(A cousin of Major HcCree, Lieutenent William Arthur McCmae Bruce

of the Indian Army, was killed in action at Gilvenchy (France) in
1914, Five years later the Victoria Cross was sent to his fithgr .
golonel Andrew McCreae bruce, C.B.)

BIOGRAPHICAL DETAILS CONCERNING THE McCRAE FAMILY,

(Teken from Jose's Australien Encyclopeedia,
published in 1926)

"George Gordon mcCrae (father of Mejor Mclrae), born at iLeith in
Scotland on 29 May 1833, 1s the son of Andrew Wurison lcCrae,
writer to the signet, who in 1839 at the suggestion of his friend
Sir T.L. Mitehell migrated to Sydney, but settled almost at once
in the new township of Melbourne. The famlily reached Melbourne
on 1 March 1841, end Andrew McCrae took up land for a cattle-run
near Arthur's saat. After a short evperience of commercial end
banking work, G,.G. McCrae on 1 January 1854 entered the office of
the victcriln Auditor-general, and after promotions through
several Government departments reached the position of deputy
reglstrar-general, from which he retired, having reached the
statutory age~limit, in 18983. He has linco liv&d in retirement
at Hewthorm, & suburb of Melbourne, McCrae's chief service to
hie country, however, has been rendered outside his official 1ife,
Joining during the sirties the coterie of literary men « R,H.
Horne, Marcus Clarke - who founded the Yorick Club, made tne
reputation of the Colonial Monthly, and attrécted into their circle
both Adem Lindsay Gordon an nry Kendall, he begen to devote his
lelsure to authorship, and in 1867 produced two ballads of aborig-

inal life - The Sto of Balledeadro and Memba the BrighxyEEf%.

In 1873 he publiﬂhﬂé The Man in the %ran aSE, wnich some critics

consider his masterpicce, others preferring the lster Roubﬂ from
the Garden of the Ta (18&3), which was published only

Melbourne heview, ough his verses are widely lclttortd'thrﬁugh
many australian periodicels, the only other volume of verse yet -

published is Fleet and the Convoy (1915). A novel, John Rggg
appeared in 19 - 8, besides dramas, poems, e

the third of his ballads of the aborigines (Knrlkarnk are attll
unpublished, e o

"His second son, Hugh Reymond McCrae, born at Hawthorn in
1876, 1s notable among the younger school of Australian poets;

his published volumes ere Satyrs end Sunlight (1909), Columbine
(1920) >, 8nd Idyllia (1922), and (in prose) The Du Poissey Anecdotes
(1922)."
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