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THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF,

EGYPTIAN
NEAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE.

L

The Director of Staff Duties,
Wwar QOffice, LONDON, S.W,.

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS.

August, 1918.

I have the honour to forward herewith the War

Diary of the General Staff, Opsratiana Section, General

Headquarters, Egyptlan Expeditionary Force, for the month

of July, 19186.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

,ﬁi;ﬁwqgﬁﬁ'ﬁ /
C 1 My WALy
|]° General,
Commander-in-~Chlef,
Egyptian Expeditionary Force.
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Commander-in-Chief's Tour# to ROMANI and MAHEMDIYAy July 6th, 8th and 7th.

July Sth. Commander-in-Ohief left -ISMAILIA by motor launch at 2 a.m. and proceeded to
QANT&RA, where he arrived at 4.30 a.m. He was met by General Lawrence and members of the
ataff of No. 3 Section, by General Wright, Engineer-in-Chief, G.H.Q., and pepresentative

officers of the General Staff and Q.M.G's branches who had preceded him to QANTARA on Tuesday

night. On the arrivel of the Commander-in-Chief, the party left by rail for ROMANI. whers
horses were met, and from there rode to KATIB GANNIT. This 1s & high shifting sand-dune
on the extreme southern flank of the advanhced ROMANI - MAHEMDIYA line,from the summit of
which a greneral view is obtained of the greater part of the position and the gurrounding
country. From KATIB Gannit the Commander-in-Chief proceeded to-make a detalled inspection
of the posts of the defensive works, Nos. 1 to 7, from south to north. Of these, Nes.l, 2,
and 3 had not been commenced, but the works had been traced and marked with pegs for
inspeetion. The remaining works, Nos# 5, 6 ‘and 7, were found, on the other hand, to be
1 advanced. The sonstruction of these defences is being carried out entirely by
labour of t.lfé"-}ifgiyptian Labour Corps under the supervision of M*foi{}er‘ﬂ, and
ing his inspection the Cormander-in-Chief went carefully into various questilons &fﬂagting
smployment, provision and administration of this Corps and their capacity for work 1in
district as compared with white troops. (see para. (a) appendix )%
The svsiem of the advanced defence of the ROMANTI - MAHEMDIYA line consgists of a

of 11 posts stretching from KATIB GAWNIT in the south to the sea coast at OLD MAHEMDIYA

north. Tach post is self-comtained and prepared for all-round defence, but the
. been carefuily aited with a view to ensuring the closest mutual gupport between
ats throughout the line. Concealment does not appear to have been carefully i
| a, works for the most part being sited rather Gmg5§icumu313 near ﬁte_sreata of
~ Peatures and enclosed by high wire obhstacles, invisibility being, as & ?ule,
1 irated to the acauisition of an extensive field of fire. From No. 7 Emnf Phﬁ 4
iy Chief retirned to ROMANI at about 7.30 a.m., and left by train for MAHEMDIYA,
Lhui been nrenared. During the day the Fngineer-in-Chief and Ge;era?ﬁ‘ 0,1
] ected the water—bﬂfing operations in progress at MAHEMDIYA and
situation ag regards the provision of water from local

/at
1875 Wt Wsg3/826 1,000,000 4/15 J.B.C.& A A.D.S.S./Forms/C. 2118.
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