lighting
were their only advantages. Altogether we ﬁtd & very happy
tise here and it was from this point that all our working

parties started of'f, ¥e aleo had another good spell in the
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Ploegsteert ¥ood shere we heard both the nightingale and the

guckou for the first tiae,

¥rom Regina Camp we moved to Rue de Sac about enother
1} miles back. From this camp we made 8ll our sreparations for
the attack. The work of .oup aeroplanes at this stiage was never
ceaging and their great daring and wonderful evolutions were a
source dt constant asagement to all ranks. Behind us were our
observation mlm - the eyes of our guns. Shaped like a
huge sausage and anchored to a motor windlass by a steel hawser,
tiese invaiusble assels are carried on motor lorries and are put
Wp behind our various battie fronta. In this inatance they
continued about 60U yerds apart behind the whole of our battie
front. From daylignt till dark they search the eneny's
territory and anything that offers a target gets an unme reifaul
tine, These balloons greatly worry the Hun, He maXes
gons tant and very um efforts to destroy our eyes. Hia
aeroplanes fly over very high above the clouds and then dive
froa space - firing when in a favourable position - ponetines
#ith good results - often unsuccesaful - finally to be :drivcﬁ
off by the fire froas our anti-aircraft guns which burst in
#o0lly puffs &1l round the hostile machine. It 1s a very
Ip.ﬂtflcfllll' sight to see one of these balloons brought dowm in
flames. The observers leap for their lives and land safely by
means Of their parachutes when the hostile machine approaches -
then when the tracer bullets do their work the balloon burats
into flames and burns flercely. All is over almostl as soon as
it tekes to describe it - a thin coluan of black smoke drifts
awsy - a fes ashes reach the ground - all thati renmains of one
of our syes, The balloon at Point Nieppe used to surfer Mmost-
the main r:énlnn. 1 think, is *haugunn it #as our most forward
one and »as a point of great -aba-mtiun towards Lille. Hext
day & new balloon would come up - gquite unconcerned, ready to
be the means of scanning the eneay territory anew. feveral

times the eneay tried for our balloons with a long range gun,
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but never with any good results.

It was whiie at this camp that we put alli the final
touches to our pians of atiack, Glose up to Brigade Head-
gquarters we had put down & splendid contour ground plan of the
country we were to attack and pass over, It was & splendid
job shosing everything - trenches, wire, trees, trench rail-
says - any points we had suspicion of - roads and everything
of importance. All this was worked up from aeroplane
photographs and observation post intelliigence reporis. By
neans at' this plan every man had the whole plan of attack

Bia explained to him, all questions were thrashed out and settled

| o that finelly all reanks were familiar with the exp-cted
surroundings. A complete overhaul of kit was gone through
and nothing was left to chance for the last moment. The plan
of attack was that the first zero was to be at 3,10 a.m, in
conjunction with the ipringiﬁa of the huge mines which had
been lying dormsnt for so long - waiting the lightning spark
that would liberate them from their bondage and allow ithem to
stretch their limbs in all their awful power. Then after the
firat attack there was to be a second zero hour 10 hours later.
This final atteck was O ndﬂnét our old o'i'iginll front line
sometning like 3000 yards, into eneany territory. I #ill give
later more definite information on the attack - these few
facts just give the reason roi- the elaborate preparationa we
aent ihmgh to nave everyone conversant with the events to
gome, Je hul at this time a splendid 1151:&11-- on the forns

T . or nrtillar; barrage we would operate under and ali the plans
made to silence eneny batteries. ¥rom this time on the eneny
paid very marked attention to all our back areas, Shelling
our roads and where he suspected dumps to be, and shelling the
batteries with gas shells. Jeveral times we had gas alaras
caused by the gas Trom these shells drifting towarda our
CRupPe 1t was most annmoying to be pulled out of bed in thn_

PRESEDY

b fi.
-
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dead of night by a large aonsgter that ultiantely turmed out to
be 8 man with his gas mask on., However, we soon got used to
this and was guite valuable to all because everyone w»as on the
gui vive for gas all the tiae, | |

All this up to now has govered the ground to the tiae
when #e were notified of the day and the hour of attack, so

really the points of main interest start now.

1 well renenber the news coming in code from Bprigade
leadqua riers. All the officers of the battalion were asseab-
led discussing tm plans for the operation, so its arrival
gould not have been more opportune, At lest the great day had
come when the opportunity to strike snothepr blow Tor the good
old Empire had arrived and the meeting dispersed leaving behind
urﬁr atuogphere of dwﬁt and facing the future full of possibil-
ities. Quietly snd with a right good will everyone got to
#O0rk to get all stores Titted out. Ye had only a very short
time - & watter of 2 few hours because we were 0o move that
night, the 6th of June 1917, from the Rue de Sac camp at 10 pm,
Je were all ready to move with an hour or two to spare and we
gpent this time talking over the future and at the same tiame
doing Jjustice to a good meal, The minutes gradually crept
round towards the time to move and at last after a heariy hand-
gnaske all round we astarted on our great adventure, OV
Company were to move firat, then "A"™ followed by "D" and "B7,
The leading company passed the starting point sharp to time
and we set out along the road towards Ploegsteert Wood., At
thigs stage the enemy commenced a very intense bombardment of
all our back areas with gas shells end dﬁmulm high
explosive. ghether he was suspicious of anything we don'_t
know, but if he was only after counter battery work, it was
the largest volume he had ever put over, ¥e first moticed

gas when we were twso miles from our systea of trenches which we
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were Lo occupy before the attack and immediately the order had
to be given that all gas magks were to be wmorn. This iun a
tremendous hardship because it nesrly reaches a point of
suffocation to be subject to continual exertion with a mask
on, vur men with great grit and f-Mleitw'lnﬁ~ln indonitable
8pirit which no one can deny them - stuck it out until we
finally got on to higher ground and free from gas., It was
frou about Regina Camp on that the areas subject Lo gas were

| at their worst and it was pitiful to see the horses and mules
affected by it - gasping for breath as we passed them, It wnas
@08t fortunate that the Hun was only using ges shells - had he
used shrepgnel we muld have suffered heavy casualties. B As it
Was our losses were extremely light and it was here that we
i08t the only officer killed in the battalion, Lieut. ¥w.F.
Kobertaon - one o the finest officers we had. ile was killed

| instantiy by a gas ohnll'whinh;ltruak him on the head before
explioding. Hany of us will remember how intense the [ire was
along the road just at the site of that old windmill where the
6th Battery had been knocked out previously and from here on we
had ;nr most heavy and anxious time. A little lower domm thnn'
this we were to atrike off on the Browm Route across a field to
gulcide Corner. No. h Platoon was leading for "A" Company
because they were carrying for the S5tokes gun crew, 80 we
halted them at thilszs pﬁlnt to load u;i the shells which up to
‘this stage were moved on hand carts. Jach man carrisd two
aand mu. #ith two shells in each, making an addition to hils
i0ad of nearly 44 lba, Nos., 3, 2 and 1 Platoons passed on
snile Ko, 4 was loading up, 80 as not to waste time and cause
congestion and by the time they Ilrﬂ.p&llﬂd. No, 4 was ready to
move, At this stage several most alaraing blocka occurred

. whieh nuﬁi:litntid fr-qgunt halts and it w#as moat trying to the

sirongest nerves to sit tight in this open field while it
actually rained gas shells,  They were felling all round ‘and

you could plainly heapr the snap of the detomator that burst
the shell sufficient enough to liberate the liquid that fomed

——
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the gas. Suicide Corner never more truly earned its nane
and 1t was a great relliefl to at last be on the move and past
1% Nos, 1 and 2 Platoons kept straight up the road to the
= - Catacombs and reached our sssembly trenches without sustaining
| any casualties. Nos., 3 and 4 followed the Brown Route which
led up and through the Ploegsteert Wood, Vords fail to
_ describe the conditions in the ¥ood. Shells rained into it
#ithout ceasing -~ trees were tnlltntl in ail directions and the
#hole pisce wag full of gas. The duck boards in meny places
were smashed to atoms by direect hits md'ytt. through all this
we uu‘ safe and uour;d and reached the light railway line that
= runs through the centre of the wood and parallel to our
trenches. Along this we went snd on each side of us were huge
stacks of shells and amsunition and among all theae, shells
uﬁ feliing. Imagination ran prife l__t.' this stage thinking of
ail the pollih:llltitl that might occur, but we only lost two
men, At last we arrived at the entrance to Heath Trench which
rans across Hill 63 starting from the Messines Road. Here
inﬂmr block occurred and se were held up for half an mr
.ltil.l_ under heavy rTire, At last we nﬁvtd and found the tmh’
biosn in in several places - trees shot amay and fallen right
scross the trench - but #hat did all this matter - we were at
last on high ground and could take our gas maske off and
breathe the pure, fresh sipr of heaven. From here On we were
also free from the shelling and hid the opportunity to square
up and see how we stood. Ve moved along ﬂ;!.n trench into the
subsidiary line and here took up the position that we would
occupy when we moved up to the attack. HEach platoon had a
given area maprked out for it and in thie beforehand barrels
had been placed full of water. Yhat 2 blessing that apell
there was, and all refilled their waterbottles »ho needed then
and then lay down 10 sanatch a few hours rest befoure the hour

Lo attack,

In a 1ittle tumbie-down dug-out I collected all our
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officers ‘lhﬂlﬂpﬁrtoﬁ to me that lli Va8 ':911. Thia report

wae sent on to Battalion Headguarters and we then ate what we
had hmght. for bmknut.lm had & deink of hot cocoa - made
on the spot, Seversel had a good sleep but the majority Justi
waited quietliy for the zero hour. |

As the time gradually appronched Tor the great effort
everyone was ready waiting for the hour to arrive that held
our fate in its hands. Cur first forasations were due to attacl
at 3.10 a,m, and at that hour the barrage was to open and the
mines sprung. Suddenly Bedlam was let loose. It would be
upﬁmy in words to describe the infermo. The sarth seened
to vomit ;nr- and was shaken as though by an earthquake -~ the
air screamed ghells and snapped bullets and above all was the
roar of the gm.'m crackle of the machine guns and the hum
of aeroplane propellers. To us #ho were not to attack for
several hours yet »as spread out a panoramic view of the most
sonderful battle yet fought and from oar point of vantage the
sork of the New Zealanders and ourselves could be plainly seen.
¥hat the wildest aind can conjecture cannot deacribe the
condition of the enemy lines under this hail of shot and sheli,
All was hidden by & slowiy moving curtain of dust - dust that
#as 1lit up by the flashes of bursting shellis - t.hain behind thia
slowly moved the kahki figures of our first wavea of advancing
troops. Un they went, eleaning up all npmitian and graduall
reports cam¢ in that all was well - objectives gained and held
and many prisoners coming in. Yhen our guns first opened up
all sorte of alars lights were fired into the air, Huge
rockets bursting into all colors - then they faded gradually or
sere hidden by the rapidly thickening dust cloud. In reply to
these signsls his guns opened and of course we had our
mnualtiu; with us in the subsidiary line we were mosti

fortunate, only losing t#o men wounded by fraguents. Then the

e s ) e e —
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whole earth was sheken by the effect of the mines., The
trenches rocked and trembled end I fully upmtid that they
#0uld cave in - the whole surroundings right along the battle
front #sere welirdiy 1lit up by the flash froa them. The
largeat mine on the front ¥as close 10 us - containing 20 tona o
of gun cotton - so I will endeavour to describe the effect of
this one. All were on the tip-toe of dmuuan for this
one 10 be sprung. Qur firset sarning that she was fired was
by sounde like distant rumblings of thunder - then gradually
getting closer - then di.mtlx to our front the earth was seen
to be rising like a huge mushroom - suddenly to be flung into
gpace w#ith an awe-inspiring roar and the eartn tresbled - to
me it appeared as if w#ith mingled fear and relief - fear of
the dread power she had stored in her bowels - relief because
it had vented its fury and al though she was sadly torm, its
menace was gone, This mine made a8 crater 300 feet wide by 90
feet deep and it was supposed to ve directly under @ huge
dug-out with accommodation for 200 men, Debris of all
desceription rained down with dull thuds for guite a time then
aii #as over. To say"still” mould have been guite wrong |
because the ﬁur of our guns coupled #ith all the other nolises

~of battie took up the din shich at times seemed to increase in
ite intensity.

Coupled with our 18 pounder barrage we had machine
guns everywshere and they spat death ahead of our advancing
troops &8t the rate of 60U builets per gun per minute., Our
18 pounder field guns were firing at the rete of one shell
every five seconds to every 25 yards., “hen I tell you this,
you can imegine how the ground was lsshed w#ith lead and gather
also what enormous casualtiss the enemy must have suffered,
Let me further describe the mind ,piﬂtuﬂ- of thia battle as we
gaw 1t. Juat ashead of the Infantry nosed twelve tanks
gquirting fire aiong the mu:f"tnmnu and butting into any
goncrete enplacements that held a machine gun, Awmay around

] A ‘
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the northern end ofﬁﬂalm: Ridge and tﬂvu].li'ng along Huns
yalk, surged about 60U Cavalry. Along the road they dashed
into action and it again looked like & war of movement, The
New Zealandeprs attacked the Messines Ridge and they looked
like ants as they swarmed up the face of the hill - through
and round the ruined houses that every now and again seemed
to wvanish into clouds of black-red dust as an enemy shell
landed with a crump into then, Behind us in the air like
g0 many huge grubs were dozens of our observation balloons -
satcning results and eagerly ﬁimhmg for targets for our
batteries. As the sun rose,rignt in the ordb appeared a tiny
grub. This was the only balloon the enemy hed up. lAater
on it was put dosn in flames by one of our airaen. During
the morning nhe again attempiled ia put &nother balloon up hut..
owing to some accident or fear that he had - it bol ted and
biew away behind his iines and was lost %o sight. long
pefore daylight, several of -our aeroplanes were patrolling
our front and ag daan approacned they mm to be coming
froa everywhere, paylight revealed to us the air full of
our machines, some flying high till they just looked like
bees - others fiying low over the enemy trenches firing at
nis infentry - 20 low that you expected to see them shot down
any moment., Then with daylight appeared the ominous hlack
puifs around thea - from the u.nm anti aircraft guns. warly
in the fight one of our machines had its tail cut off by one
of our o#n shells - but maneged to lend safely just in front
of the trenches where we were agsembled. I fully expscted
that thé eneay in attempting to shell it, would shell us, but
fortuneteiy all his attention was attracted elsewhere.

At last our time came to move and all our energies
had to be concentrated on cur Oown particular part. Moving
by piatoons in file Troa our ti-mnhan w#e went through gapa
in our own wire and aduncad tosards our own front line,

All this area was cut up by shell Tire and as we moved forsard
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the enesy spotted us and turned on a fairly heavy fire,
¥e had i few casualties, but moved forsmard unconcerned across
No Man'es Land (which is not a correct name because it always
hllanamd'ta us) then to the erosaing over the River Douve.
All the enemy w»ire had been blown to atoms hepre and proved
no obatacle at all. ¥hen our first attack was 1o be made,
parties were 1o carry out bridges for the attacking troops
L0 cross by and it waa hepre that the first bridging party had
fallen at their posts. HEvidently & shell had burst Just as
they had their bridge in position because they all lay there
dead - two of them had in their death astruggles still retain-
ed hoeld of the rope carrying handles., Thepre was no time now
to mourn the ioss of brave coarades, 30 we pushed on to our
iirsu objective. To try and give you a picture of a modern
battiefleld is an imposgsibility. It was from the time of
crosaing the bridges that we Just saw the actual erfects of
our own shelling. Trencheg and earthaorks wepre gone Ind in
their places were huge snell holes, wr'nﬁld.iirl, broken dug-
outs &nd dead men, This ia what met the eye all round as we
moved along and the first distance w»e had to cover waa about
5,0Uu yards, We passed several captured machine guns and
trench mortars as we reached his second line and parallel and
over a communication trench was showing the track of a tank as
- it waddled along cleaning this trench ap. Ve at last rilﬁhad
Schnitzeli Farm and its heavy wire defences, The eneay was
shelling this point heavily when we resched it 80 we eliher

iay ap in shell holes Or aade a detour to avoid it, The
oild fare which was to have been our main objective in the

first plens of attack was now max nothing but a amass of torn
and cruabied oricks. Benind this again »as Setnlehem Fara
surrounded by thick trees and hedges. 7The old fara house was
bloan to piecea, but round in the hcdges were nuherous |
cuﬁcrutu dug=-outs in the largest of which we captured a
battalion comsander and the whole of his staff. Xnemy
ghelling at this point was particularly hot and we had %0
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move on. Through this fara ran a light railway linking up
| litn. a large dump and running on round bth:lﬁd Meaaines Hill,
it wag at this point that Lieut. Leo Lit.tla. had to leave us
and go back to the clearing station - he had been badly

—
S S

gassed but #ith wonderful pluck had managed to keep going so

farp,

Just beyond Bethlehea Fara our troops who had gone
forward 10 the attack first were digging in. This part was
Known 10 us as the Bliack Line, Digging away for all they
sere morth they yet found time for a ssoke and a joke and
ﬂm; w#e arrived 1t was wore like a picnic than a battle,

—~ Here 1 assembled the company in the formation that we would
attack in and then all lay dosn for a rest and a yam. ‘When
I arrived on the scene, moat of the coupany were assemnbled in
front of the Black Line, but I thought it advisable to move
thea behind it. It was & stroke of luck that I did because
just where they had been came in for very heavy shelling later
on. ¥e got intoc touch #ith the units on each flank and
found that all ¥as ready for the final attack,

énile wmaiting here se had gseversal casusalties - one
sman killed by a direct hit from a shell which failed to
‘uplod-. Another man was nhit on the ara by a hu' fraguent
that came humaing through the air like a big top. The work
of digging our news line of trenches was well in progress and
se were only wmorried by shelling and the fire from a few
aachine guna. My officers and myselfl were able at this
point to make observations of our front and meke doubly
certain of cur objective, The re w88 no wistaking 1t,
because there sasg a lLow hedge mming straight along it
utﬂigr{t ap to Huns ¥alk. It sag at about this time t_hlt
the enemny commenced to mass for counter attack. We got the
word back gquickly to the ertillery and they dropped a
magnificent barrage right onto the spot, I learmmt aftersards

that not only there but right along the roads as far back
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88 Lille he was moving up troops and our artillery fire got on
to these as well, This goes to show the value of air
supremacy - our nﬁnhim: saw all this and reported - the
eneay had no machines up 'md as a regsult did not see us mvass~
ing. ¥e found out aftersaprds zhen se got up on to this
ground that he had been cut to pinaci and nothing came of the
counter attack. Ye were troubled by a machine gun ﬁmﬁr
to our front, but this was bLeaten down by the fire from one of
our Lewis guns., There was a certain amount of uncertainty
created at this stage by the changing of our hour to attack,
but when the hour came all doubt was throm to the winds and
w#e went siraight into it. All the other units w#ho were o
attack at the same time as ourselves were well into poaition
before it was ti_u to start so all ranks had a good spell
before the second attack. vur barrage that sas put on at
ie 53U pem, wsnen the enemy atiempted O counter attack ‘ktpt
going from that time on and shen our zero hour arrived aimply
spread out and thickened up into & wonderful outburst. The
confidence of the day's results was on us and as 3.350 p.n.
struck we were up and advancing to the attack. The eneny
immedlately put on a heavy barrage but it 7as ahead and behind

us. We found the #ire in front of Ulna Trench in very good
order but found several good gaps. Through these we surged
under a very heavy fire from machine guns sich became more
intense arter we got through. Here we suffered many
casuaities - the ﬂiﬂln of our Stokes and Vickers gun crews
vere knocked out and at this stage Lieut. Praser®did wonderful
work. fle brought the gun into action himselfl - located thn_
hostile guns and brought continuous and -ﬁcumtc fire to bear
on them, In this way he saved the lives of many men in my
company and his actiona were invaluable., lils gun was twice
knocked out and he mmr sounded and freed to retire.

| Htln:hu.- thn gompany #6888 held up by the fire from machine guns
‘ in & concrete building. These were put out of action by the

1 -':.1;3‘1
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aid of Miils Grenades sand the company were able to get forward
onto the nbjeﬁtlin allotted to us, e caplured t’lﬂ batches
of prisoners and No, 2 Platoon did excellent w»ork outflanking
& large number of the enemy compelling them to surrenier. At
this atage I w#as atruck through the right shoulder by a
gniper’s bullet but mansged to keep going for a few hours after
this, e gaﬁ the sniper #ho was up a tree abhout 75 yards
awvay. one of our Lewis gunners put & magazine through the tree

| and he dropped like a stone. The unit on my left was held up
for -mm hours and 1 endeavoured to help theam by pushing

- well forward - as a result of this my left falnk was well in

the alr but not dnngurm.lly. I was personally forced to
retire after loaing a lot of blood and after sending back
several weseages to forward Battalion Headquarters, I alowly
made wy way hmk'tmrdu.mr rear lines. To me it then
appeared fulli of risk because 1t was a bullet swept area and
the eneay was shelling parts very heavily. Several tines I
had to take refuge in friendly shell holes until an outhurst
of firing w=as niar and then push aon. Meny and varied were

| th- sights I saw whlle going back. Geraan dﬁd were every-

ahere but singulariy few of our own, Many of ousr boys were

walking cases and they were doing their best to help one

I another along. I passed several carrying parties coaing up
1:1th their Yukon packs ﬂllid. #ith samunition and pations,
Along the side of the Hl“ml Hill the pack mules 7ere
threading their way and all this just a few hours alfter a great
battie. The tanks "Hgﬂlnz bagk home after a busy day -
gseveral dasaged - one onfire and yet ancther lying on ita side
in a huge shell hole - completely out of action., On my left
& large nuaber of men were digging ltrmmnly to complete a
long communication trench to connect up »ith our forward |
positions, Further back, I came to out old front line and
shat a change was there. Hotor #8g0ns had come right along
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the old Wessines Road carrying nﬁglnunn' atorea -

amgunition and rations - further back parties of men were

filling in recently made shell holes in the road. Along this

caue galloping our eighteen-pounder batteriea getting into |

their new formard positions ready to haamer the lun anew,.

About this spot I found our casualty clearing atation but

they were 80 busy here and had aore serious casee than I, 80
| I ment out and had something to eat with two of my old men -
Privates %oodhouse and L'am - both stretcher bearers. They
had been doing nobie work alli day and were Just about played
‘out. From here 1 went and reported to Battalion Headquarters
and gave thea all the history of the day and suggestions for
further actions. I #as beginning to feel rather weak through
logs of blood so hurried on from here to our next clearing
station for treataent. Yhile doing this distance, which was
about lUuU yards, I passed through a brigade of our Vickers
guns all rundygin poasition to open fire should any 3.0.5. he
put up from our front line. I at lsst reached the dreesing
station and got bandaged up. Excellent arrangemnents were
made here for & hot drink and something to eat and I received
every attention from one of my old men, Private Gates, who wasg
on duty hezre. ibis dressing station waa just close to the
catacombs and I had to go from here across to where a light
railway wsas running. Hiere 1 had sevepral hours to wait
because we had no engine and the track was being repaired in
geveral places. #hile I was here, one of ocur smaunition
dumps ble® up - it was a tremendous explosion, At last our
engine arrived and our few trucks were towed off. Juast as we
aoved off it seemed as il every gun we had opened fire. The
noise sas terrific and,in the state of nerves some sere, most
distressing. I learnt aftersards that it was in response to
a call to help repulse & heavy counter atiack. Thies light

railaay fed most of the batteries round about, s0 you can
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jmagine it was no pleasant time passing close to them all for
over an hour. At last we were through them and getting iny
from the din and we reached a haven of reat in the shape of a
New jealand Y.M.C.A., hut. Here w»e had hot coffee and
biscuits &and then onto another medical astation wshere all
received an anti ﬁman injection, I #sas covered in dirt
and mud - ay tunic saturated with bdlood so I mast have
presented a pretty picture, I mas that tired that I could
have lain down alongside the road and gone to sleep., Ve
sere taken froam this point to the Steenwerck liospital in wotor
lorriea. I met L. Daff hepre and when I w8s at last admitted
to a ward, I found ayself in the next bed to Machougall and a
few beds away was Alec Fraser, Several Other officers from
our Brigeade were there also and we hed quite a good time yarn-
ing together. Tﬂuinl left for the coast every few hours but
1 was dead to the wsorid for a few hours iﬁ a very heavy sleep,

Next moming about noon T left by train for Rouen -ﬁd
aslow, tediousg Journey it was too. Je arrived late that night
at our destinastion and were guickly transferred to the various

| hospitals by motor ambulances, I never before apprecinted a
bath so much as I did there and afterw¥ards got intoc a clean
palr of pyjasas. I mas in the hospiitl for three daya and
.ot the joyful news that I was to sall the next day for
gnglend, It was a magnificent trip up the Seine from Rouen
to Havre and the river in the rays of the setting sun looked
an absoiute picture, ¥e asaited at Havre for darkness and
then slipped across the Channel. Ye arrived at Southampion
early in the moming and then took train for London. My final
destination was the 3rd London Gencral Hospital, Yandswortih,
and nere I will finish to take up my story afresh when I write
of my experiences after that.

These few memories of that great day would be
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incomplete 1f I did not pay tribute o the noble l;:t.inna of
all ay officers, N.C.0's. and men throughout that trying tinme
and it #ili always live with me - the honour and privilege

r that is mine to command such men, Their cheeriful dogged

I | tenacity coming through the ﬁn - their wonderful bravery
under the heaviest fire was a marvel to me - fear is hatxpnrt
of their composition, and their discipline was sonderful.
pages could be written about thea but words fail me - swanped
with idninum. we will do honour to our fallen comrades
by renewed efforts - spurred on by their apirit which is ever

present with us.

As time and opportunity offers, I will write of ny
happy time in hospital and during leave and of the continual
kindnesaes showered on me - wonderful u_md of a whole-heartedness
beyond description. The world knows the result of this great
battle - how all objectives were gained - some after very stirff
fighting - others with less opposition and all at o trouendous—
ly heavy price to the Hun, This victory was the fore-runner
of the great victories that have followed aince, and goes to
orove the superiority of our organisation, our men and our
guns - all leading to the one sure end - the final overthrow
of the Hn_n-
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