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YiT,

jacnes of the stores to renliace +thoce which were .

Howrever, the _
d in furtler corresmondence, yhbasieed,

1oat wae csuhsermently covere
(-fnn exwmesath Y,

Meaneh i1e the %rd. Australian Division was being formed and
concen*rated at Larkhill, 2nd hitherto the bread for the ?u*ﬂlF of
the +rooms of this.divi~ion had been suwwlied by the combined
offorte of the Brd, Mst, Bakery ond 67th, Field Bakery (Tmw.
FOI‘CEE.}, who,Tere vorne n the same hakery. q11bsem1ent13»'_hn*'r-
ever the %rd, Aust, Rakeryv undertook end cearried out the whole of
the iseunes of bread for the division, whic h averaged 25,0€¢ 1lhs.
mer diem, The ontmt of a bakery of the size of thig unit was
1iad dovn.ac 26he€e® lbe ,, and although the above figures are an ave-
erace 1Y ere were many {:";131’5". in which the 1Issues CDT':H:CLE!T'FI"U.},}I EXw
cecded this smount and in other deys, Tel? short of this amount,
ae for ‘neltanceN, on occasions when a brigade would be away on a
trek, Tawardae £+ 2 end of the month of October and during the
month of Novembher, bek’ne weg carried on under considerably diffic-
ultvy 2nd ereat inconvenience, The weather was very inclement and
the suwnlies of fuel 2nd other commodities erratic, and added to this,
Taree numbere of men mere coine sick owing fo the esactne cona-
¢+ Jong 2nd e-hiection to extremes of heat 2nd ¢ o0ld, At last,
however, defi-ite orders were received for a move to France, and
srensrat Jong were male for movine, Thie entailedceconsiderable mren-
aration, wrincinz21ly on account of the mobilisation etores which
#C to be clesned, sacked uw and tran svorted, mhese weiched amn-
roximately °5 *tons and were very bulky, and had to be lorded , off-
loaded and ftraneworted over the whole route as far as Calais, France,
the enbeserment destination ef the unit, On the morning of the °ist..
November 1918, the unit Jeft Larkhill camw, Salisbury Plain at 2 a.m.
and marched 28 faras Amesbury Railway station, from which statien the
un®t wroceeded to Southeampion, and there detrained for one day, On
the nisht of the °2°nd, Nov,, the Chennel wae crossed and Le Havre
reached, "here another delay of 1 day occurred. The next @destination
waes Rouen, where afébr znother dev's delay the unit wmroceed to Calais
arrivine there at 7.%? =.m. on the night of the 26th, November 1918,
The weather was very nclement ana evervene heing tired after the
Jontnev 2nd the work of movine the stores, a good sleen came as a
welcome re’ief. However, it trensuwired that the Calaie bekery wae in |
urgent need of our services, and the following dzy, Sunday, .saw a |
recommencement of arduous and exactfing work with lone hours.

&

Before wroceeldine Tubther, It wowld aswear that a déserintion
of the Cn72ig hakery ie here necessary, Tt was a high bhrick Euild*ng
which Yefore the outbreak of w ar had »een used as 2 waver factnry: '
mé-—end the bottom Ploor was cowverted in the main 9art of the hakef
and ﬁHEP%k“ﬂﬂﬂeﬂ the 1° laree =2nd 12 emall Hunt cteam ovens Uée i
was al«o made of the floor for mak ing the douch, and for mauidinn um
the t=o hirsher floors beine exclusively devmhél’ﬁa the mazine G*;ﬂafﬂF
The doneh -ras conveyed from thbhigher floors to % hé muufd};ﬂ ;Huﬁiaﬂ‘
belo™ by means of larre schutes, and the finisheld afticle-ﬁasucﬂnvewﬂﬂ
0 a hreadstore Wwhich 'Tas sewarated ®rom £ ne bhakepry huild?ﬂp-byjbu

I1\_i.1 | L
| - L]
iy e 1 ey e o T
wrain, Subsequently

a railway line, upon 7 ich 'was Idadei the bread
- ' T_T!':'rl - T | L LAY .F; =
mgfjf oo EEZFE ;a$E§F§Chfﬁ at ul? end of the building and by this

il LIl 'Oread Dol H tie Norcvil and ﬂ{'_‘lu't:h Ei’ef.{ i y 3 f-“ - ,- ~
:F?W.ﬂ carried to the the resaertive h?gﬂdgﬁﬂrzﬂ- a_nge;;:;:Fy mﬂ?*_
-118 second hreadastore also e v s R ' on o

2} Al s nadied to the trasn +o0 ¥ ¥

one hal?® Prom one atonr - Y roune spaked Gutdker

¢ . on 9tore and the other hale ¢ ’
: ke h rom the other : d
3 ey . . : ] n d TT -
'on to the bakery and hreadstore were the veast room ang brewhnu:eﬂ L

|-__ = —
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The veast moom at this time was come=soed of an undergroom reom,

rudely fachioned and the side summorted by ammunition boxes, This

waa concidered the hest means then ave®lable for kZeenmine the yveast

in a cool a2nd fit condition for use, but this was subsemuently
renlaced by an undereground brick gtructure, nroveriy fitted uw

and f3itted with electric 1licht and fan for ¢ ooling wuraoses in

the warm weather, The"brevhouse®™ as it was then , - or rather fo

he more conrect, -the "brawbent ™ wazs ugeld.for the loecal manufacture of .
a certain smount of marisien yeast daily, This was in case of an
interrietion in the sunlv of The comwressed yeast from Encsland, and
absemently a larce hrewhouse was erecled and arovided with prowmer
vent iITation, and 21" the aw» mriénances nec egsary for this work,
The flour =fore was also handy te the bhakery and was served by 2 railwasj
fromeohieh euwnlies wrere broucht from the doc ks at Calais, or Dun-

23 vk,
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10 p.m, , and 10 p.m. to 5 a.m, znd each week each shift was advanced
<] huurs., thus the 6 a.n. - 2 p.n, : shift walld become 2 p.Me = 10 p.mM.
the following wesk and so on, The percentage of this uwnit and the
total strength of the bakery was approximately 10 pr cant, the total
personnel at the hakery heing approximately 1 000 and this wmit's _ 92.
The output of pread varied according 70 d.;-mr-xn&, but averaged 400 0do 1P
per diam, and on some ceccasions imédvIO- L igssus® exce=ded 440 ,060 1lbhs. -
Trom these figures it will he seen that this unit's aproximate sverage
productions were 40 000 1bs. per dien compared with 26 000lbs. the
quantity laid dom in A%390, Manual Part IT. The issue of bread wes

) accrding to Loading Table supplied from the Headquarters Base Supply

T ~  Depot, and was as follows: = =

The bread in the stores was bagzed up infto hags of 25 loaves

(50 1b8). end bags of 50 loaves (100 1bs). : according to the size of.
bag procursble, These bags wers then loaded inTo trucks gthe trucks

se aled up and labelled with & seetion number the number, th desig-
nation of some daeot or dwap on the L. of C,  or in Army Groups. At the
first the loading wes done by white labor and letterly by Chinese B and
average number of trucks despatched each day from the bakery was .
Bread bzked at the pakery w{iuld' or should reach its destination S5-4
ﬂ-E.YB l&'ber.

The eapacity of the pekery is set out in annexure "B" which shews the
"normal® and "foreced coutput of thes ovens.,

In “arch 1917 , BN mfortmate aceidant occurred at the bekery , at
which fortmately  h no lives were lost elthough several were fnjur'ed.
Tust after the inaugura:ion of the chinese labor for Tlour carrying
one of the conerete floors which had evidently been overloaded with
flour collapsed and came right ‘o the ground. Vine were injured but
were convalescent in a week and this resulted in fthe disruption of
output siightly for a few days, the top floor being isclated. FHowever,
with *he aid of this units 60 mohilisation store troughs, end which

up to this time had not hesn used, the situntion wes reliasved by
commencing work in an adjoining part of the helkery which had peviocusly
veen used by the Fremch Civil Authorities &as a civilisy flour store,

The G.0.C.. Gen. Sir W.R.. Birdwood also paid & visit tc the bakery
and inspected the memn of this mit, who fortunately , at the time
wers not on duty . and having insseted the hekery and interrogat ed
the men  expessed himself as very pleased with what = saw.

In finishing the account of the gperaticns at Caleis it woeuld perliaps
not be out of hace to efphasise tThe splendid devéticn to duty of |
the unit in thes fece of mo 't exaeting conditions bad housing | and i
at many ,fimsﬂ infericr and insufficient food.. Ancther Thing W ich
| : contributad greatly to the difficulty of properly cearrying out the dut-
| jes were the incessant -ir raids , which towards the end of 1917
eand during the first half of 1918 had become very intense. Nightly
. enid daily visitations becmmz persistent for hours at a time and
i during this time the work hed Uo be carrisd on  &nd was carried on
most nobly without any protection wiiatever and the mervel of all F
was that there verrae no casulaties in the wit résulting either frou 2
Pambs or anti-zireraft shrapnel. |

WOV E TO ROUBN. On the 14th. August 1918 instrué¢iions meanwhile:
havingz heen received, this it entrained and pocesded TG Roien., The
ond. Aust., Tield Bakery aiso at Calais left on the 20%a | August | and
the two wnits were replaced at Calais by the 6th (Imperial) Field
Bekery from Rouen, The Ist. 4th, | and 5th, Aust Fisld Bakeries
being zlready at Rouemn  this meant that thée whole of the five Aust.
Tield Bakeriss were now at the one base and produced the whole of

the bread waich was re uired from Rouen ".H&._s-e Supply Depot.

L — = =3 1 == — = - — e 4 e L = - r
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| COMIMAND AND SITUATION. There were two bakerigs at Rouen  styled,
1 regpéctively "Bakeries North" and "Bakeries Scuth" IeegpeCH vl .
That on the north wag situated on tihe north bhank of the River Seine,
~and that on the south was situatedon the south bank of the River Seine.
The 2nd . Australian Field Bakery and ist. N.Z. 7icld bhakery were
sccormodated at Baekeries Scuth undaer the command of Major J. Miles
0.C. | 2nd. Aust., FPield Rakery. At Baksries North, were ACCONTIOd-
ated the 1lst, 3rd., 4th, and 5th, Pield Bakeries under the commend
of Major Prior 0.C. 1st. Aust. Tisld Rekery. This Officer was nom=
inelly in charge of the whole of the bakeries snd was responsible
| to the 0.C. , Yo, 2 Rase Supply depot. The syvsten of gdministration
; Bikeriecs Worth (vhere this unitwas wrking) was pactically tThe same
as at Calais : axcapt that the whole of the clothing reiuiremenits for
“ the four companies were pooled and issued under the onz OIficer in
charge of this, -

, About the South Bakery little is know as this wnit did not work there,
| but sufficisnt is knowm tc say that it was a hend bakery, and the
ovens wers the army type, "Perkins Fisld ovens",

A WORTH RAXERY., = This bekery was résponsibls for the loading of the

5 bread train  and supplies toPRris to meel the necessary re uiramenits,
It was a machine hakery in the fullest sense of the term the

whole od the doughs heing mude $#ihe moulding P arformed by machinerye.
The machinery was supplied by llessrs J. Raker and Sans rigland ,and
the ovens were of the same type as those in use in Calais , - St eam
ovens, The work wes performed in two shifts 4 a.m. = 1 Pl , and

1 pem, = 10 p.m, and the aversg e ocutput was 19'0 ,{)QO lbs, per diem,
the 1limit of output veing 210 000 lbs. and this figure was often
reached and maintained for some time after the armistice was con-
ecluded., The train was loaded on a sgeial line at the breadstore
_the systan heing exactly the sams as at Calals | and the aversge nui-
ber of trucks loaded daily was 15, The systen of consigning was the
seme as at Calais, put the loading was done By A 1.F, Perscnneal .
instead of chinese @rsonnel 1t belng thought th-t no chinese or 1
other slenant should entsr fmEo‘contact with an organisation which |
was purely Australian, All metters of administration were carried '
out by A ,I.Ta‘.'p-érsunnal : such as regimental police . boot repalrers
ote. etc. The prsommsl were housed in wodden huts | situated in two
compounds , and the coocking carried out by our own men, -
ARMISTICR.,  Just abkout when worlk was’ at full pressire, the armis-
ticewvas a falt a.eunmpl’i, and it is not intended to give a descrip-
tion of the happenings which ftook places in Rcuen, The scenes were
of the wildest and what exactily happ eed-can batter be imaginad than »
described., A tribute should  however be pald tc the wmits that -
the output was maintained in the midst of re,_juicina'sq' and thelr regard
ceme later pm when twoc clear days "ofl duty" were crénted, ‘During
the month of Decemper 1918 the issues' on the bread train shewed &
gradual dseresase , and dropp ed from 190 000 = 200 000 los daily to 90,
000 lbs. 2nd in fhe and of the month issues by iraln werse discontinued
This was,due ne doubt ¢ to the moving forward of the Armies , and the
conse uant lasthaning of distance © atwesn Rouen and the railheads.
TLocal issues which had howsver  grewn to a larre extent since giRee
the arnistice prineipally on account of the large influx of troops
into Rouen and surrownmding districts had to be met and the Souih
Balkery proving inad-quate for this alone both the North snd Scuth
contriduted to these issues., This had tae of fect of reducing the
output at North Bakery to 80 000 - %0 ,UOQ 1bs. per diem and duwring |
the monta of January this was the cause of reducing work at the hak ery y
to one shift namely from 7 z.m. 16 2 Den. In secordence with arr= -
angem=nts w‘:-x.fch I d peem made by the Director=-General £ Arny “ducation |
150 other ranks were raceivad at Rouen who were anxious to either . |
commanc = an apprenticeship in bread making , or were ( iR oth e -:_aa;aas)
spxious t0 carry on with completing their course and which was ingerr-
upted on the outbreak of war, Just when these men arrived orders
were recsived for this wit in conjumciion with the 2nd fustralian

i
y
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74 eld Bakory to procesd to Le Havre for duty there, Tae ;::-.,usa of

this was the low cutput from Rowsn and the shortage of Imperial per-
sonnel at L.e Havre on account of AfaTts being sent %0 to the new Army

Bakery at Cologne, Germany. Accordingly on the 13th. January. 19

13 the two units left Rouen and arrived at Le Havre the following
mdrning = and commenced duty the same AAY. By this move the "AUS-

tralian 'Bakeri ag" gt Rouen

an end and once more these
gsame a3 at Calais , @8 rerar

ILE HAVRE. The bakery or

in the sense of all being tog ethar ) came
wo units came under Imperial control the
ds the poduction of bread.

rather bikeries at Le Hevre are & coll-

ection of smell dhuildings sach capable Of aceommodatidg, two sections
of 14 men. To each dowhroom are stltached 6 perkins ovens in blocks -
of three, hack to back, On arrical at Le Havre the only other

personnel at' present there ware four sections of Imperial troops end

with these the arrival af th
aveilable = four fronm this wnit and six IT
The nunher four was the maximum tha

a=@ two wnits  ten exira gections wers

from the &nd. Field Rakery.
t could be worked by the company,

ag the strength 6f the unilt kad heen reduced , throuvgh sickness and

1eave to approximately 60 othe

be axceeded after this.

: WORKING., = Ths svstem of wor<ing wes the gane a:
: calais with the excepiion uasa

makers going on duty at 9 D.NM.

ing on duty at 6 a.m.

ery by trenspori arrenged by the 0.C.

the same Torm as that at Calais and Rouen,
enc ement 60 doughs of 280-1bs sach were

g of 1 Wour each and the work commencing
abhout 2 D.m, = & hours, This vielded
00 - 23 000 1lks and was fairly well maintained

in-7=1b. bags, At the comni
made and baked off in 6 rum
at 5 a.m, . would ne finished at

on outpat ‘of from 22 0

in the first weeks of the mit's stay at Le Havre.
days the requireaents fell to 19

principally by the fiuctuating
present time the output from this wmit's bakery

daily and this has bean caus
P. of 'W. Lakor i8 now being amployed &t the various RBaler
ench are at present employed in this bhaseg.

ad as the two Australian wits and the 1st

end 4 sections of 15 men

This number will be inereas :
Vew Zesland Bakery (which arrived & week after this un
' the intention being +to gradually rep

| wally deghobolized |
| perial and Dominion

\ P, of W. labor,

y

- AMlthough more fresdom is allow

at L,e Havre  the gvstem is much the same as _
Ralkeri es office &n Imperia

‘Rase Supply Deple.

L)

» ounts are ket at the 0.C.

onsible to the 08 3 No. 1

DEOBOLIZATION, -

eeded to rejoin tha Aust. Gen.
5 of demobolisation he being of
' unit belong to the 1916 class
1isted in that year but on

procesded to tae A.d.B.D.

! - heving mlisted in 1915 t’h?y
marked the cummenc anent of Th
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numbers of troops

Rakery Personnel at the differen
The housing
-good. . the camp js clean and wel

acc oo _
1 provided witlh concrete XX peths |

ad the wnit in its woking as & hakery

r ra_nkai and this numbser never could

. +hat followed &t

+ only one shift was worked tke dough-
: and the sections or day workKers con-
Plour coke and wood were brought o the bak=

Rakeries and the yeast used wes
nanely the compressed form

On ecertain

000 1lbs and 12 1Il.')Gﬂ:J 1lbs bread  CaUS ed
in 1s Havre. AT the
ig 6 000 = 7 000=1bs

ed by reason of tae tact that Gérman

roriss in Frenc-

it) are iprad-
lace all Im-

t bukerkes by
dation at this base are Very

at Calails and thie acc-
1 Officer res<

619 1 other rank proc=

On tha .I B February 1
- ';&E’e Depot av TLe Havre for the 13urpua

nzn glass categorye. |
for damobolisation purpos es

The bhulk of this
keving en=

March 1919 . n'hher' reanks

at.T,e Havre for fue seme purpose

gre the first 7o &80 _
e gradualy digbending of the unit,

as *
from this "unift. Titr

RCDIGT1001262



