AWM4

Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries,

1914-18 War

Veterinary

ltem number: 27/10/34

Title: Assistant Director Veterinary
Services, ANZAC Mounted Division

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

December 1918

AWM4-27/10/34

RCDIG1002694



"‘*-.,I.

AP & SD. .Mux.;--"iﬂ?f;— 142 18/1M. W. M. & Co.

122

Australian Imperial Force.

WAR DIARY -

FOR

BNCRIE L E B B OEE R R SR e IO e 1 91 '

Signature of Officer compiling/-..

/“"‘f._""g—;/] (‘:"t Wr’guamm of Officer Commanding ... i 155 | 022357

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT002694



DeAsDoV.S. A.&.N.Z,MOUNTED DIVISION. WAR DIARY DECEMBER 1918, Army Form C. 2118.
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Summary of Events and Information references to
Appendices
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2nd . M5
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14t h,

15th.
17th. J

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

D.A.D.V.Se sccompanies the 5. 0.C. Desert Mounted Corps and (.04Ce AeMZMbd Division and Staff
Off1icers on an inspection of the Division .

De AeD.V.S.: accompanics G.0.C.Diwlsion on an inspection of Divizsion2al troops .
3rd. sl DeAsD.V.S. accompanies 3.0.C.Division on an inspection of Divisional Train and afterwards reports
ﬁ on condition of horses and shoeinge A2PPENO/X [

Notification received from Stralds (A.I.F.Hdqtrs Cairo) that Capt R.M.Spence.A.A +V.ls has

embarked for PFPrance.

The forage ration averapes =2s fellows ,Barley 4, gram 2, ‘maize 1, bran 2, tibben I0, and

sucrapheille 2 1lbs. Anrimals over 16 hands high receive 2 1lba evira grain(barley and gram) e

The weather is very windy ané cold causing the sanimels to be e tueked up, yet not ge badly

as a2t the same time last year,beling not clipnped this year and¥Warking.

D.AeD.V.3. inspects the Mobile Veterlnary Sections of the Pivisicon and finds them practically

empty of sick and debilitated animals " Their personnel is very much below strength(31 mem).

Mallein testing is progressing rapldly .

Pare from A«I«F. Egypt Order Neo £5 dated 6/12/18 reads := Major Temp/colonel J.Kendall performe(d
V.S8. Desert Mtd Gorps from 5/6/18 to 22/8/18 in addition to AeD.V.S. A.I.F.

the duties of D.D.
in Bgypte

on the 2-12-18 and was posted te Divislonal Troops Australian Mounted Division by DeADaV.S.

Auvst Mtd Divisione

0.Ce AJheV.Co.Details Moasc:r 1s instructed to send foward every available AeA +sV.C." ot her rank"

when demanded [orr as
Vemo scut te A.ds2Q

orders, pronibiting the galleping of horses except these in training for the pending Divisionmel
Races to be held en the 14th Dec.
D.A.D.V.83. Proceeds to Jerusalem and inspected the animals of the Znd A.L,HeRegt , They are

logking partieularly

Divisional race meeting held todays Dull weather bul a very suvccessful meeting wWhich was attenged
by many Officers Irem Acneral Staff ,Headquarters and the surroumding units awaiting entralming.

There were large entries and fields..

Ferage ration averages barley 4, gram 2, tibben 10, bran 2, & sueraphaille 2 1bsq

All mallein testing 1is completed and certificate sent to Director of Veterimary Services that
' that the result was,Reactiomsnlle

In reply to memo from Hdqirs Amzacs the fellowlng names were submitted for homowr of award or

mention in the Peace
orders received from

R %ﬁ;ﬁa M@ hmel Rl

Report frem Capt Fe.Collins Ash.V.C. rec:ived that he had arrlived atl Tripqll

they are urgently required te replace casualties in the filecld.
JM.0. of Divisionasking for a para to be Inserted in Divisional Routine

well ameé althoush rough in their ceats owing to the cold amd Wel.

Despateh.8gt H.Tones 7th AM«V.5. Sgt J.F.fully 6th A.M.V.5. Sgt R.D.Munr NeZ . VG
meneral Staff Divn fer the moeving of the Divisien from the Ayun Kera te th

bakos Bhd€ss,in the follewing stages.,
i 7 Ovd
‘-727/“—'&:5- Sy
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Teft Ayun Kara (Richon le sioh) 0900 , arrive at Wedl Sukerlier 15%J , Distanece 15 miles.
Ieft Wadi Sukerier 0800 ,
teft Mejdel 0800 , arrl
1eft Gaza 083C arrived Belan 1415 , Distance I0 mllese

arrived at Mejdel 1545 , Distance 12 mlles,
ved faza 1550 distance 16 miles.,

eft Belsh 0800 , arrived Rafa 1500 diatamce 14 miles., Total distanee 65 miles. |

The majority of the donk
As the animals are not be'ng clipped 1If has been feund d1ff1eult under the prevalling conditiong

to counteract the Ticks

among the herses . IL has been too cold to use Tiek destrcying selutlons and biliary fever 1s |e

plentiful.

All heavy baggage ~as mow been removed from the railway atatfon at Rafa ,which was transported
for the Diviston by rail . The Divisional Train preceded the Division by one day . At Yebnah
and Tsdud the roads were vVery bad and heavy and grest diffieuliy weas experienced in getiing
through some of the Begs« Towards the end of the jeurney the roads were sandy and good, the
wveather being fine. The horses came threugh very well . :
The animels are somewhat tucked up owing to the weather beinz extremely wet and cold,

Porage ration barley G,
extra gralne Return

It -feneral Sir Harry chauvel¥ «C.B. K.Co. Nddressed all ranks of the Division and expressed his
apprecgaiion of the pood work done by all renks » Cireular by Director General Veterinmary
9ervices rdeclived from D.V.S5. E.BoF. stating that for the geed work done by the AsVeCs the Ceor
nas Been raised te a "Royal Corps". The DeVeSe EsEoF. in a memo atates that although the "Rﬂ%
does not apply to the AehoV.C. &o NZ.V.C. vet he comdidersthey are imtegral narts and appreecisa

the worlk they have dene.

Aemeral Staff Anzecs issue instructioms ln reference to Educatimnal% facilities during the

armistice and pending de

D.A.D.V.Seto agsist by giving leetures on elementer~ Veterinery Science and Farriery under
arrangements wlth Adjutants or Bde Me jors to troops. The subjiects most advised are as fmllnwtu
Disease of bBones, Disease eof ihe foot, Wounds anc thelr treatment, Lamenecs, Diseases of the he
cheat, and abdomen, Polnis te Be cobserved when purehasing animels, Diseases of cattle after

calving( ge‘i'ﬂtul organs ¥

eys of the Division wWere returned to Remenhta prier fo The movees

whieh ere very prevalent and causing very great irrgtation part feularly

e

gram 3, bran 1, tibben T0, Sueraphaille 2,1bs . Nersecs _over 16 hands 2 [lbs
of ages of anlmpsds of the New Zeoland Mtd Bde sent to DeV.S. . G.E.Q. T .E.P. #PPENTI

111
es
B.AD.V.S. Divn is asked te have all ranis concerned iaformed.

mobilization . Veterinary Offieers of the Diwm are instructed by the

d,

Tmpaction in cattle,sheep ete. APPENDI)X:

Suggestions for Impreovement 1in army equipment,organisatien,ctc sent te Jeneral Staff Amzacs 1in peply

te their memo G/29/25 ,
Animel casualties f

(Ayogz). Wi. Wiaszg/Miag3. 757,000, 47 D.D. &L.,

€ D ol Evacuated 8
New A].' i .Efncfj now %EE u]ggﬁt%gr % ]:é?* nery bffice%sua,ﬁ%pén?l?%. V..

Appendix, 7V
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WAR DIARY |

OF

D.ﬁ.D.V.ﬂt._ﬁ.&.NEZ;MTD DIVN.
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FOR

DECEMBER .
- ama S

LIST OF APPENDICES.

No. Subject.

;o Repert on conditien of horses of Bivis fon.

2a Return of a~es oh horses of New Zesland Mtd Bdc,

% Veter inary Officers to give lectules on elementary
veterinary science in connectlion to EBducationsl scheme.

4, Suggestion for improvement in equipment and orpganisatiien.

5 New ferm beling used refereénee animal sualties
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APPENDIX NO.
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A ol l& iQ l].{ . g 2
" Anzee Mtd Divn. -

---—-—--H-H_-——---_-*

--'-.#

Reference the inspectien of the Ae&eNeZ.Mtd Diva by the
Desert Coprs Commander em the 1lst insts

A8 Instructed I have te report that I neticed the fellewin
when riding threugh the lines of the Ffeliewing-wmitse varions units.

le That the 2nd A.L.H.Bde horses less these of the 5th anmd 7th Regts
were in good general cenditien with the exception of a small number ef
low eonditioned animals . The animals s a whele are in good cendition
but are rough In their ccats oWwing te the seaseén and not bBeins elipped.
The horses of the. 6th Regt and 2nd Machine Gun Squadron are lecking
particularly wells z

2 The horses of the 1lst A. L.H.Bde less the 2nd Regt are in low
conditione These animels wereclow in conditien previeus te the receent
oparations particulerly thoseS of the Maehine Gun 8qdren . The latter
have impreoved but the remainder have lest cenditien since their arrival
in the Richon le Sion area. I attribute this te the shertage ef
persemmel to attend tc them properly ,also a eertain extent to sand-
eating and 1 stroenglt recommend that muzzles be used when &nimals are not
feeding or drinking, The grazing 1s not good enocugh at the present
time as there is nothing but coerse pampas grass vhieh is generally
pulled up and esten With a quantity of sand on the reots . More
attenticn shounld bBHe p&id to the ﬂald!'lg the best of the pﬂrﬂgﬁ ratien bj’
gi‘gring more tibh&ﬂ -ﬁ.t ﬂight tmE. HEPE @ﬂming Shﬂuld .be Gﬁﬁried ﬂut
and the blanketing of all animals sheuld be particularly attended to as
the nights are colds,

S e The horsés ef the 18th R.H.A.Bde have with few exeeptions greatly
improved ,altheugh there are still many in low conditioen , The °
evacuettons of these animals haes decreased the strength of the brigade
but those remaining eare in fair working erder.

4, The horses of the N.Z. lM.R.Bde were not seen owing to the lateness
the hour but I know that they a re as a Whole in geog@ servieeable
conditien,with the exeeptien eof a few low eccnditioned animals,

Da On the 2nd inst, when riding through: the lines of the 1lst Fleld
Squadren and the 1lst Signal Squadron , I noetieced that with few exceptions
the horses , although rough in their ccatis’,are in geed conditicones

S On the 3rd inst I found the heorses and mules of the Divisioensl
trein in very good wondition,particularly the latter with but few
exceptions. '

The shocing of all wmits could be imprpeved by having the sheex removed
mere frequently ,but eonsidering that many ef the farriers have gone on
1914 leave ,the shoeing generally is gobd . In almest every unit it
was motieed that animals have been clipped eontrary fo orders .

this should immediately eease as the animals may hav e to stand

severe climetes o It should be impressed on all vnits that greeming
and blanketdng 1is as important as geed feeding, In bringcing enimals
Inte & fit condition.

(Sgd) J.Kenda 11
- DlA ID#V'S.

3/12/18., A% .N.ZsMTD DIVN.

\gﬂ\y
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Age return of herses of the NeZ.l.R.Bde. 24/12/18,
APPENDIX W
Ages Number «
Seb 45
7 =8 324,
8-10., 4‘*8 "
11l=12 25D
13=14, 288 .
Over 14, 294,
total, 1648,

o J «Kendall.
gdl-f I.A .B .vﬂs 4

Australian and New Zealand Mou ted Divisienms
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Gemeral staff.
Anzac Mid Divisione

---ﬂ'ﬁ-#ﬁ'_---‘----ﬂ

Reference yowr Wﬁ-ﬁ/llﬁ of evem date,
T have imstructed the Veterimwary Offlicere of this Division
to make the mecessary arrangements Wwith the Bde Majors or
Adjutants as the case may be , to give the mecessary lecturess |
Micol 18t A.L.F.Bde & Iavermess Battery
capt gﬁéfﬂ.c. 2nd Ae Le.lleBde & Aypshire Battery.
¥ajor “tafferd amd Capt Meade N.Z. M.R+Bde & Semerset Battery.

Cante. Pageoe Divisional troopsSe
Capt ‘-‘»tihbary Divisioanl traine.

/7 eecetatl pi0ut Jeolonels

DeAe DaVeSe
Australien and New Zealand Mounted Divisione.
23/ 12/18 .
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General Staff
Acko N Z itd Pivn,

o O R e S S O e O e

Reference your G/29/25 of 28/12/18,
1 have the following suggestions to make,

(1) W‘ The arches should be made adjustable or several
different sizes e 80 that thay can be made tP fit any tpye of
animal . The front arch must be high and wide,

(2). The establishment of draught horses and mules for "G.3."wagons
limbered should ve 4 drivea from the seat and that for G.S. wagon 5
also drivea with long reins from a seat. ’

(3) Orgar ) Jervices . The personnel of Mobile
Veterinary & srigades should be doubled also their
equipment as per Mobilisation Store Table ,s0 that when a Mounted
Division is advancing over a large area the section cam be divided into
two partiesie- One party liobile to move with the brigade . The other
party temporarily immobile ,to remain behind at ce:tain places and in
the case of a Division ,the three immobile parties may be amalgaha@ed
under the instructions of the D,A.,D,V.8, to form temporary casualty
c¢learing stations . During the preseant campaign the distances that
Mobile Voter:l.urz Jections have been called upon to convey sick and
lame animals to Veterinary detachments and hospitals has been t00 great
and 1t is considered that the D,AD,V.8, of a Division is in close
contact with his Division and can thus form these clearing stations
and place Lhem in position 80 tha t the chain of restisg plases for
these patients ,to the Veterinary Detachmente at railheads will lead to
less wear and tear on both mem and animals also less wastage,
it is also considered that the personnel of the preseat Mobile Veterine
ary nntﬁu- are too small to handle the sick and lame animals of a
Lounted “rigadete 17 privates (or working party) to approximately
2500 animals, As a rale the roads de not allow of a man leading
more than two amnimalms without mniug a2 blockage in the gemeral traffiec
This means that duriag operatiomns a Section can at themost only convey
54 animals at ond time and may very often take two or three days to
get back to its brigade.
I would alse suggest that each Mobile Veterinary Section carries esquipe
ment such as light angle iron posts and light femeing wire (which can
be convenienily packed amd rolled up) for put.ing up small kralls .
These kralls have préved very useful in this campaign but have mostly
been made with heavy timber which has had to be left behind, sections
may thea handle more animals during operatiosms whare large casualties
take plage without the continual breaking away of animals that often
takes place,
(4) I would suggest that all animals of a Mounted Division be
provided with a stréng canvas rug besidesthe saddle blanket during
winter months, It has been proved that they cam be carried around the
necks 0f the animals during a march as in this campaign where mounted
troops have played such an important part. Just before goiag into
action the rugs can be dumped and evean if they have to be left behind
for two or three days,lhe benifit the animals gaim counteracts any ill
effects that a few days without them may have had., Animals as a rule
are standing on the lines many more days thaw they ars marehing,

(5) For carrying emergency or mobile ratiom over and above that
which is carried in lhe nosevbags ,a strong canvas bag =2bout two feet
in length and 6 to 8 inches in diameter should be provided .This nay

be strappéd over the great coat and wallets,

(6) With cold shoeing il has been found impossible to keep all

animals of a Mounted ¥ivision well shod up 80 it is suggested that all
Unite with a strength of £ 500 animals or over be issued with a small

portable forge.
ﬂf— . 4 Lieut-Colonel,

- B &ID.V.Bl
AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZBALAND MOUNTED DIVISION, ‘

29/12/18,
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Army Form A. 2000.

FIELD SERVICE.

Corps, etc..

RETURN of Sick and Injured Animals during the week ending

Station._

= e
= | £ 5 |8
- s %[22
“ | ¥ | FR
2|3 | & g |28
21E |9 g |80
— < b~ = |

Horse Depot

Died

Date
T = h
o
=
-n = —
o | 28
B 21 E8l REMARKS
E E *E E - {Nature of Cases to be
2 'ﬁ EE: E stated)
a & - -

1. General Diseases

2. Respiratory ,,

3. Cireulatory_ ..,

4. Uninary 3 -

5. Generative. _,, |

6. Digestive z
7. Lymphatic
8. Nervous ’
Q. Skin "

10. Locomotory ,,

11. Specific - 8
12. Visual -
13. Injuries i . i
e 3
TOTAL

*Number transferred cured to Remount Depots to be also noted in column of Remarks

Detadl of Sick, &c.

r I

Mules.

Camels,

Admitted... ...}
Cured - s
Transferred ... |
Died...

Destroyed
Missing ...
Remaining

Totals

A PO SD. Alex 3958

§0025A

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

/9: 18{14M. W.M. & Co.

Present Strength of Animals :-

Horses ... ...
Mules
Donkeys

Camels ...

Total

Veterinary Officer.
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PERSONNEL OF A . V.C. UNITS

AND A.V.C. PERSONNEL ATTACHED TO UNITS.

STAFF.

Effective.

—

Non-
Effective

Veterinary Officers of Formations or Hospitals,

BRITISH.

INDIAN

EGYPTIAN

Saddl. Cpls.
Saddlers.

—

Officers _
W.Ofthcers = |
S. Sergts.. |
Sergeants 2 S84
Corporals — - |
Privates |
Farr. Q. M. S.
Farr. S. Sgts.
Farr. Sgts.
S.5.Corpls. - —
S Smtha. .. |
Saddl. Sgts.
Vet. Assist'ts,
Vet. Duffadars.
.| Salutries
Clerks
Sowars - _
Pub. Followers [
Nalbands

Officers
Jemadars

| Clerks
Saddlers
Clippers
Temurgies
Bash Reis
Reis
Syces

Rank.

Name.

Charge.

"BRITISH,

EGYPTIAN.

1

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES.

Remarks as to action taken.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Veterinary Officers.
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