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Divisionel Headquarters,
llarch 7th 1917.
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E ° 3 - & - Q -.M 3 G .
drde Australian Division.

I have to report that & considersble propowtion of the

forage sent up as hay is of very bad quality and is either being
refused by the horses or, if eaten, is giving rise to meny cases of
colic.

The particular quality of hay referred to has been on
issue - as a proportion of the hay ration - for the past 10 days, and
Artillery Units, notably the 7th Field Artillery Brigade, have had a
high percentage of it.

The Veterinary Officer in charge.of that Brigade,
Captain C.N.Callow A.A.V.C. Has reported to me the large number of
cases of coliec which have accurred since this material began to e
fed.

The A.A.V.C.Sergeants attached to the Batteries ha ve
all compleined of horses refusing their food - both when this materisl
is f&@taa long Ray, and when it is chaffed and mixed with straw chaff
and oats.

I have examined the hay and find that = proportion of it
is extremely coarse, likely to be quite innutritious, is bitter in
taste, and from the evidence quoted, likely to be dangerous.

Part of it - i.e. some trusses - are of finer quality and
might be fed chaffed and mixed with other food such as chaffed meadow
hay, straw chaff and oats but only then if other good forage im
unabtainable, and with & clear knowledge of the liklihood of
digestive trouble and wven serious colic.

I would suggest that representation be made to the Base

Supply. :-
- (1) that the fedding of this hay is dangerous, and likely to cause
disease. A

(2) that even if little disease results, it is innutrious and our
animals will lose condition.

(3) that if the best of it must be feed, 50% of good meadow hay be
issued with it so that animals get & mixture.

(4) Also that the Divisional Supply Officers be instructed to see
that each Unit gets only its fair proportiom of this marshy hay along
with its proportion of good meadow hay.

(signed.) H.A.Woodruff liajor.
ﬂ-D;T.S., ord. Aust. Divn.

DeDeVeSa,
2nd. Army

- This report has been sent to "Q" Divisionsal Headquarters,
today. Cen you assist in securing at any rate a 507 proportion of

A= PPN fsigned) H.A.Woodruff Major.
(¢ No A/ 63(:} [‘3 N AeDuVeSe., 3rd. Aust. Divn.
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