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18t Australian Division, “Jﬁﬁ

O A.D.V.S Headquarters,
¥ ;}fgﬁ“’*“ 17 /1/18.
| '
A D-V-S. » H “?fvng %
Australian Corps, 17-0:48 J

Ref your 16/32 of 14th January, re Horse Respirators.

(a) Opportunities for testing the efficacy of Gas Resplrators
for animals have not been very fregquent, bﬁt where respirators have
been used they heve been found of great protective wvalue against gas
inhalation, Instances where animals have had to pass through gas
shelled areas, some wearing respirators, some without respirators, have
shewn that the percentage of gas cases has been considerably greater
where respirators were not used,

Tt was found that in some few cases the respirator was not
sufficient to prevent the animal inhaling some gas, but these ocases
were the exception rather than the rule.

'(b) Resistance to Breathing, y Animals were able to pack
ammunition over very heavy shell torn ground without showing any ill
affects from laboured breathing, |

(c) Additional moisture.- Respirators have been used in rainy
weather without any appreciable difference to the animals' breathing.

(d) Repidity of Adjustment, - Respirators are easily and quickly
adjﬁsted with the graat-mnjofity of horses., Some mules object to
handling about the head and make rapid adjustment difficult. Adjustment
is most easily and quickly accomplished when the respirators are carried
on the nose band in the Alert position., The carrying of respirators in
this position caused in a number of instances -

1. @8kin lesions on the nose through pressure.

- [ Deatruutian'nf.a number of respirators through one animal

tearing with his teeth the respirator of his companion in
the team, This latter practice was principally confined to

mules,

(e) Improvements, - The elastic head band 1is not good as 1t
deses not fit all animals, mules particularly being difficult to Tit,

A band fastening on to a loop where ig could be tied, as with nosebags,

%M Major,

Diﬂ-D|v|Sl?
18t Aust,pivision.

is suggested as an improvement,
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A-D-?.B- 3
Australien Corps.

B 10
. 1st Australian Division. (pfemlio

Headguarters,

20/1/18.

Re your 12/1 of 15/1/18 = Metal Hoof Plates.
As during the past few months cases of P.U.N. have been

rare in* this Division, I am unable to glve any reliable information

regarding the efficacy of these plttua'ﬁa a preventative measure

ﬂgﬂiﬂﬂt‘ PtUt Hl

Where plates have been used the following disadvantages

have beem found :=

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

animals, which have been shod with these plates, rendered ineffective

Difficulty in fitting the plates to the varying sizes of
feet. . |

Pressure on the sole and brulsing owing to some plates
bending after they have been fitted.

Accumulation of small gravel and flints-between the plate
and the foot, causing brulsing, sometimes puneture and
lameness.

on muddy tracks a greater tend@ncy for the shoes to be
pulled off by suction.

During frosty weather following a snowfall, a geeater
tendéney for the snow to "Ball".in the foot, and more
accidents through animals slipping.

Difficulty in cleaning from under the plate, accumulations
of semi liquid manure. This leads to injury to the horn
and production of Thrush.

During the past two months thls Division has had more

by subsequently developing thrush in varying severity, than it has

had of animals not shod with the plates becoming ineffective by

Picked Up Nalls.

From the result of trials in this Division I am of the

opinion that the plates are responsible for the production of a lot

-of ineffective animalﬂ; and in my opinion the end achleved against

P.U.N. does not justify the expence 1lncurred in producing these

plﬂ.tﬁﬁ .

—
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