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The 7th Australian Depot Unit of Supply was formed in
Western Australia in the latter half of the year 1915, and com-
prised:- Lt. L.G. Stevens, Warrant Officer T.J. Brown, Sergeants
C.N, Langsford, and M.,B, Desmond, Corporals C,V, Collier and
J.A. Bryan, and Privates J.0. Hurhes, G.K. Rowlands, A.L, Davies,
C.A.,Davies, A.L. Pope, G.Pope, A, Tongaﬁd, A, Sinclalr, and A.
Brown. After approximately three months training in the A.5.C,
Camp at Blackboy Hill Camp the Unit left Fremantle on the troop-
ship Suffolk. Therse were about 1000 troops on hoard. Ths trip,
direct to Suez, was uneventful. A smooth passage, the usual rontihe
of physical exercises, lectures and plenty of sport, all tended to
make intsresting what must otherwise have nroved a ﬁﬂnntnnﬂua
voyage. Colonsl Onslow was 0.,C. of the troopsh'p and Canon
McClemans, Chaplain. Artived at Suez at 9.350 p.m. On the 2nd
January. Disembarkation, howsver, did not taks place until 7,30
a.m. on the 8th. Entrainsd for Tel-el-keblr, which destination was
reached at 9.30 p.m., same avening. Leaving a bagrage guaed, the
remainde® of the Unit marched into camp. Tents were pitched and the
first night on the desert was spent with the thermometser at freezing
point. It was at this time that the evacuation from Gallipolli was
in progress, and the arrival of Australian lads into the
Austfalian Qoncentration Camp at Tel-el-keblir dissipatsed any hopes
we had of "doing our bit" in that historic part of the world, which,
though far, is yet so near, being rendersd for &ver dear in the
msmory of Australia, that memory belng perpetuated in the history
of mankind by that immortal name ANZAC. |
The Unit was not placed immediatsly ativork, Rﬂuéa ma ches

and constant shifting of camp (renderad nauaﬁﬂafy by the arrival nfEr

fresh troops) ocoupying most of the time for several days. Eventuall

we ware attached to the 15th Army Service Oépps Company, my men
being placed into Detail Issue work, some outside, others on office

work, Subsequently on the 30th January 1916, the 15th Company
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having moved, the rationing of the 2nd Division was entirely in
our hands, Rations were drawn from ration train, and Wo. 1
Dump, green forage being ébtained frﬂmfhargas on the canal,
Buring this time assistance both with fatigus work and issuing
was rendsred by the 2nd Australian Fisld Bakery and Butchery,
On Sunday the 27th February, the 2nd Australian Field Butchery
left. On the 28th the work of shifting the Depot was commenced
and completed the following day. This procedure was carrisd out
to provide more scope for expansion and to allow of more easy
facilities with regard to both issuing and transport diffiocultiesi
On the 9th March we received orders to proceed to lioascar the
same day. However these orders wers receivad too late to bhe carried
into effect, with the result that we did not entrain until
Saturday 1lth March. Lisut Grant with 21st. D.,U.S. took ovsr from
us at Tel-sl-=kebir. Arrived at Moascar, tents were pitched., Owing
to the imminence of out dapartura'fnr France no A.5.C. work was
assigned to us., Whilst at Moascar the whole of the Unit wsre in-
oculated. Having reecsived orders to hold ourselves in readiness
to move out at a moment's notice, nit equipment was packad and the
men ordered to stand by. Ptes, AL, and G, Pope were transferrad
to the 18th A.'.C. Company, their vacanciss being filled by the
absorption of A.Brown (éat reinforecement) and H., Tylor,
On the 18th March¢ 1918 orders were recelved to proceed by xx
train to Alexandria, there to embark for an unknown destination.
Arrived at Moascar Siding at 7 p.me and bivouacked until 2,30
next morning. The journey to Alexandria was made in onen trucks
without anv hing of special intsrest. Arrived at Alexandria at
10,30 a.m. and embarked straight away on the troopship Arcadian
(ainue tﬁrpadaad). Left at 7 o'clock that evening. The wsathsr
was stormy. The boat was crrwded, about 2000 troops being on
board. Proceeded under escort and after a five davs' trip across
the Mediterranean ar ived at Marsellles, Francejnn the 23rd-

March 1918 without mishap. The only parades during the passage

were of a nature which would tend to »nromote ordsr should
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accidents happen. On opening sealed orders at Marseilles, it was
found that we were to proceed to Calais with the 6fh, 8th., 9th.,
and 10th D.U.Ss, the 2nd Australian Field Bakery ad Butchery. Lt.,
Miles 0.,C. 2nd Field Bakery was 0,C, of the train. Entraining at
10.30 p.m. we pulled out at midnight., The journey to Calais lasted
three days: via Orange, Lyons, Dijon, skirted Paris, Amiens, Etaples
and Boulogne, and was appreciated by all. With perfect weather and
southern France looking at its best the trip will aiwayﬂ be looked
upon as a happy remembrance, its beautises bheing accentuated all the
more as it came immediately after three months on the Egyptian
desert. As we werse amongst the first of the Australian troops to
arrive in France, conslderable curiosity was aroused at t@a what
nationality we wesre. And just here perhaps~ 1t would be well to place
on record the cordial reception meted out hy the Franch and more |
especially by the Red Cross. Arrived at Calais on Sunday 268th March
we soon discoversd that northern France was far differsnt to the south.
The night was htﬂnmy, gslaset and rain falling ceaselescly and the conld
was intense. Reported to Capt Mayers, 0 i/¢ A.5.C. Supply P-rsonnsl
at No. 1 Camp. The severity of the weathsor considsrably imnaired the
health of the Australian troops coming as it did so soon after
Egyptian conditions. Howsver, with careful handling and strict suner-
vision on the part of the medical authoritiss, nothing of a serious
nature was rep rted. On 30 March 1918 at 6,30 a.m. the Australians
commenced work on the docks. Lt Stevens, 0.C. 7th A.D.U.E., was -made
0 1i/c A.A.S.C. Destails. During our stay at Calais, which lasted
approximately six months, nothing of special imnortance is to bhs re-
ported. The men of the unlt were changed into different occurations
several timss. A thorough insi~ht into the handling of bulk stores was
obtained, The arrival and off=loading of boats, the stacking in
hangars, the daily typing, the loading of trains and their subsequent
despatch being thoroughly mastered. Several changes in the personnsel

of the unit took placs whilst at Calais, Sgt. Desmond was admitted
to hospital, evacuated to England and auhﬁaquantly to Australia. Sgt
'\ A. Brown was appointed to the vicancy. Pte R.A.L. Edwards our 2ma 7/
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reinforcement jJoined. Corporal Byran was evecuated to Enpland,
Pte A Toogood being promotsd with acting rank to £ill the vacanoy,
This appointment was afiarwarda confirmed. As to discipline, it was
exemplary, being characteristic of Australian troops wheresvsr
found. On the 31lst August having been so ordersd, the Unit under &ﬁiuﬁ
W.0, Brown lef't Cialais to report to No. 2 Fisld HSunnly Denot at
= Casstre, Lisut. Stevens being ohliged te remain bshind. Howsver,
gsome misunderstanding had evidently occurred, so that aftser a wasek
at the F.S.D., w8 returmmed to Calais resumingr our formsr occunations,
Whilst at Caestre Pte C.A. Davies was transferrsd to Ist Biv Supply
Column. When orders were rseceived that ths Unit was to move to the
somme for duty under the DD, of 5.,& T. 4th Army, they were receivad
with enthusiasm. When moving we were oblirged to leave Smt. Langsford
behind as he was engaged on relisf work, He rejoined the mit abhout
a fortnisht later. Rsporting to the D.,D., of 5. & T. we were detailled
for duty with the &% lst Anzac Corps Troops Supply Column (0.C.
la jor Goddard). The detachment hsre was split up. Some heing smploved
at the central office at Heilly, others at Ballevufa Farm Dump and
the remainded at the Siége D ump on the Albhert Amisens Road. Bsing
divided In such a mannsr, naturally there was no unity or concentratsd
action on the part of the unit, which makes it difficult to chronicls
its history. However, subsequantly ths wﬁﬂla of the unit with the
exception of Ptes Rowlands and Davi=s were moved to the Bellevue Fm
Dump on the Albhert-Bray Rd. Work was carried on thers intil 3lst
January. Rations were drawn by the lst Anzac C.T.3¢’s from Railhead
at Mericourt, and aftsriards when their H.erhnvad, at Albhert, and
then deliversed at Dump. Issues were made in the morming, commencing
between 7 and 8, and rations for th: following day's issus were
receivad during the afternoon. At ons time from this dump wegwerse
supplying wsll o¥er 20,000 troops, comprising about 107 diffsrent

formations.

.
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ﬁk' Perhaps it would be well here to give a brief summary as to tha

method employed in issuing. Indents were recsived from Inits
4 days in advance. For instance, received on the lst, dram from
Rajlhead on the 2nd, issued on the Srd, for consummtion on th e
4th., The fact that all work in connectio~ with the comnilation
of the 33518 was conducted at Heilly and not being in tslephonic
| commmication made the question of shortdrawals and alterations
| & rather 4dif icult matter and entailed considerabls confusion,
However, subsequently the compilation of the 3318 was carried
out at the office on the Dump, 80 that confusion in that Bﬂnﬂﬂﬂtﬁ
ion was reduced to a minimum, No reserve was carrisd on the dump
(being purely a refilling point) until "thaw" nrecautions came
into ﬁngua. Then of course a reserve was held in accordance
" with instructions received, The whole of the clerical work was
done in the office, thus making ona central point responsible
for all figuring, etec. This is absolutely necessary, more

gspeclally as the law of percentages in connection with fresh
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commodities was always in force. When the units arrived, entsring

as per dlagram, the Q.M. called atthe office, handed in his new
indent, sisned the one on which he was drawing for that day and
received a chit containing his numhar;-hqarinm the office sergeantls
initials abd the date, No issues were made without this chit. Fach
1BEHEP-WBB in possession of a 1ist numbsred consecutively and arainst
the number the amount of the commodity to be i<sued., The fipures are
compiled the night previously from A.’. 558, For obvious reasons

the numbers are continually altering. For instance, one day the list
will commence at No 1, the next a£ No. 6, and so on., Thereby no unit
recelved the same number on E€wo consecutive days, As a unit drew

1ts different commodities, its number was crossed off that iﬁsuaf'ﬂ
list, thus obviating double-banking.Fatigues and guards were drawn
'Hh&&ﬂhpagﬂalhﬂrm from the lst Anzac Entrenching Battalion as required
The usual daily, weekly, monthly and periodical returns required by
Army whilst at Albert were made out by the lst Anzac C.T.35.Cls office
80 that responsibility in that direction was in no way placed on the
unit. Googeries etc, were under cover of a shed, oils w=re stacked
in the open, as was also fuel, forage bheing stacked under tarpaulins.
Being a refilling point pmre and simple, detsrioration of supplies
was an impossibility.

As to climatice conditions. They were most severe, However,
the winter of 1916-1917 on the Somme needs only to he mentioned to
be understood. Despite occasional shelling and fraquaﬁt aerial

- raids no casgyalties were suffered. On the lst Decembher 1918 T.t.
B, Boles was made O i/c of the Dump, Lt Stevens being transferred to
Coal Dump Albert. Pte A.,W. Sinclair was transfsrred to ond Aust. Div.
Train on the 18th Janmmary 1917, Pte W,J, Bain who had arrived as
a reinforcement was admitted to hospital but afterwards rejoin-d the
unit, Pteg L.A, Davies was transferred to ®st Div. supply Column and
) struck off strength. The following reinforce-ents were taken on
strengtht- Ptes J.5, Smart, H., Hayes, T. Hanlon and G.S. Ford

A few days before Christmas we had the misfortune to have a rather
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gubstantially built dﬁmp carrised away by a gale. Nevarthalaéﬁ no
serious dislocation was caused and the dumnp was shortly after
rebuilt by the R.E'8. |
On the 31lst January 1917 the detachment moved under 7.0, Browl n
(Lt Stevens being in the United Kingdom on leave) to Frechsesncourt by
lorry, reporting to I.t Rawson whome w8 relieved. Our Auties at
. Frechencourt were not arduous. The rationing ﬂf Divisional Schools
was allotted to us. Rations were drawn from Frechencourt rallhead and
sent by motor to ﬁignaunurt where they were issued. Shg. Browmn, Ptes
Smart and Hayes werse dstailed for Vignacourt, the rsemaindsq of the
unit billetting at Frechencourt and afﬁar at Behencrurt. Whilsat thara‘
thaw precautions cam into force on the 18th Janusmy. Horse trgnsnart
was then requisitioned, rations were taken by them to pendezvous at
Pont Woyelles on the Amisns Rd, ffam thence conveved by lorry to
refilling points at Picquiny and Village Blcarge, the dump at
Vignacourt bheing tsmporarily suspended. On the 2nd March the unit
moved once more to Albert, and were taken in charge by Lt. B. Boles
(Lt Stevens with a detachment of thrse remaining at Vignacourt) A
week was spent at Albert on fatigues ete,, when we movad at Quarry
near Montauban. Here the task of supplying heavy artillery was
allotted to us., Howeve ', owing to the rapidity of the snemy's
retirement in the Bapaume Sector heavy artillery soon got out of ranﬁ'
consgquently it became necessary for us to move further fﬁrward.
At Bazentins le Petit railhead we made an issue en route to TLa
Coupgelle near Bapaume, It was impossible to go heyond this point
a8 the dscauville went no further. Great diffiﬂulty was axperienced
in getting up supplies, but nothing serious beyond considerabls delay
occurred. On the 27th March we enterasd Bapaume and unleadsd and
issued from the fipet train there., Tents ware pitched and work
was carried &gzgiffiuult mnnditiﬂnﬁ.‘Tha‘ratinn train, owing to
frequent derailments and the enormity of the task impos=sd upon 1t
arrived at most irresular intervals, Consliderable inconvenience was

caused to units. About a week after sntering Bapaume rations werse

L% - _.r‘.lj'
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being delivered by horse and motor transport direct to batteries,

On the 31st March the unit left with-inatruutinna to report to their
0.Cs at 1st Anzac Reinforcement Camp at Alhert., Proceeded by
decauville, spent the night at Bazentin in a rest hut en route,

and arrived at Mealte on the 1st April, Reported to Lt, Stevens.

We were now awaiting orders which were received on the 2nd, Intrain-
ed at Albert for Tincques, at which place we arrived on the 4th
instant. From there we went by lorry to Avesnes le Comte., Our work
here was relief work, éha rationing of the @th Corps Heavy Artilbery
being assigned to us, A dump or refilling point was made at |
Hnyelléa Vipn. On the 13th, 4 days after the advance we made our
first 1ssue at Arras, Although issues were mide on the 13th and

14th, the unit did not move there until -the 18th. At Arras we came
under the jurisdiction of the D.,D, of 5, & T. 3rd Army, however,
working more directly under"F" Siege Park. A rafilling point was

made ln the RHue Victor Hugo. Exactly the same system in connection
with the drawing of supplies from railhead mzm and their issue

was used atIArraa as everywhere else, This system has been found by me
to be more efflcacious and more satisfactory to all concerned., Here
we were rationing approximately 10nnp troops comprising about 57
units. As at Bapaume the compilation of all Army returns was carried
out in the uffiaa by the Unit, The Arras Rallhead was used, After a
short period, Army, for military considerations, ordered us ‘to move o
dump outside the precincts of the town, This procedure wag evidently
rendered necessary by the congestion of traffic in Arras. Cohsequentl
we shifted to Ronville on the Arras-Bapaume Rd, This spot was used as
a refilling point for some time, when owing to hygenic reasons the
dump was moved to the Arras-7illoy Rd. |

On the 18th June 1817 , Lt. Stevens was transferred to 2nd Aust.

Piv. Trﬁin, the vacancy being filled by Lt. W.G, Cadd, Towards the
end of ﬁﬁi;-tha gth Corps Heavy Artillery commenced to move out,
Marching out rations were issued as instructed, The number of units

gradually dwindled until we were supplying only the "F" Siege Park

ard a few detachments, However, these were taken over from us and
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we moved with "P" Siege Park, Per i mnm it ot —t k. .

The weather whilst at Arras was perfect, our stay being made there
throughout the summer, The work was performed by my N.C.08 and men
with smartness, a keenness belng evinced which is s0 essential,

1 crealing that which is absolutely necessary, vize. good feeling be-
tween issuers and units drawing, For the first two months at Arras,
the tewn and more especially the railhead was subjected to
continual shelling by the enemy. Almost uninterruptedly, day and
night, However, despite shelling, aerial attacks, the explosiong
of dumps and numerous other dangara, no casualties were suffered,
and in this respect we can consider ourselves extremely fortunate.
The purchase of green forage was an iﬁam that came into play, and I
am convinced that indiscriminate buying on the part of lnexperienced,
officers (i«e« in that connection only) is a factor to be deplored.
About "he end of June Cpl J.A. Bryan who had been invalided to
England from Calais, rejoined the unit and has been held as super-
numerary. For a depot unit, so frequently detached and attached to
different formations, the question of leave is a most unsatisfectory
problem, the majority of my men not obtaining leave until after 20
montha' service abroad., From my experience, I have come to the conw
clusion that the establi hment of a depot unit of supply can be
easily improved upon., The original establishment provides for 4
butchers, This, of course, allows for slaughtering., However, as is
well known, slaughtering is ﬁut touched by a depot uhit, in fact, as.
far a8 I am aware, no killing is done in France at all, To my mind
therefore, under existing conditions, two butchers are ample. The
remainder of the unit, outside the cook and batman, should be clerksy,
The advisability of having men in the unit who are even if only slight
ly experienced in clerking, has been demonstrated to me time and
time apalin, For absolute accuracy and smooth run ing, thfaa skilled
clerks are necessary.

‘ *  On.,the 7th July 1917 the Unit moved with "F" Siege Park to

Achiet le Grand for a rest and remained there untll the 24th when the;
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[, sl moved agaln for duty under the D.D, of S, & T, 4th Army,

Proceeded to by train to Dunkirk, Here the task of commeneing
and running a Field Supply Depot was ours, The hangar was situated
in Coudekerque Branche on the Canal Siding railhead, Supplies were
received from the Base at Calais and Rouen, The depot carried
approxinmately B3nnnnp rations, exclusive of iron rations and medical

- comforts, As was to be empected the initial stapes of an F.S.D,
entailed hard work on the part of all N.C.0s and men., Nevertheless,
6 months at a Base and 12 months up the line stood the lads in good
stead, and they fell into the work automatically. About 150,000

iron rations were held, the medical comforts being on a scale

as laid down by the Deputy Director of Supplies., As is well knowm
through official communiques, the town of Dunkirk was bombarded
almost nightly from the air, and occasionally from land and sea.
Several bombs struck the men's billet and both shells and bombs

fell in and around the hangar, No damage was caused, The climatic
conditions, although at timesmmwr severe, occasioned only slight
discomfort, which strengthens my belief that the men are becoming
seasoned to conditions prevailing in northern France, Work went =masmk
smoothly until the gth November, when owing to numerous troops
moving to Italy, the handing over of that pnrtiﬂn of the front by
the 4th Army, issues were conducted on a wholsale basig, Formations
drawing 14 days train rations and subsequent issues to divisions,
soon depleted our stocks, On the 7th November the R,3.,0. Canal Sid-.
ing-mn?ad, the balance of commodities held by him bging taken on
charge by this depot., Afterwards the R,5.,0, Leffrinckoucke also
moved, the same procedure being adopted, The 11th November was our
busiest day when 80,000 rations were issued, Between the 12th and 18
Nobvember, 250,000 rations were 1 :sued. It was rumoured th:t the
d;pﬁt had to be cleared before the Zoth November, Acting according to
instructions the balance of commodities held by #s were returned as
directed, Medical Comforts, iron rations, hay, being returned’ to
B.S.D. Oalais, 0ils, etc,, to Petrol Depot, Fontinettes, Wood to

R.8,0, Grubben and groceries to R.,5.,0, Idsesbalde, On lionday 2nd

'l.j . = - - _— . i _—_ - — - = ———— - g . — = ——— e = L mm——— s cm— _— i B —_— e < S i _—'-f.—l"l
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December 1917, the depot being cleared, the unit entrained
for Calais, leaving Gpi. Bryan and Pte Edwards at Dunkirk

to assist in the D.I.S5.. Arrived at Calais on the 3rd and re-
ported to O i/c No.g Rest Camp (formerly No,l Camp)., Here my
unit has been divided, Some working at the Calais base, others
at Pe rol Depot Fontinettes and the remainde@ at Vendroux:

(2 Oer. as stated baiﬁg held on command at Dunkirk),

.,-Ir o, ,Zf .{#{"
_.--"'"f. .
0.,C. 7th Aust, Depot Unit of Supply. A.I.F. =

Lieutenant.

17, 197
ekt udltl Date’ France

hu'.
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