29th. Battery, 8th. F. A. Bde.,
Camp 16, TLarkhill,
Bl 11 .16,

Dear Dad.,,

Things are pretty quiet here so thought of putting in
my time by dropping you a few lines in time for the mail going
out on the 30th. inst. . This is in the Army's time and it
looks a lot better if the major comes in for me to be typin
away,than if I had my writing pad out on the table, for that is
just the sort of thing he likes to harp on.

I think that I told you that I had had a great row with.
him some few weeks ago about my getting a stripe, but he has
got some idea infto his noodle that he wont have any sftripes in
the office now and that is the start and end of it, and to
argue or try and convince him of the responsibilify and extra
work that falls on me is only a waste of breath. All I can do
now is to work the Jjob to myg best advantage (which I am doing -
with a vengance) and wait till an opportunity comes to even
things out a little,

Gaurg@h'prnmutiun is going through orders tonight, as
being confirmed, which*that he is an N.C.0. for all time unless
reduced thrnugh the medium of a Court Martial,so he is settled

at lasgt. *means

| When in H.Q's. at Tondon I ran into Will. Hardwick. He

' had been sent over from France the afternoon previous to the =mrme
commencement of the "Big Push", and put into an O0fficer's Train-
ing School up in Seotland somewhere, and was then just going on
ten day's leave previous to going into camp down this way some-
where and then off to France again with a draft of men, so we
have written to him asking kim to try and get over to see us.

Last night I wrote to Mrs. Belfield, at Bristol telling
her that I understood th-t I was her second cousin, and wanted
to come up and see them all. Bristol is only 12 miles away
from Bath, and some of our chaps have gone there after parade
hag finished on a Saturday and returned the same night so it
ought to be an eagy, as well as & cheap matter to goto Bristol
for the week-end. We go half fare on all the trains when on
leave here, and to right up to Glasgow ( 480 miles from here)
it only costs us 34/1d,so you can see that the fares are pretty
cheap, although some of the trains on the lines dnwn this way

are awful.

Consceription has failed hopplessly at home much to our
surprise. I see® in the Anzac Bulletin that we have sent to
us every week, that the first lot of men who were called up gor
training have "been discharged again. It must have shook XkEkix
things up a little when they werex suddenly called into camp.
The coal strike appears to he pretty serious also but by the
time this reaches you it will , no doubt, be settled; just as
well it was not in the winter.

England must be pretty comfortably off for coal for we
are not regtricted in any way as to the amount we are to use in
our Pires. There is a big coal yard that always has about 10
ton in it and it is open to anyone in the Brigade to take what
they want, and as fagt as we use it it is replénished from the
railway by "Tommy" wagon teams drawn- by mules.

i The 3rd. Divisinnal Ammanition Column (attached to the

| 3rd, Divisional Artillery moved off to France this morning, and
they are using almost all mules for their transport. They are’
not bad workers, but are rotten to have to handle affer horsges.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCOIGOOOD1548



.~ When the mail arrived that had beft Melbourne on the
26th. of September, it brought nothing for me, and only a letter
from Alice for George, so we can only presume that you missed the
mall for the firgt time in four months, but from what wh can find
out, the following mail went down with the "Arahia", so that hag,
no doubt, our letters for the two mails aboard so now we will not
get anything for a deuce of a time.

We have hardjy got over our trip to Scotland yvet. and the
people we met up there have sent us a very pressing invitation %o
ccome up for Christmas, but somehow or other I don't think that we
will have Christmas dinner in England or Scotland either for that
matter.

The snow that we had last week-emd was a sdrce  of graat
fun to us fellows who had never sean anything of the ®ind before.
Teedless t¥o say I took several photoes and am on pins and needles
to see the result when they retirn “rom developement. I used to

4o my own work but now the water is Bo cold and so chalky thet I
send them into Salisbury to be done.

We had rain every day for a month, and then with a few
days of sun the ground had dried up beautifully, vhen it started to
snow; as long as it snowed*but it was when it stopped and started
to thaw was when the fun started,and in a day the place was as bad
as it d ever been, and now,with a few o0dd showees each day this wa=
week it "just about the same. * it was alright,

The other day I got a letter from Ten. Sulliven saying that
he had arrived in Fngland lagt Tuedday week, and was -in camp at
Parkhouse, on the Plains,but of course did not ¥now how closé to him
1 really was. = e are only about 8 miles away Pfrom there, so I
wrote to him saying that I wogld ceme over and see him next Sunday
if the weather is fine and I can get a Hoeme, or the Battery bike.

He had only been in Fngland feor about a week when he wrote and said
thaetrhe had bemn frozen to death, but he struck some of the eoldest
deys that we have had in the four months of our stay here. 5

When we are leaving for Prance we intend to leave all our
photography materials at Mrs., Seymour Darlington's in London, and
I am going to put a decent tunie and pair of breeches in a parcel
so that any time we get leave from there I will be able to Tun
down to her place, change into the decent things and be spick and
span in a few minutes. If we ever have the good lueck to get our
eleven days leave, I am going to travel from beginning to end, so
if I don8t see England,Scotland, and Ireland ;I'11l consider mycelf
a big mug. These Darlingtons are fine people, but no doubt, George
has told you &ll about them. They are relatives of Ada. Grant's.

We are aniiausly looking forward to getting our photoes
from Scotlamd when they arrive, as they are due in a few days now.

I could noé see anything much that I thought would suit

you when getting those books and things that T sent to the others,
from Glasgow, but thought that you would like that one of Lawson
Wood's so hope that you got it alright. It was very fumny when

I bought those things. It was on the lMonday morning, and altho'

we had been there since the Saturday morning it had not been very
costly as we had not bemn going to any big thestres ete.(as we
usually do in London). , When I statted off Pfrom here on the Thursday
I did not have extra much,in my pocket but found that on londay
~morning I still had something like nineteen shillings, so decided

to get a few things to send home, but by the time I had got some-
thing or other alround my account was up to 16/6d. so decided that

1t was time for me to pull out. = It was only then that I remen-
bered that I had not paid my board for the three days (half a guineal
80 had to get Henry to fix up for me till I got back here and got

my fortnight's pay. I thought those bocks and things bound in tartan
rather natty. |

: ; : " e T —— ; . iy : T S
i ity R s e e, " e B o8 i - e i -

RCOIGOOO1548
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



R e

When I sent on the album of photoes to mother I
took care to register so that ought to get there alright at
any rate. If they don't happen along you might let me know
as I still hold the receipt.

Sometime when I am findncial I must send you a 10/-
note from here as curio. They are printed on very flimsy paper;
they must be destroying and prinfting an awful lot for they
always seem pretty new. :

I will encloge in this the note that I pinched out
of the lunch bagket that we had coming down in the "Flying Sm%
Scotsman", also & message sent to us by our divisionel command-
er, lMajor-General NMonash. o

I have in my wallet some more views to be added to
the set in the album, When I get the Gaslight prints of the
Snow pietures I will sent them all on to you together and get
you to get an album to hold say 48 for me and put them in the -
order as I will number them from 97 onward, and send a catal-
ogue to agree with the prints, and then each time I get more
I can number them from fthe last ones I sent and send & fresh
catalogue for them and so on; Get-mey

Thanks for sending on those photoes that Ilr Germann
took, they are a bit of alright.

Tarkhill is very different now to what it was at the
beginning of the week. In that time two brigades of Infantry
(5,000 men in each) have disappeared during the nights, and
I expect that by the end of next week, the other Brigade and
the o0dd Units. such as Pioneers, Field Ambulances etec. will
ve all away leaving us here on our lonesome altogether for a
month or five weeks, when we too hope to be shifted.

: This morning George got a letter from Jack lelean.
He was well but said that it was pretty rotten out there with
mud up to ones thighs. He has been out of it for a while

a8 his leg is not strong enough to stand the charges etec.

Then Joe wrote the other day he said that where he was it was
well up above your knees so I think thaf we are very fortunate

being in the Artillery.

There*quidé a lot of fellows from Malvern in the RB9th
Battery here, including two fellows and an officer that I want
to school with,so I have plenty of chance to talk about things
that have occurred over your side. *are.

I have heard that some fellows have Just arrived from
Maribyrndng and are in camp at Fovant, seven miles on the other
side of Salisbury so must try and find out if Ted. is over there
with them.

I am not much of a typist as yet but am coming on
fairly well considering that I had had very little practdee
befaore getting pulled into this stunt.

We have all bemn issued with "Tommy" breeches but they
are pretty awful things. They are not badly made but are made
to fit the average Englishman which is not the same fitting as
the average Australian , and the result that altho' they come
up around our necks it is the job of & lifetime to get them up
over the calf of your leg. They are not provided with the
lacing like our"breks™ otherwise they would be tiptop.
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Wy Tpe -
- Friday evening.

The otherday a chap who had been away as batman to one
of our O0fficers was carted off withtthe mumps, anA the whole of
our hut,should, therefore, have been isolated, but the "Medico"-as
the doctor is often called in the Army- only decided to isolate
the man next to him otherwise I would be doing 21 days isolation
at present. The next day this chap who was to“%solated was carted
off himself, but I don't think that it was mamps. This morning
a man from another hut reported sick and it was found that he too
had them so things are not too pleasant just now.

Four bags containing 29 parcels arrived this afternoon
and it gives me the job of my life to make sure that the fellows
don't get hold of them without signing, as I have To send back the
waybills properly filled and signed by the individuals to whom
they are addressed. Needless to say I did not expect anything it.

George has Jjust come in to sit by the fire and fix up
his album before sending it home to Alice. I would have liked
to have done mine in the same way but at the time when I sent it
I was awfully busy handling our Christmas Mail, as they had put
it in orders that the Christmas mail closed on the 3rd. November
whereas the last mail d4id not elose till the 1léth. inst.

We were in hopes of being able to get a mail in time Zfor

the NWew Year but the next does not leave here till the Z20th. insf so

- that is the end of any thoughts of that kind.

If we didn't have these braziers in the hut here I think
we would all have heen dead long ago. ' They are a great idea. A%
night there is always a few,who have nothing else to de,around
the fire and it is marvellous how a fire makes men talk of things
that they have donw in years gone by. Just like we read of in

books.

: I was rather unlucky in not being able to get any photoes
of Glasgow, for up there they are wery frightened of spies and any-
one seen with a camera wil™ in 211l probability lose it at once, and

quite possibly get"run in" yourself,

When in London last time I got a pair of rubber gloves
like nurses and ddctors use. The idea of having these is to wear
them over an ordinary glove; when you wear an ordinary woollen
or leather glove it gets wet and if the weather is cold enough it
just simply freezes the gloves on your hands and hefore you can
get them thawed out your fingers are gome to the packe. By wearing
rubber gloves this d4s 11 saved as the rubber keeps the other dry.

I have come to a position now that I have to look around
the room to0 see if anything will cateh my eye that gives: me &an

inspiration as to what to write about,so I think that the best thing

T can do is to shut up and go to bed,and help the chap who sleeps
next to me to make a hole in his two parcels that he got today.

Best lowe to mother and all the rest not forgetting your-
self, |
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