AWM4
Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries,

1914-18 War

New Zealand Units

ltem number: 35/26/1

Title: New Zealand Mounted Field

Ambulance

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

March - July 1915

AWM4-35/26/1

RCDIGT1001042



AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1001042
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et iy o T 0y By gy INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. - ULANCE
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages | 154 N.Z. MTD FIETD AVBULANCE
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- : 5 epmiarks and
Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information references to
: 191 | , | Appendices
Narng Practice in collecting wounded with the Mounted Rifle Bde doind dttack., Drill dismounted, 36
31s wounded per Regimeni{ attended to. WMen leammt importance of adjustiing slings properly whan carrying
) |men long distances on stretchers. Work of the week irn accdrdance with programme submitted to apd
approved by A.P,M.S5. carried out satisfacterily. Xit inspection on April 3rd very satiafactory
except that ghortage in mess tine 127, and uniforms showed that the men are still not able toc zo
on aqﬁive seryice without being very considersbly handicapped. Chortage in uniforms is trouserd
99 pats, breeches 80pairs, tuniecs 98. There are other important shortages in equipment, but the
abeve are the most important.
Veek Nothing of importance to note, Prograrme of werk for the week, approved by the A.D.M.S.
endin% carried out satisfactorily. Weekly return of A.T7,B, 213 to be gent to A,A.C. Genaral Headquartérs
Apl 10th 3rd Echelon, Mediterranean Espeditionar; Force Alexandris. |
Neek|l ending Teok over the duties of the S.N.0.N.Z.E.F. and told off all Medical Officers and Dentists left .
April at the Fase to different duties. Weather of the week not very trying to trcops on horses. Work
16th of Unit ratisfactorye HReceived notive to give up stretchers sent to me by D.A.D.M.S. who haod evida
ently forgotten that they were intended for Alexandria. If I had to move to-morrow I would be 2
stretchers short, These I have requisitioned for ever since I have been in Bgypt, and eventuall
17th got the first order to get them 8 days ago.
to 24tn . Usuval week's programme of work carried out satisfactorily. .
lst Nay On May lst under ingtructions from D.M.3: FEgypt I took over charge of Australian Cenvalescent
| Hgme Camp Abbassia, and the A,S.C, and the Remount Depot adjoining. Capt Widdowson E.A. te sleep
in the Camp. Sent 17 reinforcements to the N.Z.F.A. at the Dardanelles, Wsual training carrieg
eut satisfacterily. ' '
7th. Received orders to take Unit to Alexandyia with Mounted Brigade. | ;
8th Ready to entrain at 9 pm. Left Officers' horses behind, and 3 spare dradght horses. Taking 3
light horses for transportd Sergeants and farrier Sergeant. _
9th Arrived at Alexandria at 5.30 am, 7hole Unit with transport and equipment complete embarked
on Troopship Kingstonian, B 15 and left port early next morning; Anchored off Point Ellie maxk
night od Thursday 1l3th., May l4th anchored off CGaba Tepe midday. Ordersd to tranship te Galeka
next morning with mediwal equipment.Herses and wagons and transport personnel to return Lo Alexapdri
15th Order to tranship te Galeks cancellsd., Sailed to Lemnos Island. Tranghipped to Galeka later
in the day. Left Capt Milne and batman on B 15 in charge of trassport and Pte Griffiths sick
17 th Returned to Gaba Tepe in Galeka A,l4, -
18th Arrived in Galeka at Imbros Island at 7 am. Unit doing fatifues.
19 th Arrived at Caba Tepe 9.30 am. Captain Pairchild Dental Officer and batman went ashore, Unit
assisted in attending wounded brought on Yoard during morning, afternoon mmixevening, and early
mﬂmw?fwgu'w&lg ﬂglg,ﬂ;&;m sigut, Logan of ASM.R. Died on Board 4.45am shot through the head.
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Instructions regarding War Diaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F. S, Hq%.. Part II. .
and the Staff Manual respectively. Title pages :
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Place | Hour Summary of Events and Information , references 1o

N.eZ. MTD WIELD ANMBCE.,

Va ’

Elita Sailed in evening for Imbres Island. Whele Unit still eccupied ind assisting Australien Light
Horse Field Ambulance to treat the 547 wounded on boeard. |
24th Left troopship Caleka for shore , Mudros with complete medical equipment. Men carried equipment t |
to place allotted to us clese to shore by Cel Jornes. D.A.D.M.S. lent twe bell tents and dixies to
Australian No 1 Field Ambulance. Mmn bivouacked. ¥atigue parties sent every; day to Aust Stationgry

28th Hespitel, and tathing parade every day. Paid the men,

30th Received orders £.30 am to have all medicel equipment on lighter and men paraded on wharf ah 2pm

Order carried out leaving Camp very much cleaner thas we found@ it. Were teken from wharf 3 hour

later to mine sweeper ¥,S. 1, Left same night for Gaba Tepe. | :

31st Arrived Gaba Tepe 2,30 am, PFour hours later whole Unit and equipment taken to the landing dtage

on the beach, Reported arrival to A.D.M.S. N.Z. & A, Division, and to D.A,D.M.S. ANZAC, LNeithe
of these expected us and sent us straight back to thes mine sweeper T.S.l. At 10.3C am Admiralty
gignalled submarine sighted in neighbourhood. Weight anchor and kept moving in a circle until
darkness set in. Nine torpedo destroyers steaming recund ships in anchorage. Anchored until-3 am
Bullets frem shore occasionally hitting the ship in different parts. Nobody hit although ship
full of wounded ffom ghore, Was informed that orders to remain in cloger to shore were to save
Admiralt, pinnace :about 3 mile steam., Semmed an unnecessary risk to expose the already wounded
to apart from my .own Unit, |

June : .
lst Left Gaba Tepe 3 am, arrived Lemnes 8.45,am .. Tgken to shore 6.30 pm, Vanhandled medical equipmen
back to original Camp. |
2nd Received orders & am to parade on Pier with total equipment and Unit at 12.4%5 am, Orders carrfed
out. Taken % hour later te H.¥.S. Ivernia an empty ship prepared to receive over 1600 wounded,
Vade slight alterations in ship and praparations to receive wounded.
5th Took ¢n board 1266 weunded, some very severe some slight, including 3 R.A.M.C. Lieuts attached |
to me for duty, and men did excellent work until late at night. Cannot speak too highly of assbpht-
ance given by Captain and ships company.
bth | Whole Unit kept very busy all da, with wounded, ship's company giving ever; assistance. Under
instruetions from D.D.M.S. LEMNOS I had paraded at the gangway 120 of the sick end slightly wounfed
at 2 pm as a lighter was to take them off st that time, At 5 pm I signalled to say that the men .
had net been taken off. The Captain under orders saileéd at 7 pm for Nalta. When under way. a 1ifhte_
approached for the wounddd and sick but it was then too late to remove them a3 the Captain said he
| must obey his orders, which were to sail at 7 pm., As ship was not regidtered as a Hospital Ship
ne Red Croess flag was flown. Had we been submarined the majority of the 1266 could have done

little to help themselves. Refore the wounded came on board every man knew his exact position oh
Azogz). Wt. wizssg/Mizgr 750,000, 117, D.D & L., Ltd, Forms/C2118/14. J .
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] ! Appendices

‘ 6th | the ship and his special duty. Captain Simpson as Orderly Officer received great assistance frgm J

the Chief Steward, Hr flitheroe, in orzanising the feeding of the wounded. All soon received fogd

or drink of some aart many as 300n as thay got on board, but as the 1266¢ ceme on board during

the space of a few huura it was bmpossible to feed them all immediately. I cannot speak too higHly
of the voluntary assistance given untlringly by the ship's company from the Captain downwards an

; | of the mxcellent woxrk put in by my Officers and men at high pressiire until all the wounded-were
landed at YMalta by 3 pm on the day they arrived af Malta June 9th. I never heard a complaint of

|any kind. Three deaths occurred, The fellowing points came under my notice as being of interest
(1) had a wooden cot made for lowering stratchers over the side of the sessel in the maval way of the
thickest and heaviest timber available, The weight steadies the cot inrits transit and prevent
it swinging and bumping the gide of the vessel, as I have seen lighter cots do, It was made big
enaugh to take two stretchers, or one with twu attandant orderlsees if required, or four less ser}ous
[=1y wounded in a sitting ox lying position.

(2] Oneman lost his arm through the abuse of the tourniquet in the field, Only one I am afraifl of
geveral during the war. The tomwrniquet was not required and had not bHeen removed. There id a-wpst J
unfortunate tendency amongst men learning "First Aid" to apply a tourniguet when there is no neeg of
(3] Many wounds were bandaged much too tightly, and gave rise to 2 condiderable amount of unnecessary
pain, I think this is largely due to the-fact that the Pirst Field Dressing is anplied with a rpll
'of bandage in each hand which tends te a tighter pull being taken on the bandage than when one hand
only is used. The septic condition which prevails amongst wounds caused swelling and gives pain
by tightening the bandage, undoubtedly, but I refer partisularly to wounds that were not septicand

from which there was no possible fear of bleedings \
12th Still quartered in Garriaun Artillery Barracks, .
14th Whele Unit{ employed unloading wounded., Captain Simpson the Officer in chaz rg® of the men was ¢cpm-

plimented on the way the men carried out their woerk. Lt Col Cumming A.D.M,S. spoke very highly bf xk
the men to me alse, ;

15th Made enquiries at Headquartrrs &8 to aur returning to LEMNOS, Was informed that the Admiraltiy
would send us to ALEXANDKIA when the upportunitJ cecurred,
16th Wrete asking if a Hospital Ship would be available for us for a short time as I felt we could fo

no work at ALEXANDRIA, or be landed at GABA TFPE for some considerable time, Six Nurses joined
Garrison Artillery Hhﬂa Ricaroli Tort. |

18th One Officer and 30 men duing duty at ®leriama Fuspital.

23rd Unit embarked with Maeri Contingent and convalescent wounded details on transport Massilia E.0
216, Very justifiable complaints during whéle voyage from all txgeps of deficeincy in quantity pnd

Quality of food. Reported - to 0,8, troops that sandwiches were being sold te troops during the voy e
Ayogz). Wi, wiz839/Mi2g7 750,000, :mr D.D &L..Ltd. Forms/Ca118/14.
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June when the issue of bread and meat was always short. HReported on veyage in writing to A.D.M.S. Bape
23xd | who came on board to make enquiries about rations and accormodatien for troops. Reported arrival
ot ALEXANDRIA on Juie 26th to A.D,M.S. Base.: : '
27th Left wharf 7 pm anchered in harbeur. Went achore and left a note for A.Q.M.G. asking him to deal
with Pte Andrews left begind. Pte Andrews was warned not xkm to leave the ship, and previously

wa rned that if he committed anyt serious crime again I would take steps te have him returned teo N.[.
as an undesgsirable. In my nole asked A.4.M.G. to take this action for me, Unit marched to Churech.

28th Left at 5.30 am for LFMNOS,
July |1lst Arrived at TLEMNOS, : | :
2nd Transferred with whole Unit, less three R,A.M.C, Lieyts attached to ALNWICK CASTLE, and told tlo
prepare to take wounded. Was told that ship was empty but found 1500 troops on board. Could maék
no preparations. Satisfied myself that there is plenty of good food and blankets on board but n
mattresses or equivalent for wounded to lie en, ~
3rd Last of troops disembarked at 7 pm/. Had ship nearl; ready to receive wounded béfore "Lights [Cug"
Ath ' Took on 3430 wounded and sailed for ALFXANDRIS. Landed them on July 7th. Essh case dressed eviery
day and before landing at 10 am. 7
Tth Bransferred to MINNEWASKA, Pte Andrews rejoined Unit having been sentenced to 21 days' detentiion
in ALAXAYDRIA for missing the boat. Sergeants' quarters on the boat veryg unsatisfactory. Arranged
[for Sergeamts to be allowed to slsep on Cfficers' proménade deck.
{ 10th i Lefi ALEXANDRIA, Arrived MUDROS July l1l2th and reported: D.D.M.S. Aragon.
13th Captain Milne and batman rejoined the Unit.
14th Unit landed at LEMNOS and pitched Bospital tent and men bivouacked, dug latrines and grease tiap
to for cooks, :
17th Camp fatigues and fatigues in conneetion with other camp well which had te be emptied,
1oth Whoele Upit inoculated for Cholera. -
17th ~ Route march with midday zration. ' |
19th Ne 15/115 Pte Johnson A.S.N. diecharged from Hospital on LEMNOS reported to me, I retained hﬂ?
pnd attached him to the Unit. He used to belong toe the Unit was transferred to Headquarters Sta
pnd then to N,Z. ¥ield Ambce at ANZAC, Capt Abboett supernumerary Vedical Officer, and No 3/410 |
Pte Hawke A.,R., and Ne 3/418 pPte Jenkins A.G. reinforcements also rejoined the Unit., . | |
231d Whole of the Unit had second inoculation for Cholera. B Section Major Wewton, Captain Hercus, !
A Capt Simpson and 35 oth=r ranks left without medigal equipment for ANZAC, |
34T | X3 Vajor Purches. retyined to duty at ANZAC, - '
Veek Usual duties in connection with the sick and fatigues and route marching. Prepared all boxes
ending For easy transport by reducing them is size and having rope handles put on each. Ptes Hawkes
31st Jeqﬁépam%%%mgﬁhgﬁggmﬁgpELﬁgf%Eéiﬂmw Sgd C.Brnest Thomas Lt Bol.
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Wer Diary

B SECTION N.Z.

MOUNTED FIELD AMBULANCE,

from July 23rd to July 31lst 1915.

Julﬁv2§rd

‘Following instructions received from the D.D.M.S. LFMNOS the persamel
of this section embarked on the fleet sweeper HYTHFE and proceeded to ANZAC COVE

The personnel consisted of 3 Cfficers and 35

Tent Subdigision.

3/112A V¥ajor Newton C.T.H.
3/113A Capt Hercus C.E.
Sergeants

K Beauchamp F.R.H.

3/117A  Geedrich G,
3/116A Hegan L.
3/114A Warwood C.A. |
Nurses 3/88A Golding H.L.
3/83A Davies R.N.
rivates

couch G.B.

3/424  V¥illar G.L.
3/105A sSmith J.G.
Packstorekeepery
m:“%fnnk J.E,
Clerk

a Corp Allardyce A.R.
fooke

A Corp Rennett A.C.
3/101A Pte Creesn T.A,
Tashe rman

22A Cowan S.H,

July 24th.

Reached ANZAC COVE at 1 am.

ether ranks.
Bearer Subdivisgsien

3/445 Capt Simpson G,C.
3/91A Bugler Hartigan T.F.
3/108A Corp Cavill A.H.C.
3/109A Coxp Freeme GC.
3/160A Pte Flinteff R.W.
3/89A Pte Horwell W.W.
3/94A Pte Willis T.S.
34434 Pte Oates W.L.
3/102A Pte Bonnin A,E.
3/427 Pte McCutcheon H,
3/97A Pte Kirby P,
3/455 Pte Topham A.H.
3/98A Pte Wallace D.G.
3/96A Pte Macdonald J.
. 3/430 Pte Escourt W.H.

3/432 Pte licNab L.M,

466 Pte Nelson T.H.

O5A Pte Williams W.A.
3/90A Pte Thompsdn W.C.
3/397 Pte Raees J.B,
3/35& Pte Read C,H,
3/106A Pte Shrimpton H,.R.

and disenmbarked without incident.

N.Z. Field Ambulance tnder Lt Col Begg at WALKER'S RIDGE.

July EZth

Joined the

Since arrival the Unit has been engaged in the evacuation of wounded and

general fatigues. To day

July, 29th

3/96A Pte Macdonald was sent to LENMNOS sick.

Under orders from the A.D.M.S. a Hospital for diarrhoea patients capable of
accommedating 40 cases was opened at WALKER'S RIDGE and the Tent Subdivisiond

of theUnit was placed in charge of it.

Jul 1st

26 patients were admitted.

3 Privates arrived frem LEVNOS and by erder of the A,D.M.S. are attached to k
this Section until the arrival of Lt Col Thomas with Section A.

Tetal number in Hespital 37.
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