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stalnl strative eadouarters,
susbrolian {mperial Foree,
3" seeords ection,

isiilie Capbaine lat Jamuary 191U,

NI SHIT S Teie
PR sanastralisn Flylue Corpoe

QLAWPIIPUICES (P CArPY
(a) Dates  13th ' ovember 191. |
(h) Pinee, FRLUDJAH = BaGibad Acude (iHescpotamie)

AL the tl.e of my capture I oveaber 13th 1915, | vwas servine |
with the 6bth DAvieien of ihe lmdien Aray iu lesopotamia, ,-
fhe uivisiocnal coummander, dohed h S b, hnd opdered thet
the telemruph lines in resy ETH position nefore
Aadiini, should e destroyed, so 28 %o eut off the Turk's
cosmnication witn Jonstantinopia. an sergplene was to land
sehind the "urkish lines mnd curry out this task,
VYoluntoera w re called up oy the .U, ¥Flisht, and with

Fg X i Domii iy, A70he Indlan Uawalry (vwhe had been with me ._‘
| on & previeus occeoagsion when [ had nad a2 forced \
ilandlug dehind the enony lines) I velwiteered for s tusk,

e were then in osup At Aslsiiiil. Phe distance Lo the weorest |
pussible inunding ‘wne spout 6 miles, wmo, ovins te the |
slow speed of the sarepl {a Laurice-Faruan .oushorn, vwith
TC Bepe danuult engine) tins of petrol ocma oil ked Lo io earriod,

On the only avellabls maps Lhe telegraph lines wewéshown =28
!I-.lﬁ at seae distwice from the road, Bad L.l te FUULS.H., But
o arriving there, I found tast the lime flellewed the roud, w d
that bodies of troops of ell urns were warchins slons this roud,
and to 34GHDAD. For Shis reasan I hed to land on & small pleece
of difficudt grou d, bounded by ecanals zbout 6 miles from the
¢ity, vhere there appeared to L9 only o fow Arads. ¢ thousnt

1% possible %o land and Blow up the telegraph lines befors the
APR2S quite restlized cur intentions. bt & ‘urkish horsema., whe
auﬂi-.lg appeared denea.h we, disacucertec ay landing aund, in
tryins So land ae olose ns possiele Lo the objsetive, I swerved

after landing ard struck s telearsph pole Mmdun'
breaking the lensercn snd several of tae ribds of my Lover 1

planas Jome irabds imsedintely cpened fire on us from ubout

C yurdae [ filled my petroel tank, however, while Castain

Tidi=33 00 bDlew up & telegreap: pele with & un ection neckisece,
{ found the seroplane unflynble, wo replied to tihe fire of tue

Arad8 als e a party of Jurks vwho hed Juet arrived, zs weil as
{ was sble, wWith the rifle thut we curried in the meropla .o

- Phe Jurks hed come from what we supposed to ve a degserted vulilde
inz cloge PP. Hut it was resily a gendarmeriec derrseks md its
lsates nad boan quiekly orourht out by the covalrympn | Lad
saen whilst londings i fire was of little use aesinst s¢ nony
aen, especlally as Shey nad svod cover and were sabdle to asdwvsnce
on ug alons the vanals, iad the neroplane boan furnished with
& wachine sun, I wirht have boan able tu stiempt some repairs
undor gover of its fires .lthousn we started the enzine ufyaer
the lines h:d oveen dmﬁlumﬂ by & secoiud charse, =n satiempt
wag wade to taxl the mechine we were culekiy taken priscners,
‘he arabs struck us vith rifiedutts, s nd wauted t¢ shoot us, nd
out for the interfere.ce of tue 'urks, would have dohe S0. -hen
Wy helmet was knosked oif, one of them struck me a blow on the

head with an adge, which lefi & ond wound, =nd anotlher struck

#
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me id‘i"ﬁl blows with & sword, which however, was SO blunt that
he wags unable to eut off my flying coat. TWe Were taken to the
barraeks, and under the charge of a +urkish Golonel and a strong
mounited guard were sent in a gharry %o BAGHDAD.
A large body of mounted Arabs aowever, pursued us, snd after
& long chase, held up our guards. Pheir Sheik said that e
wanted our heads to take to the Turkish Army Commendant for a
reqard, After a long parley with the comuander of our guurds
the Arabs sccompanied us to BAGHDAD. The people of the Arab
gquarter in Baghdad had been warned of our ceapture, amd turned
out with sticks to meet us. Ve were struck and gpat upon, in
gpite of our guards, by all who could approach near enough, and
attempts were made to stab us by two Arabs who c¢limbed into our
conveyanceae

At Baghdad we were sent to hospital, and after twelve days
there (including one week's solitary confinement which I believe
I reseived for not satisfaetorily answering questions when
interrogated) we were sent to MOSUL.. Our treatment at MOSUL
wes bad and after 2% months in a prison there, with nine other
Officers and some 500 British and Indian soldiers We Were sent
via NISIBIN, ALBPPO and TARSUS 1o APION -KARA~HI 53AR.

After 2 years three months at Afion-Kara-Hissar, I was sent
to Constantinople snd eseaped &% on August 24th 1918, to Russia,
reporting for duty at Varna on llovember 5th 1918.

(sipned), T.W.White. Capte. A.F.C.

Witness. (signmed) B517. A.0.Paul L.
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 CIRCUMSTANCHS OF R3CAPE Fi0M TUK N, I

In Mey, 1918, whilst at the prisoners of war Camp at FIOH
KARA ﬁlddﬁ.ﬁ. in Turkey-ineisia, and after 2% years eaplivily,
{ was medically examined by the ‘urkish medical authorities. The

It Ao AN, BT

examination was mede in response to o request from Constentinople ,
and was I belleve, on account of a cabled enculry from Asustralia
rogarding my health, For though the Turks did little or mothing
for the health of their prisoners, they would ususlly carry out

an exsminstion, such as it was, When an encuiry was made, I was

fn m dePately good health, but decided to feigm illness, as I

intended to eseape from Constantinople if I should be sent Uthere.

[ had planned escape from alion iara Hissar, snd had already

made the necessary prnparathna, put as & Yurkish Commission was

then emcuiring into the conduet of the Jurkish ﬁomﬂant at

Afion Kare nissar, 1 deeided to postpone the date in deference
| to the wish of the senlor Sritish _fficer there., Though I spoke

Prench, I took a French officer with me te the examins ion %o

act as Mtwﬁotuw 80 th;t i could main time for replies vihen

questioned. ! conivinced the Pfurkish iedieal 3oard that en old

whieh 1 had kept tightly pandased for soue

injury to my foob, :
the result of a burn, were evidences

days, and a scar on Wy ankle,

of tubercul ysis. B'rnl this date { had naturally to alwqu walk

Gonstantinople for troeatinent.

L Iu sent to two different
i :tc-l four other Sristish Ufiicers shamming sickness, and one

feigning madness in hopes of bein~ exchanged. “hilst in hospital
I met & Bosnian nnng pfficer u the ‘urkish serviee Who had
boen nlnld whilet flying in ralestine. Je was snxious t o leave

hospitsls, in the gecond of which

the m and asreed to take Captain A.de B0l "1H.C", Reiels
]
f and myself in bis seroplane from jan Steiano, the verman \erodrome

pesr Censtantinople, to jemnos, if We could eseape and reach the

~
- i & -
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Ll_:r*ndrom When he was on duty., But the Turks suspected him and
forbade him to speak to us, I deeided therefore that it would
be best to attempt to reach Russia., The Gem, after overrunn~
ing Ukramia had allowed a Ukranisn steamer, and three Schooners |
Lo come to Constantinople to trade, LAfter we wore discharged
from hospital, and confined inm an Armenian school at BSAMATIA,
near Constantinopje, preparatory to being returued to the
coneentration camp at Afiom Kara Hissar, I arranged a plan of
escape to the Russian ship, through s @kranian Officer, and a
Greek waiter in a restaurant., We were to eseape as best we could
from the school where we were kept closely guarded, snd, at s
certain Gai-m peer garden in Galata, would search for a man who
would carry a cigarette behind his ear, and who, when we made
ourselves known to him, would find us a hiding place until we
coyld get aboard the Ukranisn ship,

On August 24, we got our opportunity when four of us were
oeing sent under escort from PHAMATIA to Constantinople by train,
Four Turkish soldiers accompanied us, whilst a lurkish Officer
of the Garrison travelled in a compartment close by. We had
deecided to make a bolt for it at the railway terminus in
Constantinople, in hoves that more than one soldier misht chase
one of us, and perhaps someone might sueceed in getting away,
We also agreed to make the most of any opportunity of esesape
which might present itself en route. Captain Bott was to come
with me to Russia, while the two other Ufficers Lieutenant

Fulton, Rnyal Flyiang Corps, and Lieut. Stone, orcesters who

— —r——
Ry

had no plans of their own, had deekded to make the most of eur

abandoned Aarnplm; seheme f eseape. We had given them full

particulars and a sketeh of the German Aerodrome at SAN STEFANO.
I had aceumulated 180 Liras, about £100, in cheques that

I had surreptitiously cashed from various people Whilst in

hospital, and at Psamatia, I had bribed a Turkisu soldier to

turn these into big notes for me, and had sewn them into my

| braces, and the tightening band of my trousers, so that if I

was retaken, the lurkish soldiers or Gendarmerie, might not @

l:i-
y _ - e e e s i e e e Sd
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able to find them. We wero in eivilian clothes (as most long
gervice prisoners had worn out their uniforms) and besides being
mah;,tii for some days, I carried a felt hat in an inside
poeket of my coat, in hopes that it might be useful as a disguise
in replaecing the ceap that I wore. I had also a miniature Russian
dietionary, and two small bags made from handkerchiefs, filled
with biscuits and choeolate from a parcel I had recently received,
Whem nearing Constantinople our train aalli.ﬂid with another
on & viaduct olose to KUM XKAFU station, A number of people were
hurt, snd all were thrown violently, from their seats. As 1
had purposely remsined stamding, so as to be able to make the
most of my opportunity, and as . was holding on to hhe pareel
rack at the time, I was mot thrown down, The passengers were
mostly Turkish Officers and soldiers, with a sprinkling of
eivilians, Whilst calming a very terrified womsm, partly out of
pity for her, and partly to deceive any solders who might have
been watching me regarding my intentions, I put on the hat I

was earrying, and calling to gaptain Bott that I was going, made
for the exit., It was a eorridor train, and there had been &

med rush to get out, so that undue haste on my part did not
geem out of place. OCur guard had been suspicious of us, however,
from the outset, and I was chased by ome soldier while an other
sieged Captain Beott.

jumping down ®n to the line, I foumd that I could not get
along the viaduct owing %o the erush of excited people, 80
accordingly boarded another railwey carriage and ran t hrough
that, with the Turkish soldier & few yards behind me. Jumping
down to the railway track agein, 1 ran to the abutment of the
viaduct and ju:p:d into the street below. In this way I gained
about fifteen or twemty yards on the soldier, who preferred to
run down the railway embankment , to jumping from the abutment,

which was not a high one. 1 Tan round the nearest street corner
with the soldier in hot pursuit, snd running at top speed round
every subsequent $urning and not knowing where they led, endeav-
oured to shake hin off. He shouted to passing Turks to stop me,

but the people shouted to, Were either more interested on
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hurrying the other way to see the railway smash, or did not
ron}lu what was wanted till [ had passed them, Though | took
u8 w turns as possible 8o that he seldom had a good chance
of shooting me, [ had, in one street, t¢ run past & barracks
where twenty or thirty Turkish soldiers were stending outside,
looking stupidly at me through an iron fence, and not realising
quiekly enough what was going on. The soldier who chased me,
however, wag big and athletic, ¢ nd realising that he would be
bustinadoed aud imprisoned if 1 succeeded in escapin~ from him,
ran his hardest, (I had left some money for him ot Psamatic on
his return, so that he could buy sufficient food for himself
during the months' imprisonment he would get, for the Turks give
very little food to such prisoners). I was not in good condition
myself thoush, after having taken very little exereise, and
walked with & limp for so long. Afiler running about half a mile

| I was gquiteexhausted, and decided %¢ take the oniy alternative
to rum into a housc immediately after turning & corner, and take

| the ehsnce whether the inhabitants were Turks, or d@riendly

disposed Christisns. I accordingly rushed through the first
open street door that | saw, considerably stariing two old Greek

| ladies who were in the front rcom of the house, 1 ﬁlﬁ them %o

say nothing about me if they were questioned, and going through
the house, 1 found a cupboard in which I hid myself. The soldier
evidently ran on, for the house was not searched, I told the
inhabitants of the house, who I was, and a young Greek woman
who was present said she would help me if she could. irom ner
husband , who arrived soon afterwards, I bought & Turkish fez &nd
an old chesterfield ccat as & disguise, leaving my own coab
there, as the chesterfield was too small t0 Wear CvVer my OVie

' iiy hair had been clipped short, so that & wound scsr at the

back of my head showed up plainly. I covered this ident ification

merk with boot polish, and clipped off my moustache, then, sgolng

to the nearest tramway, went to Galata toc search for the msn who

had promised to find me & hiding place. 5j takins this tram I

avoidied erossing Galata Bridge, which spans the Colden liorm, om

foot, for numerous inquisitive gendarmes mny slways be seen therse.

Tt L .

r -
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There vere severai German and sustdan soldiers, and a few Turks

in the beer gaurden., Although I placed meny cisarettes behind my
ear cnd pretented to slecp whilst watehimg the erowd for about

two hours, I left, ss I thoupht a lomper stay might draw unwelcome
attention to me, I walked to¢ GUMUSH 5UYU, buying some cigarettes
for my next visit t0 the beer garden, on the way, as [ knew only

a little Murkish, and ag owing to the costume I wore, I would

be expected to speak furkish well, I made my purchases at street
stalle, choosing the moment to bRy whemn heavy traffic was passing
go that though I only moved my lips and pointed to what I wutol;
the stall keeper imagined [ had asked for what I wamied.

At the steps alomgside the Jultan's palsce of DULMA B.TCHE,

I hired a caique (& kind of cance) and went for a row on the
BUSPHOROUS, deeming it safe there, as I shoulld ve out of sight

of over-zealous g&aﬂmu who might demand to know wiy I was not
on l_i.litar;f gervice, The old caiquechi who rowed the bosat
however, preferred talking to rowing, sothat 1 had %o pretend

to be deaf, lie was not easily Ehuairtﬂ hmmtﬁr.‘ and would =tond
up and shout in first one ear and then the other. sometiues,

when he had repeated a statement several times, I could under-
gtand his meaning, and when I thought it advisable, 1 would
angwer with an "Ivvet” (Yes) or a "Yok" (o), or one of the

many simne which the Turk employs to show his approval, or
disapproval, The olid man was 80 persistent, however, that, as
the sea was rough, 1 pretended to be seasick, ut Which he propped
me up with the boat's cushions and wade me feel mite comfort: ble
After he had roved me backwards and Iorwars for two hours, close
to the walls of the Palnee, with its sleoepy looking pgusrds, 1
l1eft him, after arranging that he should take we for & longer
row next moming, 1 had of eourse no intention £ seeing him

in the morning; but wade this appointment merely so thal if he
suspected me, he would nﬁ‘: inform on me, nor have me followed,

I then mnade my way to Peras im search . a cafe, and a place
to passthe night, deciding to re-visit the beer garden in the
moming. (n the way 1 was stopped by a gendarme who, however,
merely wanted & light for his cigurette. 10 conversatiod is
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necessary in a cuse of this sort. ‘he peliceman proffered his
uf;mtmi cigarette, | =ave ‘hm nine, at the same time trying
to convey the impresaion that I was in a hurry. He took a light;
galaamed by touching heart, lips and brow; (a habit we had
acquired through mimiockings the Turks). I returned the salasm,
and proceeded on my way. I looked in at many Cafes before I
found one that suited me, for I was by no peans well dressed. I
found one eventusily where prauctically dl the other diners were
drunk with "rakki”™, a Turkish absinthe, Here | was able to eat
in peace, over an evening uewspaper, applauding their unmusical
high pitehed singing when expected toc do so. I found it more
difficult to find a restine place for the nigsht howewer, &s 1
had no passport of any kind. explored a liahomaedan cemetery,
and the ruins of a burnt-cut houss and decided on one of these
two places failing any better aceomacdation. Seeing a party of
five or six men in what I took to be iussian uniform, snd over-
hearing a remark made by one of them in lussian, I %00k them
to be iussian (perhaps Georgians, some £ whom, owing to the
foundation of & Georgian State by the Yermans, had Dbeen r eleased),
who might help me. I entered intc conversation with them in
Ruseian, and finding shet they were Bulgarians who, had they

* known who I was would have taken charge of me, I left them
hurriedly. 1 only learnt afterwards that many colloquial phrases
of iussian are identiecal with Bulgarian.

There were many w“erman and sustrian soldiers in the streets,
and after spending some two hours in the Grand Rue de Pera, amd
the bagaars in the vieinity, sesrching and oceasionslly askig
for a home for the night, [ deeided to visit the Cinema Lo pass
the time, Jeeing m eleotriec Turkish sign over & street door,

1 took this to be a Cinema, but found on pgetting inside Lhat
it was a Bairdressers, and boot-cleaning establishment, md
although i could have stayed with advantage, 1 considered it

safer to leave.
?he next place was & Cinema Theatre all right, but I found

after buying a ticket and getting inside that I was the first
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%o arrive, and thutv | was 1} hrs %00 earliy for the show. It
wngt have been obvious to tie progpristor that [ wae a stranper
80 1 decided to leave, and helf an hour later visited another
Cinema Theatre, where . sat in the same row with a Purkish
Ufficer, two military eadets anud m fow soldiers., Aifter the
pictures, I could not find the cemetery so asked a shep sirl
Whoe was polng howe if she knew where the lictel Imperisle was, as
1 had heard of a Greek there who mig:t help me. But she was
abrued &t m/ appearance, and took to ser heels. Late at night
however, ! found & Greek lodging house where ! convinced the
proprietress thut I vas & Gedrglan Musselman naued Kakaoridse
Berodee, and that I had leet my passport.

Bext worning I went by the Underground Railway to Galata,
and visited the Verman beer garden asnin, After a wait of some
hourg an old man wearing = hatnrml mnﬁn nat entered and I
notioced that he had a cigarette hehind his esr. I attracted his
attention, and placed a cigaretts behind my own esr. As he would
take ne notice of me, I weut asroas to his table and addressed
him in Russian. He was very agitated and told me afterwards
that he thought I was a Turk whe had g0t hold of our plans. I
convineed hia that I was & dritish Uffieer however, and after
ogteutatiously bidding him goodbye, told him I would wait for
hinm outside, hen he came out, I followed him to a2 disused
carpenters workshop in o baek street in Galata, e promised
oring me food eaech dey, and said that he would tell me when the
Ukranian steamer "BATOUN", whiech lay in the harbour, would be
ready to sail,

I was Jolued here by Captair Bott, on the evenin: of the
seoond day. He was being returned with other Sritish Uificers
and soldiers, to APION LR, H 334R, the day after my escape,
and whilet walting at Galata Bridge for a boat to take them to
the isiatic side, he slipped uwey whilst his puard was not
looking, and reached the cuay, took a oaique to the Ukranisn
ship. He was concealed for the night by thne third mate, and
“hen in the umiform of a Russisn sailor, was sent sshoare to the

Plage wiere I
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place where I was hiding,

The workshop in which ve remained Ior about a week wessured
ahout. 20" x 10" and was almost dark when t he iron door was
shut. 4 Qurkish officer lived fmsedictely above us, and his
orderly's room on the ground floor was only separsted from us
by a thin partition, which had numercus geps on it. e had
consequently to remain very cuiét and wear no boots, though
fortunstely for us there were numerous rats that secampered about
amongst the shavings that littered the floor, so that any
unaveoidable noise we made was no doubt attributed by the lurks
to the rats., This was useful too in & way, in that when some=-
times we were about to smoke, we would make & ruﬂhtll.ng SMOnLE
the ihﬂ% to drown the familiar sound of a maten belng
struck, 1?; ﬁara very smuged to find teo, that a tame rabbit
gave us uuite & lot of unnecessary alarm for about four days,
by a rattling of plates and tins close to the partition, whilst
eating food t.st had been left for it, by the rurkish solé er,
frequently pecple in the street would imock at the door and there
were two British sir-paids vhilst we were there, but othorwise
nothing exciting happened, the 0ld iussisn bringing us food esch
morning and night. e were eventually di.seovered hovever by &
furk who climbed the street wall, and saw us from over the top
of the window shutters., lie accordingly lefi, and golng %o the
quay, where two gendarmes were standing on duty at the steps,
took a caique to the Ukranlian stesner.

Ve pot on board safely without being @een by the Captaln and
went below to the Third late's Cabin, It weasured only 7 It =
7 £6, and most of that space was taken up with s bunk and a
divan, e were told that if the Turkish police were tc seareh
the ship, ve were to hide, one in thedrawer under the divam,
and the Gher in a small cupboard messuring about 2 £% 6 in x 2
£t x 2 ft. beneath the bunk, The mate nad scarcely left us
when we heard the signal, three raps on the deek, given Very
loudly. Captain Bott being the smaller of us got in the drawery

which I closed afier him, then I pulled the matiress off the

ounk, squeeged into the eupboard bemeath, snd put the matiresw

L = e — 5 .-.—-"‘l
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place where I was hiding,

The workshop in which ve remained Ior about a week wessured
ahout. 20" x 10" and was &lmoat duark vhen t he iron door was
shut. 4 Qurkish officer lived fmsedistely above us, and his
orderly's room on the ground floor was only separsted from us
by a thin partition, which had numercus geps on it. e had
consequently to remain very cuiét and wear no boots, though
fortunstely for us there were numerous rats that scampered about
amongst the shavings that littered the floor, so that any
unaveidable noise we made was no doubt attributed by the lurks
to the rats. This was useful tco in a way, in that when some-
times we were about to smoke, we would make & ruautli.ng among
the HMM to drown the familiar sound of a maten belng
gtruck, Ve viere very smuged to find teco, that a taue rabbit
gave us guite & lot of unnecessary alarm for about four days,
by a rattling of plates and tins close to the partition, whilst
eating food t.2t had beeun left for it, by the rurkish solé er,
frequently peovple in the street would imock at the door and there
were two British sir-puids whilst we were there, but olherwise
nothing exciting happened, the 0ld iussisn bringing us food esch
morning and night. e were eventually di.seovered hovever by &a
furk whe climbed the street wall, and saw us from over the top
of the window shutters. lie accordingly lefi, and golng to the
quay, where two gendarmes vwere standing on duty at the steps,
took a caique to the Ukranian stesner.

Ve pot on board safely without being @een by the Gaptalin aud
went below to the Third late's Cabin, It weasured only 7 It =
7 £%, and most of that space was taken up with & bunk and a
divan, e were told that if the Turkish police were to seareh
the ship, ve were to hide, one in thedrawer under the divam,
anid the Gher in a small cupboard messuring about 2 £% 6 in x 2
£t x 2 £t. beneath the bunk, The mate nad scarcely left us
when we heard the signal, three raps on the deek, given very
loudly. Captain Bott belng the smaller of us got in The dravery

which I closed afier him, then I pulled the matiress off the

ounk, squeeszed into the cupboard bemwath, snd put the matiresk
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back over iy headls There was a quantity of very dirty linen

in woth hiding vlaces, and in this we wrapped ourselves. After
remaining im this eramped and frmandnmy hot and stulfy stute
for an howr or so, we were forced .o come out . ‘aéhm we had
hidden thus on four or five eubsequent oceasions, I discovebed
that the supposed signal was given by the wash of waves from
passing ferry steamers, which 1ifted the eangway, and struck
it heavily against the ship's side,

There was difficulty about metting a cargo for the ship, = d
its date of salling was being constantly posbpoued, The Chief
dngineer tuo wented us $o leave the ship, but we had boucht
( broughty ) rtwlvm.amﬁ I told him that I would not allow him
to go baek om his promise, and that if we went ashore, I would
take him with me, Iventuully however, the ship was chartered
by & Turkish merchant, snd loafed with tobaceco, Tigs, raisius
etce. The erew were ascoundrelly lot, who stole large guantities
of the cargo, taking it to Constantinople for sale, md buying
vodka with it instead, The ship's (fficers asls. borrowed mon ey
from the Yurkish me chant to buy Eooaina, wWhich they smugsled
into Ruseia,

We had difficulty in obtaining enough moeney o eurry om with,
and we both weni ashore twice to Constantinople in cemnection
with money ma iLers, At other timee we were dressed in old sailors
¢lothes and hidden in various parts of the ship, exmcept one day
when I helped to paint the ship. ''e were told thet a Greek walter
in the eity, who had passed on some of our eheques to an mglishe
man in Constantimople, had boen taken by the police. I went shore
to investipgate, dressed, as nearly as possible, like a iuseisn
civilian, I fouud several gendarmes and scldiors inside the cafe,
and others standing about outside. I leurnt hovever, from & other
waiter there, that the man I wanted, with his lother and sicters,
had been arrested a day or two before through sheltering tarece
British (fficers in his house, Two of these CUfficers had been
on the train with me at the tiae of my escaping, and hed mode a
second attempt. Captaln Boilt was unsuccessful on two occasions
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when he went to see the Inglishman to whom we had sent our
chegaes, 80 1 agein went ashore and called on him at his office
in the Priscners' of ar Bureau, attached to the Duteh Legation,
This department was supervised by Turkish Cffieials., I told th e
Turkieh Commissionaire at the door or the building in answer to
his questions, that I was an Americam nawed Henry O'Neill, that
I wag from TARSUS, and that I did not have a card, I said that
Mr,Sykes (the gentleman I wanted to see) was am old friemnd of
mine, and wonld come down at once if he knew that I was there.
After some demur, and then pretending to n:qﬁlro if I could be
ginitted, I was allowed upstairs. I found g:;‘{turhn cavasses
outside Mr, Sxkzilfi.o:r. One of them asked me if I was a Russiam
and I anawered that 1 was, soon afterwards, I notieed that one o
the eavassosg was & man I had often seen and speken to when I
was in hoipihl. He was a Levantine Jew, whose sentiments were
always with the people who paid him best, and he had no perticu~
lar reason for liking me. I had asked & young Dutehmen who was
present if he would tell lr.Sykes that I regretted that if I
could not see him soomn, I should have to leave, and unfortunately
I would be leaving Constantinople in a few days, when the Jew
who had been listening approached me, and asked me where I had
learn inglish, 1 replied "In Turkey". e answered: "You speak
Bnglish just like an fnglishman”, I t0ld him then, as if in
confidence, thaf I had purposely deweived the other cavasses as
a8 L did not wish to satisfy their curiosity. He was satisfied
and smused at this, and, after I had told him that my guard was
waiting in the stret outside, he brought me a chair and a
cigarette. I greeted Mr.Sgkes as an old friend when he appeared,

a8 there were several strange Turks and Greeks in the room
watching me. I confided to him who I was, and was able %0 arramge

T  p —

for momentary help through his kindness.

When the Turkish police searched the ship, which they did
on six different occasions, we had to go into hidiung in the
ballast tanks, which are smaell firon compartments, about thirty
in number, situated at the bottom of the ship below the

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGO0O01334



- ) =

prope}ler shaft tunuel, and which essure only about 2 £ x £ #£%
8 it. We were in these tanks for periocds varying irom oune W
thirteen hours at & stretch., They were excecedingly wacounfortabie
however, as it was impossible to sit up, the alr vas foul, it
was porfectly dark, and we had %o be all the time in some inches
of dirty water. ‘ater constantly drippa:d in' from the pumps t00,
and until I had msrked the walls, and timed the risc of the water
we hod suspected some of the Bolchevist members of t‘lio erew of
lettins some water in, There was only oue place of entry or exit,
thst was a menhole alvways serewed down, and carefully covered
with plamks and lumber, a2fter we had enterad.

We were thirty-three days on the ship before she salled,
during all of which time, except the ogceasion already mentiocned,
and at night when we sometimes came out 10 promenzde in the well
deok, we remcined below, hrough wani of exercise an@ light, and
the disecomfort of the tanks we both beeame very Lhin snd enacialed,
while Captain Bott developed Jjaundice.

Before the ship sailed a motley party of Sreeks and Jews,
came om bosrd as passenvers, and lived on the hatohes. Hobhing
exeiting happened cn the voyape except that there was trouble
botween the firewan, some of whom were Bolchevists, and the
emgineers, Therewas some &rawing or revolvers and knives butl
no damsge was done, &nd in the end the thiml ongineer, worked
as 8 firemun, whilst the firemem did praeticall;, nothing eise
but drink Vodka, The very old Captain too, oi this very old
and- very rusted ship loet his pearinzs; but anoged eventually
to reach ODB:SA on the night of the third day.

we landed from a boat the nest morning, and as ] s&av am
snstrain officer picgueting the jetty with soldiers al the pluce
whe ‘¢ we intended to land, the boat was steered to & sublic
iandingz place where, fortunstely, some passensers were lal@ing
from another steamer. isustrian and UGerman troops Vere in
whﬂ in the town, snd owing to recent troubie With
Solshevists the doeks were heavily guarded. “e were not moiested

however, and hiring a drosky, we drove to an address that had

.

Fary

i il
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us, fhe Russian gentleman there could mot help us, but he gave

us the address of an ngl sh civilian in the town; and from tweo
friends of the iussian who had recently come from PITROGRAD, we
obtained passports. My pasgpost stated tuwt I was a {ussian
subject and native of Turkistan, by name jergay iecrdovitech
Davidoff, with & wife named Anastasia, aged 19 yeurs. Captain
Bott's stated, that he was a Cerman speaking Lett, named Gmnoti,-
These passports were afterwards very useful as we were able to
obtain bread and sugar from the .ustrihms at a cheap rate, as
Aussian subjects, |

The Mmglishmen whom we met was in partmership with s verman
a2 Jew, and & Greek, and ran a small tannery, For a short while
I worked there, cutting up hides ete., Captain Bott being too
ill to work, and I also sawed wood as part payment for our foed,
for which we paid, /food was very expemnsive but fortunately we
were able to borrow some money froa the vuteh Congul there., liost
food supplies had been Yeornered” by Jewish 3 eulators, and
gpeeulstion, more than scarcity, was responsible for the high
prices. A »ood dinner cost from £10 te L1l, and & sudt of clcthes
from £80C to £100.

The Bolshevists were stili giving trouble in G‘BE&E;A. Aboutl
20,000 were supposed tc be im the town, ready teo break out at
any moment, and sn army of 25,000 Austriend aund 10,000 to 12,000
Germens was kept in the town to wsintain order. The Boishevistis
had issued & manifesto that the killing of Ufficers and rich
Citzens was to re-commence on the 26th Cetober, and there was a
good deal of excitement among the eivilians and Vifieers, Cuns
were kept trained down several of the Mmain streets by the Aus-
triene; a fort had been constructed outside the town where the
Aussian Ufficers hoped tc ma e a stand if the Austrns should be

| withdrawn from the town, and the iustrian gendarmuerie padrols
| and Ukranski police had orders to shoot anyone Who was found
with arms, 48 we occeupied 2 room in the Bolshevist quearter, ve

always carried our revelver:s, and it vas mainly because We owned

- = b --.-{
: . ' — E T |
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piﬂ?h that we were sble to find a piace to sleep. The dnglish
rni?ntl Lhere nad to #ime repurt regularly to the Austrisns,
and were afraid tuv do mueh for us, whereas a Ukranisn (fficer
who grntla':taarad the Bolshevisis, pgave us shelter parily
because we owned pistols, and might be able to help hi.;l, Lii the
| Bolsheviste ealled at night, The room was used as an office by
day, =0 ﬂuniuqmyly We speul the day in the streets, and cales,
ovserving what was -oliug m.- ant as Captain Sott could speak
Gm, and L had learnt iussian whilst in lurkey, we got a good
deal 1f useful Momtim fabout The austrians, and GYermens € here,
and the situation gemerally, which I was sble to hand im after— |
Wards to the 3ritish Intelligence Ufficers at V.Ris, SOFIs, and
Sak.NICA,

Through making a number of arrests snd executions the iustr isms 1

prevented a recurrence .f the atroeities thet had cecured in J

——————— T ——

CBESJA in darch 1918, but there were many robvoeries, irequent

shootlug in the streets ot uight, and .25 sustrians soldiers, 4
| and 60,000 waggons of ammunition were blown up by the Bolshevists,

e

we hud intended w attempt 0 reuch Arehangel, where o Jrit ih
force Was . perating, or to travel Hast to BAKU, b.t the British
force had recently evacuated BAKU, snd we were told by travellers

3
L. ol i R L e i ek M e

thaf the .rchangel route was impossible, e were arranging %o
travel to Y4ssY in ROUMANI., where we heard that there was an 1
mglish dilitary Commission, when we received oifers to go as
aviators ‘o the Russian Volunteer .rmy, which was operating

in the reglion of the I country, apzinst Bolshevists. They

[ e —— el =1 -

promised that, affer some service with thew, to see that we

-.-_r.TF

Joliied up with t he Lutentist Forces in 5IBERIL. In any case we g

1--

would have flovn there hed tney b en unwilling to let us zo, but
we miscsed a tralm that we should have ﬂall_;‘;ht:, and a few days
af . erwards, ve ha'ard of the Bulparisan amiati#a-

Through a (lussian wercantile Capiain whom we wet, we wentg
on buard the Juphrates, a (uvsiam ship vhich the iustrians were
seniding %o V 3. Yo bring back relessed Ukraniun prisouners, Ve

went on board ot night unmoticed by the austrian sentries, and E

-‘.._...._____._ et e SR
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- and rmlning hidden til. the steamer ldt port and reached

ViR’ on i ovemb ar 5the

A% V.4 the ship was pgiven fivwe days quarantice m bubt with

& Rtussian Yeneral and two liaval Capteins of the iKussian flcet
P =~ who had also got ob posrd unknown to the susirians, we evaded
the quarantine =and managed to pet ashore, .
| The town had been occupied only a few days by an aﬂfanc.
f party .f British soldiers and Prench sailors. Je went to the
~_ French iieadquariers, and were taken by them to the British.

Brigudier-General RUS3, with zbout ten (fficers and sbout fiftty
men were im oceupstion of the tm, and we reported to the
r t}ﬁural for duty. But as we had no uniforms and were both
suffering from the <ffeets of Jpanish Infl wenza, for wiich we
had had no meéicsl atteation and as we inad no slace to lie up

i i s el i e i

I.n' En UDESGA, We were sent by train via BE WA to SUFL e From
:ﬁ!‘lﬁ' we were sent by car through the SPROUMA Valley to 5.LUHICA.
Je vere nhm of much ﬂmpuim b0 tihe Uificers and ordurliu
ab deadyuarters there, for 1 M a Lﬂa‘t:'th;t hed i@u ﬂ-u'an e

in -UD&%S&, and which was mich oo biz, a faney ’ﬁ&itﬂﬂ&t wi th

" F i, ,F:_,r—'—r' 1{—""—-""-'-".- "

! green stripes (also a gift), trousers that I had received in

e o " -
L ..r-i.-_.. -L._a'-'tsu—h.-l-.-_;lﬂ—lkﬂﬁ'l_.._.ﬂﬁ-.'-.-l_n_

a clothes distribution in Purkey, and a broad briaied felt hat.

Wwe obtalkned wniforms inm JLLUICA, but unfortunately were !
detained in that town for two weeks awaiting transport, during |
which time the Germen armistice was signed.

From SALOKICA, ve Were sent to Port jaid and theuce to Calro,

o i i A il e o L L T

being subsequently sent from PORP 5.1D to MARSELLLESY arriving
in London on wvecember Ilst 1918, l

| Captain |
“ondon Auvgtralian Flyiang Corps. |
9th Jenuary 1919, |

—_— - k! S S — S

W

» - L Lo - — = i
J— — == P = E— = -

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGO0O01334



AUISTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGO0O01334



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGO001334



AUISTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGO0O01334



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGO0O01334



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGO001334



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGO001334



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGO0O01334



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGO001334



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGO001334




AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGO001334



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGOOO01334



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGOOO01334



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGO0O01334



AUISTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGO001334



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGO001334



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGO0O01334



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGO0O01334



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGO0O01334



(COPY)
NAME , WiHITR, T.W,
RANK , Captain,

REGIMENT, PFlying Corps (Australian),

CIRCUNSTANCES OF KSCAPE FROM TURKEY,

In liay, 1918, whilst at the prisoners of War Camp at
AFION=-KEARA-HISSAR, in Turkeyw=in-Asia, and after 24 years of
captivity, I was medically examined by the Turkish medical author-
ities, The examination wae made in response to a request from i
Constantinople and was, 1 believe, on account of a cabled enquiry |
from Australia regarding my hedth, For though the Turks did little :
or nothing for the health of their prisoners, they would usually
carry out an examination, such as it was, when an enquiry was made,
I was in moderately good health, but decided to feign illness, as
I intended to escape from Constantinople if I should be sent there,
I had planned an escape from Afion-Kara-Hissar, and had already
made the necessary preparations, but as a Turkish Commission was
then enquiring into the conduct of the Turkish Commandant at
Afion-Kara-Hissar, I decided to postpone the date in deference to
the wish of the Senior British Officer there, Though I spoke
French, I tock a French Officer with me to the examination to act
- as interpreter, so that I could gain time for replies when
questioned, I convinced the Turkish liedical Board that an old
injury to my foot, which I had kept tightly bandaged for some
days, and a scar on my ankle, the result of a burn, were evidences
of tuberculosis, From this date I had naturally to always walk
with a limp, and, a month after I was examined, 1 was sent to
Constantinople for treatment,

I was sent to two different hospitals, in the second of
which I found four other Britieh officers shamming sickness, and
one (Lt, Hill, of “Road to En-dor" fame) feigning madness in hopes
of being exchanged, Whilst in hospital I met a BOsnian Flying
Officer in the Turkish Service who had been wounded whilst flying
in Palestine, He was anxious to leave the Turks, and agreed to
take Captain A, J, Bott, M,C,, R,A,F,, and myself in his aeroplane
from San Stefano, the Geruan Aerodrome near Constantinople, to
Lemnos, if we could escape and reach the Aercdrome when he was on
duty, but the Turks suspected him and forbad him to speak to us,

I decided, therefore, that it would be best to attempt to reach

Russia, The Germans, after overrunning Ukrania had allowed a

Ukranian steamer, and three schooners, to come to Constantinople

to trade, After we were discharged from hospital, and confined

in an Armenian school at PSAMATIA, near Constantinople, preparatory

| to being returned to the Concentraticn camp at Afion-Kera-Hissar,

| 1 arranged a plan of escape to the Russian ship, through a Ukranian

| officer, and a Greek waiter in a restaurant, We were to escape as
bést we could from the school where we were kept closely guarded,

and, at a certain German beer garden in Galata, would search for a

man who would carry a cigarette behind his ear, and who, when we

made ourselves known te him, would find us a hiding place until we
could get aboard the UkKranian ship,

On August 24th we got our opportunity when four of us
were being sent under escort from PSAMATIA to Constantinople by
train, Four Turkish soldiers accompanied us, whilst a Turkish
officer of the garrison travelled in a compartiment close by, We
had decided to make a bolt for it at the railway terminus in
Constantinople, in hopes that more than one soldier might chase
one of us, and perhaps someone might succeed in getting away,

We also agreed to make the most of any opportunity of escape which
might present itself en route, Captain Bott was to come with me
to Russia, while the other two officerd, Lieutenant Fulton, Hoyal
Flying Corps, and Lieut, Stone, Worcesters, who had no plans of
their own, had decided to make the most ol our avandoned aeroplane
scheme of escape, We had given them all particulars and a sketch

of the German Aerodrome at San stefano,
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I had accumulated 150 Liras, &about £100, in cheques that I

had surreptitiously cashed from various people whilst in hospital,
and at Psamatia I had bribed a Turkish soldier to turn these into
big notes for me, and had sewn them into my braces and the tightening
band of my trousers, so that if I was retaken the Turkish soldiers
or Gendarmerie might not be able to find them, We were in civilian
clothes (as most long service prisoners had worn out their uniforms)
and besides being unshaved for some days, I carriecd a felt hat in
an inside pocket of my coat, in hopes that it might be useful as a

= disguise in replacing the cap that I wore, I had also a miniature
Russian dictionary, and two small bags made from handkerchiefs,
filled with biscuits and chocolate from a parcel I had recently
received,

When nearingConstantinople our train collided with another on

a viaduct close to KUMKAFU station, A number of pecople were hurt,
and all were thrown violently from their seats, As I had purposely
remained standing, so as to be able to make the most of any oppor-
tunity, and as I was holding on to the parcel rack at the time, I
was not thrown down, The passengers were mostly officers and
soldiers, with a sprinkling of civilians, Whilst calming a very
terrified woman, partly out of pity for her and partly to deceive
any soldiers who might have been watching me regarding my inten-
tions, I put on the hat I was carrying and, cdling to Captain Bott
that I was going, made for the exit, It was a corridor train and
there had been a mad rush to get out, so that undue haste on my
part did not seem out of place, our guard had been suspicious of
us, however, from the outset, and I was chased by one soldier while
.another seized Captain Bott,

Jumping down on to the line, I found that I could not get
along the viaduct owing to the rush of excited people, so accordingly
boarded another railway carriage and ran through that, with the
Turkish soldier a few yards behind me, Jumping down to the Railway
track again I ran to the abutment of the viaduct and jumped into the
street below, In this way I gained about fifteen or twenty yards
on the soldier, who, preferred to run down the railway embankment to
jumping from the abutment, which was notl a high one, I ran round
the nearest street corner with the soldier in hot pursuit, and
running at top speed round every subsequent turning and not knowing
where they led, endeavouring to shake him off, He shouted to passing
Turks to stop me, but the people shouted to were either more interest-
ed on hurrying the other way to see the railway smash, or did not
realize what was wanted till I had passed them, Though I took as
many turns as possible so that he seldom had a good chance of shooting
me, I had, in one street, to run past a barracks where twenty or
thirty Turkish soldiers were standing outside looking stupidly at
me through an iron fence, and not realising quickly enough what was
going on, The soldier who chased me, however, was big and athletic,
and realising that he would e bastinadoed and imprisoned if I
succeeded in escaping from him, ran his hardest, (I had left some
money for him at PSAMATIA on his return, so that he could buy sufficient
food for himself during the months imprisonment he would get, for the
Turks give very little food to such prisoners, ) I was not in good
condition myself though, after having taken very little exercise and
walked with a limp for so long, After running about half a mile I
was quite exhausted, and decided to take the only alternative to run
into a house immediately after turning a corner, and take the chance
whether the inhabitants were Turks or friendly disposed Christians,
I accordingly rushed through the first open street door that gaw,
congderably startling two old Greek ladies who -were in the front room
of the house, I told them to say nothing about me if they were
questioned, and going through the house I found a cupboard in which
I hid myself, The soldier evidently ran on, for the house was not
searched, I told the inhabitants of the house who I was, and a young
Greek woman who was present said she would help me if she could,
From her husband, who arrived soon afterwards, I bought a Turkish
fez and an old chesterfield coat as a disguilse, legving my own coatl
there, as the Chesterfield was too small to wear over my own, My

hair had been clipped short, so that a wound scar at the back of my
head showed up plainly,. I covered this identification mark with
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boot polish, and clipped off my moustache, then, going to the nearest .
tramway, went to Galata to search for the man who had promised to find
me a hiding place, By taking this tram I avoided croesing Galata
bridge, which spans the Golden Horn, on foot, for numerous inquisitive
gendarmes may always be seen there, There were several German and
Austrian soldiers, and a few Turks, in the beer garden, Although 1
placed many cigarettes behind my ear and pretended to sleep whilst
watching the crowd for about two hours, I left, as I thought a longer
stay might draw unwelcome attention to me, I walked to GUMUSH SUYU,
buying some cigarettes for my next visit to the beer garden, on the
way, As I knew only a little Turkiseh, and as, owing to the costume

1 wore, I would be expected to speak Turkish well, I made my purchases
at street stalls, choosing the moment to buy when heavy traffic was
passing so that though I only moved my lips and pointed to what I
wanted, the stall keeper imagined I had asked for what I wanted,

At the steps alungside the Sultan's palace of DOLMA BATCHE, 1
hired a caique (a kind of canoe) and went for a row on the BOSPHORUS,
deeming it safe there, 'as I should be out of sight of over-zealous
gendarmes who might demand to xnow why I was not on military service,
The old caiquechi who rowed the boat, however, preferred talking to
rowing so that I had to pretend to be deaf, He was not easily
deceived, however, and would stand up and shout in first one ear
and then the other, Sometimes, when he had repeated a dtatement
several times, I could understandimg his meaning, and when I thought
it advisable I would answer with an "evvet" (Yes) or a "Yok" (No)
or one of the many signs which the Turks employ to show their approval
or disapproval, The old man was so persistent, however, that as the
sea was rought I pretended to be seasick, at which he propped me up
with the boat's cushions and made me feel quite comfortable, After
he had rowed me backwards and forwards for two hours, close to the
walls of the palace, with its sleepy looking guards, I left him,
after arranging that he should take me for a longer Irow next morning,
1 had, of course, no intention of gseeing him in the morning; but made
this appointment merely so thatl if he suspected me he would not inform
on me, nor have me followed,

I then made my way to PERA in search of a cafe, and a
place to pass the night, deciding to revisit the beer garden in the

morning. On the way 1 was stopped by a gendarme, who, however,

merely wanted a light for his cigarette, No conversation is necessary
in a case of this sort, The policeman proffered his unlighted
cigarette, I gave him mine, at the same time trying to convey the
impression that I was in a hurry, He took a light, salaamed by
touching heart, lips and Dbrow (a habit we had acquired through
mimicking the Turks), I returned the salaam, and proceeded on my

way.

I looked in at many cafes before I found one that suited me,
for I was by no means well dressed, 1 found one eventually where
practically all the other diners were drunk with "rakki", a Turkish
absinthe, Here I was able to eat in peace over an evening newspaper,
applauding their unmusical high pitched singing when expected to do
£0, T found it more difficult to find a resting place for the night,
however, as I had no passport of any kind, 1 explored a Mahommedan
cemetery, and the ruins of a burnt-out house, and decided on one of
these two places failing any better accommodation, seeing a party
of five or six men in what I took to be Russian uniform, and over-
hearing a remark made by one of them in Ruesian, I took them to be
Russian (perhaps Georgians, some of whom, owing to the foundation
of a Georgian State by the Germans, had been released), who might
help me, 1 entered into conversation with them in Russian, and
finding that they were Bulgarians who, had they known who I Was,
would have taken charge of me, I left them hurriedly, I only
learnt afterwards that many colloguial phrases of Rusgsian are

jdentical with Bulgarian,

There were many German and Austrian soldiers in the streetis,
and after spending some 1WO hours in the Grande Rue de Pera and
the bazaars in the vicinity, searching and occasionally asking for
a home for the night, 1 decided to visit the cinema to pass the time,

Seeing an electric Turkish sign over a street door, I took this vo

-
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be a cinema, dbut found on getting inside that it was a mairdressert's
and boot-cleaning establishment, and although I could have stayed with
advantage, I considered it safer to leave,

The next place was a Cinema Theatre all right, but I found
after buying a ticket and getting inside that I was the first to
arrive, and that I was 14 hours too early for the show, 1t must
have been obvious to the proprietor that I was a stranger and so I
decided to leave, and half an hour later visited another Cinema
theatre, where I sat in the same row with a Turkish officer, two
military cadets and a few soldiers, After the pictures I could not
find the cemetery so asked a shop girl who was going home if she
vnew where the hotel Imperiale was, as I had heard of a Greek there
who might help me, but she was alarmed at my appearance and took to
her heels, Late at night, however, I found a Greek lodging house
where I convinced the proprietress that I was a Georgian Musselman
named Kakaoridse Berodse, and that I had lost my passport,

Next morning I went by the Underground Railway to Galata,
and visited the German beer garden again, Aftera wait of some
hours an old man wearing a battered panama hat entered and I noticed
that he had a cigarette behind his ear, I attracted his attention,
and placed a cigarette behind my own ear, As he would take no notice
of me, I went across to his table and addressed him in Russian,

He was very agitated and told me afterwards that he thought I was

a Turk who had got hold of our plans, I convinced him that I was

a British officer, however, and after ostentatiously bidding him
goodbye told him I would wait for him outside, When he came out

I followed him to a disused carpenter's workshop in a back street in
@alata, He promised to bring me food each day, and said that he
would tell me when the Ukranian steamer "BATQUM" which lay in the
harbour would be ready to sail,

I was joined here by Capt, Bott, on the evening of the
gsecond day, He was being returned with other British officers and
soldiers to Afion-Kara-Hissar, the day after my escape, and whilst
waiting at Galata bridge for a boat %o take them to the Asiatic
side, ne slipped away whilst his guard was not looking and, reaching
the quay, took a caique to the Ukranian ship, He was concealed for -
the night by the third mate and then, in the uniform of a Russian
sailor, was sent ashore to the place where I was hiding,

The workshop in which we remained for about a week measured

about 20' x 10' and was almost dark when the iron door was shut,
A Turkish officer lived immediately above us, and his orderly's room
on the ground floor was only gseparated from us by a thin partition,
which had numerous gaps in it, We had consequently to remain very
quiet and wear no boots, though fortunately for us there were numerous
rats that scampered about amongst the shavings that littered the
floor, so that any unavoidable noise was no doubt attributed by the
Turks to the rats, This was useful too in a way, in that when some-
times we were about to smoke, we would make a rustling among the
shavings to drown the familiar sound of a match being struck, We
were very amused to find, too, that a tame rabbit gave us quite a

| lot of unnecessary alarm for about four days, by a rattling of plates

| and tins close to the partition whilst eating food that had been left
for it by the Turkish soldier, Frequently people in the street would
knock at the door and there were two British air-raids whilst we were
there, but otherwise nothing exciting happened, the old Russian
bringing us food each morning and night, We were eventually dis-
covered, however, by a Turk who climbed the street wall and saw us
from over the top of the window shutters, We accordingly left, and
going to the quay, where 1iwo gendarmes were standing on duty at the
steps, took a caique to the Ukranian steamer,

We got on board safely without being seen by the Captain
and went below to the Third Mate's cabin, It measured only 7' x 7"
and most of that space was taken up with a bunk and a divan, We
were told that if the Turkish police were to gearch the ship we were
to hide, one in the drawer under the divan, and the other in a small
cupboard measuring about 216" x 2' beneath the bunk*, The mate had
scarcely left us when we heard the signal, three raps on the deck,
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given very loudly, Captain Bott, being the smaller of us, got into
the drawer, which I closed after him, then I pulled the mattress off
the bunk, squeezed into the cupboard beneath, and put the matiress
back over my head, There was a quantity of very dirty linen in both
hiding places, and in this we wrapped ourselves, After remaning in
this cramped and tremendously hot and stuffy state for an aour or so,
we were forced to come out, When we had hidden thus on four or five
subsequent occasions I discovered that the supposed signal was given
by the wash of waves from passing ferry steamers, which lifted the
= gangway and struck it heavily against the ship's side,

There was difficulty about getting a cargo for the ship,
and its date of sailing was being constantly postponed, The Chief
Engineer too, wanted us to leave the ship, but we had bought revolvers
and I told him that I would not allow him to go back on his promise,
and that if we went ashore I would take him with me, Eventually,
however, the ship was chartered by a Turkish merchant, and loaded
with tobacco, figs, raisins, etc, The crew were a scoundrelly lot,
who stole large quantities of the cargc, taking it to Constantinople
for sale and buying vodka with it instead, The ship's officers
also borrowed money from the Turkish merchant to buy cocaine, which
they smuggled into Russia,

We had difficulty in obtaining enough money to carry on
with, and we both went ashore twice to Constantinople in connection
with money matters, At other times we were dressed 1n old sailor's
clothes and hidden in various parts of the ship, except one day when
I helped to paint the ship, We were told that a Greek waiter in the
city who had passed on some of our cheques Lo an Englishman in Con-

| stantinople had been taken by the police, I went ashore to investigate,
| dressed, ® nearly as possible, like a Russian civilian, I found
several gendarmes and soldiers ineide the cafe, and others standing
about outside. I learnt, however, from another waiter there, that
the man I wanted, with his mother and sisters, had been arrested a
day or two before through sheltering three British officers in his
house, Two of these officers had been on the train with me at the
time of my escaping, end had made a second attempt, Captain Bott
was unsuccessfiil on two occasions when he went to see the Englishman
to whom we had sent out cheques, so T again went ashore and called
on him at his office in the Turkish Prisoners' of War Bureau, attached
to the Dutch Legation, This department was supervised by Turkish
officials, I told the Turkish Commissionaire at the door of the
building, in answer to his questions, that I was an American named
Henry O'Neill, that I was from TARSUS, and that I did not have a
card, I said that lr, Sykes (the gentleman I wanted to see) was
| an old friend of mine, and would come down at once if he knew that
1 was there, After some demur, and then pretending to enqguire if
| I could be admitted, I was allowed upstairs, I found four Turkieh
| cavasses outside Mr, Sykes' office door, One of them asked me if I
was & Russian, and I answered that I was, Soon afterwards, I
| noticed that one of the cavasses was a man I had often seen and
| spoken to when I was in hospital, He was & Levantine Jew, whose
sentiments were always with the people who paid him best, and he had
no particular reason for liking me, I had asked a young Dutchman
who was present if he would tell Mr, Sykes that I regretted that if
I could not see him soon I should have to leave, and unfortunately
I would be leaving Constantinople in a few days, when the Jew who
had been listening approached me and asked me where ] had learnt
Inglish, 1 replied "In Turkey"; he answered "You speak English
just like an Lnglishman®, I told him then, as if in confidence,
that I had purposely deceived the other cavasses as I did not wish
to satisfy their curiosity, He was satisfied and amused at this,
and, after I had told him that my guard was waiting in the street
outside, he brought me a chair and a cigarette, I greeted Mr,
Sykes as an old friend when he appeared, as there were several
strange Turks and Greeks in the room watching me, I confided to
him who I was, and was able to arrange for momentary help through
his kindness,

When the Turkish police searched the ship, which they did
on six different occasions, we had to go into hiding in the ballast
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tanks, which are small iron compartments, about thirty in number,
situated at thne bottom of the ship below the propeller shaft
tunnel, and which measure only about 2' x 2' x 8', We were in
these tanks for periods varying from one to thirteen hours at a
stretch, They were exceedingly uncomfortable, however, as it
was impossible to sit up, the air was foul, it was perfectly
dark, and we had to be all the time in some inches of dirty water,
| Water constantly dripped in from the pumps, too, and until T had
l marked the walls, and timed the rise of the water, we had suspected
| some of the Bolshevik members of the crew of letting some water in,
There wags only one place of entry or exit, and that was a manhole
always screwed down, and carefully covered with planks and lumber,
after we had entered,

We were thirty three days in the ship before she sailed,
during all of which time, except the occasion already mentioned
and at night when we sometimes came out to promenade in the well
deck, we remained below, Through want of exercise and light, and
the discomfort of the tanks, we both became very thin and emaciated,
while Captain Bott developed jaundice,

Before the ship sailed a motley party of Greeks and Jews,
came on board as passengers, and lived in the hatches, Nothing
exciting happened on the voyage except that there was trouble be-

| tween the firemen, some of whom were Bolsheviks, and the engineers,

€ There was some drawing of revolvers and knives but no damage was
done, and in the end the third engineer worked as fireman, whilst
the fireman did practically nothing else but drink vodka, The
very old Captain, too, of this very old and very rusted ship, lost
his bearings, but managed eventually to reach ODESSA on the night
of the third day, :

| : We landed from a boat the next morning, and as I saw an

| oﬂﬂpaﬂr Australian officer picqueting the jetty with soldiers at the place

b where we intended to land, the boat was steered to a public landing
place, where, fortunately, some passéngers were landing from another
steamer, Austrian and German troops were in occupation in the
town, and owing to recent trouble with Bolsheviks the docks were
heavily guarded, We were not molested, however, and, hiring a
drosky, we drove to an address that had been given us, The Russian
gentleman there could not help us, but he gave us the address of an
English civilian in the town; and from two friends of the Russian
who had recently come from Petrograd, we obtained passports, Ny
pagsport stated that I was a Russian subject and a native of
Turkistan, by name Sergay Feodovitch Davidoff, with a wife named
Anastasia, aged 19 years, Captain Bott's stated that he was a
German-speaking Lett, named Genkoff, These passports were
afterwarde very useful as we were able to obtain bread and sugar
from the Austrians at a cheap rate, as Hussian subjects,

.Tha.Engliahman whom we met was in partnership with a
German, a Jew and a Greek, and ran a small tannery, For a short

while I worked there, cutting up hides, etc,, Captain Bott being
tco ill to work, and I also sawed woocd as part payment for our
food, for which we paid, Food was very expensive, but fortunately
we were able to borrow some money from the Dutch consul there,

Most food supplies had been "cornered" by Jewish speculators, end
speculation, more than scercity, was responsible for the high
prices, A good dinner cost from £10 to £11, and a suit of clothes
from £80 to £100,

The Bolsheviks were still giving trouble in QDESSA.
About 20,000 were supposed to be in the town, ready to break out
at any time, and an army of 25,000 Austrians and 10,000 to 12,000
Germans were kept in the town to maintain order, The Bolsheviks
had issued a manifesto that the killing of officers and rich
citizens was to recommence on the 26th Oct,, and there was a good
deal of excitement among the civilians and officers, Guns were
kept trained down several of the main streets by the Austrians, a
fort had been constructed outside the town where the Russian
officers hoped to make a stand if the Austrians should be withe
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drawn from the town, and the Austrian gendarmerie patrols and
Ukranski police had orders to shoot anyone who was found with ,
arms, As we occupied a room in the Bolshevik quarter, we always
carried our revolvers, and it was mainly because we owned pistols
that we were able to find a place to sleep, The English residents
there had to report regularly to the Austrians, and were afraid to
do much for us, whereas a Ukranian officer who greatly feared the
Bolshevike gave us shelter partly bvecause we owned pistole and
might be able to help him if the Bolsheviks called at night, The
room was used as an office by day, so consequently we spent the day
in the streets and cafes, observing what was going on, and as Cap-
tain Bott could speak German, and I had learned Russian whilst in
Turkey, we got a good deal of useful information about the Austrians
and Germans there and the situation generally, which I was able to
hand in afterwards to the British Intelligence Qfficers at Varna,
Scfia and Salonica,-

Through making a number of arrests and executions the
Austrians prevented a recurrence of the atrocities that had occurred
in ODESSA in liarch, 1918, but there were many robberies, frequent
shooting in the streets at night, and 225 Austirian soldiers and
60,000 wagons of ammunition were blown up by the Bolsheviks,

We had intended to attempt to reach Archangel, where a
British force was operating, or to travel east mg to BAKU, but the
British force had recently evacuated BAKU, and we were told by
travellers that the Archangel route was impossible, We were
arranging to travel to YASSY in ROUMANIA, where we heard that there
was an English Military Commission, when we received offers to go
as aviators to the Russian Volunteer Army, which was operating in
the region of the DON country, against Bolsheviks, They promised
that, after some service with them, to see that we joined up with
the Ententists Forces in SIBERIA, In any case we would have
dii . flown there had they been unwilling to let us go, but we missed a
T train that we should have caught, and a few days afterwards we
| heard of the Bulgarian armistice,

Through a Russian mercantile Captain whom we met, we went
on board the Euphrat, a Russian ship, which the Austrians were
eending to VARNA to bring back released Ukranian prisoners, We
went on board at night unnoticed by the Austrian sentries, and
remaining hidden till the steamer left port, reached Varna on
November oSth,

| At VARNA the ship was given five days quarantine but with
| a Russian General and two Naval Captains of the Russian Fleet, who
had also got aboard unknown to the Austrians, we evaded the quarantine

and managed to get ashore,

The town had been occupied only a few days before by an

advance party of British soldiers and French sailors, We went to
‘ the French Headquarters, and were taken by them to the British
| Brigadier-General ROSS, wio, with about ten officers and &out fifty
| men were in occupation of the town, and we reported to the General
} for duty, but as we had no uniforms and were both suffering from

the effects of Spanish influenza, for which we had had no medical
attention and as we had no place to lie up in, in ODESSA, We were
sent by train via Plevna to SOFIA, From SOFIA we were sent by car
through the STROUMA Valley to SALONICA, We were objects of much
suspicion to the officers and orderlies at Headquarters there, for
I had a coat that had been given me in ODESSA, and which was much
too big, a fancy waistcoat with green stripes (also a gift}l,
trousers that 1 had received in a clothes distribution in Turkey,
and a broad brimmed felt hat,

| We obtained uniforms in SALONICA, but unfortunately were
detained in that town for two weeks awaiting transport, during which
time the German armistice was signed, From Salonica we were sent to
Port Said and thence to Cairo, being subsequently sent from Port Said
to Marseilles, arriving in London on December 21lst, 1918,

LONDON, | (Sgd.) T, W, White, Captain |
9th January, 1919, Australian Flying Corps,
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Report by Captain THOMAS W. WHITE, Australian
Flying Corps.

14, Alexandra Mansions, Beaufort Street, Chelsea,
S.W.

I was taken prisoner near Bagdad on 13th Novem-
ber 1915. 1 left Bagdad for Mosul on 25th November,
reaching there on 1st December. I left Mosul on
19th February 1916 for Aleppo, arriving there about
ten days later. 1 remained almost two weeks in
Aleppo, and four or five days in Tarsus, reaching
Afion Kara Hissar on 29th March 1916. I remained
for two years and three months in Afion Kara Hissar,
and was then sent to Constantinople. I escaped from
Constantinople on 24th August 1918, and, travelling
»iii Russia and Bulgaria, reached Saloniea.

During my captivity I saw, and heard of, many
instances of neglect and cruelty to British and Indian
prisoners of war. During the retreat to Kut-el-Amara
in November 1915, about 40 British troops and 500
Indians were taken prisoners on barges that had run
aground in the River Tigris. Three officers, Lieut.-
Commander C. Goad, R.I.M., Captain H. Brodie (since
deceased in Turkey), 103rd Mahratta Light Infantry,
and 2nd Lieut. . Crosby-Flynn were among the
prisoners. The British prisoners were stripped by
Arabs, and, without clothes or boots, were forced to
march 80 miles to Bagdad, the officers only receiving
a few old clothes from the Turks. At Bagdad they
were miserably quartered, and, after receiving a pair of
slippers each but no clothes, they were sent omn u
further long march to¢ Mosul vid Kirkuk, a detour
which lengthened the jonrney by 75 to 100 miles, and
cost a few more lives. When what was left of the
party arrived at Mosul, after about a month’s constant
marching and after having covered about 350 miles,
they were in a pitiable plight, and would not have been
recognised by their closest friends. A few verminous
rags that they had stripped from sepoys who had died
on the march were tied about their dirty and horribly
emaciated bodies. They were utterly exhausted and
dispirited, and some were in a dying state with dysen-
tery. A few donkeys accompanied the melancholy
procession, and carried some semi-conscious sick and
the corpse of an Indian. The Indian had been wound
by his puttees to the donkey’s back by his comrades,
and in this position had died. A description of Air
Mechanic Pass, R.F.C. (who died on the next march),
would be descriptive of several others in the party.
He had no trousers, though it was winter, and he must
have felt the cold severely ; instead he had only a pieee
of filthy blanket around his loins, the remnants of an
old cotton shirt about his shoulders, and a cap that he
had taken from a dead sepoy. He had the remains of
an old pair of slippers on his feet—or rather on his
toes, for his heels had been so lacerated with the rough
marching over all kinds of country that his feet were
swollen even above the ankles so that he could only
walk on tip-toe. The blanket, too, had so chafed him
that it had formed large sores, and he was forced to
hold it away from his body as he walked. He wus
so miserable then, too, that when he waved his hand
to me on entering the prison I did not recognise him.

On arrival at Mosul a few were sent to hospital and
the remainder put in large bare cells on the ground
floor. Two hundred and twenty-five prisoners of ranks
and grades from Indian sweepers to British warrant
officers were shut up together in one cell. Some days
afterwards some grass mats were put on the stone
floor, But no bedding or clothes were issued them,
though it was winter, and they were so crowded that
they eould not move about, but had to remain sitting
or standing on the same spot all day. The sanitary
arrangements were disgusting, and they were not
allowed to visit the latrines when they had need, but
were taken en masse at 6 am, and 6 p.m. As many
of the prisoners were suffering from dysentery and
diarrhcea, this restriction caused a great deal of further
unnecessary suffering, Numbers of Avabs, tied
together and handeuffed in pairs, would be brought
in daily by gendarmes. Those that could afford it
would buy a position as one of the prisoners’ guards
from the third-in-command at the prison. The others
would remain handeuffed and in some cases chained to
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the wall for some weeks in pestilential cells where
they had only sitting room. Those that lived through
were then drafted off for serviee, still handecuffed and
tied in pairs

I have witnessed some amazing acts of ecruelty
perpetrated by the Commandant, Abraham Hakki
Bey, onthree men. They were frequently bastinadoed,
and at the inspection before being sent on service
sick men would usunally be dragged down the flight of
stone steps to the barrack square where the Com-
mandant would attack them with ferocity of a wild
heast, and with kicking, spitting and swearing at
them, and a liberal application of his riding whip,
would bring them to their feet and declare them fit.
It was not surprising then, that with guards chosen
from among such mem who were little more than
savages, and whose promotion seemed to depend on
their propensities for brutality, that the guards
followed the example of the Commandant and meted
out similar treatment to the unfortunate prisoners.
If one of the guard fancied the boots, puttees or any
article of clﬂt.hmg that a prisoner had managed to
obtain, he would perhaps make him an offer cnf a few
piastres for the article. Jf, however, the .prisoner
refused to part with it—for want of it on the mnext
march might eost him his life—the gunard would
not allow that man to march out on the latrine parade
till he had parted with it. Prisoners were frequently

- gtruck with sticks, and I once saw an unconscious

sepoy taken to hospital, who had been felled with a rifle
butt because, through weakness, he was walking too
slowly when returning from the latrine parade.

The food supplied to the prisoners was so scanty
and of such poor quality, that even the Indians, who
ordinarily require much less food than British troops,
grew daily thinner and died from absolute mal-nutri-
tion. The fcod consisted of two small cakes of coarse
bread and a handful of boiled wheat in the morning
and some kurrawanna, a watery stew, in the evening.
A dish of kmrrawanna was divided between 10 men.
And it was noticeable how almost all of the meat was
usually to be found in those dishes provided for the
guard. The prisoners, except one party of about 10,
who by some mischance were allowed to have a
bath on their arrival, were not able to wash even
their faces and hands during the whole of the time
they were in Mosul. And though the river Tigris was
only about 100 yards away, yet even drinking water
was scarce. Without being able to wash their faces and
hands, the repulsively filthy condition of the prisoners
can be imagined when it is remembered that they
had to adopt the Mussulman methods in regard to
sanitation. Complaints on our part regarding the
treatment of the men were either ignored by the
Commandant or threatening answers sent back to
us. At no time would he ever eome to see us if asked
to do so or did he even visit us  The conditions under
which we nine British officers were confined were
certainly better than those accorded to the men, who
were treated like so many beasts. But our treatment
was certainly bad,. We were in cells immediately above
the men, so that on those rare occasions when, by
persuading the one well-disposed N.C.O. of the guard
to let the men out of their dens and they were a.]luwed
to sit in the courtyard to gain a little warrnth and kill
some of the vermin that swarmed in their rags, we
were able to throw food to them, and when we had it,
a little money. We were quartered five in one cell
and four in another ; our cells leading »ff in both cases
from guard rooms, where strong guards of verminous
Arabs slept in sheepskins on the floor. Our cells
measured about 10 x 10 ft. We were given grass
mats to cover the floor. But,except for the first two
officers to arrive and who were given Arab bedsteads,
we received no beds, bedding or furniture. Wé were
allowed to promenade on 25 yards of balcony outside
our door. But owing to the stench of latrines at
either end and the at all times filthy condition of
the balcony because our guards, Turkish soldiers
quartered in the prison, preferred to use the balcony
to the indeseribable places of sanitation, our exercise
was not carried out under the not pleasant eircum-
stances. We received no food from the Turks, but
received instead paper money which was supposed to
be at the rate of 4s. 6d. per day. We were not allowed
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to make our own purchases of food, nor, in fact, did we
see the outside of our prison except about once a fort-
night when after many applications we would be allowed
to visit the bath. We were told that if we were paid
in full we would bribe someone to assist us to escape.
We therefore would receive only one week’s pay about
everv two or three weeks; this was always still further
reduced as we had to pay exchange on the notes. We
nevertheless managed to save some money for the men
and surreptitiously to bring one or two each night to
our quarters for a meal; but among so many we could
do little and there were many deaths. Among the
officers two had the jaundice during the time we were
there, another had fever and others suffered from
dysentery. One officer who attended hospital to have
a bandage put on a sore on his leg, found no less than
40 lice on the second-hand bandage that had been
applied.

A seecond batch of men who had been taken in the
retreat to Kut-el-Amara arrived about two weeks after
the others. They had been brought in carts from
Kirkuk, in Kurdistan, as they were too ill to walk. It
was a mere chance that they were brought on in this
way, as the carts had been sent to Kurkuk to bring in
some Armenian women who in some mysterious way
had disappeared.

On arrival at Mosul some of the men were too weak
to stand and lay huddled up on the ground. The prison
guards in a most brutal manner commenced to kick
them, but none of them could rise. I shouted to them
from the balcony to desist; for three of our number
saw this outrage. We then sent to the Commandant
to say that if he could not provide stretchers for these
men, we would carry them to the hospital. He sent
back a reply that we could carry them if we chose.
About six of some 15 or so were British, and some
of them were unconscious and in a dying state. We
carried them to the hospital and left them lying out-
side to be admitted after dividing what money we had
amongst them. They were in the last stages of
dysentery, and one man whom I carried to the hospital
(Private Atkins, Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry),
had found it necessary to tear away the seat of his
trousers owing to weakness, and to avoid the constant
necessity of taking them down. As far as I know all
the men of this party, except a Sergeant Johnson,
Indian Supply and Transport Corps, died in hospital.

The hospital treatment was atrocious, though most
of the men agreed that the doctors did their best. But
they were understaffed, and the patients were left to
the tender mercies of callous inhuman Arab wardsmen.
As I never visited hospital myself in Mosul 1 cannot
vouch for the truth of the statements made. But I
never doubted what was told me by the British soldiers,
who had all become very dispirited, and after so much
suffering seemed rather to welcome than to fear death.
And the fact that whilst I wasin Mosul I know of only
about six men who were discharged from hospital out
of some scores of admissions seems eloquent enough
testimony. The Indians preferred to die among their
comrades to suffering loneliness and ecruelties in
hospital. There is no doubt that the unnatural state
in which the prisoners were kept pent up in their cells
made their cases almost hopeless before being admitted
to hospital. But, except in one ward, the wardmen
made no seruple of selling the food intended for one
patient to any other who might possess money. In
addition to this, if any patient through weakness
soiled his bed, or in any way displeased the wardmen,
he would be brutally cuffed about the head and spat
upon ; which treatment put the feeble and emaciated
patient in such a state of mind that he died of sheer
despondency. Private Atkins, afore-mentioned, was
one of four such cases, It was only by chance that
we heard and were able to keep a list of these men who
had died. When we complained about this, the Com-
mandant informed us that it was none of our business,
and that they /the Turks) kept all necessary lists,
Sometimes men who could not gain admission to
hospital would die in their cells. 1 was informed by
two men that whilst on the march from Kirkuk to
Mosul, no less than 40 prisoners, both British and
Indian, were shut up for the night in a room measuring
only 12 feet by 12 feet, with alow ceiling. Only a few
were able to sit down, though they had marched
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25 miles and had to do a similar march the next day.
The majority had to remain standing all night ; the
air was hot and fetid, but fortunately only one man
died during the night, though Sergeant Walsh, Indian
Supply and Transport Corps, died next morning. Air
Mechanic Pass (since deceased in Turkey) reported to
me that whilst on the march betweem Bagdad and
Kirkuk, an unoffending sepoy who was marching
beside him had his shoulder broken by a blow delivered
by one of the guard with a rifle butt, and died not
long afterwards. In this case the offender was punished
as the Turkish officer in charge was a humane man, who,
unfortunately left the column at Kirkuk.

Besides the prisoners taken during the retreat to
Kut-el-Amara, 50 sepoys and a subahdar of the
102nd King's Grenadiers who formed the Consul guard
to Bagdad prior to the outbreak of war, were also
imprisoned in Mosul and had been shut up in this
same prison since December 1914, On arrival in
Mosul warm clothes were taken from them, and in
consequence some of their numbers had died of cold.
By April 1916, after what was left of the prisoners
had arrived at Aleppo, only the subahdar and one sepoy
were alive. The subahdar died soon afterwards of
typhus at Afion Kara Hissar, and, I believe, though I
am not certain, that the solitary sepoy has died too.
At Mosul, the Consul Guard, with some odd sepoys
captured at various intervals, a few Russians and
Persians, and a British sergeant were confined in the
one cell. The Britisher, Sergeant Blaker, of the Indian
Telegraphs, was taken while earrying out repair work
behind the British lines near Sheikh Saad, by a force
of Arab and Turkish cavalry. He informed me that
after landing from the steam launch ‘ Shat-el-Akab,”
his party was attacked, and he and two natives were
taken prisoner. The launch moved off, and its guard
of a havildar and six sepoys put up a running fight.
The skipper of the launch was killed, however, and the
launch ran aground. The wounded sepoys were killed
by the women of the village, who pelted them with
débris ; the havildar was put to death. Sergeant
Blaker and the two natives who were with him had
then to accompany the enemy cavalry back to their
own lines, and they had to run through the whole of
the ensuing day. One of the natives who had received
a kvife wound from an Arab, who attempted to extort
money from him, died through mortification of his
wound after reaching Mosul.

About 16th February 1916, 250 odd British and
Indian prisoners started out on a march of over
200 miles to Ras-el Aim, the terminus of the unfinished
Constantinople-Bagdad railway line. Thirty-six don-
keys were supplied to carry the sick. Many of the
Indians were without boots, and were so weak that
they had to be mounted on donkeys at the outset.
We had written to the Commandant saying that he
must provide boots or at least slippers for those men
who had no footwear, but our letter was ignored. We
understood that we were to accompany the prisoners
in carts. We were told that we were to pay about
121, for the carts, but we refused to do this, and said
that we would marech with the men, though two of our
number were really too weak to march. The carts
were provided, however, but we were taken away from
the men.

Only 30 of the 250 prisoners swurvived the march.
They had practically no bedding, they receivea scarcely
any food, they slept out at nights in pouring rain and
in temperature which froze the ground. One by one
they dropped out exhausted and were despatched by the
guard. A British warrant officer told me that Air
Mechanic Pass, who had Deen left behind in a village
to be picked up by a cart that accompanied the column,
had been killed by the guard who, when questioned,
denied that they had ever seem him. There were
11 Britishers in the party, but only one, Sergeant
Blaker, reached Aleppo. Two of the Britishers, who
went mad, died at Nisibin. They were Private Cottle,

of the Black Watch, and I think Private Freemsn, who

belonged to the Oxford and Bucks L.I. Cottle was
one of five men of the Black Watch and the Seaforth
Highlanders who were eaptured while serving with
the force which attempted to relieve Kut-el-Amara.
One died in Mosul and the others died on the march
from Mosul. They reported that a Colour-Sergeant

o

O.T. 19—cont.

RCDIGOOO01334



‘ll-

e e T T T T S e e

! Afion Kara Hissar. March
i 29, 1916—June, 1918,

0410—611

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

142

Jessup, of the Black Watch, who was captured with
them, was shot by the Turks soon after his eapture.

- A few prisoners, who were left behind at various
hospitals en route between Mosul and Aleppo, were
discharged and came on later, though they would not
have been more than 20 in number, ma.kmg a total of
50"out of 250 who survived the march to thefoot of
the Taurus Mountains. In crossing these rugged
ranges more men were lost, and Warrant Officer (now
Lieatenant) Sly, S.A.t'. Corps, who was one of three
Britishers who came on from hospital, dropped out on
the road from utter exhaustion. He was kicked about
the head by his guards, who wished to assure them-
selves that he was not shamming, and he was then
left by his comrades for dead. When he came to, he
found himself in an Arab roud-mender’s camp, while
the occupiers were obviously disputing regarding the
distribution of his clothes. But seeing a Turkish
officer passing, he made a sudden rush from the hut,
and, protected by the Turkish officer, he was taken
back to Aleppo, and subsequently came on to the
concentration eamp.

- Camps for prisoners were situated at Brusa (for
ge:uemls, staffs, colonels, and a few majors), Kasta-
muni (mostly officers of the Kut-el-Amara garrison),
Yozgad (Kut-el-Amara and a few other odd prisoners),
and Aﬁnn Kara Hissar, where the Gallipoli, a few
Kut-el-Amara and other Mesopotamians, and most
Flying Corps officers were kept. On our way to
Afion Kara Hissar from Aleppo we were in charge
of a Turkish lieutenant, who was always under the
influence of rakki (the Turkish absinthe). The soldiers
of the guard, however, were very vigilant, as they
were intimidated by him, so vigilant, indeed, that they
would not let us purchase food unless the officer was
present, and as be was usually sleeping or could not
be approached we had several hungry days; in fact,
for five days, with the exception of a meal given us
by a young German officer, we had only a very little
bread, though two of our party were seriously ill,
We arrived at Afion Kara Hissar about 2 a.m. and
were marched, carrying our belﬂngmgs and suppurtlng_
the sick, with the 30 odd survivors of the men’s
party, about two miles to the local barracks. We
found on arrival that a Sikh sepoy had been struck
on the head with a rifle by one of the guard as he

was leaving the train, and had been dra-'gged along

all the way to the town on a blanket by Sergeant
Blaker and one of the sepoy’s comrades. I thought

the man was dead, and I reported the matter to an

English-speaking Turkish naval officer there, and told
hnn also of the sufferings of the men and of the
brutality of the guards. He said that the offenders
would be dealt with, but I do not know if anyone was
punished, though the sepoy who was taken to hospital
subsequently recovered.

After being two days in an empty house in Afion
Kara Hissar undergoing quarantine, we were taken to
an Armenian church in the town with about 80 other
officers, most of whom were Russian.

We were confined in this church for six weeks
as a punishment, we were told, because three officers
of the garrison had attempted to escape. A mew
Commandant arrived, who made the treatment of
priseners much more rigorous than before.

Practically all soldier prisoners were sent to work
on roads or to tummel the Taurus Mountainsg for the
Bagdad railway. In some of the camps the death
rate was high owing to malaria and typhus. In those
supervised by Germans, however, the treatment was
better and there was less disease.

Whilst confined in the Armenian church, which

had a small graveyard alongside, a Russian officer
and a British sﬂldler died of typhus. For the first
two weeks we were not allowed outside the door of
the church, latrines being erected in the vestry; but
afterwards we were permitted to walk in the small

graveyard outside. The graveyard measured about

30 yards by 15 yards, and the Armenians who had
been buried there had evidently been put in very
shallow graves, or they had b&En dug up again, for
their bones littered the ground. A Russian doctor
among the prisoners said that an eye disease which
I contracted whilst shut up in this place was due to
septic dust from the graveyard. After the escaped
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officers, Lieuts. Cedric Stoker and Cochrane and
Lieut. Price, R.N. (since deceased in Turkey) were
retaken, the British prisoners were put into four
Armenian houses near the town, the Russians and
French being quartered in others in the Armenian
quarter. There were many houses such as these, for
there had been a general muster of Armenians, and
the men had been marched off—mo doubt to be
massacred, for in every town that I visited I heard
stories of the awful atrocities committed against
these unfortunate Christians. The houses were large
enough, so that we were not unduly overcrowded ;
but as the Turks supplied no beds, no bedding, no
furniture, firewood, mnor lighting, and as we had
actually to pay rent for about the first nine months
there, and as practically all houses there were infested
with vermin, in other respects we were not so well off.

We received paper money ostensibly at the rate of
4z, 6d. per day, but the valne of paper money was
always depreciating and the price of food rising, so
that as time went on, it became more and more
difficult to live. The 4s. 6d. per day was debited
agginst the British Government, who stopped the
amounts from our pay acconnts. Had it not been for
a fund started by the American Ambassador in Con-
stantinople, from which we received payments in
addition to our Turkish pay, it would have bheen
impossible for us to have bought sufficient food.
After America’'s entry into the war, this fund was
administered by the Dutch Ambassador. Commencing
about May 1916 with payments to each officer and man
of about 60 piastres each (10s.) per month, it was
gradually increased to 5 liras (about 47. 10s. face value)
for each officer ; three for each British soldier and two
for each Indian. Payments at this rate lasted till
about March 1918, when with the extraordinary rise in
the prices of food, the rates were gradually increased
to 15 liras per officer and 8 liras per man, and, I
believe, from about the date I escaped, August 1918
till the armistice, 18 liras per month for each officer.
Even with this useful monetary assistance we were - by
no means able to live well. European stores of course
were practically unobtainable, and the price of food of
the country, which is ordinarily so low in times of
peace, had soared to unheard of limits.

Our staple articles of food were bread and peckmez.
The bread was seldom good, being a coarse brown
variety, and usually very stodgy and, towards the end
of the season, containing a quantity or husks, straw,
and grit. For these cakes of bread which weighed
about 11 1bs. we had to pay 1s. 5d. each. Peckmez is a
kind of molasses made from the residue of grapes after
wine-making. Costing at firet about 10d. per Ib., it
quickly rose to 10s. per Ib. Beef, usually buffalo, cost
6s. 6d. per Ib. Mutton (goat) cost 8s. 6d. The meat
was usnally so tough that we always minced it; and of
course we could afford only a little. Though we had
seen in the papers of the Berne Conference that
Turkish prisoners in British hands were receiving
quarters, lighting, rations and fuel, our representative
was evidently not alive to the deception in the Turkish
part of the agreement. The Turks had undertaken to
oive us quarters, lighting, fuel, firewood, &c., the
same as supplied to Turkish officers. Anyone who
possessed the slightest understanding of the Turk
character should know that deceit and ecunning are
two of his main characteristies, and that such an
agreement on his part was worse than useless. For
he conld always point to some one of his officers who
received nothing at all. During tke winter of 1917-18
when the thermometer recorded for weeks at a time
temperatures of from 10° to 14° below zero, Centigrade,
we had the greatest difficulty in obtaining firewood.
In the particular house in which I was the cenior
officer, we had to chop up the ground floor of the
house, where the original inhabitants had kept their
cows, to cook our food. Firewood at that time cost as
much as 6d. per 1b., so that we could not afford to buy
much for heating purposes. '

Our pay, and the money from the Embassy too, was
often held in reserve by the Turks (and we suspected

that the Turks made use of it) for sometimes a month

at a time, On such occasions we found the greatest
diff culty in obtaining food, as the shopkeepers would
only allow us about a week's credit. The Turkish

‘-
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Red Crescent officials, too, informed the British Red
Cross that prisoners in Turkey did not require parcels,
but that money was of more use. As a natural con-
sequence the Turk made money by giving us a low rate
of exchange ; so that for the value of a pareel which in
England would cost 10s. and which was worth to us
about 30L, w2 would receive 60 piastres (10s.) from the
Turk, which was only sufficient to buy a pound of
peckmez. Tea cost from 20I. to 40l. per lb., kerosene
cost 15s per quart, so that we eould not afford such
luxuries.

Had we consented to give our parole, we could
have had a much pleasanter time during our captivity.
After the escape of three officers from Kastamuni,
about September 1917, that camp was broken up
and those who would give parole were promised
good treatment, while those who refused were
assured of bad treatment. Unfortunately, contrary
to regulations, 74 British officers gave their parole
to the Turk, that they would not attempt to
escape for the duration of the war, provided they
received in return certain good treatment. These
officers were then sent to Gedis, where they received
the promised treatment; they had almost complete
liberty ; they were able to buy food and firewood at a
cheaper rate, and they were situate in a town where
the winter was not so severe, By their action in giving
parole these officers made conditions worse for those
of us who would not. Whenever we complained about
the price of food, the impossibility of obtaining fire-
wood, restrictions regarding exercise, &c., we were
told that we should follow the example of the others
and give parole. The very severe winter did induce
others from our camp to give parole, but by giving
parole, escape was made more difficult for the re-
mainder of us, as there were fewer of us to guard.
Apart from the fact that it is an officer’s duty to
endeavour to rejoin his fighting forces again, an officer
who gives parole that he will not attempt to escape for
the duration of the war, in a way, in my opinion,
assists the enemy, as the enemy is enabled to send
those troops who would otherwise be employed in
guarding prisoners of war, to join the fighting forces,
whilst such an action must be derogatory to British
prestige.

About July 1916, men of the Kut-el-Amara garri-
son began to arrive at Afion Kara Hissar. Although
they had surrendered through shortage of food, these
already enfebled men had to march those enormous
distances between Mesopotamia and Amnatolia where
no railways had been laid. No less than about 800
miles had to be marched over mostly desert country,in
addition to a long railway journey. All the horrors of
the march of the 500 sick and wounded wen taken on
the retreat to Kut-el-Amara, and already described
here, were repeated on a larger scale. The 500 odd
men had felt the severity of the winter, but the men of
the surrendered garrison did this same march during
the burning heat of the summer. Forty-four Flying
Corps mechanics were taken in Kut. Nomne had been
killed nor died during the siege, but 38 died on the
march. Regiments were reduced to 40 or 50 men.
These unfortunates who dropped out on the march near
a town or village that possessed a hospital, usually
dropped out to die. Corporal Sloss, Australian Flying
Corps, reported to me that at Nisibin, where he was
in hospital with many others suffering from dysentery
and exhaustion, there were three tents for the pris-
oners’ patients. All the severity of the sun was felt
in these tents as they were absolutely unshaded. In
one tent, he told me, those men able to walk about
were kept. In another, those who were weaker still;
and in the third, those who were so far gone that they

were too weak to go to the latrines, and in some cases

too weak to lift what food was placed there for them.
They were put there to die, yet some of them lay
there for as long as two weeks, unattended, weltering
in their own ordure, covered with flies and undergoing
the suffering of dysentery under a semi tropical sun,
before they died. On one occasion Sloss saw a man
being carried out to be buried, who showed signs of
life. With some other patients who were too weak tu
rise, he told the Turks that the man was not dead.
But sooner than take the dying man back again, the
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inhuman wardsman fetched some water which they
ured down the unconscious man’s throat till he
choked and died.

On arrival at Afion Kara Hissar the survivors
presented a pitiable spectacle. They were ragged,
indeseribably dirty and haggard, miserably thin and
dispirited and they staggered along the road like
drunken men, tottering from side to side, stumbling
and falling and occasionally being assisted by comrades
not quite as exhausted, as they struggled along on
their way to the barrack. About 200 died in
Afion Kara Hissar in about six weeks, as a result of
their terrible experiences. Daily we would see four or
five dead men, without coffins and simply wrapped in a
rag which was taken off before the man was buried,
being carried through the streets near our camp en
route for burial in the Armenian cemetery. No
service was held, and though we had both a Catholic
and a Wesleyan chaplain as prisoners in our camp,
they were not allowed, though they repeatedly applied,
to officiate at the burials. The corpses were always
carried by other Kut men who staggered along and
seemed much too weak for such work. British,
Russians, and Indians were at first buried indiserimi-
nately in the same graves, till a strong protest from
the men was listened to by the Turkish Commandant.
Though there were three, and at one time four, British
doctors in our camp, they were not allowed to attend
to the soldier prisoners. An Indian Mussulman,
Fuzel Ahmed, an assistant surgeon in the Indian
Subordinate Medical Service, attended to the soldiers.
This man was on parole and could ‘do as he pleased,
and with his Mussulman orderly was suspected of
spying on the British officers, and it was strange that

~the Turkish Commandant usually had good information

when an escape was contemplated.

The Commandant Musloum Bey was a brutal ruffian,
who believed in terrorism and intimidation. Floggings
of soldier prisoners were frequent, and, just before the
armistice, the Commandant was found guilty by a
Turkish Commission of forcible unnatural offences

inst four British soldiers. On one occasion he
ordered a Russian officer who had tried to seize the
Commandant’s sword when the Commandant went
to strike him, to 200 strokes with the dyak. The
officer was beaten at the Armenian Church, where
some British and Russian soldiers were quartered, in
the presence of British soldiers. The Commandant
beat the officer till the officer became unconscious and
he himself exhausted. In punishment of this sort the
bare feet are held up from the ground by a pole to
which they are attached by tightly wound loops of
wire, and the strokes are delivered on the bare feet,
calves and backs of the thighs. Thirty strokes are
usually sufficient for an ordinary Arab, yet that officer
was beaten three times into unconsciousness by
three different persons, the Commandant, English
interpreter and the Borch Chaoush (sergt.-major) of
the guard. After this he was thrown into a dungeon
below the Commandant’s office where his face was
severely burned through lying on a heap of lime for
some time, and where he remained for three days.
During this time he received no food or water from
the Turks, but survived only because British soldiers
lowered food and drink to him. He was unable to
walk for some time, and was three months in hospital.

On another occasion Private McKay, |5th Bat-
talion, A.LLF., who had been badly wounded in the

back with shrapnel and had been a year in hospital, was

struck on the back with a whip by a Turkish officer
who said he was not walking quickly enough. He
protested that his back was still bad, but received
another blow, at which he knocked the lieutenant out

~ and felled three of the guard who came to the officer’s

assistance. There were rumours that he was to be
shot, but we then heard that he was to be beaten each
day for a period of 22 days, Two of these beatings
had been already administered before we knew, but a
strongly worded and threatening protest on our part
caused the sentence to be anmnulled. On another
occasion 17 British N.C.0.s and P.O.’s were beaten by
a Turkish naval officer whose name I have now for-
gotten. Beatings are very common among the Turks,
and their own soldiers receive quite a lot of it. On an
occasion when three Russian soldiers attempted {o

o

0. T. 19—cont.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

RCDIGO001334



—

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

146

escape, the remaining Russians were beaten each day
till the three men were canght. To give an idea of our
Commandant’s idea of humour the following will suffice.
He called late one night on some of the senior British
officers in our camp, and told them that he intended to
hang two British soldiers and a Turkish soldier who
had assisted them whilst escaping, in the town bazaar
the next morning. The officers were horrified and pro-
tested against such action. But next morming the
British orderlies who made the purchases in the bazaar,
reported that three men had been hanged there all
right, and that the bodies were still hanging (a frequent
occurrence in Turkey). After leaving the camp in
suspense for some hours longer the Commandant sent
the interpreter to say that the men who had been
hanged were not British soldiers, but only some
bandits that had recently been caught.

I could expatiate on the evil doings of this man for
many more pages, but as my report is by now quite
lengthy enough, I will close it with these observa-
tions ;—

(1) Officers just taken prisoners have often received
courtesy and chivalrous treatment from
Turkish officers of good fighting regiments,
and have at once written to their friends to
say that they were well treated.

(2) That any subsequent letters written by them
to say that their treatment was bad, were
destroyed.

(3) That no doubt officers on parole said that they
were well-treated, and thus created false
impressions at home, where people did not
know one camp from another: for it is not
likely that these officers would admit that
their treatment differed from that in other
camps, moreover their letters would more
readily pass the Turkish censor.

(4) That the Turks took care not to exchange
prisoners or wounded until the war had
almost ceased. In this way no first-hand
information regarding treatment reached
our authorities; further, nobody escaped
from Turkey till the end of 1917.

(5) The Turk is so practised in deceit that he
deceived our anthorities and our Red Cross,

I should mention too that five officers were sent
from Afion Kara Hissar to Constantinople as a reprisal,
because of alleged ill-treatment of Turkish officer
prisoners in Cairo. These officers were confined without
exercise in an underground cell for three months, and
one died.

The three officers, Lieut.-Commanders Stoker and
Cochrane, R.N., and Lieut. Price, R.N. (since deceased),
received ten months gaol for their attempted escape.

Officers in Afion Kara Hissar received gaol for the
most trivial of alleged offences, and five British officers
were closely confined in their house and allowed out-
side their door for only half-an-hour each day during
a period of seven months, because they were suspected
of wanting to escape, and would not give their parole.

Four Russian officers who had attempted to escape
from Broussa were shut in their house for seven or
eight months, and were not once allowed outside.
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