Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

AWM4

1914-18 War

Machine Guns

Squadron

ltem number: 24/33/26

April 1919

AWM4-24/33/26

Title: 4th Australian Machine Gun

RCDIGT001848



18.000-121 -8723

ORIGINAL.

CONFIDENTIAL, =

Australian Imperial Force.

WAR DIARY

4TH.AUSTRALIAN MACHINE GUN SQDN.

(X ak . % APRIL. 191#

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1001848



Inetructions regarding War Iiaries and Intelligence
Summaries are contained in F. 8. Regs., Part 11,
and the Staff Manual respectively. 'Title pages

will be prepared im manuscript. VoleXXV1il.Page.l. (Evase heading not required.)
mffective Strength;- 11 Off 2053.0/RSe
Place Date | Hour El HGI"!“! B Hulili Slll'l‘lﬂ'tﬂl‘j of Events and Information
Damanho ur £-4.1$. to| 3 officers and 42 Q/Ranks detached with the 1llth. A.L.H.
5 —15:4.1919% Regiment at Mansouras
| 3 gfficers and 62 0/Ranke detached with the 4th A.L.H.
RN - Regiment at Abu Matamirs —
Rations, Fodder, and water,sent to the latter every
e ——~—-u—-—altn:nata_dayrhy_naig:—Larry -
Damanhour Town Picquet of 1 Sgt.& 6 men :uppliad daily.
m_____.lﬁ;éElﬂ*__CamphEnulina. - = —
L7e4.19. Camp Routine.
E ~ 108.4.19, [Instructions received to march out all men awaiting embark- = 2
ation to U.JK,lO0%Leave Scheme., .
=S «1l9. |Captain R.,B.,Dixon reported for duty as second in Command. S
«19. |Supplied 1 Off:&Llf men for Guard duty at Damanhour,
. g +19. |1 Officer pgggg;dad toy N, o await embarkation to U.K. : g -
4,1943 O/Eanka proceeded to Moascar for early repatintion to
) Australia, ) - -
.19+ |4 0/Ranks to Railway Construction Zagazig, from Detached
X ¥ | Column at Mansouras ol e
19, Lecture given by Major Hyman on Demobilisation,attended by
Squadron in the 4th A,L.H.Regt lines,
» Camp Routine, =2 Guns & umn at Abu Yatamirs — g . ' ol 1 _
L oFficer prucaeded tu Muaucar fnr early repatriation to
Australia, T i
Voluntary Church Parade,
& Camp Routines —~— . e
{ C utine. ?
[oamp-Rowsing,— WWIFE. AT - . R
J-:._ L e if _.'-
o i

-H£EE££§§Egn_aiianhsd;w_

WAR DIARY
or
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.

------------

''''''

\ Army Form C. 2118.

C.ﬂ-

sAust.Machine Gun Squadron.
‘Effective Strength. L1.0fFek 175 G/rankss 200 Horses. & X
‘T Off and 18 0/rank s to mmim.m:t:um.m-m .
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1 Gff . D% L. Londt g.c. to Aust, 1 Ride evac to Zagazigsfrom

1 Ofif;ﬂﬂﬂﬂdﬁﬂgﬁ&ﬁi mﬂﬁmm Fum:sfﬂj':nﬂhmbilt column.
Bvac Sick 1, Casualties WNil,

Iemarks and
relerences to
Appendices

|
-
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L 4th Australian Machine Gun SquadroRs </ AL N
FOR
ot S 191 °°
LIST OF APPENDICES.

No. | Subject.

le Report of Mobile Column at Mansoura, from 21.3.19 to 12.4.169.

" " " " " 13.4.191t0 18.4-19-

W ] " " " 19.4.19'¢ﬂ 2514ilg¢

- - O T e

2« Report of Mobile Column at Abu Matamir, from 21.3.1Q
" » " - 9 13.4.19
" " " " " 19.4,19

3s Report of remainder of Squadron.,

O P S ..

to 12.4,19,
to 18.4.19.,
to 20.4.19¢

20.5.1%.t0 12.4.19.
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‘ ﬁhﬁrf on Mobile Column under Lieut.l,J.Paterson +» operating
i-th thE lltl‘LI.-iEl’lt Horse HEgiment.ﬁ'rum'-ﬂ.l.:ﬁ-lg.tn 12.4-1919' bﬂth
"dAates inclusive, . = B |

£ ﬁﬂ- ----------- bt el B S -.--- ----- '----------:-_'—----_----
= = . .
P ' ‘

2}“- Zel8. I-ilf,'ri‘- ¥oascar at 084t and marched to Tel-el-Kebir, arriving
=rinsre at 1800 same dayl SRR . e E e el
£ = = e — ~ | i ~ .

- S

ke agey . Q L '
 224%.19. Fel-el-Kebir.¥as allotted bivouac area ,horges and men under
0 /. eover.Arranged aordon of Sentries round Camp ,to fafe=guard
Hﬁﬂﬂggigy’againat rajidere entering Camp area. '
: ~

2%5.8.19. C.09 to Admincom's Oftice to go tnrougn defence scheme, with
Lte.Col.Alexander Commanding Troops, Tel-el-Kenir,

2443,19, Visited by Divisional Commander «OWing io "B" .8quadron llth
L.H.Regiment having to supply exira .picquets,M.G.Section
sent 1 0fficer and 12 0/Ranks to demonstrate throughse veral
villages four miles N.B.of Tel-el-Kebir. '

2D+8.15. Got permisaion to try Cuns from Officer Commanding Tel-el-
Kebir.

<6e84sl¥e Cu4US to Admincom's gffice Lo meet LlesColsnlexander Commanding
lelwel-Kebir, and L1.Col.Shaw drd.Ghurkas, and allotted
difterent postse, which were to be manned in caae of trpouble.

27s5el%e RHeceived word tnal 150U natives were goling To make an attack
on Pe0f W.Compound. rgs3ts were doubled, but nothing happened,

28e3419s 1 Officer ana 12 0/Ranks to vil-lﬁge s four milea N.R.of Téle
E‘-'.-F.Ebir- ' ' : | ¢

29-3-19, 1 0fficer deapatched to Moascar on duty,
Q=3-19, Femained in Camp.,

Il=5-19¢ C.09 met LT.Col.Bailey at Tel-el-Kebir raillway station to
receive instructions re momkpg.

1.4.15. Left ieleel-Kebir al 0600 and marched to EBQUA,arriving there
at 1800 same day ,and bivouaced for tne nigant,

iy ',-‘_1 : ]
{2,4;19..peft BQUA at 0900 and marched to SRUBELHWEIN arriving there
) e ‘Qiaﬁ 1500, and bivouaced for the night,
'5.43%§.~Hﬁﬂ;nura.Left SIMBILAVEIN at 0800 and marched to LANSURA,

‘% Arriving tnere at 1300 same day, and bivouaced,

”
4.4.19?“5?¢t1nn Stood Lo, saddled all day, the pegple very excited,

Oe4419s A1l Camp arraigepents completed,
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Cuntiﬂued. (2) ¥ aa, | P &D

614.191 inﬂpf'ﬂtm L
A= e e -
?,@.;9. Section held in readiness

Very unset.lesgd. » LO move at short notice ,Pegple
5-44_-19. %i??FiTaylnr T lﬁﬁm '+ SR e S LA A,

12.4.19.Hemained in Camp,

liansoura (3kd-JH J.P
| . g R «J.Patersgn
la‘d‘lg. -.-'Oihliﬂuse-‘ﬂtiﬂ'ﬂ ﬂttd.llth I:.I::{.E;;ét.

i)
. T

~Repott on lobile Column under Lieut.d.J.Paterson ,operating witi

- the llth Light Horee kegiment. under Li Col Ty
1B44.19, both dates _;_m.q._ o P _?{guﬁ-c@ltﬁaﬂw. From 13.4.19 to

— -

-.l-t_ - =
e - _-._# I-i-l _ el = ol -
= { _.... » - ik -._.l- L

--|__: . __I.‘ b,

—----*--ﬂ_-vﬁ.-ﬂ_-——-h J:‘;r-.r. _r: - : :ﬁ";&;:, e "“'-:“?;'_'__,:;_. ' Eﬂ:'-:#i-iiir"i‘ : q'!'i-'i--i - -
5, = | - ~ '“ ———— T % :_._-_' AR . . . i
»%el¥s S upplied mounted patrol pf | and 16 e franks. for
patrol duty in Mansoura. e A T

14.,4.19, ‘Supplied 1 ¥.C.0 and 1C men,dismounted picquat:in Mansgurs
15,4419, Supplied 1 ¢gfficer and 10 0/Ranks, for mounted pfcquet.
16e4.19s A larm Orders issued and stations detailed,

17.4.19, all‘ofricnrq and l.C.0% mdde reconnaiesance of Streutu
:::::E:-ﬂgw,_ to geiting to dilferent points by unertq;t
suppliadll HeCoO and 6 mun,Ragimunial Working Party.

18e4.19, Drew S.A.A. tn-nnﬁlata 6500 rounds Per gune.

Suprlied dismounted picquet of 1 H.C.0 and 10 men.

_ (Sg) iHiJnPltﬁrgﬂnlLiﬁUti
Eansoura,l8,4,19, 0.CoMoGosectasattdsllih,L H.Regt,
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L -
L —
s,

' - of Mobile Column under Li_eut.hﬁwm. operating witn 4th L.H-'..Higgfi
nd ér Major Keid,from 30318 to 12.4.19 both dates inclusive.

------------------- ﬂ-n-----qﬁh“--u--—-—ht

(1) JMoved out from Dam anhour at 1000 on 30e3.1619, Bnd travelled along

., south bank of WMAHMUDWA CANAL to KAFR=EL-DAWAR arriving there at
1600 on same day.Camped at KAFR=EL-DAVAR nignt of 3¢0/3lst.

(2) soved from YAFR=-RL=DAYAR at 0530 on 3l. 3,1919 in two parties.Cneé
gsection under Lieut.C.J.McKay visited villages N.W. of KAFReEL-
DAWAR between canal KAHMUDKA and ALEXANDRIA railway line, as far
KILO 190. Search was made for arms 2nd ammunition. Inree prisoners
found in po®ssession of shol guns, these were brought in.villagers
reported orderlye pa 3
Two Sections under LieutlE.5wan and aflieut.n.ﬂbererqmbin raspecte

-ively, travelled SOUTH WESI from KAFR=-EL-DAWAR along rallway to
PT,-MASTARIY A, KOMeFL=BIRKA, KOM=BL-HOGG , KOM 18HU, BL=-2S=SABIN to
railway at KILO 185, Cne sho t-gun was found at TL-WARTARIYA;powder
and ammunition at FKOM=FELeHOGG. Fo oprosition oT disturbance 1in
any of villages searched. | |
le4.19; 2e4419; spent in Camp Al KAFR=-EL=DATAR.

At 6700 on 3.4.19, tne wnole cnlumn 4th L,H. and U.C.Sectdons
moved from KAFR-EL-DAWAR in SOUTIRELY direction, and visited KQlM-
EL-BIRK"L,BARDALD, SIDI CHAZI to KOM=-RBley HANASH.

Routefoliowed was shapg the DRLTA railway line with a strong patro
under Lieut.C.J.McKay to “L=BASLAGUN, and Llnence tu_KﬂHrELlﬂﬁGHYEE
and KOM-RL-HANASH. Ty®© bridge over the NUBARIYA BEAEN was slightl
burned, but paseable to all except wheeled traffic.

Inhabitants quiet but not friendly. ;

Prisoners arrested were last night 3/4th inst detained in priscn
KChk-BL-HARASH, to be senl 1o ¥ AFReBLeDAWAR to-day.

SHEIKHS were not at all helpful with evidence ,and several arrests
were made amongst the SHEIKHS and GAFFIES. = |

Two prisoners at KAFR=EL-DAVAR, and 9ix moTe seht there on 4.4.19
from KOMe«P?L=HANASH. One man at TAFR«EL=DATVAR charged with"8hootling
British Troop=".Most of the otners are charged with complicitye.

-— -l--§”i--';."‘-;---- - - - s

Whole Columne,4th i.H., and ¥.G.S5ections moved from KOM=EL-HANASH ¢
1000 on 4.4.19 through EL GHAYATA to ABU MATAMIR, and bivouseed
there nignt 4/5th inet. ¥héle Column moved out from MATAMIR at OX(
5e4¢19, and thoroughly searched the viliages of RL MAH.RIB KISKEII]
All the male inhabitants of thesevillages were taken prisoners,an
taken back to MATAMIR fot interrogation. | -
Wo.l,2 and 3 Sections ¥ 30C, AGR-ET=INDUST were also visited .The
Column returning to MATAMIR at 1400 on same dAY.
At 1000 on 7¢4.19,a patrol under Lieut.E.Swan travelled along HoI
- Bank of HAGIR CANAL about two miles; then proceedbdr NOKTI Lo
;N SAWYET SALIM, KOM-ET-TIEN,EZ BATOSSIAN, and back through B4 NIFFAHR
/. ‘and ®Z-RET-HRA¥A. Fatrol reported all quiet in this area,
~ .. At 0500 on 8.4.19, 2 patrol under Lieut.C.J McKay went south AcCro

“ HAGIR CANAL, crosacd WUBARIYA CANAL. All Badouin hute in the vicin
% were searcned for arms and ammunition. Heported all quiet, and n
" arms or ammunition found.

[
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q§- 000 on P.4.19, =2 patruiﬂnf 20 0/kRanks under Z/Liaut.a‘ihe§£rum.it
" sryceeded along HAGIR CANAL ®A8% to DELIA railway] thnence Lo bLb - .
-“‘%I co ETAfW At EL RICO, information was rec a;fﬂ thﬂﬂﬂttu;tm
"of tne whereabouts,of the four SHEIKH _had Peen ringleaders o
‘the trouble in ABU MATAMIR district, Fatrel re urned to ABU MATAMIR
by way of EZ«EL-MARKIB. Reported all quiet,and inhabitantis friendly-_

- ‘ AMIL.
10,4.1919;11,4.1919 and 12.4.1519 spent in Camp at ABU MAl 1.'

(sgd) .E.Swan.Lieut.

ABU MATAMIR. 0.0 MG.SectnssAttds4th L.H.RogLo
TGRS T A s R S e SO i e
)} rhe-omnen- cemmmm o e

. f* : - A, 1 " ; ; 3 .-ﬁl‘:

aamam, - = p— _“j_.-- . - 3
“Rer oricon lobile .Celumn Tl Under Tiwut B .Swan,operaling with
48 L.H.iegt under ¥ajor Reid.Prom.15.2.1919 to 18.4.1919 both dates

inclusive.

; L

Abu-yatamir, T
+42191Y, 8pent in Camp,

14.4.1919s 2 O/Ranks to Hospital Damanhours,
15.4.1019, Patrole under Lieut.C.J.McKay 2nd 2/Lieut.A,Abercrombie

moved [rom Abu-Matamir at 1000, and vieited No.2.F2arm on
Belgian Soclety's Wstate. heturned to Camp at 1300 same

day, and reported mll quiet in neighbourhood .

16,4.1919. Party conei«ting of 1 0ff and 15 0 /Ranke under Lieut.
C.J.McKay accomp2nied 4th L.H.Regt to Fom=Truga Station .
Moved from Abu-Matamir at 1500 =2nd returned to Camp at
1300 msame day. Reported all quiet in locality.

17.4.1919., Spent in Camp.

16.4.1919, Lieut.A.Abercrombie accompanied Major heid with small patrol
; .to Hosh Isa, moving from Abu Matamir at 0900 and returning
Lo camp atl 1400.Ho9nn Isa,reported all guiet,

Abu Matamir,

18.4. 1919, ( SSG.-) ,A.H.'hﬂl‘ﬂrnmhi&. | zﬁlizut-
by For.0.C.M.G.Sectione,atid.4th L.H.Colmn,

L W T — _-*_-'---------ﬁ-—----_-___*--—----_**—--- -------------
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S p—— ol

L1 G g i’;'rrig
ihm a race nmm

S P I T 5 A patral consisting 6f 5 OF leluding 2 i,
s ' - -ﬂﬂﬂmii proceeded to Eiamulc;& Wn | 5
camp at l800.Keported all quiet in ne ‘bamg
2244.19.  Lieut.C.J.NcKay procesded to &bmmtﬁm ahs

searched villages for arms and ammunition "1'--"‘ 1&%
Patrol returned at 1400 (10 ﬂMnﬁMmWiﬂ Lieut

KeKay) o
25.4.19. wmt in camp .
24,4.,19. Patrol under Lieut.C.J.Mckay pruum to El Riei-

Hosh Isa and surrounded villeges, m&»m-stn made.
| neturned to Camp at 1600. |
25.4.1919,. Patrol under Lieut.?,Swan pmm ‘to Hosh Isa to repo
-t on situation there., Returned to cam at 1400,

oL (3gd) (A.Abercrombie 2/Lieut.
Abuelintamir, FOreO.C dtheausted .G .aentmtta.nn
Light Horee Columne,

‘ =
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%
'fﬁ/ﬂpﬁft of the movements of the 4th Australian Machine Cun %qundrern,
from 20..3-19 to 12.4.19 both dates inclusive. g

------------------------ ‘—'-H- -*---------*“-“““‘““*----—*ﬂ:'-*--__:--.-.-,_,_.

1ata Saddlery and Cuns darvm from A.Bibfsevanty four(74)

- s drawn from Remount Depot Moascar,

Instructions received from 4th L.H.Brigade, that two(2) Sub-
Sectiona would be fully equipped, a.nd munteﬂ and rmﬂx Jo
move out on the 21st.insts

21:3419. Two (2) Sub=8ections under hiaut.H.J&ntwm mmﬁ aut. to
'~ Tel-el« Kebir with the 11th Light Hox Legimen! .
22434196 gne hundred and forty flive harses drawn from
Derote
RJe3e1%« Inetructions received from 4th L.H.Brigade,that Bquadrun,
less Section at Tel-el-Kebir would entrain at 0330 on 24th
inst.for Damanhour. All necessary arrangements for move made,
244,3.19, Hor=es trmked at 0330, entrained at 0530,arrived at Damanhour
1600, and -mved to bivouac site about one mile north of the
Damanhuur. Railway Station,
edelde Instructions received that Unit would come under tne Command
of G.0.C.2nd.Light Ilorse bBrigade,
30e3.19e 2 Ofticers and 62 O/ranks moved out under Lieut.®.8wan,as
. Mobile Column to Kafreel-Dawar,under the Cdmmand of lla..jur
heid 4th L.H.Regiment.

x;mt

Squadron Hesdquarters remained at Damanhour , also 2 Sub-
Sections « Camp lloutine .Damanhocur Town Picquet of 1 3gt &
6 men uupplied daily .

Detailed report on cperations from C8.C.knxghnrgr mobile
Columns temporarily detached with the 11lth Lignt Hor®e Regt,
and 4th Lignt Horse Kegiment attached hereto.
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