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TELEPHONE :
CENTRAL 4780.

PB /TR

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS
TO "THE SECRETARY."

lirs. M, Barr,
Larne , |
IRELAND,

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE,

BASE RECORDS OFFICE, A: I, F,,
MELBOURNE., 10th July, 1918,

Dear ladam ’

1 have much pleasure in forwarding hereunder
copy of extract from Fourth Supplement No. 30498 to the
London Gazette dated 25th .January,‘ 1918, relating to the
conspicuous Eerviceg; rendered by your son, the late No, 337

Sergeant (temporary) H, Barr, 44th Battalion.

AVARDED THE MILITARY MEDAL

- W T R W W s, S S S S e R S gy W S

"HIS MAJESTY THE KING has been graciously
pleased to approve of the award of the Military Medal
for bravery in the field of the undermentioned Non-
commissioned Officer:=

Ne. 337 Lance-Sergeant H. BARR, "

Ihe above has been promulgated in Commonwealth
of Australie Gazette, No. 95 dated 27th June, 1918.

Yours faithfully,

g/%%(”/j{r’fﬁ"/ Captain.

for Officer i/c Base Records.
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12/11/284 "
<5 June 1927,

HI‘B- ‘I hw'
- 1, Balneum Terrace,
Larne uarbour,

irelend,
Dear MHadeg,

The Australiasn War Memorial Museum, containing as it does
the written records, the pictures, and the relics of Australia's
forces which served in the Great var, has been established by Act
of pParliement of the Commonwealih as the national memorial to those
who fell or died in this country's service during thet struggle,

A certain portion of these records, comprizing pictures, officlal
photogrephs, models, and rellcs, has for the last five years been
e*nibited in Melbourne and Sydney, but the whole will later be
brought together and permenently housed at the Federal Capitel,
Canberrs, in & monunentsl bullding, plsmse for which mre now being
determined, ‘

In the library of the "Wwar Museum" there ere preserved
the written records - that is to say, the ware.diaries of the A.l1.F,
as they were written up from day to day in the field, the signal
messages written in battle, the correspondence files, meps, aire
photographs, naval rscords, and other officlel documents, es well
as copies of most books or publications of both sides whieh touch
or have a direct bearing on the work of the Austrejian forces,
nevwspaper flles for the years 1914-1918, and a number of private
diaries and letters -~ all of which are now being used by the
of ficial nistoriens, and will through the coming centuries be the
main source of information for students and for those writing of
Australia's wereeffort, | |

Meny living officers and men who served in the army and
navy have given their private war-records into the custody of the
Memorial library, and the collection is still growing week by week,
Bat in respect of the records of thnose wno died, it is not suffice
iently representative; and, as these &re the men and women to whom
the War Memorial 16 dedicaied and whose great service it will for
all time comnmemorate, 1t is especially fitting that every effort
Should be made to collect and worthily preserve their papers and
letters, The Australian soldier and sallor frequently recorded in
als diery or in his homeeleétters indications of the thoughts, hopes,
and fears which were then uppermost in his mind, and deseriptions
of his own end others' work and ections, These pepers are often
the most valueble human documnents, bearing evidence of supreme
effort and endurance in circumstances of which, unfortunately, there
is in many ceses nowadays practically no other evisting record, It
is apparent, from the letters and diaries which have already come
into the keeplng of the .ar Memorial library, that in meny homes

there mist evist numerocus letters and other ers which
data of importsnce and value, e o

It has therefore been decided to ask the relatives of
somé of those who gave thelr lives if they would kindly sgree to
present to the Wer Memorial library now, or begqueati to it later,
any such documents in their possession, For this reaeson I am
Writing to inquire whether you cam see your wey to contribute to
the Memorisl the letters received from your son, the late Hugh Bary,
during the whole of his service with the A.l1.,F., or any other

relevant papers, diaries, meps, photograpiis, etc, it is of course
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. Nrs. M, Barr. | 2,

recognized that these documents are very precious to you, being iIn
the nature of cherished herilooms which, if kept in your family,
cannot fail to inspire future generations with e spirit of devotionm
and lolr-lurifiu end a determination also to serve their country
nwell. On the other hand 1t may perhaps be reasonably held that,

if included in a library such as the one being formed by the
Austrelian Wer Memorial, they will be of even greater value to
Australia and the world st lerge, and, in the long run, more tenderly
and carefully preserved, -

In the case of letters it is also realized that they must
contain much of & private end femlily neture. The documents in the
war Memoriel 1ibrery, hnowever, include meny confidnetiel Stste
papers, and are well guarded, "and only to be inspected by historians
on conditions strictly laid do‘ln. Tlu confidence imposed by these
conditions hes never been and is never likely to be broken,

if you declide that you are unable to part with these prie-
vate records, et least for the present, might I suggest that you
will be goad enough to allow the Var icmorisis i hrtry to copy or to
méke eviracts from them? in that case all Ca¥e will be tsken of tn
them, and they shall be returned to you iithnr separately or to=-
gether, as you wish, as soon as the work of copying hes been
EMJ.“HU

| in addition, you mey know of inumntj.ng letters written
b{ your son to others of his relations or friends, and sibly
11l preserved, wnich might sultably find a pllct in the Wapy

Eanmr.i.al uullant.ian. The Ver jMemorial Board would be grateful if
you would assist it Dy sending to me the names and addresses of any
friends who would be likely to present such lstters,

Yours falthfully,

Director,
fustralian %er Memorial.

A

La;tar sent in respect of 337 Sergeant H. Barr, MsMo, 44th Battalion, AIF,
who on 13 October 1917 was killed 1in action in the Third Battle of Ypres,
bthar biographical details concerning him are: seaman (on the Western
sustrelian Government steamer "Western Australia"); of Fremantle, W.Austy;
born Larme, Iféland; educated st Olderfleet National school, Larne;

came to Austrelia at the age of 24-25; enlisted in the A,I.,F. on 18
Jepuary 1916; age at tima of death, 29=30,

Alterpative address: c/o Miss Irwin,
5, Chelmsford Avenuse,

Lerne Harbour,
Ireland,
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