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TOi=Dele & Qeloaliay == u
Ae & NoZs Army COrpse.

* I have the honour to report that graﬁt

difriculties still exist in obtaining an adequate sppply of
medical comforts and drugs. The shortage of farinaceous foods
18 a questlon of great urgency to the welfare of the army
corps. Strenuvous efforts are being made to prevent evacuation
of slight cases owing to the fact that if Officers and men ONnce
leave Anzac, oniy a very emall proportion return for duty after
a prolonged absence. In previous reports upon this gubject I
have instance ! cases of Officers and ‘men sent from Anzac in
April and lMay of this year guffering from slight wounds or
iliness, who have nct ﬁat returned to Anzac.
Ag provision is now being made to

m |
accomnodate one or two thousand serious and slight cases which ,j

it may be impossible to evacuate owing to stres: of weather, 1t%
will be absclulely essentlial that some provision should .I
immediately be made to meet such an emergencye. "
I would most respectfully suggesti-
(a) That a more Juﬂipbua polection of medical cpmrarta be mades
Y  This would inelude a much greater proportion of farinacecus
f'oode.
 (b) That a large quantity of invalid foods be stored to meot
. such an emergency as boing compellsed to hold up a number of
cases which cannot be Bvaﬁuatad-
(¢) An adeguate supply of the requisitc drugs, as it is quite
impossible for No4 Advanc.d Pepot of lMedical Stores to
| supply six Divisions with the supply avalilable.

I attach extracts from reports of

._A.DﬂI'H.S.’ Army Corps, ANnzac e

Sept.,21lst,;1915, Celonel,

[ ———— P .
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Appendix No. 2) «
MO EXTRAGTS from reports Of A.Ds MaSes Ae & N.Z. Army Corps.
. : 15

(1)Fpom A.DeMeS., 1lst Aust., Divn,

“+ (a) Attache 8 a table o g8 requisitioned for but
unobtainable on the dates given (see Table A, attached). There is
always a heavy demand for drugs used in the treatment of
diarrheea, influenza, prdinary coughs, colds, as the Refimental
gick parades are large.

" (b) Cornflour, arrowroot, tapioco, oatmeal and sago have been
difficult to obtain in small guantities and on some days lately
have been unobtainable. The absence of the above medical comforts
has proved a serious matter and resulted in cases having to be
evacuated, which might have been kept 1in the lines 1f proper
diet could have boen supplied them at the ouiset of their
illnes=s. ~

"For example on 1l28ept., of the foods mentioned above, only 4 lbs
of sago was avallable.,*

(2)From A.D.M.S.,2nd Aust,, Diwm, ‘
"The Advanced Jepot of ﬁaﬁical stores is carrying out its dulies

in a helpfuld-manner s far as this Division is concerned.
"The stock of salicylic acid derivatives is quilte inadeguate, and
ag the #inter is coming on, I would suggest that large orders be
placed for acetyl salicylic acid, salicylate of soda, and
salicylato of bismuth, as medical Officers prescribe these drugs
freely and I think advisedly. The Depct cannot at presemt fill
the demand., Cough tablets are also short supplied.
" A regards medical comforts, the position is unsatisfactory.
supply Depot has given me a return of .arrowroot, cornflour and
bovil etce., on hand for this Division. The stock on hand is
gufficient for one Field Ambulance for oue day. I would suggest
that arrowroot, cornflour and sago, bovil or other meat extract ,
be requisitioned for in far larger quantities, Piarrhooea is

so prevalent that these are absolutely essential if we are 10
maintain the strength of fighting Units. The alternative is to ser
send all cases of diarrhoes to Mudros."

(S)Frﬂm AeDJilaBe Nele & A Dim- i

e supply of drugs from No 4 Advanced epot of liedical Stores
is never efficient.Rarely, if ever,has a’'requisiiion boen com-
pleteds Quite recently an imperative order was sent from Usd.Ge,
that all cases of diarrhoea were to have eymetine alnistered.
A wire to No 4 Advanced Yepot of ledical Stores elgeited the
reply that none was available, Hypodermic syringes and surgical
needles have never formed part of the stock, The common drugs
Sodii, salicul, ojl. ricini, mag. Sulph., and chlorodyne, have
never been kept in sufficient quantity, and it has therefore been

imposeible to keep on the Peninsula many men, who had the supply

of necessary drugs been available, could have beer retalned and
treated. '
" As regards medical comforts, some articles, such as tinned
fowl, paste, egge, brandy, and other stimulants, have been
amply provided, but in regerd to farinaceous foods such as corn-
flour and arrowroot, the supply has been exiremely limited, in
fact on many occasions none was available whatsoever. During the
present week for example there has been avallable for issue to
the whole of this Divieion, nnlz 10 1bs of arrowrpotj usually
meat extract is not obtainable.

(4)From A,D.M 54th E,A. Division.

Immediate requirements areiw

(a) Increased supply of drug=, especially castor oil, magnesia
sg% hate, emetine and copium preparations, calomel and purgative

Se

b) A very larpe increase of hospital comforts especially milk,
arrowroot, beef tea, sago, rice, cocoa, as with these men can be
dieted for two or three days with thoir Regiments, and often
recover without further medical treatment.They are also required

for use in the £kx¥s Field Ambul :
e S iy ances with téa addition of tinned

——— — - -
— - L e e i e S L e e e el B -
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Appendaix ivo. 2.

_-—_._._.___.__.._.--._.___-.____—---—__—.—-—-.-—-——-—-—---.

No., 2. Post,

17+th. September ,1¥15,

FRUH. Thﬂ A.‘ De H- Se

TO; Thﬂ Dt DI ui s'll
ANZALPC,

In reply to your D.Ds25,:-

(1) The supply of drugs from No. %4, Advanced Depot
of Medical Stores is never efficient. Rarely,if ever, has
a Requisition been completed. Quite lately an imperative
order was sent from G.H.Q. that all cases of Diarrhoea were
to have Emetine administereds A wire %o No.4%4,Advanced Depot
of Medical Stores elicited the reply that none was available.
Hypodermic Syringes and Surgical Needles have never formed
part of the stock. The commoner drugs,e.g. Sodii.
Salicyl, Ol.Ricini, Mag.Sulph, Chlorodyne, have never beenm
kept in sufficient quantity, and it has therefore been im-
pogsible to keep on the Peninsula many men, who, had the
supply of necessary drugs been available, could have been
retained and treated.

(2) As regards Medical Comforts, some articles,such
as Tinned Fowl, Paste, Eggs, Brandy, and other stimulants,
have been amply supplied, but in regard to Farinaceous Fopds
such as Cornflour and Arrowroot, the supply has been extreme-
ly limited, in fact on many occasions none was availablg
whatsoever. During the present week for example, there
has unlg been available for issue to the whole of this Div-
ision,101ps of Arrowroot; usually Meat Extract is not obtain-
Eblﬁl

I recommend that Australia be asked to send a
gupply of such articles of diet as the above ,together with
Benger's, Mellins' or Nestle's Foods.

A cable would, I think, enable us to have &
gupply from there within six weeks.
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Appendix No. 3

r
4

/4

TU""DIAI & Q.H'G.’

Ae & NoZo Army GQI'PE-

I ha.vu‘thu honour to report that a
very large percentage of Officers and men who have been av;ﬂﬁltad
from Anzac suffering from slight wounds or illness have not yet
reaturned., Many of these were evacuated in April and May., Whilst it
is reastnable to assume that a small percentage of these caauﬁ.may
have Bubaﬂquantlf hecome more serious, it is impossible to conceive
that this can be the full axplﬂﬁntiun. Under ordinary conditions

of active sorvice about 50% of these should have been returned to
duty within three or four weeks. Tho difficulties of keeping
Cfficers and other ranks of Regular Armies has been recognised by
all men of experience and naturally these conditions exist with

a citizen force.

The weekly evacuation {from Anzac uﬁdar the present condltions of
harmony and good weather is over 2,000; the number will be increass
during the winter., In view of the small number that are raturniﬁé
it appears to be essential that urgent steps be immediately baken
tc return ill Officers and other ranks who arﬁ fit for duty. ;
In my communication of 18/8/15 I called attention to a specific cae
and have no hesitation 1in saying that the same applies to many ¢
hundreds of cthers, as 1 hear complaints both from A.I.F., and
Imperial Officers; in fact 1U has become a by-word at Anzac that,
once evecuated, it is improbable that they will return for many

montha. Both medical and combatant Officere inform me that they

have been encouraged to procsed to England, and nearly every

report from laliae points out the great difficulties which exist

there againet returning to duty.

In my communications of 12/8/15, and 30/8/15, I respectfully
suggeated that certain steps should be teken, which in my opinion -
would give some control over thaﬂ&.I.F., and would reduce the
enormous monetary wastage which the Commonwealth 1s now incurring

owing to ZhEm & large number of men not returning when fit for duty.

With great diffidence I wish to point out on behalf of the A.A.M,.Q,

\ ” 3 .

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1001492



— s —

Appendix No. 5 S =3

. 2.

:tlu.t. I have urged the appointment of an Australian O0fficer who
would be responsible t0 G.0,0sy Adl.¥Fe,, who, I understand,
represents the (Cocnmonwealtih of Australia, The A.AM.C., which
now comsicsts of neaply 1,000 Officers and many thousand other
ranks has been placed entirely under ReA«M«Cey; controls AcAdeCe,
Officers have been selected for appointnente they were palpably
unfitted to £ill, and a grost deal of fmotion exists, which, if
permitted to increase must ultimately mitigate against success,
which can only be obtained by co-ordinaticn.

The iinister for Defence, Australia, states in an Gfficial reply
published in the "Age" of 12/7/185, that no Officlal etatement
suzzesting fxekiem Triction in A.A.H.G;, has been racoeived,.
Might I ask that a copy of this mwaupﬁndmﬁa, with asttached

reports, may be forwarded to him,

, _Colonel,
Eifi}lDlﬁIS.'
Sﬁptuﬂﬁrﬂrlﬂlﬁn As & Nole Army ﬂﬂrpﬂi

j
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