Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Formation Headquarters

AWM4

1914-18 War

Item number: 1/9/13

Title: Intelligence Summaries, General
Headquarters, Egyptian
Expeditionary Force

March 1917

AWM4-1/9/13

RCDIGT1002 /712



Page 502,

ey - — -

S ECRET,

-ﬁ'j- 103#
T N0 ERLEL T OEN R S UMMAR Y.
lst March, 1917.-’-‘{ fg..-. .
_ — - : f "r'-*t - 7 i .M::_f-f-"-_;:—r »
1 M T W SE T
f{‘fk
. I"-"q L y 3 -
i <
GENERATMSEABU/ARTERS,

EGYPTIAN EXPEDITIGNARY FORCE.

r— - — —— e — —— — L] = — -

1. UFSTERN DESERT.,

. ARABIA,

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT1002 /712



1, WESTERN DESERT.

The politieal sl brsctdsi JasJLRERATCAL amonig” bhevardo ne-Tactlone

is becomlng rathier complicated.

There 1s evidently a considerable difference of cplnlon betueen

the two couplus cAYED ABMED and MCHAMED IDRIS and 1t seems even
pcssible that the former may Jjoin the letter's enemies.

MCHAMED IDRIS appears Lo have lost c¢onfidence in the Turke '
pover to help him and 1s anxious that there should be at least nco
o bWestiliby against the Hritiah in Egypt. SAYED AHMED on the
-L.er hand seems Juelined to join NURI and the markish party, and

1g 'n receipt of friendly messages from RAMADAN 1L SGWEHLI the

ppsnent of JIOHAMED INRIS .

2. ARABIA.

hePuriclal, FrbhTearad e ar-thein posiiion. Sostaranad south~

reast of MEDINA now appears 1o be completad as an R,F.C. recoirialssiioe

has shown SATH EL GHAYIR and KH'INAGAT AR RIM to be evascmated and 1t
had prsviously been repnrted that they had retired from BIR DERVISH,
mhe forcer moved up the rallway +3 MEDAIN SALEH anéd EL ULA
tave besn reini reed by the arrival of the lst and 3rd battns. of the
163ra Regt. (53:d Division).
A prisenst taken from this regiment states that the secon and
Coarth battalions are expected at MEDAIN SALEH but says notling as
+~n the other regimenrts of this Divisicne. It ls considered that
~upply dilfficulties render if unlikely that they will follcocw the

27aq g3 far south,

qeveral impcrtant refrgees have reached MECCA from MEDINA,
-5ysd 1g gs8id t» be almost ixprocurable ané the Turks ere acdvieing
+he inhabitants to withdraw tc SYRIA but kneowing the ecnditicns vlilon
prevail there the latter prefer to go to MECCA,

There i1s further confirmation that the Arabs blew up a trs.n and
railwey bridge neer TOVEIRA (near HaDIVA) .

— iy — ———— A b R
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DISTRIBUTION OF ENEMY FORCES IN SINAI & SOUTHERN SYRIA. Page. 505.
() From varicus scurces (agents, priscners, deserters). Approximate only.
_ () Approximate cnly.
: I e = .— —-— I = - m—— o —— ——— . ——— 1 :.F
| | Mﬁn. Tants ] Guns.f . i
Lecallty. !Date. ource Unlts. ! (6§ Notes. ;
| | Bhﬂlter " g |
! Ll | e e ]
! I T. S- % |
ABU IRGEIG. 24/2 BB e s as  esw sse Luslieat TR UBE LY | ; |
| (TR00F = = t
AXABA , i15/2 Agentfeee see eee eee 4.3(?7250 - - 200 Armed Arabs, 5) Syrians, ]
BIR SABA-- 24/2 R¥C. saw "o e L ¢ ne e e =3, 7085 = Inc luﬁ in.g HEiEhbDuring camps.
| | UM FARKRATH camp reperted grne. |
| (e) & bns. Turk Infantry.| !
| } Probably from 1l€éth & | Labour Coarps. 3000 mules. 4 guns
- 27th Divs. 7000 - 9 from AUJA and 2 Mtn Guns froeam ]
§ ?2125th Regt - 3 bns, ! 2 A.A.; NEKHL possibly here alss. i
? 8th Cav, Regt- -' i
EL ABREISA. baase e BERRUNG - ii e N o oL |
| { (2100 ~ - {
|
l, i :‘.
EL GHABI. 114/2.] REC Feos cos aes eoe oo} = 13 - L
EL SHUSHI. [9/2 LREC ‘e sdiiiteee  «os il Sl 1A (LR |
GAZA. laafe (Limre | Eas iions s haui i - 130.F - :. |
| (a) § 8lst Hegt - 3 bns, cr
| 13Eth - 3 bns. 2000 - -
g | f ? Camel Corps. !
"'*" | Irsameligiia e J“#:’—‘:"L"“ 4o : by e A gl o :5-' o . S T Vo . E——— Y S -E—-m S s g o ——— ek . . i
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; Teeality. ﬂnete. Eﬁurcai

S}IELIJAL-HIJR-&N- E 21/2 ]LHFG & B @ L L " & & 8 a u " 9 - 920 " E

} (a) 31st Regt. 4 bns. l 3rd Divisicn, Parts of 16th and
! l ' 3204 Regt. 3-4 bns. |- 27th Divisions.
l"‘"“*h Pegt. 3-4 bns. e Goarmen Hons. 4 Pield Guns.
] I : %-6 bns irem 16th or 2-% Coys Austn. Min Cuns (8-12
; { 2/ih Dive. o bethie 3§ | g guns.
. [ o5rd Cawvw. Regt. 1 sga.tf 14000 - 26 # Turkish Field CGuns.

; ¢ath Cava. Regh. . ! . 2 German M.G. Coys 212 guns ).
I ?7tn Cav. Regt. | 6 A.Ad 2 Turkish " &-12 guns).
: ?5th Regt. Art. . .
! 24/2.
PFTEL EL SI-]:ERTA. HFC- | &« = a W . & & 8 a & B a C

Not including Auxiliary units,
e.g. Depots, Hospitals ete.

! *
ey m 2 0 0 Incluﬂing nB from.AUJA (4np1

- T ®

Regt. (4 tns) repnrted by des-
ertar tn be cnly about 2,000
syrong. The real streéength 1
mire prabably 3rd Div. 7,200
riflea, 165h Piv. 5,400 viite
cith Div., 5,400, Ca?alr? £ 1]
varicus €,000, Total 24,007,

—

ol

‘ # Maximmum estimate. The 31st
|
i
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*"'ir_-—“f‘ | : T&m'—‘! s g 2
3| i | E | Men. | Tents | Guns., E
| Locality. |Date. [Sourceq Units. } (b) & f kb)) Notes.
;l l bhelters.
I
i ! AT SR LL T e ’
i | B T eI
Rase Troopss. | i |
| : .
EL TINE- 1/2 iRF': 'O -ea 'R .-en n-_ - : 44 - i {
; | : 400y - 2
b | _
| JERICEHO. $18/1 | RFC  feer eos woe oee oof = 100 -
i JEEUSF;]:EI'.{' d 19/1 RFC S 6 P -4 - e . e - | 50 - B&I‘I‘acks but no tPDDpE seeén.
y ‘ (a) }JDepot Regt. - 4 bns. J?3000| = - Part of 23rd and 53rd Divisicns.
_ I i epot Regt. probably drawn uron
to replace desertions ete. |
d . _ ]
i i  NAANE. } 18/2 | F¥C S e ST Y - 30 = Troops possibly billleted in town. |
. : | o00. - - 4 ‘
? ' '
RAMH- ; 1&/2 B} C " ew LR *ra *ow .- i a0 23 A.A.} : |
: 25/2 | RI G > s N B s w LI .- a1 ' %) New &erﬂﬁr‘mme: 5 h&ngB.I‘E g
: I 400 - - Not 1including aviastion units. !
! | TOTAL. § 74,10 264 . |73 ALA. ?
GRAND TOTAL. 30,600 2504.{ 41. | GENERAL NATE. |
T 11 Owing to desertiont
A. A, and sickness battalion strength |
------------------ is probsbly nearer 600 than 750, !
: figure at which it 1s reckmned I
f here. : i
E 5
§ + :
ak*—ﬂm e O I, Y Fa bk T T T 0 AL S e A ST M. L _.j
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THE PALESTINE FRONT.,
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1. GROUPING OF DIVISIONE IN TURKISH AR''Y CORPS.

The grouping of NDivisions in Turkish Army Corps changes
frequently and no ‘detalls are known concerning certain Army
ccrps, the composition: ol which must therefore be a matter of
speculatinn.,

The fallewire represents our latest informetiont-=-

DIVISION,

AH*I,H:'{ ':'-‘J'F*..PE o e el e Y
I- R " e " e " P nnkn:}?ﬂfn.

' Y

Tl aes " A " n . ee 11 4!’.

PET  aaws el Shwasilaes et 14, 472,

T e e e 1

M e AR A e A Mon-existent.
15, 25,125.

HI & & B W B B - w8 e kb w [ I

TIII I .- cw a "9 L .. ow 3?1 40::

VETE s e awe ann mwes esw oo By RhG & .
i QR = S SR (B - S T T Non~exliastent.
W R | | 26 e e 4 8
A1 P & 2
XIT  we : 43%. 44, 55, i
XITL o ; 2a- By
> 2 Unknown.
XV ; 19, 20,
¥VT : 6 R . 1B
TVLE a 56, ?759.
TVITL = : 45, Bl, 52
XIE o ‘ Unknswn.
Th = e 46, 50.
XKL s ; 2 B
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ARMY CORPS. DIVISION. (Contd).

1st Caucasus see oo 9 "Ceucasus",
‘ 10 "Cauecasus"

36 "Caucasus".

Pnd CalBasus sse oo 5 "Caucasus"
11 "Caucasus.,

37 "Caucasus".

Divisione avallable for the 1lst, XIVth, and XIXth A.C.

and for addition to two dlvisional A.C, arei--
4, (perhaps belonging to XIII),
23
24,
35, (1f existent).
41,
42 .
49,
o4 ,
00 «

"he 22nd Division (ASSIR) and the 58th (HEJAZ Expedit-
fonery Force) are almost certalnly independent Divisions.
s |

The follewing infnrmaiiﬂn hes been recelved within the
last few days.,

(1) Deserters who arrived MITYLENE report that 172nd Regt.,
4 battns., strong, 1s disposed along or near the Anatolian
Coast fro.. FOKIA to ALVALL and belongs to 56th Division, 17th
Army COrps. =

(2) Prisoner of War's letter indicates that 57th Division
including 175th Regt. 1s at MUGHLA (between ADALIA ang

SKYRNA ).

(3) Letter recelived by Prisoner of War indlicates that 59th

Division is at MANISA (N. of SMYRNA). Thils is the first
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mention of this new Division and 1t mey be in reallity nothing
mers than an asggregation of recrults,

2, THE PALESTINE FRONT.

There sre indicatiens that the 3rd Divlsion has been
brought tp to 1lts former strength of 12 battalions by
drafts from the 27th Division. According to deserters
the 160th Regiment hes been aebgorbed by the Slst Regt.
Its place in the 3rd Divislon 1s reported to h&ve been
taken by the "38th" Regiment.

- This may be a mistake for the 138th Regiment.
The 33th Regt. was identifled by contact at BRAILLA,
Roumania on February 24th 1917 and that such mistakes Ao
geeur 1s shown by the fact that deserters and P, of V.
teken in Mesopotamia on several occasgions—confused the
156th Regiment (Tigris Frount ) with the 56th (Roumeniean

Pront ).

ﬂ““---—-——_--—--—_-_“-_-—1_
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1, RESUME OF OPERATIONS OF THE R.F.C.
23/2/17 - 1/3/17%.
= 2, MACEDONIAN FRONT - WEEFLY SUMMARY.
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1. RESUME OF OPFRATIONS OF THE 5th WING, R.F.C. 23/2/17 - 1/3/17.

- e

Turing the week the R.F.C. co-operated with the
Cd!umn which attacked KHAN YUNIE on the ESTE.

“The principal points brought cut by reccnnaissance
were the following:-

/n increase at TEL EL SHARIA on the 24th, 500 tents
snd shelters being observed as against 250 on the 1l4th
inst., the evacuation of AUJA which took place between the
24th and 27th, and the disappearance of the Ul FARRATH
camps on the Z26th.

The following is a .detailled analysis of the dally
events of the wesk.

'E¢j2/17. . Co-operation was carried out with the Colurmn attack-

ing KHAN YUNIS. Contact patrols operated with our troops
thruughcut‘tha morning, landed at the Headquarters of
the Column and reported the enemy holding the town and
non-combabants evacuating along the NURAN ROAD. During
the operation a reconnaissance of the area GAZA - TEL EL
JEMHI - NURAN and KARM IBN MUSLEH was made and report
dropped that roads were clear of anﬂmyireinfarcamenta,
Hoatile aireraft reconnoltred MAGDHABA about nodon.

24/2/17. AUJA was normal and about 100 infantry were seen

>n parads and 12 coaches on the rallway, the latter
evidently in connection with the evacuation which took
nlace before the 27th. At TEL EL SHARIA an increase of
250 tents and shelters was gseen., 8 coaches were 1in the
station.,.

?"f?/l{. Machines co-operated with troops operating at RAFA,

A series of successful photographs were taken of the

WELI SHEIKH NURAN positione

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT002712
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26/2/ 1. Hostile aircraft reported flying Fast from EL BURJ
at 1. 45, Two machines went straight to BEERSHEBA to
intercept but the enemy did not return there.

A photographic reconnaissance of BEFRSHEBA rallway
from JUNCTIZN STATINN to BEFRSHEBA (a distance of 55 m.)
was unfortunately wasted owing to a fault in the ocamersa.

The camps at UM FARRATH south of BEERSHEBA were
seen to have disappeared.

Rolling stock seen on the BEERSHFBA line this day
amounted to one train of 30 trucks south of the Junctilon,
and two trains at TEL EL SHARIA.

e7/2/17. Reconnaissance of AUJA reported AUJA evacuauted,

The Decauville rails hﬁd been removed but maln line

ralls were still in position., Water tower blown in, and
houses partly roofless.s A train was attacked wlth mechine

gun fire and boller believed plerced. PFurther up line

two trucks contalning socldlers were fired on.

23/2/17 Hostlle aircraft reported from MAGDHABA at 1257,

Two mechines pursued 1t until it was lost in a cloud
over WELI SHEIKH NURAI.

1/3/17. Patrols were maintained throughout the day. A

hostile machine passed over SHEIKH ZOWAID in the morning
and flew to MAGDHABA. Two machines left in pursuit

but were unable to sight 1t.

2, MACEDINIAN FRONT - WEEKLY SUMMARY, (4/3/17)

- —— iy B

e

BEIES AND STRUMA SECTORS.

Usual successful patrol encounters and ralds, in which

we captured seversl priscners.
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GREECE.

Count of guns, machine guns and rifles in HMOREA is now
going on. No dlstress from blockade In THESSALY, but PIRAFUS,
ATHENS and MOREA considersahly effected by 1t.

VESTERN SECTOR.

Itelians made attack on German positions Hill 1080,
capturing 69 prisoners 9th Jagereand llth Reserve Jagers.
Owing to explosion of mline they could not maintein thelr
positions and withdrew to their original line.

GEVGELI - DOIRAN SECTOR.

Usual artillery bormbardment and patrel activity.
Greatly 1lncreased aerlal activity. 15 eneny machines bombed
2 Allied aserndromes on 26/2/17; in retallatinsn we bembed
symunitlion depot near- CERNTSTE causing large explosion,
27/2/17, £92 hostlle aeroplanes ralded our camps about
SALONIEA; in reteliation we successfully raided enemy depot

and camps at STCJAKOVO south~west of DNOIRAN,

— e P e S P e S s g -
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INTELLIGENCGCE SUMMARY,
éth March, 1917.
EGYPTIAN EXPITIITIONAREY FORCE.
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SUMMARY OF “.NFORMATION (TURKEY).

NAUCASUS FROWT.

No change reparted on this front.

MESOPOTAMIA & S.%. PERSIA,

I+ is reported that the Turks in the HAMADAN aresa are
falling beck, and that the entire XIIIth A.C. may eventually
rectire to the Turcn-Persian border.

HALIL Pasha, G.N.C. VIth Army is reported to have resigned
his commend. The retreat of the Turkish forces on the TIGRIS

‘EBEHE t9 have brought about the withdrawal of their troops on
the EUPHRATES, wh? appaar-tﬂ be retiring upstream from SAMAVA,
SYRTA,

Jentral Syria and Palestine. It would seem from the state-

ments of several deserters that the 3rd Division is belng
brought up to its original strength of 12 battalions by draitis
fram the 27th Division and from the Depot Regliment at JERUSALEM,
e group of deserters reports the 160th Regiment "absorbhed"
snd its plece taken by the "38th Regiment", possibly the 138th,
the 3%3th Regiment being in ROUMANIA, but later arrivals from
the Turkish lines speak of the 160th Regiment ag still 1n
existence.
According to recent deserters the 162nd Regliment which
was expectcd on the PALESTINE FRONT has been diverted to ARABIA.
A éesﬂrtar from the 125th Regiment states that hls regiment
totals only 1,507 rifles. Deserters. from the 31lst and 32nd (4
hattalion) Resiments put their total strength at 2,000 and 2,500
rifles respectively. The 32nd Regiment is saild to heve lost
sver 600 men "rom disease and desertion during the lesv 3 months.
The enemy continues to be emceedingly short of pack transpbrtﬂ

e has lost 2/3rds of the Camels which he .aad during the
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ROMANI operations, and 1s short of miles and horses. Hls mﬂr51{

ag evidenced by the frequency of d&éﬁrticn, 1s bad.

Deserters have reported the 23rd and 53rd Diviglions as on
thelr way to the S. PALESTINE FRONT., On the other hand the
letest information from this source glves the impression that the
162nd Reglment (53rd Division) has follewed the 163rd to the
HEJAZ . The non-appearance of any further units of the 43rd Division
following the 138th Regiment 1n 5. PALESTINE mey be due tc¢ demands
from MESOPOTAMIA (whlther nine battallons -~ some of bad quality -
were gent by JEMAL Pasha in December, according to captured tele~
crems ) having taken precedence of other needs or to JEMAL Pasgha's
feers of an extenslion of the Areb movement.

During the perlod under conslderation HAFIR EL AUJA has beesn
evacuated and there has been a gsteady denreaae-of'thﬂ enemy's
tents and shelters at BIR SABA, 158 with 93 on the BIR SABA -
KBALASA ROAD, totaliling 247 on March 3rd as agalnst 7056 on Feb,
24th. There were 411 tents and shelters at TEL EL SHARIA on
Mareh 3rd (decreasc of about 90) and on March 2nd an inerease of
160 2t the SHELLAL SHEIKH NURAN position weas recorded. These
figures were all obtained by R.IF'.C. reconnaissances.

Latest informetion from R.F.C., agents and deserters
indilcates that SHEIEH NURAN has been evacuated and a furthen
withdrewal on the part of the enemy appears probable in the near
future on this front.

ANATOLIA.,

The 56th Dlvislon (Hﬂgimcnta 170, 171, 172) appears to be in
™, ANATOLIA and to belong to the XVIIth A.C., Vbh Army. Two
deserters frcm the 172nd Reglment report its four battalions to be
A1stributed between AIVALI and PHOKIA. A battalion of the 173rad
Regiment, prebably of the 87th Division, is reported at VURIA by

the same deserters and a letter reveived by a P, or W, indicates
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that 4/175 57th Division ¥XIst A.C. 1s at MUGHIA,

Andther such letter places the 59th Division at MANISA,
N. of SMYRNA. Early in February only 2,000 recruits were
reported at MANISA by refugees from AIVALI and 1t 1s quite
pgssible that the 59th Division is still an embryo.

e g—— e I — T
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1. ARABIA,

The pesltien cemblrues to be satisfactory. The Turks
retiring from SATH EL GHAYIR and KHUNAGAT AR RIM are reported
t> have resched BIR MASHI where the¢ \radb force under Sherilf
7RID is in touch with them. Seme important refugees have
arrived at MECCA from MEDINA. 'They state that food there 1s
very scaree and that the inhabltants are advlsed by the Turks
to leave the town and go %2 SYRIA. Many have done S0 and
ethers are joining the Sherlf.

The check which the Turks have sustalned south of MEDINA
coupled wish recent events in MESOPOTAMIA appear to have pro-
Juced a salutary effect upon IBN RASHID, - a repert from a
French Meslem Officer with ABDULLA'S foree stating thet he has
informed the Turks that he eannot help them and that the small
Turklsh detachment which has been &t HAILL for some time has
left that ~lace in consequence.

Degerters on the PALESTINE FRONT state that they belongced
to the 162nd Regt. which they left to go to hospltal at
DAMASCUS 3 months ago. TWhen they came out they heard that
their regiment had gone to MEDINA and they themselves were
then attached to the 16th Division. It would thus appear
that the 162nd Regiment fnllowed the 163rd in the dlrection
of the HEJAZ but there 1s no evidence yet of 1t having
srrived s2 far south as MEDAIN SALEH.

The activity of the Arabs against the railway continues
and information received during the past week shows that they
have destroyed a bridge at ABU NAIM and also destroyed the

line near nﬂﬂhL'HAMHA, some 250 miles further North.,
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2. REPORT OF RECENT OPERATIONS IN MESOPOTAMIA..

-

Sumnary of operatlons on TIGRIS PRONT during past week.

Following up successes of previous week on 25th Feb. our
troops and guanboabs pursued Turklsh army retreatling towards
BAGEDAD and overiuook rearguard n~lding strong position 15
nmiles N.W. of KUT, covaring BGHALTAH. We assaulted and capiured
position infllcting hsavy casualiies and taking many prisonsrs,
Pursuit continued on 26th. Turks again overtaken 15 milss to
N.W. attacked on three sidas by troops and gunboats and routed.,
Royal Navy recaptured gunboat "Flrefly" which we lost in Nov.
1915 during retreal frrom CTHESIPHON and took or destroyed other
shipring. Ensuy completely dsmoralised, retreat now become a
rout, A line Of relreat strewn with abandoned guns, arms,
ammunitiﬂn,.tranﬂpmrt, vehicles, equi >ment and stores of all

kinds. On 27th, Cavalry and gunboals continued pursult as far as

AZIZIFYAH, hall way between LUT And BAGHDAD, punishing demoral-

ised remnants oi enemy army of which not more than some 5000

escaped. wur capturcs since the 23rd ult. include some 4000

prisoners, o3 guns, many machine guns and tronch mortars, masse

of rifles, ammunition, equipment and stores of all kinds, four

shipe, twe tugs, ten barges and much miscellaneous river crafit

and bridging material. Much booty still being salved and there

1s evidence that a cinsidersble amount hag been shrown into

the TIGRIS, whilst cwing to the fact that it was strewn over somse
. eighty miles of ccuntry, a gocd quantlty has been secured by

Arabs 1living 1n the neighbourhozd.

it B R I I e e S S ——
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In the WESTERN THEATRE on the Brifiish Fronl we have gone

E—— e w

on with our highly successful nightly raids. We have beaten
back every attack and we have moved forward our line north nf
the ANCRE. On the night ~f February 10th, we seized a strong
gystem cf hosti’e trenches north-east of BEAUMONT HAMEL, on a
front ¢f mcre than three-quarters of a mile and got 215 prisoners,
our own total casualties being 150. The next night, we with
scarcely any diffiuulty, occupled 600 yards of hostile trench
in the sameé nelghbourhood. On the morning of the 13th, our
troops were specially fortunaste in a raid east of SOUCHFZ, pene-
trating several hundred yards into the German defences and doing
a 1ot »nf damage. We destroyed & trench railhead and four mine
shafts and kllled a great many Germans.

e have taken nearly 350 prlsoners in the weeli's work.

The tctal gain of ground on the ANCRE since 17th January
amounts to between 500 and 1,500 yards in depth on a front of
some 5,02CG yards. Ve now hold all the BEAUMCUNT HAMEL ridge, and

we heve pushed forward Into the valley dividing this ridge from

the SERRE heights. Further south we have moved on across this
valley and have established ourselves on the ridge above
BAILLESCCURT F..RM. The 18th German Divlsion has been very
-severaly'haHGIEd in thils quarter as the whole of it -~ except one
battalion -~ was engaged for two days on nuunterQattacking ang
doing all 1t oould to try and drive us off this spur. All this
ground is of great importance for purposes of observation.

on the French Front there is nothing of autstandiﬁg interest

0 note,

The EASTERN THEATRE has not been marked by any operatiosns of

impsrtance. South of DWINSK the Germans say they ralded the

Russian positions and took Y0 prisoners and a machine gun; near

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGTO02712



Pﬂgﬂ 525.

KISELIN, west of LUTSK, they say thevy took 42 prisoners and =
machine gun., Thile in the BUKOWINA they claim to have stormed
a strongly fortiflied position, and to have captured 171
prisoners, 3 machine guns and much material,.

In the SOUTHFRN THEATRE, heavy shou has hindered operations

in the TRENTINO, On the ISINZO front the Austrians made a
violent sttack on the Itallan lines north and east of GORIZIA
on February 1l0th: they occupied and held some front line trench-
es, but the next day the Itallans re-occupied the 1lost groung,
taking 100 prisoners,

Fe hear from the CAUCHSUS that the two Turkish armies are
finding great difficulty in maintaining their effectives. The
troops are lll-clad and ill-~fed. There hae also been desertion
toth to the Russians and_tu the rear; between 7th October 1916
~rd drd February 1217, 579 deserters were received in the
Ruesian llnes.

PFRSIA AND KURDISTAN., The Turks on February 8th re-

:ccupied BURUJIRD, 70 mlles S.S.W. of HAMADAN which was occupied
by the Russlans for a short while and evacuated.

In MESOPOTAMIA, our troops have continued to gain ground

in the angle of the Tigris and SHATT-EL-~HAI S,W. of KUT. On
the morning of February 9th we took & portion of the eneny's
trenches in this reglon near the HAI, and also occupied and
consolidated 1,200 yards of his llne further west. During the
doy cur cavalry operated agalnst the enemy's right flank. Next
dey we made a conslderable advance, taking possession of the
liquorice factory close to the canal, and securing a new line
cn a frontage of over 6,000 yards. In the course of these two
deys of strenuous fighting the Turks were driven back a distance
of between £00 and 1,200 yards. Our artillery co-operated by
shelling the enemy's bridge of boats at SHUMRAN; one Adirect hit

vas obtained. On the llth our infantry continued to press back
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the enemy 80 successfully that by the evening he had been hemmed in

and confined to his last line of trenches - in the DAHRA bengd of

the Tigris. O9n the 12th, we advanced for dlstances increasing from

1,000 yards on our righc, where we stormed a Turkish strong point to

2,507 on our left. On this flank we have now reached the river bank

cpposlte the south-eastern corner of the SHUMRAN bend., The enemy have
been obliged to 1lift their bridge of boats, and to tow the pontoons

upstream. Thus for the present they have no bridge In use. The

Turlks have now cut the river bunds 12 miles upstrcam from the junction

of the HAI, and s2 flooded the country on our left flank.

The Turkish iosaea may be judged from the fact that one of our
brigades, whose total casualties were 1397, collected over 200 dead
Turks in theé trenches they stormed.

With the confinement of the Turkish troops on the right bank
of the Tigris to ~he DAHKRA bend, where they have no bridge, their
pceltlon 1s stecadily becoming worse and they will have some difficulty
in escapling. KUT 1tself 1s now subject to our fire from these
directlions, though the actual ptssession of the town is of little
military lmportance,

The news that the Turks have cut the bunds of the Tigris some
dlstance upstiream may méan that they intend to evacuate their
pusitions at and belcow KUT. This might hamper the operations of our
cavalry west cf KUT but would greatly increase watering facilities.

The totél Turkish losses slince 12th December cannnat te l-ss than
15,000,

— T T mm e
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DISTRIBUTION OF FNEMY FORCES IN SINAI & SQUTHERN SYRIA. Page 527.

e S T ey

(a) From various socurces (agents, priscners,; deserters) Apprcximate only.

(b) Approximate enly.
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TADI IKLETIH. = Bridge over wadil burnt.
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TOTAL.

GRAND TOTAL,

§ come cvernight from HUJ.
6000 1250 | - |
b r Including Labour Corps, A.S.C
<7900 A1 Ul I BUY Eome of the troops clusses on
18 A.A¥ Base troops in Surmary 109 have
probably come up. Guns unpleced.,
00 120 -
400 50 =
~ |
24000 - - Nepot troceps probably now

i

V)
]
-

Pege 528,

Circular position. HURAR-DIAB-

FL JINDI-KHAN ZUHFILIKAH. 24 i
lengths of trench-uork becing
continued,

But some of the trocps msy have

€2 trenches, 4 gun positions. ’

decreased owing te érafts.

At least 5 seroplsnes.
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THE TURKISH FORCES IN MESOPOTAMIA,

I.E.F. "D" reports that on March 6th 1917 prisoners
of at lesst 11 aifferent units were captured on the TIGRIS
FRONT and stregpgling stlll continues.

A.Prisoner of War of the 64th Regiment states that his
regiment resched BAGHDAD on Merch 3rd. The personnel were
nearly &ll raw recrults, battallon strength below 400.

The priscner reporis much cenfuslon among units on the TIGRIS
FRLNT and the re-organisstion into one Divislon ¢l the remalns
of Divislons 4, 45 and ?52. The 41lst Regiment has been
re-organised as two companies. It seems a justifisable
acssumption that Divisions on this front will be contracted
into Regiments and reglments into battallons, ag in units
similarly teleseoped in the CAUCASUS, the original titular
numbers being retained.

NGTE .

The 4lst and 64th Reglments belong to the 14th Division,
Its third regimént, the 1l2th, may be on the way to IRAK,

The Turkish forces 1n the TIGRIS -~ S.%,., PERSIA Theatre
are therefore presumably composed of :--

one "telescoped Division" (ex Divisions i, 45, %52)

Divisicns 2, 6, and 7?51 (though the last must have

suffered severely in the recent fighting) plus 3%

battal: -ns of the 1l4th Division and a weak cavalry

brigade.

o pattalions of the 156th Regiment, a Cavalry Regiment

and about 1,590 Gendarmes and miscellaneous iroops

m-ght be withdrawn from the Lower RUPHRATES for the

defence of BAGHDAD,

—__ﬂ-.--._-i-.—-—l..—l-—l--lﬂ-_—lﬂ-
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WEEKLDY SUNMARY OF INFIRMATION (TURKEY).

TAUCASUS FRONT,

P, of W, from the IIIrd Army repirt two A.C, under
von TROMMER Pashe arriving at SIVAS. Deserters on the
other hand ét&te that the'ﬂVIIﬁh A,G. has already reached
SIVAS having left SMYRNA early in February. This statement
is almost certainly premature, since the entire A.C. in .
guestlon could herdly have reached SIVAS in 3 weeks from
SMYRNA., Meanwhiie there 1s good reason to.believe that
between 35% and 40% of the Turkish IITIrd Army are at
present nasuaities} malnly from slckness,

P. of Wo reports work on an extension of the (unfinished)
ANGIRA-YOZGAD line to TOKAT. A raillway from ULU KISHIA (near
BOCANTI) to KAIBARI is also reported unﬁepwaonstructioﬁ.

H.C. of the IInd Army are now known to be at DIARBEKIR.

PULOF T 0N S BV . PERBEA.

- The 64th Hejpiment arrived at BAGHDAD on March 3rd

~and shared In the disastrous defeats of the retreating
TIGRIS Army. The third regiment of the 14th Division may

be expected on this front. In consequence of the heavy

losses inflicted on him the enemy hag (according te a °

prisoner!'

s very probable statement) "telescoped” three of
his Divisions 1Into a single division, perhaps on the same
lines that were adopted last ®ctober on the Northern

Caucasus Yront, when 4 A.C. were reduced to as many divisions.

The Turkish force in S.W. PERSIA is in full retresat

towards the Turco-Persian frontier.

SYRTA .
Cilicia and Aleppo aresa., No salf®ant news,
Lebenon and Peslestine. Agents In LEBANON merely lament

the lncrense cof dlsease, famlne and desertion in the country
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erd ‘Ivrnisgh no Important military Iinformation this week,

e Information was recelved on Merch 4th that the

eremy.  was sbsut to retire from the SHELLAL-SHEIKH NURAN
position and that the line GAZA-JEMAMA-TEL EL SHARIA~

BIR SAEBA ﬁculd be occupled and strengthened., - Another
(deserter's) report statsd that the enemy was retiring

to the line running through BAB EL WADI, 15 miles west

of JERUBALEMq

The enemy evacusted SHEIKH NURAN-SHFLLAL on the night

of March 4/5th, A series of R.F.C. reconnalssances between
MARCH €th-1lOth showed the bulk of hls force %o be lying
between JEMAMA and TEL EL NEJILI where 1,270 tents were
repurtedion'mérch Bthe There have been indlcations that
the erne~y may lntend tﬁ retresat, further'N, ReECo
reconrelssences heve thus far falled to loca“e anything
more then the minimum of defensive works in his new position.
kepartis frmm Agents and Deserters gdve the impression that
lGﬂZA vas belng evacuated, but a deserter from thet plaece on
the 1llth instrnt ststed that there were 2 battslions of

the alﬁt Regiment there with 5 mountain guns, 5 machine
guns and 2 A.A, guns. This information taken in conjune-
tlon with the fact thet part of the Decauvills has been
left down south of TEL EL SHERIA suggests that the enemy
dﬁes not inténd for the present to evaouate this 1line

entirely.

Cwing to the pauclty of deserters to us Aduring the

pﬁst woak there have been no new identificaslions on this
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front. But the statements of Deserters and P.of W. from both
PALESTINE and‘HEJAE coupled with the report of a DAMASCUS
agent glve the impression thatv the 53rd Division is not 1n
the PALESTINE rheatre at all but forms part of the Turkish
fomposite force on the HEJAZ Rallway.

A Turkish desertsr from thée 60th Germen Foot Artlllery
reports this unit to consist at present of 495 Germans (all
ranks) and about 210 Turks with four 6" and two 4.28" guns or
howitzers,

EURDPE & W. ANATILIA.

While there have been reports from Bulgarlan sources that
the Turkish forces in Eurcpe were to be withdrawn feor |
service 1in Ac’a, iddntificetions frocm RCOUMANTA gilve the |
impression that the 15%h, 25th and 26th Divisions are stlll
there.,

Mmich e ctivity 1s being Aisplayed on the strengthening
of the defences of the SMYRNA reglon.

prapemm— L
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: RESUME CF 2PERSTICNS OF THE 5TH
WING, R.F.C.. 2/8/17 -~ 3/3/17 .
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“SpatME OF OPERATIONS OF THE 5TH WING, R.F.C, 2/5/17-5/3 17 .

The salient event of the week has heen the sudden
evacusation by the enemy of his well prepared position iIn the
WALI SHEIKH NURAN area. The camps in thisg area were reported
by seriasl reconnalssance 19 be normal on the 4th instant,. but
a recsrnaiscance cn the 5th found the enémy 10 be in fuil
reatreat. The Royel Flying Corps 1mmediately beEan a vigorcus
¢ffenglve thch was still in progress at the end of the week,
Txecellent contact was malintained throughout each day with ihe
retiring enemy and the whole cof the forces which recently
sceupisd the WALL SHETKH NURAN position have besen lccated.

At the end of the period under review these forces were
seattered in varlous ecsmps in the srea south of the WADI-EL~
HESI and west of TEL-FL~-NEJILE. On the 8th inst. the camps
1mmeéiately west of the labter place were estimated to be
cufficlent for ore Division. During the last four days of

the week nearly S-tang O both'weré drﬂppEﬂg; The enemy's
forces were caught on the mcve and very sevarely punished.
Cnlumns of troops and transport were:r5peataﬁly borbed from
1low heights and scattered with machine gur flire, every station
nn the line from JUNCTION STATION southwards to BEERSHEBA

wasg bcmbed , many dirent hits were recorded and conslderable
damaege was done 1o trains and rolling stock. Ovher objectives
were camps and bridges. The former weré effectively bombed
and als: constently subjectea to machine gun fire. Thesge
ﬂtt&GkS'haFE been carried out buth by night gnd by day by
Pelays of machines. | ‘ o |

The enamw s aircraft have not been in eviﬁanae anﬁ have
'cnly-ﬁada one sttempt A intarfere with our opﬂratiana.

This GEGLrPEd sn the 8th instant when five hostile mﬂﬂhlnﬂﬂ

attempted o interfer® with six of ours which were engagad
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in s bomdb attack on JUNCTION STATION. The hostile machines
were driven oi'f and the attack was completed. |

OF* "1 8IVE. Bth. Bemb attacks on the TEL EL SHARIA

——

statlicn, wocden rallway bridge on WADI IM"EIH. Direct hits
sbtained on rellway line, bulldings and alongside traln angd
wooden bridge damared. Several large cslumns of troops and
transport eattacked on the roads with machine gun fire,

€th. Rolling stock, line and statlon buildlngs were
bombed and damaged at BEERSHFEBA, TEL EL SHARIA, EL MENSHIYE,
TEL EL NEJILE and JUNCTION STATION. Machine gun fire was
dlrected - Cavalry, trains and herse lines with good
effect. Tﬁe machine of a pilot attackling the new c¢amps near
TEL EL REJILE was struck by a riflelbullet which ignited the
Very's lights in the locker behind pllot and thus set the.fuéef
lage on flre, one cartridge after ancther exploding. The pilot
Eithuugh in severe pein, flew back to RAFA, where he landed,
extingulshed the fire and flew his damaged machine safely
back to6 the cerodrome in the dark, 1n order to give in his

report.

7th. TEL EL SHARIA, NEJILE and EL MZNSHIYE station were

bombed, as well as the rallway line and éamps in vielnity.
The pilleot attacking TEL EL SHARIA had his éngine disabled by
A.A, flre. He managed to reach KHAN YUNIS, where he landed;
owling to the nature of the ground he weas unable to get off
rgain, he buried the lock of hig mechine gun and his ammnition
and made hls way back to RAFA where he wes pleked up by anether
rochine which breought him home although already ﬂarrfing pilot
end passenger. The machine has since been salved.

In the evenling eslx machines made a very successful attack
on JUNCTICN STATION, eight direct hits were obtained on bulldg-

ings and rolling stock.
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8th, On the night of the 7/8th five attacks were made
by moonilght on TEL FL SHARIA station, camp and rolling stock
pt one hour Interwvals. Camps were além attaeked‘with machine
gun flre, Machines werec received with very heavy A,A. fire,

twe were dam: ged but all returned safely,

! RECONNAISSANU. S.

2ngd . NOEAN pesitions 1169 tents and sheliers,

iy W s =

ABASAN EL KEBIR redoubt cccupled. 800 horses seen

in the ﬁeighbﬂufhaad of TEL L FARA,

Daﬁ@uﬁille rellway within one mile of TEL EL SHARIA,

ord . ~ ABASAN EL KEBIR redoubt nccupied, otherwise no sign
of eénemy in the wviecinity of KHAN YUNIS. The eneny outposts at
ARU SITTA, ABU KHATLI end EL GHABI wére reported occupiled.

FLEFSEEBA 154 tents and shelters, a decrease of 350 since
the 12th February. UM FARRATH 03 tents and shelters. The camps
to the Fast on the AUJA ruad hed disﬁppaarEd.' TEL FL SHARIA
413 tents and sheltﬂrs.. ABU HAREIRA 73 terts and shelters and

a llne of six trenches facling west and two facing North.

4vh. BEERSHEBA no change. Rolling stock:~ 10 trucks

In the morning and 45 trucks in the afternoon. 1200 men seen
meching towe-ds SHELLAL from BEERSHEBA. WALI SHEIKH NURAN
nd change 1n cemps. Two squadrons of cavalry obgerved.

Eth. Wcather very unfavourable for reconnalsssance.,
On TEL EL SHARTIA - SHELLAL road two bodies of 500 men were
‘seen halted.

. NURAN positicon reported evacuated by evening reconnalssance,

500 men were seen at a polnt nct located owing to mist on the
"HARIA -~ GAZA road.

6th. GAZA, 15) tents and shelters. Slight movement on
GAZA - BEERSHFBA road chiefly East, EL NIJIIE, In area to N.W.

e PRI . A i

1ll--u-J-'-'ul-llh---.-...._._._
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of this station pllct of a bombing machl.e reported 2002 tents
end sheiters. ABU JERRAR. 82 tents and shelters and 7 trenches,
ARU HAREIRA., 29 tents and shelters.

7th. GAZA. 190 tents and shelters and consildereable
transport movement on roeds in srea. 133 wagons counted.
Camps N.W. ¢f TEL EL NEJILE reported as contalning &2'7 tents
and shelters. Reeonnalssance machine hit by gun fire and
flying wires cut necessiteiing return. BEERSIEBA, 473 tents
and sheltera. ABU IEQEIG 15 tents. S0 Infaniry and 69 cevalry
g2ing 5.E. SHARIA. 172 tents end sheltera, Very heavy A.A. |
fire. ABU HAREIRA, 3C8® tents eand shelters.

Cthe Camps B.W. of NEJILE. 127C tents and shelters.
Cemps near- HAREIRA 237 tents and shelters.

purin: the week the usual pratective reconnaissances
were cerried out of the arproesches 1o RAFA frcem the N.E.

arnd k.

- e e e e S e e e e e S e g s SRR e
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14th March, 1917.

C SNERAL HEADCSARTERS,
EGYPTIAN EXPEDITIONARY FOROE.

1., MACFDONIAN FRONT - WEFKLY SUMMARY,

5. RECTNT OPFRATIONS IN MNESOPOTAMIA.
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1, MACEDQ! AN FRONT - VEFKLY SUMMARY

GREECE . L

The storage mf guns in MCREA hss been completed. The
r ragult ¢f movement of riflss has yet to be estimated.

STRUMA SECTOR.

There have besn Turklsh and Macedonian desertiocns dsily.
BELES SECTCR.

Suceessful raids have been made on enemy posts in the

vieinity ufhﬂﬁEIJmﬁKIﬁﬁZALJ and BREST, é prisoners were taken

frcem the Macedonlan Division and more were kllled.
+

EAHD&R~DOIHﬁﬁ SECTCR.
i ICn the night of Ysreh 5th/6th our pstrcls entered enemy
works N.U. of DOLDZELL, infllctlng daguslties on the garrlison,
vhich fled., Cur sercplanes made & night rald on HUDOVA
sercdrare, and denots at CESTGVC, |

AIBAT TA,

Two fustrian Officer adesertérs give the following
Alstribution of forceg:—- |
19th Corps H.Q Q, SCUTARI.

47th Bivisiﬂn HaQ: TIRANA, cansiating of
J .5 14th and 20th Mountain Brigades.

Regicn of the Lakes 3th battalion.23¥d Landwehr
Reg iment, 2 battallcns 25rd Landsturm Regilmend,

X battaliﬂn eadh9Gth and~28th Regimenta; lst and
4th‘battalians Gren; Jaﬂgarq.

- 2100, O3 eE 10 &Hia

North af SKUNBI rivar 1 baﬁtalinn 46th Regiment,
5th andvpossibidy? 6t batballons-Grena Jaegers,
£11th Fiepe Brigede amd a Fungarian Ftepe Brigsade,
ccompusition=ofyboth thése Erigaéaa wnknown .

South 6f/ SEEEBIﬂBha*hﬁitalinﬁﬁaabﬁiVZﬂﬁy 54th
Regiments, lst, 2nd and 7th.battaliﬂnq Bosnla
DNy % -, Jaegerﬂi VB ‘L,.".” at W OARIOL fAgls YIoQd |

: . . 4 e N e T " rFh gy s s P Y Py nalat deeo
: - RSPFRNISEGT@Rs;é mal-ub ouiev yadlfln 1o aclfolirs

- iNoehange; butwensthe hightlof Maréeh 6th/6th the enemy

e

—— —

. . P . . & = - L | - '

e herp Bawlts aaoont L0 fi ré 1, %'
o7 A, - L A

".".."1. L
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1s repnried to havai?sed gases All existing German
still

units on thils front/remain there, but nc additional

troops reported,

2. RECENT NPERATIONS IN MESOPOTAMIA.

TIGRIS FRONT, Summary of events of the
past week,
On thelﬁth March we advanced from AZIZIYEH on
BAGHDAD, moving by the left bank of the Tigris. The
2. Turklsh resrguard was driven from & positien at LAJJ,
\/ﬁﬂ 100 prisoners and 1 gun belng taken.

On the Vth our advancedq troops found the Tﬁrks
gtrongly entrenched aleng the DIALAH river and contin-
uatlon of that llne on the right bank of the Tigris
covering BAGHDAD from the S, anﬁ S.F. The Tigrls was
bridged near BAVI on the 8th and we attached up bﬁiﬁu.
benks the following dsy. The enemy offered a strong
resistence, but we estebllshed a footing across the
DIATAH and secured their advenced position on the right
bank of the Tigris.

On the 1%th a further 11né'pf irenches was captured
on this benk and énamw driven within three miles of
BAGHDAD, while“un tha 1eft-bank'wa completely established
oursolves across tha;pIALﬁH.rivar'which.was bridged in

F,faaa nf strung uppnsitian. 500 pPiEGnEPE'WBEB taken
--end over :aoa daad Turlta I:nund in viuiniw of crossing
;-ﬂlﬂnﬁu Night lO/lIﬁh.ﬂnﬁmN retrested H. of: BAGHDAD.
Abcut 690 Turka ﬂapbureduoh the llth'and a large quantity
af bonty although thﬁq‘ﬂﬂmﬁ have réemoved. or destreyed many
- articles of mllitary velue during thﬁﬂpgﬁ&_for@night.
G o Narauding Arabsdand Kurds-were begimning to loot

/4%?}2> clty waen our troops arrived and rapldly established arder,

L
T e S e -

-
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CFEERAL HEADQPARTERS .

EGYPTIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE.

---—ﬂ--—

1. ARALBIA,
2., WBSTERN DESLRT.

______ Y )= =
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1 L JES-HFJ.BIE.

The activity cf the sherif's forces against the rallway
hes met with eansiderable success. Substantlal damage o
the line was dmne on the Jdrd instan£ et DAR EL HARRA anﬁ
MATALLI respecksively 45 and 30 miles North ¢f MEDAIN SALEH
and the new confidence which new animetes the Arabs 1is
evidenced by “he fact that they persistently har:essed the
repair gang sent nut by the enemy and captured the whole of
one such gang. Anmther‘repﬁrt states that the bridge over
WADI HAMDH at ARU NAIM has been blfwn up and the line des-
broyed "between siX stations". The guard of 22 Turks
statinoned at the bridge was captured. As the -Arabs under
Felsal and ﬁbdulla now control practically all the couniry
and mast of the trites west of the rallway up te METAIN SALIH
and passibly even further Noarth the epportunitles fer saffen-
sive action sgalnst the line are numerous and verled.

The last report from BIK MASHL (2% miles Southlcf
MEDINA) stated that the Turks st111l occuplied that post but
its evacuatisn must now be 1mmiﬁent.

IBN SADUD'!'S attitude towards the Sherif ls becoming
increasingly friendly and reports from BASRA sugges?v that
no aggresive action 1is 1o be feared from IBN RASHID so that
the Sherif's ;osition as a whole would now seem to be a

strong 2Me.
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©, WESTERN DESERT.

SAYED AL ED with a part of his forces 1sstill at JAGHBUB
but prepsring to depart, There is little indication as to
where he will go, KUFRA, GYﬁENﬂIﬁA and TRIPOLI being all
suggested in turn.

. MOHAMED IDRIS shows ingermous eonfldence 1n his relatlons
with the British by sending kbout 270 camels to purchage dates
from SIFA. The naﬁﬁls have been allowed in, but are being
detalned. |

There is infﬂrmétimn that NURI the Turkish agent hes been
doing his best to rénmnciie‘BAMHﬁﬂH IL SOVEHLI and IDRIS but
it 1s most ﬁnlikelylthat he will succeed in forming an
offensive alllance between them.,

. An sttempt heas been'madﬂ to establish wireless about 40
mliles frnm.the Egyptian boundary in Itallan territory, &
party of Turks and Germans being repcrted to have been landed

from & submarine.

-"--.----ﬂ-----—--_-ﬂ--ﬂ
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1. “EXTRACTS FROM WA OFFICE WERKLY NEWS LETTER, DATED 22/2/ 17

TR BRI ] 11!- llllll L L e R e

In ‘t-hG t".—'."E ’T‘EHN THI]RTRT' on the Er*i't.iah Fl‘mnt,, our trggt}q on
February 17th moved forward on both banks of the ANCRE, and south
Af the river the enemy's positions opposlte MIRAUMONT and PETIT
MIEAUMONT wﬁre saized on a front of sabout 1% miles, We penetrated
over l,ooﬁ'yards*intu the enemy's defences, and carried our line
ts within a few hundred yards of PETIT MIRAUMONT. North of the
ANCRE we stormed an important position on the upper slopes of the
spur north of BAILLESCOURT FARM con a front of ebout 1,000 yards,
taking 610 prlsoners and & number of machine guns. Next morning
the Germens sounter-attacked our new positionc on the ngrth bank
in farce, but . 2re driven back and lost heavily. |

kalds have been ecarried out by ue &as suﬂcessfﬁlly as usual at
various points of the 1line during the past week; the only misadveéen-
ture being that, ﬂn.the evening of the 19th, one of our small adv-
anced p>sts south of IE TRANSLCY was rushed by strong enemy detach-
lments fraely using flammenwarfer. Our trpnah had been previﬁusly
demmlisheﬂ by a heavy hﬁmbardmﬂnt.

) the night of the 20th we captured 184 prisoners in a series
of raids, in one of which near YPRES 114 prisoners were taken and
seversas lassaatwaré infllicted on the enemy.

French ralds have done considerable damage to the enemy., .

Jur advance south of the ANCRE on the 17th carried us acm ss
the low g;ﬁund between 5ur former line and PETIT NERAUQQHT;'and
though we: have not yet secured the top 9f the ridge e nui?&verlaak
the village from the south-west., R

As regards the FASTERN THEATRE, in Gallola where SHoW'&nd
bitter cold ht e prevailed there has been fighting 20 'mil8s™S.S.W.
5>f BROD; the Germans say ‘they maintaired themselves® in~ HHE Russlan
1ines for 5 hours, and dcstrayed the Russian gaiiarteaﬂiuhning 92

[l

thelr own treﬁbhesi : Sy : 1% €

I‘ leli-.*:_'-' :_li.:ﬁ
L]
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9f ROUMANIA there 1s nothling how to be said.
Neither in the SOUTHERN THEATRE nor in THE CAUCASUS
nor in PERSIA AND KURDISTAN 1s there any change to note.

MESOPATAMIA.,

In the early morning of February l4th our troops west of
the Hai Cenal again attacked the enemy positions in ?he Dehra
bend ﬁf the Tigris. The Turkish trenches wefe stormed on a
front of 700 yards, whlch was soon extended by bombing to
1,000 yards. Later ln the day we suecceeded, by further agsaults,
in elearing this bend of the river of all the enemy forces
axcept.a few detachmentse Opéerations were continued during
the night, and by day-break we had driven the enemy entlrely
from the ri ht bank. 2,005 prianﬁars, 5 machine guns, 25,000
rifles ard helf-a-million rounds of S.A.A. were left in our hands,

On the same day our left flank was sdvanced as far weste
wards os the south-western corner cf.thﬂﬂShumrén_beHd of the
river, and the country in this direction hés‘éinue been reported
clear of the enemy for s distaﬁﬂe‘nf 17 miles, -

The clearancé of the Turks from the Dahra bend of the
Tigris appears to have been briiliantly carried out by our
troops; and General Maude specially commends the performance
of the artillery. Its accurate fire sank many of the pontoons
in which the Turks were trying to re-cross the river, and so
mgda'thair egcape extremely dalfficult and disagreeable. Besldes
the large amount of materlal we took for ourselves, the Turks
are knowﬁ to hsave deﬁtruyed g quantlty of stores and to have

.thrown into the river many machine guns of which also = éﬂﬁﬁ
_rmqnyiwera destroyved by our ﬁﬂﬁhardmgntf Ouar left flank on the

- Shumpean bend is now unuppmsadtlbut the cutting of the river .

'bunds! mentioned in last week's letter, has impeded cavelry

operations to westward. Heavy railn has alse fallen,
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TAST AFRLCA,

There has been no change in the peneral Situation 1r the
ragtern ares sgsince 7th Februery, The maln German force remsing
in the district between UTEMBE LAKE and VMADABA, with posts
ot MPANGANYA, UNGWARA, NYANGUWE and NYANDOTE.

Heavy rains are imminent.

In the Festern srca, the enenmy under Kraut's cormand ere
evidently short of Supplies. After the ebortive attemnt o
merch south to the Portuguese border, they moved north about
Fabruary-éth (toviards MAHENGE) but on February 1lfih were
reported as having once more turned south towards GUMEILRD,
whence 5 companies moveéd West towurds Milow Staetion, the
remainder erossing the VIEDHAFEN - SSONCFA road pursued by
colonel Hewthorne's column. A detachment of Colonel Murray ' s
column from LUPIMSE is moving in the Aireetion of MILOIT.

The Corman force in this aree 1s sorely depleted by

ccsunlties and deserters, and can searcely muster 360 rifles.
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TRANSPeRT DIFFICULTITS IN GERMANY ANT' AUSTRIA-HUNGARY.

Information recently obtained shows that the transport
gsituation In Germeny and Austrle 1s becomlng one of incressew
ing difficulty owing to the drostle "combing-put" of men
from indurtries and to the c¢ffeet of our blocksade,

A Germen Army Order dated the 21st January, steted thet
all leasve from the front was to bhe SHSpandeﬁﬁ, and civillan
traffic in Germany restricted from the 23rd January to the
19th Februery incluslive in order tec ensble néceasary war
materizl to he trangported.

According to publighed statlsties, the present
monthly output of railway material is only 70% of the
smount re¢quired for malntenance, excluding the inercased
eree of rallways taken over in the occupled terfitories.

A larpe number of passenger treins has been cancelled
in the lest three months. *It 1s reported that in BADEN
they heve been reduced to two a day in each dlrectlon.

The congestion in BERLIN has been reported as épeuially
serious., Beoth the wheat and fuel ghortage in MUNIEH

heve been ascribed to lack of raillway transport facillitles.,
Pues for 1,800 unloaded trucks per day were belng peld

in Saxony in Januery, and 1t wasg steted in the Press thet
the shortage of coal and coke in BERLIN In January was Aue
to the overcrowding of rallway statlons with rolling stock,

We hear from quilte 1nﬁepﬂnﬁent’sﬂurues that both gooda

% G.H.,Q, offers consolation to the men whose leave has
been stopped. "I beg you to make them understend thet
it 18 of the highest Importance that leave should be
sacrificed in order that our armement may be completed."

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT002712



Page 551.

traffic and troop movecments are hindered and held up by
the lack of grease and lubricating oll for the rolling stock,
Tt 1s Xnown that the CGerman Government have recently
informed the Swiss Government that they camnot deliver the
stipulated monthly amount of ecoal to Switzerland owing tQ &
ahortege of locomotives and. trucks. Fvery effort ls being made
to confine goods traffle to canals and to restrict rallweays
ce far as possible tno mllitary traffic. |
Tn AUSTRIA it is & wvery open secret that passenger trafflc
has been reduced by 50% and thet tramway services, slectric
light Installations and many other Industries have heeﬁ
very seriously affected. It 1s the samc story: no mmediate
luok of coel, but no means available inﬁgving it. The
vienna Press ruefully reported that in Jonuary 1917, more cars
onn the ¢lecetric tremrays became unflt for service per day
+than eould be rcpaired. Nor will the situction be cased by the
foot thet he vy texos on gobds, freights and passanger tickets
have becn recently imposed on all Austrian rallways. .

GFRMAN RIGULATIONS IN CHOWNECTION VITd RIOTS, The followling

cre two cxtracts from Gerrison fSrders of the Xth Army Corps
District, issucd tH &all raﬁkapﬁrfiving horme an leave:--

(2) "It is pointed out tc members of gther Army Corps
thet in the Xth Army Corps District @ more stringent
state of war has been proclaimed.

Then purchasing provisions etc., if the pollce

sre regulsting traffic, N.C.0s—end men will conform
to the repulstions of the Authoritiecs In exectly
the came manrer as civillans, and will take thelir
turn sccardirng to their errival. Should such

gatherings develop into ricts, N,C.08 and men are

b
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forbldden to take part 1in them, or even to remain
in the vicinity. In these circumstances they willl

1mmedaletcly leave the neighbourhood in which such

gatherings are taking place "

(h) "Tpaops are farbidacn_ta join in getherings
which collect in front of provigion shops
(expecially thise gealing in butter and fat) end
develop 1nto riotdus crowds, nor are they cven
permitted to remain in the vieilnity of such

patherings."

k|

TURKEY o

Palaat ey, the new Grand Vizler, has published notlces o
.the cffect that, owing to the shortage of labour; prisoners from
the varlous prisons throughout Turkey will be released. Anyone
requiring lakour must epply to the Central Prilson at Stamboul,

and men will be supplied from the prisons as nccessary.
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DISTRIBUTION CF ENEMY FORCES IN
SOUTHERN SYRTIA.
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DISTRIBUTION Q(F L.NEMY FORCES IN SOUTHIERN SYRTIA,

Loacelity.

DU HARFIRA, {

AT IRGEIG.

BIR SARA.. g
Uy FARRATH,

(A Tihe,
T, FL SHER

J_AMA area.

“1, EL KESIH{l 16/3

DRI

TEL L NEJIEJ

AXADA

Fase Triops.

ZI'ITA ,
RANLEH,

JUNMCTION
ET};TIﬁNi

J. RUSALII%,.

7Date, Source
13/3 |RFC.
I
| 7/3. |RFC.
16/3.]
|
16/3 RFC.
.16/3 | RFC.,
16/3 |RFC.
REFC
” 6/3 !RFC.
16/3 |RFC.
«13/3, { RFC
20/2.|Agent.
H 6/3 |RFC.
R/3 |RFC.
8/3 {RFC.
17/2 |Deser
ter.
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Tents
& Nates.
Shelters.
o i v 3 e CC

150 . 3 lines trenches & inner circle
cavering road eressing Wadi SHFRIA
from S. & ¥V,

15 -
180 Semi-cirele defences from SHIRIA
rallwvay te AUJA reillway.
BO Includes hospltal.
200 Also hospital,
400=450 . Also hqrﬂpitﬂl »
20 4 -

200, Circular pcsition HURAR NIAB-EL
JINNI-KH, ZUHEILIKAH. 26 lengthsg
>f trench; work being continued.

29,

53

-~ 75 men.,

5'3 .
15Q -= | German aerodrqme, als® hospltal,
41 -=- | Alsp hospltal.

12th Depot Regt. and some

Camel Corps.
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'EISTRIBUTTGN OF »NEMY FORCES TN SOUTHERN SYRIA,

The enemy's forces as far as we know are composed

s follows.,

S— — e e B e el T B e

Loc Hlit? »

GAZA . 2 bns, 80th or 8lst Regt: b guns, o s A Deserter.

5 machine guns, 2 A.A.

JEMAMA ., 2v4 Diviesion (12 bns) conocen- 14/3, Very reli-

t. ~ting hers., able egent.

TEL EL
SHERTA .

G.H.Q. 16th Division here. 4/3q Same agent .
It mey fairly be assumed cthet

two regiments (6 bns) at

least of this. division are 1n

this aresa.

BIR SABA, 6 - 8 infentry battalions. 0/3.
125th Ragt. of 16th Div.

prewlously logdted here.

R.F.C. reconnaissance 13/3/17

gave impression that there were

fully 4000 men here without

taking houses into account.,

Mumber has now matbterlally

decreased. _

G.H.Q. "Expedicionary Force"

appears still t» be at BIR SABA.

Agent .

g T T e e P sl vl PR W W AL T

P T e e

GENERAL RESULT,

Fnemy's strength in front would therefore seem to he 1=~

3rd Division =~ B8000-9000 rifles.
16th mrvisidn - 6000-7000 "
Tlements of 27th Division - 2

5 Cavalry Regts. - 1500~1300 sabres.
Camel Corps = 2?2500 riiles.
Fngineer Bn. - 2500 ¥

Turkish Artillery - 25 - 30 guns.
Austr~-German Artlllery

and Technizal Contingents - 8 -~ 12 Austrian 10,5 ©c.m,
Mountain Guns.
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- e e -

6 German Heavy Guns,
(4 lﬁ-ﬂ-ml, 2 IO.E—G-m-J

14 - 18 AJA. GunE-

6 seroplanes.

APPROXIMATE TOTAL.
o 19,000 rifles,
1500 -~ 1800 sabres.,
40 ~ BO guns exclusive of A,A.

/
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GENERAL IﬂéﬂQUﬁRTEES .

EGYPTIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE.

RISUIE CF OPERATIONS OF THE 5TH WING R.F.C.
9/3/17 - 15/3/17,
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ESSUFT OF OPERATIONS OF THE 5TH "ING, R.F.C., 9/3/17 - 15/3/17.

T & werk for the week has been congiderably hamperec
by weather condltlons, raln and sandstorms with strong
westerly winds prevailing nesrly every dav.

The enemy's new positicn at BEFRSHFBA and North of
HAREIRA were reccomnoltred on the 13th; a few sgpect photos
were taken but ocwing to the clouds did not reveal much.

successful affensive action against JUNCTION ST2ATION
was carried out on two occaslons, fulling gtock and line
being damaged.

Hostlle aircraft have been very.active during the wveeck
reéonnﬂitring >ur cemps cn five occasions but owing t2
strong westerly winds were able to return without being

engaged .

Tacticel recunnaissanﬂp carried out dnilyfrepmrteﬂ Nla
moevement both morning and evening, except on the 1lth. & 12th
when 1t wag only done in thie morning.

Tic folloning is & brief analysig of recannalssance

and offensive vork for the week :--

2/3/1% . | Strategicel reccnnalgsance reported in GAZA #icinity

30 tents and shﬂlters,-axcluﬁing the hpspital,'eunﬁidermb%g
myvement seen on the GAZA ~ SENFID and GAZ% - BURFIR roeds.
West cf TEL EL HﬁJIﬂEH'tﬁH’dém@s'weqéfestimﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁat from
2)0-350 tents and shelters.” THe trench 'systémiwest of '
HAREIRA canaiats'af.three'linesfﬁft£ﬁeﬁéﬂﬁﬁ“ﬁﬁﬂht three-~
quarters of a'mile“aparﬁicraésiné3tﬁ€jéﬁfﬁ7ﬁmﬁdﬁst right
angles, There lg‘an immer circls pratecting 4hé roag
crossing over the WADI SHARIA from south an? west.

* Yffensive. JUNCTION STATION “was "b3fbed BFO81x machiaca,

Direct hits wero obtained ﬁﬁ*liﬁé*%ﬁﬁ"hu{faiﬁgé’nlﬂ: very
¢Yosé t8 *the bridge sver the wadl. cd €08

PalET ¢ . oy :
- . . _ a4 —

T, e o m—
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1 A 8 B Strateplcal reconnelssance Wwas greatly hamperecd by

L

very strong westerly winds with reinstorms. The GAZA-NEJILFH
reconnelssance was only partidlly earried out owing to hesvy
rainstorms over that area. The AUJTA=-BEERSHEBA reconnalssance
was abandoned owing to the weether, In the morning a succegse
ful recmnnaiﬁsanﬁu of the coast wmas meae .
llf%{l?. At the eccncluslon of the morning reconnalssance the
pilot, notlcing the threatening condition of the weather,
took the opportunity of reconnoltring GAZA whilst in that
area, The reconnalssance was carried out at a height of 800
feets A dcclded increase was observed there belng from 40~59
tents and 120 3h¢ltérs, also a transport camp of 186 vehlcles
and about 20 tents. Considerable movement of men was secn
th and about the town. Machine eame under very heavy fire
rifle and mechire gun flre, Further reconnaissance impossible
owing to weather conditlons.
lz;géli, The tactiéal reconnalssance co-operating with a patrol
reported no mﬂveﬁani exeept at WELI SHEIKH NURAN where a
patrol of 3 Turkish cavelry was seen. An attempt was made

in the afternocn to reconnoitre GAZA but had toc be abendcned

owing to rainstorms.

13/3/17. Strategical'recmnnaigsaqge of BEFRSHEBA ~ AUJA

reported AUJA completely evacuated. The raillway line has not
been remcved, bridges are Intact. At ASLUJ no tents cr ghele~
g terg or sign of military oeccupetion, movement of ¢ivil populaw
| tion seen.  One train ﬁtanding in the statlion consisting of an
.englne and slx closed and five large flat trucks facing in
_the direction of AUJA, the engine uncoupled and procecdlng to
shunt two trucks on the siding.
BFFRSHEBA. The trench system consists of a practically
continuous semi~circular line stratcﬁing from Pt, 210 on the

ATERSHEBA = SHARIA line, through Pt, 960 thence through Pt.
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Ehﬁltﬂ?ﬂmiﬂJviﬁinit?;ﬂfﬁtrﬁnﬂhﬂﬁ. About 2 mliles 8.,7. nf
town en the west of the KHATASA 1noed is a camp ef 5 square ,
9 elrcular tents and two huts. (Pﬂssiblj Headquarters ). The
tents ete., In and closc to the town were not amunteﬁ owing
to thick eloud bank, Anti-azireraft fire accurate; not morc
than tve guns. Consldersable movement in the vielinity. 250

i

cavalry end about 1070 men seen.

GAZA . Reconriaissance reported Hospltal N.,F., of town

ag prevliously reported., About 40-50 tents and shelters near
defences S« of town. ©Cnly small movemcnt on roads in the

GAZA sre. The new system of trenches wag reconnolitred by
two mechines; in places dbservation was difficult cwing to the
clouds. The following appears to be %ﬁe nevr defﬁnce line !~-

- Cermencing at HAREIRA e line of trenches runs parallel :.'
with the BEERSHEBA roesd as far as the junction of road ang
reilwey line. N.V, of HAREIRA are three lines of trenches
sltuated on the ridges guerding the recad from GAZA, There 1s
an lnner circle where rozd crosses the WADT SHARTA, There S
240 tents and shelters 1n this area, N.FE. uf thls system but
apparcntly nct at present jolning it, is an irregilar semi~
circle of trenchﬂs ruming from KCFKHAR thraugh AKRA to TEL *
EL HESI, Theae trenches appesar to be nld cr else they have
been well na§cealed. Tn the AKRA area .there 1s a ceamp cf
about 400 tents and shelters and a largé hﬂSpitﬁl.

Other camps in tha'%iéinity ATE e

UMM EL BAER - 70 tentﬂ ana ahﬁlterﬂ.
"EJILEH - 20 tents and shelters, ﬂui %
- .12 sheg, alsed 1 large white A N
. bujld‘i > ? .3 i b | |
TEL EL SHARIA o 200 tEﬂuE and shelters anﬂ. |
bhospital, \» A

)

Rolling stock was scen at both SHARTA and NIJILEH atrtinﬁﬂ.
CFFENGTVE  JUNCTION STATION was sttaclred by four

W EE— — o —

,mﬂchines. Direct hits obtained osn a truck, buildings and line,
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Hostlle girnrnﬁt;wara'very-actime this day. dne meehiine
thought to be a "HAIBFERSTADT" ascended from RAMLEH to sttt olr
cur machines. It followed them to GAZA where 1t was enfFeged
oy three of the four. About 19 drums were fired in all
and the hostlle machine then turned in the dlrection of
BEFERSHEBA. The escort of the BIFRSHEBA reconnalgsance
observed three hostlle machines above him. One tried to
draw him off so as to get the reconnaissance machine glone ,
A few rounds were fired by both silges wiihuut any deciglve
result, '

Another machine was encountered by the escort of the

GAZA reconnalssance but after firing two drums he was lost

in the clouds.

14/3/17 . Thls day GAZA was visited. A large increasé In tentage
was obs rved, vliz:~ 310 tents and shelters. Tho large mare
-quees at the hospltal hsd been removed. A large number of
-transport wagons were seen. In the afternoon the machine
standing by at SHEIKHE Z3VAID went out, 1ln spite of very
strung'winﬁ,.tn‘lﬂﬂﬁ for a body of enemy cavalry which had
been reported in the vicinity of ABASAN EI, KFBIR, After
searching the neighbouring country for nearly 1% hours and
finding nothing, it reﬁufnad to SHEIKH ?ﬁﬂAID{&

Further reconnalssance was sbendoned nwing to extremoe-

ly bed weather cnnﬁitimns.

Bt

Eb : Weather conditions agaln prevented programme ﬁfﬁ%“ﬁ

“work belng: earried out. The tactical racnnnaissﬂﬁce wmntlh

. =

b, ' out both morning and evaning.

W g S T ey mm e

-"\\

F‘i“}

”f
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1¢ NACEDONIAN FRONT - WEFKLY SUMMARY.

GREECE ,

Rayalist army count ef men and rifles intn MOREA still
eontinues.

STRUMA SECTOR.

On March 17th enemy bombarded several wvillages in our
lines. On night of 15/16th cne battalion ~f Turk 144th Reot.
was relieved by one battalion 38th Bulgarian Regt.

(G.H.Q. Fotes A later repcrt states that this Regt. (4€th

Division) 1s being mived to CONSTANTINOPLE, This is probable,
and consl:went with reports from cther sources. It may be
intended to» send it to MESOPOTAMIA).:

BELES SECTUR.

On March 15th, 24 Bulgarians of 5th Macedonian Regt.
were captured in a successful rald on POROITA STATI (?2).
Cn Merch 16th, 1 officer and 15 other ranks of 3rd Macedonian
Regt. were captured in a further successful rald on BREST,

VARDAR - DOIRAN SECTOR,

On March 12th osur aercplanes ralded eneémy aerodromes at
HUDOVA obtaining direct hits on sheds and 2 machines, also
om a moving traine. On March 17th a: violent artillery:

demconstration was-made by the, enemy on the: whole of this: -

SGCLOT y i t paor sdow bhos (d3BSL sl Incdnyuoiucty ylldead
VESTERN; BECTAR s idast s <evo anllzmstda nrlocom gniwollo?
-h-_-in-‘_-l-ll-—i-h——h——ll- - L = # .

In the epurse-cioperations bhetweens LAE! PRESPAJ ando
OCHRIDA, the Freneh toak:d5:Germaniprilshierslhedsagiig to
12th Jaeg: 8 and 221lst:Mounteiniiathing GnaAidetachmeritgtals)

a few prisoners 23rd Austrian Landaturm, ssuth of VESIBvREAUM

s-uth 5f L.KE PRESPA. In the course ¢f 3 days' fightingd

P e ———— O B e R R 1.-...:"".:‘
A W LY

LT

i ¥ |
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Page 564,
from 14th to 17th March west and north west of MONASTIR, the
French have taken enemy's first line of trenches near MAGARLV)
also 2,000 yards of trenches and village of SHEGTVG on the
southern slopes of H1ll 1248 and now the hill itself. Up to
the present total prisoners captured number 1500.

The enemy shelled MONASTIR town with gas shells csausing
60 casualties among civil population.
2, TIGRIS FRONT,  SUMMARY OF PAST WIEK.

; On the night of 13/14th a column was despatched from
BAGHDAD to deal with the Turkish fﬂrcé entféﬁchaﬁ astride the
rallway, 20 miles to the nﬂrth.‘ On the 1l4th our troops s
resclutely carried successive positions extending over a derth
of several mileg and captured the final position at midnight
14/15th, ejecting the Turks from MUSHAIDIE Railway Station

(on TIGRIS some 20 miles N. of BAGHDAD) at the point of the
bayonet. The enemy sustained heavy loss and left 56 prismnafé
in our hands. A steamer containing & quantity of rifles and
ammnltion was also eaptured. The defeated Turka.retreatad
hagtily throughout the 15th, and were seen by aeroplenes the
followlng morning straggling over a depth of 2) miles, their
rear being 26 miles north of the scene of battle,

ot We oceupled BAQHPAH on the ‘13th, expelling a Turkish
detechmentsi (BAQU. BAH 18 40/mileés’ from BAGHDAD up the DIAIA

river)s’ o

ﬂ[ﬁ Ay tager €1 Swciibas TN
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EXTRACTS FROM SUMMARY OF INFORMATION, 11/3/17 - 19/3/17.
TURKEY

CAUCASUS FRONT. y

=y |

Nothing salient.
MES) POTAMIA & S.W, PERSIA.

The evacuation of S.%W. PERSIA appears to be proceeding
rapldly. The wanguard of the XIIIth A.C, 1is reported to
have reached the PAITAK PASS, on the borders of Turkey and
Persla, en the evening of March 12th, . The A.C, (probably
only the H.Q. and venguard) had reached KASR-I-SHIRIN by the
16th March end it was apparently Intended to concentrate the
Army Corps in this region. |

A report from MESIPOTAMIA suggests that the Tigris Force
has been reduced to & Nivisions, the l4th, blst and 52nd -
the 4th and 45th Divisimné having sapparently ﬂisappaared or
heving been absorbed. S

Reports indlcate that the moral of the 13th Army Corps
has completely broken down, a _;*gpgjlt.: ﬁnirm miﬁl":t' r?&ﬂ,ﬂﬂﬁh}ﬁ be
expected to follow after its recent experiences. ;;;”r

+The ;Euphratee Fonce 1s §lgo ratreating end reports indi-
.egte that it 1s at or .near F‘EIQI;L;EA,.r nﬂarlx_EOO rilea upatream

from- SAYAVA, $he pasition which 4t hald previous to the KUT

Qpﬁratiﬂnﬂ'“ [ ood fdlw xeddencd oveds won a8) (.ednesl AFa0r1

A report from a trustworthy agent showg that tq§1ﬁ§#ﬂt
regiment of the. 53rd Diylsion, (prohably the 161st Regiment )
is baiﬁg gent, perhaps from DAMASCUS where 1ib 1s rapufteﬁ by
an asgent to have srrived at an unspecified date early in the

year, to reinforce the VIth Turkish Army.
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g, Palestine Front, etc.

Deserters have again reported that the enemy intends %o
withdrew Ne of the GAZA = TEL EL SHIZRIA - BIR SABA line and
nes bheen evacuating large quantlties of stores etc., by rall
at nighti Movements of stores by motor lorry from BIR SABA
to KHALIL (HEBRON) and TEL EL SHERIA have also been observed
by R.F.Cos rec-nnelssances. During the last few days atmosperhic
econditisons have been more favourable to observatlcn and some
2390 ternts and shelters have been reperted in the area GAZA =
JEMAMA - TEL EL SHERIA - HAREIRA = BIR SABA,

Tt would herdly be safe to Infer that the enemy proposed
+5 effect an immediate withdrawal from hlis present positlons.
He has grest quantitles of valuable stores to remove and he 1s
short ef transport, but the balance of evidence now points to
his intention to attempt to hcld his present intermediste
nositlion while he gets his heavy stores back up the rallway.

He has constructed trenchea with a perimeter of over R mlleg W,
and S. of BIR SﬂBAland may 8lso irntend to hold this position,

The 3rd Divislon has been brought up to a strength of 12
bhattalions and now eppears to include the 1%8th Regiment which
seema te have &bsnﬁbad and teken the plsce of the 160th

’ : Regimﬂnt.' This Diviéicn appaara'tﬁ be now concentrating about
.:rmmm. The “TELH Divisish Hes its H.Q. at“TEL ‘EL SHFRIA and

!Li
1."'. =

seems “£5%e now ﬁﬁiéfﬁgJiﬁs’TEﬂTFﬂ SHERTA ‘< ‘BIREABA 'front
with the Auéﬁrn-ﬁeﬁéﬂﬁ.artfiibﬁ# eontingest, ' ‘A désdrter’s
stg£ﬂméht'éstﬁﬁlfﬁﬁéﬂ’ﬁﬁat Tine YHELE “DIvIETont (47EH, “43th “and

125th Regts.) 1s now thg¢re together with the 16th Art {1165y

*rug f - el P ok Tals B T =a"h 2 !-lu_"tffq_'p'f !’ L £ 'f.h b iy "-1"::'_ fffl:'q_:h.-] L
-.."-i d_t 11 -'..}ih} s WL LS J-[ ¢ §o L2 = URE RS » X f‘
Hegimﬂnt.

[ drromlaen ﬁ‘i"-',g:flg *.‘J% ‘-‘.’é" oo _"‘!‘_ petalvid Lala edit ] ) DAL
v badaoqer al ¢l evedw SUISAMAT movl pgacdisg (Jroe grle 1
sifd !l vixns adep Bbollivoqgary nas J8 hoviaageg avnll ¢ .j'_'_r:-'!-;u 16

1 'I'|"'-:I'.l|-"_|'I i -1:‘- X ""..i- '-.',. & [] oy e
o YIMIA ABINTUrL fAJLN irld a0cintey of « TBOY
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The Hdrd4 Divisisn need n2t be expected at present on
this front. Two of its regiments have been divertied to
HEJAZ, and enother 10 MESOPOTANIA.

Na further information as to reinforcements coming from
the Narth hss been recelved.

The dec  ruction »f the Jordesn Bridge, probably that et
FL GHORANIEH niear JERICHO, by which the motor road o AMMAN
orssses the river, is known to have occw red reeently. It 1s
nat known how or by whom it was destroyed.

FURDPE & W. ANATCLIA.

There arc indications that the ststements made by
doserters from the 46th Division that this unit was to be
relieved by Bulgar troops and sent to CONSTANTINOPLE may
pe well founded.

mrurkish deserters from MITILENL show the 56th Division
to be compnsed of the 172nd, 175rd and snother regiment,
mhe 172nd Regiment was ot ALVALL on February 27th. The

Divisional H.Q. were then at MENEM=EN and the H.Q. of the XVIIth

J.&i-. -I" ] E.'tr SMNA »

e MR, i
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS,

EGYPTIAN EXPLEDiTIOCNARY FORCE.
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o 1. WRSTERN DESERT,

[/ 2. ARABIA.
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1, VESTERN 1 ESERT.

SAYED AHMED wohuld appear to have been deserted bty must
af his Bedouin following who are malting their way to their
homes in CYRENAICA, It is doubtful whether he has actually
gone to JALJ, but he apparently does not consider JAGEBUB a
safe haven owing to 1ts accessibility by cars.

gome refugees have come In from JTAGHRUB and they report
that about 25% of AIMED'S fullowing are sick, and that thoar

VETY
morale 1is/bad.
The nwrber of Muhafzia rsporied Aas being with him was

about 200 but in view of the frsguent dssortlions which are

knoywn to have taken placz this number seams very much t00 high,

2~ ARABLER,

An sgc t from MEDINA repsrts that a large propobtlon uf
the troops have haén withdrawn from MFDINA and that the cut-
rpsts scuth and south-west éf the town cre being graduaslly
drawn in. BIR DERWISH i1s still held. The Arabs have achleved
s number of small successes in thls erea,

The Military in MFDINA are reported to have commandeercd
all private stores and the pezple are very bitter sgalnst the
Turks. "

A Turkish tiplane is repsrted t< have fallen and becn
Lﬁﬁ destrayed a few weeks ago.
i .
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PRCBABLE DISTRIBUTION OF ENEMY FORCES IN S, SYRIA.
| Page S574.

Y Apprcximate TOL&l.

o Tents & | - _ ) X
+ e G - - .

ABU IRGEIG. 16. 22/3. {Small Post. Prcbably fcund from
Nt : | HAREIRA or SABA. q.v.
ZRA = 5 . 121/3. $3rda (Inf.) Divislicn. | System of trenches and
/ e e il Fe / EIEEé'EEhd, 138th Regts -~ 12 bng. redoubts ferming a broken
ZEIDAN 3rda F.A. Regt. -~ 7?2 bns. circle round thls triangle
] 1 Sqd. 3rd Cavalry Regiment. 800C = 6 75-mm area. 4 gun emplacements
)3 M.G. Coys, 18 guns. 9C0C., 100 8 Mtn. | 1 m. N. of ZEIDAN. On 21/3
work wag being extended
from trenches S, of HUJ
towards HAREIRA system.
Hospital 1 m. S.E. of AKRA.
QAT I o B3 2rd (Cav.) Diviesion. G.H.Q. "Fxpeditionary
B J - £ Eth,(Vth, Sth Cavalry nortis. Force".

? 125th (Inf.) Regt. = & bns.
1 .G. Yoy, 6 gunse.

2 Coys, Fngineers.

Few Camel CcTrpsS.

11l. Cuns seid to be 2 Fleld,
20.0 15C0. §2 A, A.| 9 Mountain,

Farthi ork barricade across
RAFA ro~3 level with frent
S lire trenchies. Hospiteal

CABRD 2100 e A.A. 18 tents.,

GAZA, 240. | 23/3.] 8Cth cr &lst Repgt. 2-3 Lrs.
1 M.G., Coy 6 gung .
?1 Sqd. Cavalry.
Tew Ccmel COrps.

T R esE e e epwees
et e M S M - ——— T~ . . -

| | &
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JUNCTION STN.

! JTRUSALEM.

LUDD.
RAVLEH «

TEL EL NEJILE.
TEL EL SHERIA.
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Page 575,
¥—-ﬂ_m&——-ﬂ'ﬂﬂ'd¢?’—‘ Wm—m—-——{ P T B s, S ——— . . i . g " SO T T
i R.F.Cs “ _*_ﬂ'_i_r;c ur&n:_u__ia"
ats & Units. } otes.
‘ gﬁéltera. Date. E Kifles. !Sabres.i Guns.
d - ;;:‘ ._.I
16th (Inf.) D ?lSian (n 23/3 trerches of
I7:ih anc ABtBEHegts, = 6 bas S. sector extended E.
16th ¥.A. Rgt - d bns 16 £'irg. te within 100 yds. cf
2 Turxzish M.G. Coys = 12 gus B 75--mulrailivaye.
1. erc. 27%h CGavalry Regt. E g Mta, {Oesaaville line runs
E‘:Ct: Gavman B4 L e 6 guns . § ‘4 150rgal fecm here to SHYRIA.
2 Coys, Engineers. i 475C., 100 . 2 10Enan
4 | Inclvding a hospltal, |
ke ore {Prooauly Ladour Corps
elemantes.
12+h Devat Regt. %4 bus. 2400. - - | Deserter 17/2£ Presence .
i ; i or nents. ¢f this wilt bas fre-
Uamel s ﬁle . | quently been ccniirmed
frcm other sources.
3 g . (part - - - | Pregible arrival indice-
1 i : éuré'nir“Sicr P ) ted from a scurce reoar-
ded as quite rell able.
o L/S - - A.A. {German asrodrcme, Hespltal.
120 . YD i
25. 22 /384
3 ®
208, 22/3. See HAREIRA. - ? 10 AA}
(“‘I'AL FIGHTI}’G |
§ f | oA
::::::::t:%z:::=:==4 -------------------- : ® Toct Artiilary.
l Non-Combatant elements are | |
] | not included in this !

—
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¢ "NFRAL NOTES.

2 Unlocated units: = 8 - 12 Austrian mm Mountain Guns.
(Possibly GAZA and SABA).

2% It is -pussible that the 23rd Division may now be in
S. SYRIA. It was at ALEPPO on 28/1/17 end was three times
reported in February as having left there and being on its
way south. It 1s possible it may be relieving the 3rg
Division, which owing to 1ts bad morael, may he withdrawn.
S 53rd Dlvision consists of 16lst, 1l62nd and 183rd Regts.
The two latter are 2 battalion regiments. The 16lst
pessibly has 3 battallons; on 16/3/17 it was under orders
for MESOPOTAMIA. 163rd Regiment was igentified 23/2/17
at MEDAIN SALEH (Arabila)., The 162nd was reported about

the same date as having left DAMASCUS for Arabia.

el e R e Rl el Ll

i~ . %
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RESUME OF OPFRATIONS OF THE 5th
WING, R.F.C. 16/3/17 - 22/3/17.
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RESUME OF OPERATIONS OF THE 5th WING, R.F.C. 16/3/i7 - 22/3/17.

During the past week tre Royal Flying Corps has watched
the development of the situation and the gistribution of the
enemyls camps between BEERSHEBA on his left and GAZA on his ri/ht,

No important change in his dlispositions has been observed.
A l1line of defences has now been drawn round the camps 1In the ares
situated South of the WADI EL HESI and west of HUJ. These
defences 40 not as yet appear to be of a very formldable nature.
They extend from a point North sf ZEIDAN westwards to the
neighbourhood of AKRA (Ref, Palestine 1/168,960), thence in &
South~westerly direction over the uplands almost as far as the
North-easterly extension of the system of defences guafding the
apnroaaches to the ﬁﬂﬁI EL SHARTA at 1its junction with the
REERSHEBA Road (the ABU HAREIRA grouﬁ). North of the WADI SHERIA
this group consists of three lines composed of shori isolated
trenches stretching dilagenally across the GAZA-BEERSHEBA road,
the maln trend being from S.VW. to N.E., with an inner clrcle and
redsubt defending the ¢ rossing »>f the Wadi, South of the vadil the
group extends In a S.uth-eastsrly direction for a distance of

abs3ut 4000 yards and thence crosses the road and runs rastwards

as far as the SHERIA-BEFRSHEBA railwaey ‘line, The South Eastern
sector was only begun in the course of 'the week and by 'the ‘ena
of the perisd had been frrmed Into'a practically 'eontinuous <
1ine,’ Emplacements fsr LHirEy 'six gudd have bYeen ‘reported In the

<. ABU" HARTTHA “grs\ip but n'y guné Héve ‘béen geen, 0t 0 o4 ol Fmugd
Cwd e’ BITRSHEBA Cldeflenédd’ dare nd “feprrted last’ weeky The: “defences
5§ GAZA haveé been ‘e xtehded wdebiard 468 a8 €8 ‘e srer Eround Havveen
the TEN 'BL UEMMIT@NQ RAFA ¥5ads el wostudrds' 5 e 1atder msaq
and Paing o the W 51 Dhe ¥4 SV 3"-:1: ~;‘-:-‘Jr W Fellow rovicven

Fxespt T BEBRSHERA SHE canps Havd parled 11t #1e; 4t GAZA

— | # o ] A imlidaTa Ld= o = Y b iy " f h (S Y & o & . e
e Vb !rl]-?.,:l..: 1.1 B HOIBE ®ild Sl RET L N2 B laNnaosapag
El
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a 1ittle more than 200 shelters have been usually seen, in the

ARKRA-HUJ group, which is very difflcult to count oving, to the

braken nature of the ground, there are sbout 950 tents & ghelters,

end in the HAREIRA group nearly 300 North and South of the Tadl.
BEERSHEBA showed 235 tents on the 16th. On the 19th there

were 500 tents and shelters, judged to be mostly military (and

not labour corps) from thelr disposition In the neighbourhood

of the defences. The defences to the North of the WADL SABA are

oceupled, those to the South do not appear 1o be so. Horse lines

for 500 horses were seen at BEERSHEBA sn the 19th.

DHAHERIEH was twice reconnoitred during the week. 30 tents
were seen there and two camps (apparently of workmen employed cn
the road) between it and HUBRON. No enemy troops were seen ln
the whole country between DHAHERIEH and ABU IRGEIG.

HASSANA and NEKHL were reconnoltred on the 18th and found clear.
puring the week bomb attacks (analysed below) have been made
on the enemy's aerodrcme at RAMLEH and cn the rallway line N, and
a. of the VADI EL HESI, and patrols and transport have been
attacked with rachine gunse. On the 19th in the course of an
attack on the railway one machine was forced to descend owlng
t» engine failure clise to the objective; enemy troops were
approaching and the pilot set fire to/ his machine belng badly
burnt in the pr:cess.. The pilot: of another machine carrying &
pagsenger immediately landed near him, .although there were two
. 100=1b. bombs -on the burning-aercplane.: The passenger, of the
. pescuing machine held off the approaching enemy;with his
revoylver whilat tﬁéFgglat was -ranniag %9 them and the mashinue
wag gat -off (unden heavy fire) ocarvying a pilot and 4wo .

pessengers and reached the aerodrome.ln safely.

.
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On the 20th & similar—accldent. occurred Lo another pllcot under
gamilar clrsuagiances« Heal;qL?“ the situation and observing
that enemy cave ry Were &approc un¢ng a pilot flying a single seater
moachine, slthough alrsady severely wounded, landed near the sitran-~
ded aeroplanc. An attemps at rescue was made in the single seaver
mechine but owing to the pilot's wounds thnls resulted in its belng
wrecked and it was at onze burnt by the pllect who then made hils
way to the stranded-n 2cailnhe and, under heavy fire, the two pilcts
succesded in starting tip the engine, The machine was safely cot

-cff with hogtile troops now within 100 yards distance and & flight
cf two hours safely accomplisghed although the pilot was suffering
sericusly from loss of blood. ‘

Meanwhile two other pilmﬁa observing the occurrence descended
to a low altitude and endeavoured to hold off the advencing enemy
with machine gun fire until their ammuniticn was exhausted when
they continued to dlscrganise the enemy Ly diving repeatedly.

Hostile aircraft have been more active then usual; air
combats are summarlzed below. The appearance of a machine of tue

. Halberstedt ty e in the neighbourhood of our aerodrcme on the 13th

is nctewcrthy.

T F'-lrr
AP AR e o Tt

: ?hntograprs ﬁére taken durlng the week of the rallway from
Lo & mo hagquoIh 89w
TEL EI-SHLHIA to JUNCTION ST&TIDW of the GAZA defences, of the
™ I’__-_r{_! 1 .E.'l *I- =T a8 1ol N3 “ tarr i rr 1"5*'*'-,"' 5=
AKRA HUJ defences, “of the Aﬂﬁ HﬁﬁEIRﬁ ﬁﬁfénﬂéﬂ“ﬁﬁd.bf the road from

s 5837104 atF 3 OF B i o s =4 |
GAZA to BUREIR ana ©0L EL HESI.® In'ai1"843 phétépraphs weve taken
e AI63L08 bae afned SCS  ,ASAD |
and_1470 prints aistributed. s Adfd 4TINGY
o BIOSLorls hite gadnatr 029 rrl“’f.j” ANC o8 8 b
The following 1s a brle aummar}“ﬁfdéﬂ&iy*%ﬁ%nnnaiasance
(1L NTow Hre ay b&nltl IGAW %o o Haot ASA 0 Hivol asd reeaer
and offensive =~ Lot

Lf/3/17., Reconnalssance of BEERSHEBA and raunnnafﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁiand
I‘T‘E".".' SHY %asn Intog A 38 ga:

! curl ¥ -~ . =
shocczraphy of GAZA, ABU HAR!EIhA atia T AXRA arbus’ S n
o (63
ﬂhservatinn of g“eat interest. ﬂnsﬁflb ‘airoraft were dbsgdrved
_ 1o8s8 j - FT 21 IJ S IO I-"‘ 1_1 [YEm VO 5 g

from the aerodrome, One machine &8serded ‘from “he -8srddvome and

two from RAFA. Odne H.A, was followed to beyond BEERSHEBA and

-
L]

T : . L7
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Page 583,

--ﬂ‘-—ﬁ_

one wasg engeged oOver GAZA. After the pilct had expended all his
ermrunltion he ¢ ntinued withi;is revolver untlil he had to abandon
the fight owing 10 lack of sammunition.
lziéilz. rReconnaissance of BEFRSHEBA, DHAIZRIEH, phctographicl
reconnaissance of railway from SHARIA to JUNCTION STATION.
Photography of GAZA. No observations of great interest. Hcstlle
oiropaft reconnoltred as far as RAFA. Owing to superior speed
could not be engaged.
18/3/17 Reconnalssance of HASSANA and NEKHL., No sign of enemy
in the whole country traversed., RAMLEH aserodrome was attecked
by eight machlnes; & total of 1541-1bs of bombs and shells wero
dropped on gerodrome and round hangars. One enemy aeroplane wasg
eﬁgaged bﬁt'want jdown at once. H.A, of Halberstadt type ®peeacc
in nelghbourhood of serodrome whilst the asbove attack
was In progress.
19/3/17. BEERSHEBA 500 tents and shelters, an increase of 155.
;;;;e 1ines for 50D seen South of WADI SABA. HAREIRA 290 tents
and shelters. . TLDAN, AKRA and ZUKHEIL IXA about 1000 tents and
shelters.

nffensive. an attack was carried nut on the railway linﬁ N. of

TEL EL SHARIA, Delay aﬁtiﬂn.bGMhE‘WePE drnpped frum a height of
about 30 feet five explading an thﬂ 11na, thﬂ parmanant wuy being

rI- !.'.1

damagad”ana;1;neahnbﬂ?rvad tﬂ ba diaturtad.

i . Y bl e BIGAU8 o4

20/5/17. GAZA. 203 tenis anﬂ Ehﬂltﬂf?:ul?k e ek
., HAREIRA &tmiua rauannpitrad) 253 tenta anﬂ Bhﬁltars.

{ BN ’'s e

Trencheg South of GAZA road South of WADI linkﬂ& up anﬂ wurk.in

1'-'l'*-l‘II i ;i L_':I-i-- F

i.'| =N &5 .
Pk st

1 DNORTOS B 11 S0 Piivh

AtfaH ariiiig O sonegeaslafse

r thB WRDI
o Att:ﬂc}t IQQ‘LI{EL_’{.]-WB.F LbY4 m.&hirﬁa Et El Pﬂiﬁt’ ne?‘ o Os

I HESL e l& dirghu h;i.ta WBPE ubBﬂWﬂd. e

ey | nahie 1ﬂnL.Df hurﬂe tranﬁpnrt seen
21/ BLEE . 5. GAZA » ; Conside ah.-. mMove _

....... t I oy i IJ_‘____:I:I
A A& i ...--. .S i FEN L0 Ak ()
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Page 584.
on the roads round GAZA, 50 wagons moving out on the North Roead,
and 17 on the BEERSHEBA Rﬂﬁd.

Reconnaissance 1E1BEIT JIBRIN showed no enemy movement cn roads
between that place and GAZA, AKRA~-HUJ area 000 tents & shelters. |
The defences In thls area developing intn a semicircular system,

H.A, reported over RAFA at 9 a.m. It was engaged by escort
of AUJA reconnalssance but afier receiving one drum dlved into

a clnud and was lost touch with.

2 i A BEERSHEBA. No change. 125 men leaving the town

wostwards on the TEL EL FARA road.
GAZA., 230 tents and sheltiers.
KHALADA, A_LUJ, No enemy camps.
Photographis reconnaissance »f HALEIRA Adefences and of
AXKRA ZEIDAN area,
H.A. was reported over RAFA at 10 a.m, and was engaged by
the photographlc recommaissance and chased back to hils aerodrome
at RAILIH,
Rolling stock seen at BEERSHIBA station has generally amounted
to about 30.
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27th March, 1917,
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GENFR:L HEADQUARTLPS,

EGYPTIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE.
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1. MACFDONIAN FRONT - WEEELY SUMMARY.
o MESOPOTAMIA - WEFKLY SUMMARY,
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1., MACEDONIAN FRONT - WEEKLY SUMMARY .

-

GREECE.

Durling the -last week 40 offlicers and 218 men have come
from PIRAEUS to join the National movement.,
VESTERN SFCTOR.

In the course of heavy fighting N.W. of MONASTIR the
Trench have taken and consolidested Hill 1248, and KRKLINA
village, in : pite of heavy Germanic-~Bulgerian counter-attacks.
Total French captures since 11/3/17 reported to be 24 officers
1777 men, 11 mechine guns, and 2 trench mnortars. The
following units being ldentifled:-- German 12th Jaeger, 45th
Reglt., Bulgarian 6th Division, 3rd and 15th Reg's., 8th
Division, 12th, 23rd, 55th, 56th Regts., 9th Division, 5%th
Regt+ Between Leke PRESPA and OCHRIDA 9 prisorers and
Aeserters of Turkieh 177th Regt. Enemy shelled MONASTIR
heevily beth with gas and incendlary shells.

STRUMA SFCTOR,

Artillery and patrol sctivity only. Indleations point to

relief sf 46th Turkish Division by 38thy. 39th and 40th Pulger-
ian IRé‘gtE.'j 10th Diviesion'y® /Bombinguye ids carried out: by R.F,C.
and R.N.A.S. on PORNA and ANGISTA Statfons:, XANPHI, BUk

"LJ*.- 'I o

VARDAR - DOIRA‘H‘*—'F’GTCH

'ri

JOVede o ATIDIOCA
Fnemy ocntinued their bombardment of our 1lnes of 18/3/17

ot ol dpreali fFAR et Waaw Te -1”:?.!-::.5;‘
and 19/3/17 using h.t.h aaphyxiating; ges and lachrymetsry
hotlidot Jnemiosdeh ymens . dAoveM dFCf HAVIITY helquooc

shells, but doing littla damage. Cne of our pilsts, Captain
- RIS g,.t_[i: tf‘lfj}{ﬂj' ansnoalai .zedevngud oadd Qe ¢Lbe et
Marlis Green, br:e t dcwn 3 mﬂchinas > the German Bimbing
e WASCHHAHD .dorws brig J‘:F'IP‘I mseays bns ‘ﬂf!‘f¢ﬁ,j,1ufﬂ Ara

Squ&d]_‘i,n j_n 2 d‘aFEI 5
| ynens Ao DI bowdqeo saw haca UINIHAHN-TAOHDA

ellgape hrs g1snos iyl ,Hhetevees b nwod Hr{.j menl peviab

F s

B at:r Seln

LRl el T R - ol s e
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BELES SECTOR.

successful raid on enemy post near BREST resulted in

capture of 4 prisoners, ord Macedonian Regt.

2, MESOPOTAMIA - WEBKLY SUMMARY.

KHANIKIN LINE, ‘

Prisoners from two battalions 16th and two of 18th Regt.
and from one battalion 37th were captured at SHARABAN on March
©ond. Christian officers, deserters, report 1l5th A.C. He.Q. ANA
6th Division at JEBEL HAMﬁIH. 2nd Dlvision et and east of
RHANIKIN., 600 Turkish cavalry and 1,000 Persian levies were
holding Russlans at PAITAK Pass. '

TIGRIS LINE.

Four Turkish Regiments left bank of TIGRIS believed
advancing to take up line of ADHIDO (2) River?' Two Regts.
welieved to be asdvancing to positlons near BELED ISTABULAT,
sne Regt. remalnling at SAMARRA. Casualties from SAMARRA
March 13th and 19th report no fresh arrivals there.

RUPHRATES LINE. Main body of Turkish Euphrates detachment

reported retired on HIT, leaving a small rear-guard st
RAMADIE on right bank and small paftiea left bank downstream
~f HIT. 'Relisble informent saw at least one Regiment with
13535 quantoty of ammunition at  DEIR-EZ-ZOR on 26/2/17,

* 'I u-Q.- ROTE- Prﬂbﬂ.bly _'DHAIIi *

DHEHDA ta abave. | ' I.ﬂ_ﬂq_i_ﬂm_““

Summary for weak anﬂing 24th Maruh. Our treops

L . B T, ol | | F A &

' LldJ . :‘ !.“.,.. "'- ;"'"‘-‘.

Th_::ﬂcupiad FELIYAH 19th.Mﬁruh enﬁﬁﬁwgatgcpTﬁpﬁkr?tireéﬂ!

ox hurriedly up tha Euphrataa. Prisqni?a taken, also armé'
./ﬁ-uq'and ammunitiag;1;n&r;team‘bargﬁﬁﬁﬁd aauncht CﬁhHRdBAH on
ue" DAGHDAD-KHANIKIN road was captured ESrd Haruh anamy being
driven from the town and severed. Prlsoners and supplies

vaken.
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SECRE T,
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No. 132.

INTELLIGENCGCE STUMMAR Y.

— — [ ————————— T e e T R B

23th March, 1917.

THE PALESTINE FRONT,

._-..\.
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THE PALESTINE FROLIT,

The 53rd Divislon is concenrnirating in the RAMLEH area, its
Headquarters were et LUDD 23/3/17. The 161st Regiment has
arrived in the RAMEEH -~ JAFFA area., the 163rd Reglment moved
from MEJDEL towards GAZA 26/5/1#. The 162nd Regiment has not

vet arrived from the HEJAZ, 1In its place the 72th Regiment is
attached to the Division, possibly replacing the regiment of
~the 53rd Divlision repmrhéd to be on its way to Mesopotamia,
Rifle strengia of division 1s reported at 5000; éhat of 16drd
negiment as 1300. Ohe squadron of 29th Cavalry Regiment is
ettached as divisional cavalry, and so far only one battalidn
divislional artillery 1s reported as having arrived at RAMIEH
(2¢/3/17) | |
Headquarsers of 27th Division and Blét Regiment were
reported at NAZARETH 18/3/17. On 15/3/17 latter regiment was
reported as having two battalions at NAZARETH, one at ABU RAVA
(? EL BERVE) and one at SHEFR AMR3Z but regiment was expected to
mave south on relief from DAKMASCUS. 81st (2 bns) was reported
by deserter from 16th Division (hearsay QVidﬁQﬂB) aa at GAZA
on 188/17 .. _B0th an@wﬁlﬁ?v§53%¥?9?ﬁuE£%zPﬁP°£E5?;927(54}§3“11.
as having been made up to strength. 80th hes not been recently
located but 1 battallon 18 poSSIBIy HY GAZA. 2nd battallon
79th Reglment was reported at GAZA (18/3/17) confirmed by
officer deserters from SHERIA (24/3/17). This regiment however
was to be at ached to 53rd Division (26/3/17)
Nothing fresh has been heard of 155th and 1356th REgiMﬁntE.
of 43rd Divisio:sr, last rencrieil ian LEBANO.l area. 137th about
l‘/&fi? was renorisd as havinz 1ot ALEY for JEHUSALEﬂ'via

BEIRTT and 3AIDA (23t r2ad). On 26/3/17 lias transport to
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Page 590,

RAMIFH was ordered with a machine gun ﬁnmpany, an artillery (?)

company, 44th Bakers Sectlon, and other troops (units not stated).
The 23ra Division is reported from three sources as having

left, ELEPPO for south at end of January. One agent places it

(15/3/17) as on DERAA - MAAN L. of C., but 1t is now possibly in

Palestine.

The presence of two battalions of the 16th Fleld Artil%?ry

Regiment with 16th Division at TEL LL SHERTA ig definitely knovn.
The presence of the 3rd battalion of the 3rd F.A. Regiment 14
indicated, one battalion of this regiment is reported at GAZA.

A machine gun (?) company of 15 guns was reported as having
srrived at RAMIEH on 17/3/17.

Ten aeroplanes are reported at RAMLEH, and ten more were
expected by end of MARCH.

43rd Divisional Fngineer Company ls reported at TEL EL SHERIA
18/3/17.

No move of the 44th Division fraﬁ.ALEXANDHETTR area 1s
repnrted. .

Ho changea athﬁr than the sbove are reported in 3rd and 16th
Infantry Divisiuns or 3rd Ga?alry Division.

£ peod o gan i s A3 ArIH13E 0
A 1IgRsed bl JASAD INTQIBIESER EXI-nCiirdded ! Jud bad
. 78 Banctitnos (TO\S\&I AD &a boducge v Faemines
o 5 ‘t . 'ﬁ?.}?) T \G\2R) Al ' MO 63 =W :
A
" ( ’j"“ ic 4 T P& oF bheds T8 £
By 3 6 L L X AIESL I yi-mood. 5 . ‘o
(1t i_...l,l.,,. : ’ [ ’ = v
LT AT :
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1, ARABIA,

The withdrewal of the Turkish forces Northwards along the
reilwey line continues. The lmpression that the 53rd Diviclon
was being transferred to PALESTINE has been confirmed by the
arrival of the 163rd Regiment between MEJDEL and GAZA on' the
27th iﬁstant, snd the ¢.0.C. and Headguarters of the Division
have since been captured. The 2nd battalion of the 16lst
Regiment is shown by a capiured dccumont to have been sblll
at MAAN on the 18th instant. It 1s doubtless now an_raute for
RAMIEH., Troops from MEDINA are being moved up the line to
replace this Divisgion.

The Arabs heve driven the Turkish garrison out of BIR
DERTISH and have carried out a rald upon one of the gates of
MEDINA ,

The Tur .s are reported to be making persistent attempis
to induce IZN RASHID to create a diversion against the Sherif's
forces from the direction of HAIL but so far these efforts
do not appear to have met with any suceess. His own pesition
i 85 insecure that it is doubtful whether he 1s capable of

giving serlous trouble.

2, WESTERN DESERT.

SAYFD AHMED after remaining some time at a small Oasls
Fest of JAGHBUB has ncw gone to JAIO and thus transfers the
waning interest from the Fgyptian frontier into CYRENAICA.

It is not known what forces 1f any remain at JACHBUB ,

Arms and muniticns cf MCHAMED IDRIS are being collecied
et LECTAFIA (Scuth of GFDABIA ) and JALO and are suppcsed to
be 8 reserve fcr operavicns against RAVADAN SHITEFI. IDRIS

is however “ishandiné men owing tc the difficulty of raticoning

— — = e ——— — e it = g
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Page 5935,
them snd this is described as likely to help NURL who hag agents
1 CYRENAICA to collect mercenaries.

The Itallens do not eonfirm and little eredence 1is given 1o
o story of sheep dealers arriving at SOLLUMLthaf NURI and
RAMADAN SHITEWI are collecting a force of 3000 men at GEDABIA
with 2 Mountain end 2 Machlne Gune.

: ' 3 B I MY 'S
ks | .l:.,f F r } T, { p
C i Xaldrc , i 4
J
- :,. EJ‘- -y i I:I s "9 y b +j- - " :
f s SIfT]
- 1 plgfL C i
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SECRET,
No, 154.
NTELLIGENCGE S UMMAR Y. Fo =
S P Y {. gk
30th March, 1017.§& _F K& £ g 4

k)

Ihm _ e -

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS,
EGYPTIAN EXPEDITIONARY, FCRCE

- e BB B 2B Bm 2 w ' N 7

-.E:;-'-....i.r B
..‘i

1., NOTES FROM SYRIA.
2., KRESS VON KRESSENSTEIM.

L
]
-
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l, NOTES FROM SYRTA,

EEmm & e —s

The following are extracts from information received from
8 person who has had good opportunities for obtaining reliable

intelligence as to recent events and movements in Swyria :

Between the 6th February and 9th March civilian traffic
on the railway between DAMASCUS and RLEPPO'Was susﬁendad to
permit of movements of troops. It is esiimated that some
7000 troops a7d 'a large guentity of war material rassed south

,thrmugh DAMASCUS during this pericd. The troops passing south-
wards were Turks and those going north wer Arsbs. the latter
recently mobilised belonging to the 12595 (lass and were cupeTent -
ly proceeding to CONSTANTINOPLE. The 53rd Division is stated to
heve left DAMASCUS cn ch Mﬂrch for:- JERUSALEM,

On the same day, 2000 Austrisn soldiers with stores and
nunitions passed through frsm.JEﬁUSALEM for CONSTANTINGPLE.
(G+H.Q. Note. This aprees with the estimate given by German
prisoners captured at RAFA on 9th Jaﬁuar??i4xnﬁ?iné”tﬁé”ﬁight
of the 13th March 700 woundéd ere Pepsrted s Raving arrived
at DAMASCUS . from JERUSALEM, @ Lot funssnc JLoordod yeaslilh

;Wam foapnemmc) ehem aaw ol di0taa ¥ viadlllM

sl +Oraat ‘mﬂﬂ Ityidsr beling Alepleyed © ’m*hfé“b“&&g“ﬂ-u ﬁb.l‘{.‘i[ﬂn &
entrenchpents, dm 4he’ regibiiof the Taal Scﬂhﬁh,;:;ﬂ-ffﬁh fxﬁ:}sdgaa,[ﬂ

close,id m%wmwiﬂwmﬂﬂﬁﬁ.“%}[%ﬁii ':‘-}1 5
otyn REring:tie pertod thnquestioh 19 Lrib 483298 BRORSTEES

wire,ape gaid ﬁahhﬁVﬂﬂpﬂﬂl&dItﬁfﬁg@ﬁﬂﬁﬂgﬁQEﬁghtﬂga;gsﬂghgc&

. e

gouth, T e 1 T A =

|

Ry~ S i - L — R S = = . S —
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Ivacuatlon cf Arabs,

Large numbers of Arabs passed through DAMASCUS by rail
bound North from the HEJAZ. (G.H.Q. Note., This agrees with
geveral reports received from refugees from MEDINA who have
reached MECCA who state that the civlilian population of
MEDINA 1s being sent North by rail by the Turks ),

Rumours ,

It 1e reported that ENVER'S recent visit to Pzlestine
was made forr the purpose of settling the gifferences between
JFMAL and the Germans. JEMAL 1is stated to have been in
favour c¢f making a stand on the SHETKH NURAN ~ SABA ~ gna
TAUJA line, whereas the Germans advocated falling back to a
line based on JERUSAIEM,

2, KRESS VON KRESSENSTEIN.

This German Officer who is in command of the Expeditionary
qups_un”th& Palestline Front, is a Bavarian, He was Chief of
; utatf of .the 8th Army Corps and formerly instructor of the
Military School, Constantinople, and a member of the German
Military Mission, He was made Commandent of ‘Sirat S Ma¥oh
2915 and went back t3 Germany, in: September: 1916, retiim ing
.}ﬂﬁsta:p§§~éﬂ,ﬂﬁ%ﬂ b, be, & "gentleman" as ‘a1 stinet! Prom &
M$51an: Officer of bis.class. - Heide Herad “working ‘ﬁ‘iﬁf" 0.
axﬁquﬂ;y ggqrgeiia,L Hle isithe ondy ﬂermﬁﬁ.offiaér b Syria

for whom an .ustrian captured:last:year hdqc s 2604 wbrd.

W -y J“ i

e e T T o IV
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1t March, 1517,

GENERAL HEH‘!".‘QUﬂ,FRE ,
FGCYPTIAN EXPEDITICNARY FGRCF.

-

DISTRIBUTION OT' ENEMX FPORCES IN S. SYRTA,.
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=== and to leck of R.F.C. repor
fighting treops) it 1s

r‘ﬂ'h 1
g

E Iﬂﬂﬁlit}rt

} ARU HARFIRA -
SHERETA area.

( KMoved oOn GAZA
26/3/17 )

AKH.&{ A .ﬂUu]" -
ZETIDAN area.

(1ioved on GAZA
26/3/17)

BIR SABA,

}  (licved on GAZA
1 26/3/17)

GAZA.

-
‘) :
E::-::. - R T,
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DISTRIBUTION OF ENEMY FORCDS IN SCUTHERN SYRIA.

Page O9R,

Oving to the heavy casualties iInflicted on the éncrmy in the recent fighting

tﬁ-

26/3

18/3
26/3.

26/3.

26/3.

28/3.
26,3

JOUTCE «
P of ¥ :

Agen‘b .
Pe Of ¥

P, of W,.§

P. of W

P, of .".
P- ﬂf 'lt

:

— o F-?

impossible to give any

G'I.Hlﬂ- '
16th (Inf.) Division.
47th and 48th Regtc - © bns.
1 sqd. 27th Cav. Regt.
16th F.A. Regt -~ 2 bns. 16.
e0th German Foct A. Dn. ?6.

243rd Fngineer Coy.

3rd (Inf.) Division.

(31st,32nd,1l38th Regts - 12 bhs)
1 sqd. ord Cav. Regt.
31st Regte - 1 bn.

zyad F.A. Regt - 2 bns. -16.

3rd (Cav.) Divislon.

(6th, 7th, ? 8th Cav. Regts)
Fngtheers - %< Coys.

Ccamel Corps.

o 1{,G., Bn. (15 guns).
7oth Regt. = 74 bns.
g1at. - 23 bns.
125th " -~ 3 bns.
163rd " w5 BRS,
1 sgn. Cavalrye.

cemel Corps elements.
austrien Hooltzer Tivision.

B S

Cn e

ts as to tents & shelters (due t¢o co-cperation work with
estimate of numbers.

- =

Nctes.

less E'guns at GAZA.

Titular number »f 138th Regt. still
somevhat doubtful. 31lst and 32nd
Regts were irmediately cast of
GAZA 26/3/17 .

P, of V7. statement.
8 mountain, € 75-mm guns.

Arrival of #th Cav.
vet definitely estaeb-

Very weak.
R@gtt o
lished.

| Agent reports civilian pepulation

gone north.

26/3/17
76th Regt.attached 53ré Diij&n
place of 162nd Regt.

ipensth of 163rd Regt glven as
lSDOu%y agent on 20/3/17.

2 guns captured 26/3/17; 2 others
in reserve, loc~ticn uncertsin.
e ol .

i

S

5

%
!\

i

s
e

|k
]

-
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Units.

Lececelity. Ncotes.

GAZA (contd). 26/3. P. of .| German 150-mm guns.
1 hﬂ- 75-1"11‘{1, 31‘@. F--ﬁ.i Hegti

RAMIEH - JAFFA |[2e/3. . of Wl 53rd (Inf.) Division. 163r¢ Regt. erdered tc GAZA from

Sres . MEJDEL 26/3/17. 162nd not vet in
? 16lst Kegt. Paleatine{ 161st possibly i:ﬂ? arr
ived, but on 18/3/17 was at MAAN
on its way to RAMLEH (captured
document.) 79th Regt. attached to
this divisicn 26/3/17 in place of
1 lﬁznd- \
137th Regt. (? 44th Div.) 137th Regt. srdered from LEBANON t
: | JERUSAIEM 22/3/17, thence to
| RAMIEE 26/3/17.
JERUSALEM. 21/3. | Agent.} 12th Depot Regt.
2R/ 5 " 67th Regt. (2 43rda Div.)
. camel Corps elements.
* § AKABA, 11/3. | Agent. | 100 soldlers. Garrison estimated on 20/2/17 as
£0 armed Arabs. 75 (5 Officers, 50 men, 20 armed
. Arabs). According t-> an Arab
1 rumour they were seen on road to
| NEKHL&
NAZARETH,. 18/3. Agent. 27th Division H.Q. | 79th & Blst Regts In S.Pelestine;
. 80th is said nc longer to exist
| | (P. of W) but an agent gives 1t as
) } mede up to 4 bnese. In this aresa,
DERAA . . 22/3. | Agent. 1 23rd Division. Ordered S. from DAMESCUS in mid-
| / ! i ?66Lh Heste Februery (3 agents).
. i | . 69th " _ 16Fth Kegts e —————— A e
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» 43%ra Division.

| 2 135th Regt.

o 136th "

= o A

Guns.

22 guns of this division reported
ag having been rulled from RAYAK
to JERUSALIM 22/2/17.

NUTE .

(1) There is a doubtful report |}
from an agent on 11/3/17 that 4

guns of the 5¢th Div. paasea Se

through AFULE. Two prisscucrs now-
ever (one at SALONIKA gives
composition as 170-172, the other
from SHERIA previously belongad

to 164th Regt., 54th Div.) locale
it in CONSTANTINOPLE early in Feby

(2) Except for deserter's state-

and 1 battn. 48th Hegt. had re.wrr
ed to SHERIA, and that 163rd Eegt.
had srrived at GAZA, the exact

1. :icn of units is at present
uncertain.

i
ments of 30/3/17 that 47th Fegt. |
l
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